Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


:dbvGoogIe 


5'co.  it    ^r.   if  • 


D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 


:dbvGoogIe 


:dbvGoogIe 


by  Google 


:dbvGoogIe 


LIFE   AND   CORRESPONDENCE 


LORD    RODNEY. 


D,q,t,i:dbvGoogIe 


:dbvGoogIe 


:dbvGoogIe 


•i  i.ua' 


:dbvGoogIe 


LIFE  AND  CORHESPONDENCE 


OF  THE  UTE 


ADMIRAL   LORD   RODNEY, 


MAJOR-GENERAL  MUNDY. 


%:. 


Tm>  VOLUMES.  ■vw- 

VOLUME    Ti4e    first. 


LONDON: 
JOHN   HURRAY,   ALBEMARLE  STREEr. 


il£o.  L„ta„G00glf 


:dbvGoogIe 


THE    KING. 


THAT  THI  KAKB  AMD  ADHIRABLK  QUALlTlBt, 

BOTH  PUBLIC  AND  PKIVATB, 

WBICH  CHABACTBRIIXD  TRB  LATB  OALLANT  AND  DISnNamiHXD 

ADMJDLU.  LOBD  BODNBX 

MAY  BB 

BKTTBB  KNOWN  AND  APPBBCIATKD  BY  HIB  COUNTRYIIBN, 

1BXSB  VOLUHBB 

ARB  aUBIlITTID  TO  THB  BBITISB  PUBLIC, 

AMD,  WITH  PBBHISSIOM, 


YOUR  HAJBiTY,  E 


Mmt  gialifml  Btrmt, 

THE  EDITOR. 


ib,GoogIe 


by  Google 


CONTENTS 


VOLUME    THE    FIRST. 


Fbipaci  ...... 

Motto  of  the  Rodneys,  page      .         .         ,         , 
Sir  Edward  Rodeney's  Address  to  his  Daughters 
MaDon  in  the  possession  of  Sir  Richard  Rodeney 
Desceat  and  Pedigree  of  the  Rodeneys   . 


Liri  or  Gborgb  Bridoes,  Lord  Rodkey        .         .    3b 

t.        The  Earl  of  Sandwich  to  C<»nnudore  Rodney  .     46 
June  7, 1749. 

II.        Rear-Admiral  Rodney  to  John  Cleveland,  Esq.  .  52 
July  4, 17S9. 

HI.       The  Same  to  the  Same        ....        55 
Julf  6, 1759. 

IT.        The  Some  to  the  Same  ....     59 

July  18, 1759. 


ib,GoogIe 


Ittler  p„, 

T.         Captiun  Faston  to  Rear-Admiral  Rodney  .         64 
July  18, 1760. 

Ti.       Adoural  Rodney  to  John  Cleveland,  Esq.  69 

Jan.  19,  ir62. 

Til.       The  Same  to  the  Same       .          .          .  ,          TS 


Tin.     The  Same  to  the  Same 

Much  24, 1762. 

DC         The  Same  to  the  Same 

Uuth  24, 1762. 


X.  The  Same  to  the  Same S4 

March  26, 1702. 

XI.  The  Same  to  the  Same        .         .         .         .         dS 

Hay  31,  1762. 

XII.  The  Same  to  Lord  Anson       .         .         .         .93 

July  23,  1762. 

xiii.      Sir  George  Rodney  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich         106 
Ju.  IS,  1771. 

ZIT.      The  Same  to  Rear'Admiral  Spry  .  .      108 

May  27,  1771. 

XT.       The  Same  to  John  Cleveland,  Esq.      .         .         109 
July  16,1771. 

XTi.      The  Sameto  Philip  Stephens, Esq.  .         .     Ill 

Aug.  7,  1771. 

zTit.    The  Same  to  the  Governor  of  Carthageni  113 

Sept  3, 1771. 


D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 


znu.     Hie  Same  to  Philip  Stspheiu,  Eiq.      .         .      115 
s^  19,  1771. 

301.        The  Eari  of  Sandvrich  to  Sir  O.  Rodney        .     131 

Not.  87,  1771. 

zx.         He  Same  to  the  Same    ....         134 
.Dai.  30,  1771. 

VD.        The  Same  to  the  Same    .         ...        lib 
Much  18,  1772. 

SDi.      The  Same  to  the  Same  .         .197 

Umh  27, 1773. 

z«ii.     The  Same  to  the  Same    .         .         ,         .      >  138 
AprU  20, 1773. 

XxiT.      The  Same  to  the  Same    .  .  ISS 

Aug.  31, 177S. 

xzT.       Sir  George  Rodney  to  PhOip  Stephen,  Bw},       180 
S«ptl7, 1773. 

xxTi.     The  Same  to  the  Same    ....         18S 
Not.  8, 1773. 

xxTii.     He  Same  to  the  Same       ....     18K 
SUich  12,  1774. 

xznii.  The  Same  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich  .     140 

June  28, 1774. 

uux.      Sir  Oeorge  Rodney  to  Philip  Stephens,  Eaq.       144 
Sept  24, 1774. 

xsx.       The  Same  to  the  Same  ...         151 

Oct.  1, 1774. 


:dbvGoogIe 


X  CONTENTS. 

LMui  Piga 

zxxj.     The  Same  to  the  Eari  of  Sandwidi       .         .     l&l 
FA.  7, 1778.  ; 

xxui.    The  Same  to  lAdjr  Rodney      .         .         *        1S9 
Feb.  1778. 

xxtiii.   The  Same  to  the  Same       ■         .        .         .     171' 
Feb.  1778. 

zxxiT.    The  Sqme  to  the  Same    ....        179' 


zxxv.     The  Same  to  the  Same       .    '    .         *         ,     ITS  - 
Mtrch  20, 1778. 

xxxri.    The  Same  to  the  Same    ....         176 
April  1, 1778. 

xxxTii.  The  Same  to  the  Same       ....     178 
April  8, 1778. 

XXXVIII.  The  Ssme  to  the  Same    ....         179 
Aiml  II,  1778. 

zxzix.    The  Same  to  the  Ssme  ....        180 
HUj  6,  1778. 

XI.         The  Same  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich        .         .     137 
MaMb  10, 1779. 

XLi.        The  Same  to  the  Same    ....        194 
M»y,  1778. 

xui.       The  Same  to  the  Countess  of  Chatham         .     204 

Dec  2,  1778. 

XUIL     From  the  Earl  of  Sandvich  to  Sir  G.  RoAaej     HOi 
Dec._8, 1779. 


:dbvGoogIe 


xirv.  .Sir  G.  Rodney  to  Lady  Rodney  .         ,        S08 

Dee.  II,  1779, 

TfiW.     The  Same  to  tbe  Sams         .         ,         .         .209 
D»e.  16, 1779. 

UTi.    The  Same  to  the  Some      ....        310 
D«c  23, 1779. 

xbTU.  The  Same  to  the  Same  ....     212- 

Dm.  24,  1779. 

x(.Tai.  The  Same  to  the  Same      ....        214 
CbcutniM  Daj-,  1779. 

XMK.    The  Same  to  the  Same         ....     213 
Dec.  28, 1779. 

L.         Extract  from  a.  Letter,  dated  Antigua  .        216 

F«b.  1789. 

u.        Sir  George  Rodney  to  Philip  Stephens,  Esq.    ■     818 
■     Jm.  9, 1780. 

Ln.       The  Same  to  the  Same      ....        tSO 
Jan.  87, 1780. 

Liii.      Lady  Rodney  to  Lord  Rodn^       .         .         ,     235 
Jan.  20,  1780. 

ux'.      Sir  George  Rodney  to  Lady  Rodney  .        227 

Feb.  7,  1780. 

IT.       The  Same  to  Philip  Stephens,  Esq.        .         .      285 
Feb.  7,  1780. 

LTi.      Tbe  Same  to  I>on  Juan  de  I^iogara  .        238 

Fob.  6, 1780. 


:dbvGoogIe 


XII  CONTENTS. 

LMtV  VM* 

Lvu.    The  Same  to  the  Same  ....     340 

Feb.  10, 17S0. 

iTiii.    Don  Juan  to  Adnural  Rodney    .         .         .        S41 
Kb.  II,  1780^ 

LIZ.      Martin  Alvarez  di  Sotto  Mayor  to  Iient.-Oenerfll 

Don  Juan  de  Langara      ....     244 
Feb.  II,  17S0. 

r.T.        DonJaandeLangara  to  Admiral  Rodney    .        247 
Feb.  11,  17S0. 

Lzi.      Admiral  Rodney  to  Don  Jnan        .  .     249 

Feb.  12,  1780. 

i.TH.     Don  Jnan  to  Admiral  Rodney      .  .  251 

Feb.  12, 1780. 

1,7111.    Sir  George  Rodney  to  Philip  Stephens,  Eiq.    .     254 
Feb,  15,1780. 

bxiv.    The  Same  to  Lady  Rodney         .         .         .         257 
Fab.  15,  1780. 

un.      Lady  Rodney  to  Sir  George  Rodney    .         .         258 
Feb.  £3, 1780. 

LSTi.    KisB  Rodney  to  her  Father  .         .         .     261 

Much  4, 17S0. 

uxm.   TheEarlof  Sandwich  to  Sir  George  Rodn^        265 

uaidi8,ireo. 

umii.  The  Same  to  the  Same         .         .         .         .270 
tlaicb  17, 1760. 


:dbvGoogIe 


CONTENTS.  XIU 

uux.    Sir  George  Rodney  to  Ffailip  Steplicnu,  Etq.        3TS 
Hweh  as,  178D. 

isx.     Oeneral  Vuigban  to  Lord  Geoigo  Oemuins  .     MS 
April  26, 1780. 

LXsi.    Sir  Otoige  Rodney  to  Philip  Stepbeiu,  Esq,       SB8 
ApU  26,  USD. 

Lxni.   The  Same  to  I^Aj  Rodney        ...        298 
Uij  27,  1780. 

jLxxiu.  Lord  George  Gennaine  to  Sir  George  Rodney     800 
M>;  28, 1780. 

uxir.  Lady  Rodney  to  the  Same    ....     801 
Hay  29,  1780. 

i.zxr.    Miss  Rodney  to  her  Father  .        804 

H«y  20,  17S0. 

uan.   Sir  George  Rodney  to  Philip  Stephens,  Esq.    .     807 
H«f  31, 1780. 

LxxTiL  The  Earl  of  Sandwich  to  Sir  George  Rodney       814 
Mar  27,  1780. 

LXxvnL  Lady  Rodney  to  the  Same  .         .         816 

Juhb  18,  1780. 

utxix.    Sir  Geo^e  Rodney  to  Philip  Stephens,  Esq.       322 
JiiDB  21, 1780. 

Lxxz.     The  Same  to  the  Same  .         .         .        88S 

Julj  1, 1780. 

Lxxxj.   I«dy  Rodney 'to  Sir  George  Rodney  .    S88 

Joly  7, 1780. 


D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 


SIT  CONTENTS. 

Letter  -fift 

bxxxii.    The  Earl  of  Sandmch  to  Admiral  Rodiiey'        339 
JoM  13, 1780. 

ixxxiii.  Sir  George  Bodney  to  Philip  Stephens,  Esq.     3W 
Jnlf  1^  1780. 

Uoxir.    The  Eaxl  of  Sandvich  to  Sir  George  Rodney    344 
Jolf  14, 1780. 

hixxv.    Sii  Geoi^  Rodney  to  Lord  North.     .         .347 
Ju^  14,  1780. 

VBCX7I.  The  Same  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  Fletcher 

Norton,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commom  '349 
July  16,  17S0. 

ixxxTii.  The  Same  to  Captain  Caskett  .         .        351 

Jul;  30, 1730. 

i:ixxTiii.  The  Some  to  Lady  Rodney         .  ,  .     355 

July  30, 17S0. 

Lzxzix.     The  Same  to  Philip  Stephens,  Esq.     .         .     362 
Julj  31, 1780. 

10.  The  Same  to  the  Same         .         .         .        371 

Angott  12,  1780. 

xci.  The  Same  to  the  Same    ....     374 

Sepl.  15, 1780. 

xoii.  The  Same  to  ^^e- Admiral  Arbuthnot     .        379 

Sept  15,  1780. 

xciii.        The  Same  to  the  Same     .         ,        .         .381 

Sept  19, 17S0. 

xeiv.         The  Same  to  the  Same  .         .         .        3S2 

Sept.  21, 1780. 


:dbvGoogIe 


CONTENTS.  XV 

XC7.     The  Same  to  the  Some       .        .         .        .      3S5 
Oct.  8,  mo. 

.^OTL     Adnural  Arbuthnot  to  Sir  Oeor^a  Rodney      .     ass 
Oct.  16,  USD. 

WTii. '  Slr'Georg«  Rodney  to  Admiral  Arbuthnot       ,    991 
Oct  19, 1780. 

xomt.  GeneralSirHenTyCluitontaSiiQeoi^Rodney  39T 
ScEt  IS,  1780. 

xon.     Ite  Sari  ofSandwicb  to  Sir  George  Rodney        401 
8ept  •&,  1780. 

0,  Sir  George  Rodney  to  Philip  Stephens,  Esq.    .     403 

Od.  16, 17S0. 

01.  The  EbtI  of  Sandvich  to  Sir  George  Rodney  .     412 

Oct  14, 1780. 

cti.      The  Same  to  the  Same       ....        413 


Oiti,     Sir  George  Rodney  to  Philip  Stephens,  "Eaq.    .     414 
Oct  20, 1780. 


OIT.      The  Same  to  the  Same 

Oct  30, 1780. 


CT. 

The  Same  to  the  Same 

Not.  13, 1780. 

.        423 

on. 

Not.  13, 1780. 

.     428 

C7II. 

The  Same  to  Philip  Stephens,  Esq.    . 
Dec  10, 1780. 

447 

:dbvGoogIe 


rVl  CONTENTS. 

oTiu.       The  Same  to  Lady  Rodney 
D«e.  10, 1780. 

cix.       ~   The  Soma  to  &t  Peter  Puter 
Dte.  IS,  1780. 

cz.  The  Same  to  Philip  Stepheiu,  Esq. 

Dm.  aa,  1780. 


:dbvGoogIe 


PREFACE. 


It  was  ao  observation  of  a  celebrated  writer  and 
distinguished  statesman,  that,  in  general,  great 
occasions  made  great  men,  and  that  on  the  other 
hand*  great  men  made  great  occasions. 

To  demonstrate  the  truth  of  these  propositions, 
it  may  only  be  necessary  to  refer  to  the  history 
of  the  last  half  century. 

To  what  did  Napoleon  Buonaparte  owe  his 
almost  incredibly  rapid  elevation  from  his  Lieu- 
tenancy of  Artillery  to  the  throne  of  the  Bour- 
bon^ but  to  the  extraordinary  and  unprecedented 
evrats  of  the  French  Revolutitm?  What  occa- 
sioned the  subjugation  of  entire  Europe,  (Great 
Britain  and  her  dominions  excepted,)  but  the 
rare  military  genius  and  ambition  of  this  same 
Napoleon  ?  What  but  the  tr^nendous  power  of 
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XTllI  PREFACE. 

that  second  Charlemagne,  threatening  to  orer- 
whelm  and  engulf  our  little  island,  called  forth 
the  energies  of  that  master  mind,  whose  skill  and 
firmness  piloted  us  through  the  storm?  What 
but  this  drew  forth  into  action  the  transcendent 
talents  of  a  Wellington  and  a  Nelson,  dazzling  by^ 
their  achievements  an  astonished  world  ? 

It  was  thus,  when  at  a  period*  not  long  ante- 
cedent  to  this  coDvulsive  epoch,  Bngland  saw 
herself  on  the  eve  of  a  war  with  France  and 
Spain,  whose  fleets,  powerful  in  numbers  and 
equipment,  conducted  by  brave  and  skiitul  com- 
manders, threatened  onr  coasts,  and,  leagued 
with  America,  had  sent  such  an  overwhelming 
force  to  the  West  Indies,  as  to  render  the  safety 
of  Jamaica  and  of  our  other  islands  nearly  hope- 
less, when  our  navy,  sunk  in  spirit,  devoid  of 
discipline,  weakened  by  the  jealousies  and  imbe- 
cile conduct  of  some  of  its  leaders,  and  paralyzed 
by  the  want  of  union  and  activity  of  the  Govern- 
ment,- required  a  more  than  ordinary  stimulus  to 
arouse  it  into  action,  Rodney  stood  forth,  and 
•  The  y*»r  17T9. 
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although  an  exile,  by  necessity,  from  his  native 
land,  and  smarting  under  the  stings  of  neglect 
and  disappointment,  tendered  his  humble  services 
to  his  sovereign,  which  were  graciously  accepted 
by  him  who  knew  their  value. 

The  long  unexercised  powers  of  his  mind  now 
found  space  for  their  development.  In  an  instant 
he  waa  at  his  post.  His  presence,  his  unceashig 
activity,  his  firmness,  and  strict  sense  of  disci- 
pline, acted  like  magic  on  the  Navy,  awakened 
its  dormant  energies,  and  infixed  a  new  spirit 
into  the  different  departments  of  the  ports.  By 
indefatigable  exertion,  he  expedited  the  fitting 
out  of  a  powerful  fleet,  and  he  sailed  from  Eng- 
land, in  defiance  of  the  opposing  elements,  to 
reap  an  ample  harvest  of  success  and  glory,  con- 
summating it  with  a  victory  which  prostrated  the 
pride  and  power  of  the  allied  enemies  of  his 
country,  and  which  mainly  contributed  to  the 
establishment  of  a  general  peace. 

The  notices  hitherto  published  of  the  life  and 
services  of  Lord  Rodney,  with  the  exception  of  a 
memoir  of  his  Lordship  contained  in  a  recent 
b  a 
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work  of  mwh  merit*,  have  been  extremely  Tagne 
'  aad  uBBotisfactoiy.  They  have  furnished,  indeed, 
a  tolerable  outline  of  his  naval  career,  bnt  hare 
been  totally  deficient  in  portraying  his  real 
character,  and  the  rare  and  admirable  talenta 
and  povers  of  mrad  nith  vHiich  nature  had  in- 
^xted  him. 

b  has  aeldom  happened,  in  any  age,  that  great 
men  hare  wanted  historians  to  chronicle  their 
actHHu,  to  describe  their  particular  habits,  and 
to  delineate  the  leading  qualities  of  their  minds 
and  dispoaitioDd ;  but  Lord  Rodney  lived  at  a 
period  when  party  rancour  obtained  b^ond  all 
precedent,  and  cankered  the  whole  body  politic 
of  the  nation :  C(msequently,  he  had  perpetually 
to  encounter  and  endure  the  venomed  attacks  of 
envy  and  detraction;  and,  to  their  eternal  dis- 
grace} writers  were  to  be  found  in  those  days 
who  endeavoured  to  sully  his  well-earned  fame, 
by  attributing  his  successes  to  accident  or  good 
fortune,  and  to  tarnish  his  character  by  charging 
him  with  sordid  motives,  even  in  the  execution  of 

•  The  N»vU  Biogr^)hy  of  Grtat  Britain,  by  3.  Ralfe. 
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POOB  of  his  moBt  important  ^tterpriseB,  wbich, 
however,  were  in  fact  dictated'  by  the  most  di»- 
interested  Eeal  for  his  country's  welfare,  and  bf 
fhe  most  eialted  patriotism. 

ta  the  biuoble  but  earnest  hope  of  doing 
justice  to  the  merits  of  an  officer  distinguidied 
above  all  others  in  his  own  time,  and  inferior, 
perhaps,  to  oooe,  in  ibnner  or  suozeeding  ones, 
ike  Editor  submits  tbe  following  pages  to  the 
public,  disclaiming  all  pretensiiHis  to  literary 
display,  or  the  graces  of  composition ;  and  rest- 
ing his  title  to  their  indulgence  uptm  the  woUa 
plea  of  zeal  and  anxiety  to  give  additional  lustre 
to  the  escutcheon  of  a  veiy  ancient  &mily,  and  tQ 
a  name  enm^led  by  the  most  splendid  achieve- 


In  explanation  of  the  aocffiialy  of  the  publi- 
cation of  a  naval  moooir  by  an  officer  of  the 
sister  professicna,  it  may  be  necessary  to  state,  for 
the  information  of  the  casual  inquirer,  that,  owing 
to  the  circumstance  of  family  c(Kuiexion*t  the 

'  Tht  Editor  Duuried,  in  the  year  1601,  Buih  BijdgM.jmnigMt 
daughter  of  Admiral  LiHd  Rodney. 
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Editor  has,  through  the  kindness  of  the  present 
Lord  Rodney,  had  access  to  the  records  of  his 
noble  and  gallant  ancestor,  as  well  as  to  a  variety 
of  letters  and  papers  relating  to  his  services  ;  and 
having,  moreover,  become  possessed  of  a  series  of 
the  Admiral's  private  correspondence  with  his 
family*,  he  was  induced  to  venture  upon  a  tast 
which  would  at  the  same  time  afford  him- 
self occupation  and  amusement,  and,  he  trusted, 
prove  a  source  of  gratification  to  his  friends,  and 
possibly  to  those  of  his  countrymen  (of  whom 
there  must  ever  be  a  numerous  class)  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  biography  of  England's  distin- 
guished worthies. 

In  thus  offering  an  explanation  of  his  induce- 
ment to  commence  the  undertaking,  the  Editor 
ought  to  observe,  that  it  is  not  from  these  sources 
alone  he  has  acquired  the  new  and  interesting 
private  information  of  which  he  has  availed  him- 
self. 

To  Viscount  Melville  and  the  Lords  Commis- 


*  In  coiuequence  of  the  death  of  Hemietts,  widow  of  Admiral 
Lord  Rodney,  Febnuiy,  1S29. 
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sioners  of  the  AdmiraUy  he  has  been  indebted 
for  the  privilege  of  inspecting  and  copying  what- 
ever documents  he  conBidered  useful  or  impor- 
tant ;  and  he  cannot  let  this  opportunity  escape 
without  a  public  expression  of  his  acknowledge 
ments  to  Henry  Bedford  and  John  Rowse,  Esqs., 
whose  situation  in  the  Record  Office  of  that  es- 
tablishment enabled  them  to  afford  additional 
&cilities  for  reference,  and  who  at  all  times  most 
assiduously  and  attentively  lent  their  assistance 
to  the  completion  of  his  object. 

And  to  the  zealous  kindness  of  Sir  Gilbert 
Blane  the  Editor  feeb  himself  under  particular 
obligations  for  the  many  personal  observations, 
hints,  and  reminiscences  with  which  he  has  from 
time  to  time  favoured  him,  and  which  are  the 
more  valuable  as  proceeding  from  an  individual 
who  enjoyed  so  large  a  share  of  the  noble 
Admiral*s  confidence  and  regard,  and  who  was  an 
eye-witnesa  to,  and  a  sharer  in,  all  his  later 
triumphs. 
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LORD   RODNEY. 


JlrVENCIS,  EST  IN  Ea'"S  TATKOM 
I,  NBQUE  IHBKLUH  FBROCBB 


It  would  be  foreign  to  the  design  of  this 
Work  to  discuss  the  theory,  or  to  analyse 
the  principle  of  the  foregoing  lines  of  the 
ancient  poet.  With  r^ard  to  animals,  it  is 
incontestibly  true ;  and  it  may  be  fairly 
assumed  to  be  equally  so  in  the  instance  of 
the  late  Admiral  Lord  Rodney,  whose 
glorious  actions  in  his  country's  service, 
during  a  great  part  of  the  last  century, 
afforded  the  clearest  proof  that  he  had  not 
degenerated  from  the  gallant  spirit  of  his 
progenitors,    one     of    whom,    Sir    Richard 

•  '  Non  generant  Aquilffi  Columbas'  has  been  the  motto  of  the 
Kodneys  from  time  immeinorial,  altered  from,  but  retaining  the 
aanse  of,  the  two  concluding  lloea  of  the  ode. 

Tot.  I.  B 
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Rodeney,  Knt.,  fell  at  Acre,  fighting  under 
the  banners  of  King  Richard  the  First,  in 
Palestine ;  and  two  others.  Sir  Richard,  and 
a  son  of  the  same  name,  were  slain  at  Here- 
ford, in  the  year  1234,  in  a  fierce  encounter 
with  Leolin,  or  Lewellen,  Prince  of  Wales. 

In  the  several  very  brief  and  scanty  notices 
hitherto  published  of  this  great  naval  com- 
mander, it  has  been  simply  stated  that  he  was 
the  son  of  Henry  Rodney,  Esq.,  of  Walton- 
upon-Thames,  no  allusion  whatever  having 
been  made  to  the  antiquity  of  his  family, 
which,  however,  can  distinctly  trace  its  leagine 
to  the  time  of  Henry  the  Third,  and  even  to 
that  of  the  Empress  Maud,  seven  hundred 
years  back,  during  five  centuries  and  a  half  of 
which  the  inheritance  of  the  estates  of  Stoke 
Rodney,  &c.,  in  Somersetshire,  descended  in 
a  direct  male  line  from  father  to  son. 

This  male  line  terminated  in  Sir  Edward 
Rodney,  Knt.,  who  lived  in  the  reigns  of  the 
two  Charleses,  and  suffered  imprisonment  dur- 
ing the  civil  wars,  on  account  of  his  adherence 
to  the  royal  cause ;  and  whose  son,  Geoi^e, 
dying  at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  the  estates 
descended  on  his  demise  to  his  daughters,  and 
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finally  came  into  possession  of  Sir  Thomas 
Brydges,  of  Kainsham,  in  the  county  of  So- 
merset, by  hu  marriage  with  Anna,  Sir  £d- 
vard's  fourth  daughter. 

Sir  Edward  Rodaey  was  a  gentleman  of 
much  piety  and  virtue,  and  of  high  attain- 
ments ;  and  by  some  singular  chance  a  very 
curious  book  of  genealogy,  written  by  himself, 
was  discovered  amongst  the  papers  of  the  late 
Duke  of  Northumberland,  and  was  presented 
by  that  nobleman  to  Admiral  Lord  Rodney, 
in  the  year  1781. 

Th^  manuscript  is  written  in  a  fair  and 
beautiful  hand,  and  contains,  besides  the  ge- 
nealogy of  the  Rodney  family,  several  religious 
tracts  and  prayers,  and  a  '  speech  delivered 
'  by  himself  in  the  year  1036,  to  the  hundreds 

*  of  Winterstoke,  Brent,  and  Bemptson,  con- 
'  ceroing   a   benevolence  which    the   King 

*  (Charies  II.)  demanded.' 

The  language,  like  all  that  of  the  age  in 
which  he  lived,  is  quaint,  but  impressive,  full 
of  good  sense  and  acute  observation,  and  the 
re»ler  will  not,  it  is  presumed,  deem  it  irk- 
some to  peruse  a  portion  of  it  in  its  original 
•tyle, 

BS 
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The  Book  commences  with  an  address  to 
his  daughters,  which  is  as  follows : 

■  Sm  EDWARD  RODENEY, . 

'  To  lui  Deaie  Daughtera, 
<  ELIZABETH, 
'  PENELOPE, 
'  ANNA  JANE, 
'  And  KATHERINE, 
■RODENEYS.    UDCLV. 

'  This  little  tract  of  our  family  I  penned  in 

*  your  brother  Geoi^e  his  life  time,  and  meant 
'  to  have  directed  it  to  him,  that  hee  might 
'  have  scene  from  example  of  his  owne  family 
'  what  to  follow  and  what  to  flie ;  but  since 
'  it  hath  pleased  God,  that  greate  Arbiter  of 
'  our  lives  and  deaths,  to  take  him  from  us  to 
'  himself  (as  I  verily  hope  and  believe),  and  in 

*  his  death  to  put  the  period  to  my  name  and 
'  family,  whatsoever  was  from  me  intended  to 
'  him  doth  necessarily  fall  upon  you  ;  and  al- 

*  though  some  of  you  are  already  transplanted 
'  into  other  families,  and  the  rest,  by  God's 
'  providence,  shall  be  in  due  time,  yet  your 

*  children,  I  suppose,  may  take  both  pleasure 

*  and  profit  to  be  made  acquainted  with  their 
'  maternal  ancestors,  and  especially  leame 
'  from  them  to  be  thankiiil  to  God  for  being 
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'  borne  from  noble  and  religious  parents,  from 
'  whence  they  are  as  likely   to  derive  good 

*  qualities  with  their  blood,  as  all  other  irra- 
'  tional  and  inanimate  creatures  do  from  their 
'  stockes  and  seeds,  as  my  motto  tells  frtim  the 

'poet, 

Non  genenmt  AquilB  Columbas. 

'  Besides  it  cannot  but  be  a  greate  content- 

*  ment  to  them  to  have  the  greatest  part  of 

*  their  blood  from  a  family  which  God  has 

*  blessed  with  so  many  descents  as  this  tract 

*  doth  mention,  and  all  of  them  matcht  into  so 
'  many  noble  families,  which  though  now  it  be 
'  come  to  the  period  after  the  space  of  500 
'  years,  the  common  period  of  kingdoms  and 
'  all  greate  families,  is  yet  matter  of  thanks- 
'  giving  to  Grod  that  it  lasted  so  long  a  tract 
'  of  time,  and  that  thoi^h  so  long,  it  hath  not 

*  contracted  any  blemishes  or  spots  of  infamy. 

*  It  is  ordinary  to  perpetuate  the  memories 
'  of  men  by  monuments,  which  wee  see  time, 
'  the  greate  devourer,  doth  deface ;  and,  there- 
'  fore,  I  thought  it  best  to  keep  myself  alive 
'  amongst  you  by  this  monument  of  writing, 
'  by  which,  being  dead,  I  may  yet  speake  to 
'  you,  as  it  is  said  of  Abel  in  the  Epistle  to 
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'  the  Hebrews*.  I  have  lived,  through  the 
'  mercy  of  God,  to  see  you  broi^ht  up  in  the 
'  knowledge  of  his  truth,  and  in  the  love  of  hla 
'  laws,  from  which  I  hope  neither  prosperity 

*  nor  adversity  shall  ever  make  you  depart. 

*  Many  things  have  made  me  weary  of  this 

*  world,  and  to  prepare  myself  to  meete  the 
'  King  of  Terrors  without  feare  and  amaze- 
'  ment.    All  my  worldly  care  is  to  leave  you 

*  all  in  a  comfortable  condition  for  livelyhood 

*  and  subsistence,  and  that  you  may  follow 

*  after  me,  in  a  virtuous  and  religious  cause, 
'  that  so  we  may  meete  at  last  in  the  company 
'  of  the  Saints  and  Angels  in  Heaven. 

*  THE    PREFACE. 

*  When  the  family  of  the  Rodn^  first  b^an, 

*  and  whether  their  ancestors  were  foreigners, 

*  or  natives  of  England,  I  cannot  find.    The 

*  reason  of  this  ignorance  is,  because  their 
'  roote  runns  up  into  those  times,  which  by 
'  reason  of  horrible  commotions,  and  civil 

*  wars,  became  dark  and  obscure.  I  call  all 
'  those  ancestors  the  roote,  which  lived  before 
'  Sir  Richard  Rodeney,  who  lived  under  Henry 

•  Ch^  a,  Tme  4. 
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'  in.,  Edward  I.,  and  Edward  the  3d,  for  they 
'  all,  like  rootes  under  ground,  have  left  to 

*  posterity  a  very  uncertain  knowledge  and 
'  r^nembrance  of  them,  and  such  as  a  diligent 

*  searcher  of  truth  can  hardly  rest  satisfied 

*  with.  Yet  have  I  recited  their  names,  and 
'  what  constant  tradition  in  our  iamily,  and 
'  their  pedigree,  doth  mention.  Many  brave 
'  men  have  lived  before  Agamemnon,  who  are 
'  now  buried  in  obscurity,  a  fate  which  befalls 
'  every  age  and  every  family,  of  whom  writers 
'  take  little  care,  and  who  seldom  hunt  after 
'  &me,  which  they  leave  to  princes  and  great 

*  men,  whose  actions  serve  for  examples  to 

*  those  of  lower  orders. 

'  For  that  Richard  de  Rodeuey,  we  have 
'  testimony,  both  public  and  private,  clear  as 
'  the  Bunne.  Beyond  him  the  times  are  dark 
'  and  cloudy  without  any  furniture  to  this  ar- 
'  goment :  the  publike  records  reach  no  fur- 
'  ther ;  neither  amongst  my  private  evidences 

*  do  I  find  any  thing  besides  the  genealc^e  or 
'  pedigree.  Whatsoever  we  know  of  Great 
'  Britain,  and  her  inhabitants,  we  take  upon 

*  the  credit  of  some  monkes,  from  whom  we 

*  may  observe  amongst  other  things,  that  mul- 
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'  titudes  of  people  came  into  this  island  from 

*  divers  parts  of  Europe,  gapii^  after  wealth 

*  and  honour.  Nay,  we  have  had  some  of  our 
'  kings  from  the  continent  with  greate  troopes 

*  of  followers :  as  Canutus  from  Denmark ; 
'  from  Normandy,  William  the  1st,  who  made 
'  a  greater  change  here  of  king,  subjects,  law, 
'  and  language ;  from  France,  Stephen,  a 
'  king  in  fact,   though  not  in  right ;    from 

*  Aquitain,  Henry  the  2d,  heir  to  the  crowne 

*  by  heritary  right  from  his  mother,  Maud, 
'  the  Empress.  What  shall  I  say  of  Lewis  of 
'  France,  who  in  the  reigne  of  King  John,  and 
'  his  son  Henry  the  3d,  was  crowned  king  by 
'  the  revolting  nobility :  what  troubles  and 
'  vexations  did  he  not  cause ;  what  altera- 
'  tions ;  whilst  wearing  our  diadem  he  made 
'  a  prey  of  London,  and  the  greatest  part  of 
'  the  kingdom.    The  warre  between  John  and 

*  his  subjects  raised  no  small  tempest  amongst 
'  us;  and  that  between  King  Stephen  and 
'  Maud,  the  Empress,  no  less,  where  the  son 
'  was  against  the  father ;  the  nearest  kindred, 

*  and  the  best  friends  made  a  prey  of  each 
'  other ;  where  nothing  but  pride,  avarice,  and 
'  cruelty  were  to  be  seen,  while  wisdom,  cha- 
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'  rity  and  justice  disappeared,  and  hid  their 

*  heads.    Now,  amongst  such  storms  and  tem- 

*  pests  who  could  find  out  their  parents,  or 

*  patrimony,  or  who  would  care  for  descents 

*  of  families  ?  Whilst  efyery  man  fought  for  his 
'  life,  he  took  no  care  to  leave  commentaries 

*  or  monuments  behind  him ;  but  now,  at  last, 

*  I  have  taken  this  care  upon  me ;  and  to  file 
'  off  the  rust  which  by  the  negligence  of  my 
'  ancestors,  or  by  the  injuria  of  time,  hath 
'  growne  about  our  family,  that  truth  may  be 
'  restored  to  its  honour,  and  posterity  want  no 
'  domestic  examples  to  guide  and  direct  their 
'  Utcs,  especially  to  praise  God  for  his  mer- 
'  cies  to  us,  whilst  other  evil  doers  shall  be  cut 
'  down  like  the  grasse,  and  wither  like  the 

*  greene  herb,  yet  hath  he  continued  us  to  in- 
'  herit  the  earth,  and  to  keepe  the  seats  of  our 
'  ancestors  in  the  midst  of  so  many  changes. 
'  If  I  mistake  in  what  I  write,  let  not  my 
'  children  blame  me,  who  after'  500  years 
'  have  undertaken  this  work,  but  rather  clears 
'  the  passages  by  their  industry.  For  my  part 

*  I  want  leisure,  and  (which  writers  most  de- 

*  sire)  a  calm  and  quiet  mind,  free  from  cares 
'  and  anxieties.      The  Lord  grant  that  my 
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'  nuinbering  up  his  mercies  to  my  family,  and 

*  the  continuing  of  our  name  tbroi^h  so  many 

*  agea,  may  stirre  both  me  and  my  readers  to 
'  a  careful  performance  of  our  duties  towards 

*  him,  and  make  us  worthy  partaken  of  his 
'  mercy,  in  Christ  Jesus. — Amen. 

*  The  names  of  the  several  manors  which 
'  Sir  Richard  Rodeney  died  siezed  of,  with 
'  their  yearly  rents.  What  became  of  those 
«  mentioned  in  the  pedigree  to  be  in  Cornwall 
'  and  Devon,  I  know  not,  unless  the  daughters 

*  who  were  the  heires  before  Sir  Richard  car- 
'  ried  them  away. 

Stoke-Giffbrd,  sinoe  Stoke-Rodenef,  knnual  rent  40 

BackweU 70 

"nilej'B  Court 6 

Overton 8T 

Tuford 1» 

Wiodford IB 

Hallowbrow .  12 

Lamhnt 10 

Lovingtoa 9 

Dinder 13 

'      Over  B«dg«w<irth U 

CoagnabuTj  Rodeoey IS 

In  Bristol,  about 30 

Total  .       .       .   ;n3r 

'  These  manors  are  upon  the  improved  value 
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'  of  twenty  times  the  rent,  which  comes  to 
'  about  6000  pounds  by  the  yeare.     Besides 

*  these  manors  they  had  the  demesnes  at 
'  Rodeney  Stoke,  worth    at   this   time  300 

*  pounds  per  annum,  and  a  demesne  at  Back- 
'  well,  with  200/.  per  annum,  besides  a  parke 

*  at  Backwell  containing  about  140  acres  of 
'  land,  and  stored  with  fallow  deere,  and  AiU 
'  of  great  timber. 


THE  DESCENT  OP  THE  R0DENEY8. 

"  Nosoe  teipBum." 

'  That  the   original   and  beginning   of  all 

*  greate  nations  of  earth  (the  Hebrews  only 
'  excepted)  are  so  wrapped  up  in  all  obscurity, 
'  that  they  are  not  to  be  discerned  by  the 

*  greatest  wit  and  industry  of  man,  is  a  truth 

*  BO  cleare  and  manifest  as  if  it  were  written 
'  with  a  beame  from  the  sunne ;  less  marret 

*  is  it  if  private  families  loose  their  springs, 

*  whose  fame  all   others  neglect,  and  them- 

*  selTes,  either  through  slothe  and  other  di- 
'  versions  are  not  careful  to  preserve  ;  both 
'  the  publike  and  private  coming  under  the 

*  fete  of  greate  rivers,  whose  streams,  wind- 
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*  ings,  and  issues,  are  visible  and  apparent, 
'  but  their  fountains  and  first  heads  hardly  to 

*  be  known ;  besides  it  iareth  with  the  intel- 
'  lectual  eye  looking  upon  time  afar  off,  as 
'  with  the  material  eye  upon  remote  objects, 
'  both  are  apt  to  give  false  ju^ments,  and 
'  to  relieve  themselves  only  by  conjectures  : 

*  neither  are  conjectures  without  due  honour 
'  amongst  wise  men,  for  being  the  conclusions 
'  of  reason  drawne  from  probable  grounds,  they 

*  suffice,  if  not  to  convince  the  understanding, 

*  yet  to  give  convenient  satisfaction.    Histo- 

*  rians  have  always  used  them,  and  the  great 
'  antiquary,  Camden,  s^th,  "  If  we  should 
'  "  exclude  conjectures,  we  should  banish  a 
'  "  great  part  of  the  best  human  learning  out 
'  "  of  the  world."  As  a  iiirther  supply  to  these 
'  losses,  conunon  fame  is  received  as  an  author 

*  of  some  authority ;  and  in  stories  which  run 
'  their  roote  high  into  ages  past,  nothing  oc- 
'  curs  more  ordinarily  than  these  and  like 
'  phrases — "  So  it  was  reported,"  "  the  speech 
'  *'  was,"  "  the  fame  went."  Tenet  fama,  sic 
'  fertur,  dicunt.     lavius.  (Dec.  1st.) 

'  Let  no  man  therefore  accuse  me  of  vanity 
'  or  ambition,  if  I  make  use  of  fame  and  con- 
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*  jectures  when  I  cannot  produce  better  vit- 
'  nesses.  Till  I  come  to  400  yeares,,!  will 
'  prove  my  matter  by  the  eyidence  of  public 
'  records,  private  deeds,  scales,  and  reasons 
'  drawne  from  matter  necessary.  If  after- 
'  wards  I  grope  in  the  dark,  let  it  not  dis- 

*  please  my  readers  more  than  it  doth  me,  for 
'  I  blesse  God  for  his  mercies  to  my  family, 

*  and  comfort  myself  not  a  little  with  this 

*  hope,  that  the  foundation  of  it  was  laid  in 

*  the  favour  of  the  Almighty,  because  he  hath 

*  vouchsafed  to  continue  it  this  long  a  member 

*  of  his  holy  church,  whereas  he  hath  not  dealt 

*  so  with  many  other  fEimilies,  but  suffered 
'  them,  like  meteors,  to  waste  in  a  short  time 

*  after  their  first  appearance.    I  speake  not 

*  this  to  justify  ourselves  above  other  men, 
'  for  I  know  that  all  of  us,  more  or  less,  have 
'  been  overcome  with  human  frailties,  and 
'  that  the  convulsions  of  our  worldly  fortunes 

'  in  this  present  age,  have  been  the  just  pu- 

*  nishment  of  our  sins  that  live  in  it,  or  of 
'  our  forefathers,  or  of  both  ;  but  in  this  I  re- 
'  joice  that  neither  in  the  memory  of  man,  or 

*  in  recordes  beyond  that  even  to  our  first 

*  roote,  doth  there  remain  any  staine  or  im- 
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^  pression  of  those  foule  deeds  which  stick  fast 
'  to  some  other  houses,  as  of  murther,  treason, 

*  rebellion,  and  the  like.    Their  faults  what- 

*  soever  are  not  written  in  greate  letters,  or 

*  become  the  subject  of  common  fame,  or  the 
'  courts  of  jastice ;  but  as  they  lived  without 
'  scandal,  so  they  died  without  shame,  going 
'  out  of  the  world  by  the  ordinary  gate  of 
'  sickness,  and  never  by  the  band  of  violence, 

*  some  few  excepted  of  ancient  times,  that 

*  died  in  the  warres,  and  the  late  unfortunate 

*  Gentleman,  Sir  George  Rodeney*,  who  fell 

*  Of  this  nnfortunftteyoun^miui,  the  following  accoutat  is  ^ren 
ia  Vfthtos'a  Lifi  a/ Jama  the  Firtl.  '  Fraiudi,  daughter  of  Tho- 
'  maa,  Visooimt  Bendon,  mho  was  the  greatest  both  for  birth  and 
'  beauty  in  her  time,  married  one  Prannel,  a  vintner's  son,  and  he 
'  djing  (oon  after,  she  became  a  widow ;  upon  whom.  Sir  Oeoi^ 
'  Rodney,  a  gentleman  in  the  West  (suitable  to  her  for  person  and 
'  fortune)  fixing  his  love,  had  good  hopes  from  her  to  reap  the 
■  fhiita  of  it,  hut  Edward,  Eu-1  of  Hertford,  being  entangled  with 

*  ber  &ii  eyes,  and  she  having  a  long  at  her  grand&thei's  am- 
'  bition,  left  Rodney,  and  married  the  Earl. 

'  Rodney,  having  dtank  in  too  much  affection,  and  not  being 
'  able  with  his  reason  to  digest  it,  summoned  up  hia  scattered 
'  spirits  to  a  most  desperate  attempt,  and  coming  to  Amesbuiy, 
'  whero  the  Earl  and  his  lady  were  then  resident,  to  act  it,  he  re- 
'  tired  to  an  inn  in  the  town,  ahut  himself  up  in  a  chamber,  and 
'  wrote  a  large  paper  of  well  composed  verses  to  the  Countess  in 
'  his  own  blood  (strange  kind  of  composedness),  wherein  he  he- 
'  wails  and  laments  his  own  unh^piness,  and  when  he  had  sent 
'  them  to  her,  as  a  sad  catastrophe  to  all  his  miseries,  he  ran  him- 

*  lelf  i^n  his  sword,  and  so  ended  that  Ufe  which  he  thought 
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*  by  his  own  STord ;  and  although  civil  dis- 

*  Bentiong,  in  the  Barons'  WBires,  lUd  engage 

*  men  in  one  side  or  other,  yet  they,  for  any  I 

*  can  find,  lived  in  a  calme  amidst  those  tem- 
'  pests,  and  were  not  entangled  in  y*  quarrels 

*  of  the  times.    The  reason  of  it  may  be,  that 

*  having  a  firm  estate  of  their  owne,  and  able 

*  to  subsist  of  themselves,  they  kept  indepeu- 

*  dent,  living  within  their  owne  orbe,  and  mas- 
'  tering  those  affections  of  envy  and  ambition 

*  which  commonly  do  but  raise  men  for  a 
'  greater  fall.    They  had  been  always,  from 

*  the  time  we  first  discover  them,  of  the  middle 
'  rank  of  subjects,  which  is  the  most  safe 
'  place. — "  Gives  medii  ealvi  sunt  maximei" 

*  few  or  none  of  better  estates,  under  the  de- 

*  gree  of  Lords,  until  the  great  floode  of  Church 
'  lands  (whereof  they  possessed  not  one  foote) 

*  improved  many  men's  fortunes  to  a  great 

*  height;  nay,  which  is  strange,  from  Sir 
'  Richard  Rodeney,   who  was   borne   under 

*  Henry  the  3d,  to  Sir  George  Rodeney,  in  42 
'  of  Elizabeth,  the  space  of  above  400  years, 

*  death  to  enjpjr,  leatving  the  Countesg  to  ■  strict  remembnnce  of 
'  her  incoiutuicy,  and  himself  «  desperate  and  sad  spectacle  of 
•frailty.* 
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'  they  stood  like  Mare  Mortuum,  and  neither 
'  ebbed  nor  flowed  id  their  fortunes :'  they 
'  were  so  provident  not  to  lessen ;  but  neither 
'  by  marriages,  which  is  theordinary  step  of 
*  augmentation,  nor  by  any  other  means  did 
'  they  make  any  addition,  insomuch  that  at 
'  this  day  I  give  the  coate  single  which  my 
'  first  ancestors  gave,  without  quartering  any 
'  other.' 

What  follows  of  this  curious  tract  are  merely 
extracts,  although  much  of  the  remainder  con- 
tains matter  both  amusing  and  interesting  to 
the  antiquarian. 


'  It  hath  been  a  constant  tradition  in  our 

*  family  that  we  came  into  this  land  with 
'  Maud,  the  Empresse,  from  foraigne  parts; 
'  and  that  for  service  done  by  Walter  Rode- 
'  ney,  in  her  warres  against  King  Stephen, 

*  the  Usurper,  she  gave  them  lands  and  es- 
'  tates  within  this  kingdom. 
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'  This  man  is  the  8th  heire  male  of  his  fa- 
'  mily,  as  they  are  set  down  in  the  ped^ree; 
'  and  in  the  1 1th  yeare  of  Edward  the  2d.  was 
'  knighted  in  the  greate  hall  of  Kainsham,  in 
'  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  it  seemeth  it  is 

*  one  of  the  most  antient  precedents  now  ex- 

*  tant  to  show  the  forme  of  making  knights  in 
'  those  days,  and  it  is  cited  by  Mr.  Selden  in 
'  his  "  Titles  of  Honour,"  his  words  are  these: 
'  "  Under  Edward  the  2d.,  Sir  Richard  Rode- 
'  "  ney  was  knighted  by  being  ^ded  with  a 
'  "  sword  by  Almaricus,  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
'  "  and  having  one  spurre  put  on  by  the  most 
'  "  noble  Lord  Maurice  Berkley,  andtheother 
'  "  by  Bartholomew  of  Badismore." 


■  *  Sir  John  Rotiiief  had  a  daughter  named  Margaret,  who  was 
'  Mcond  wife  to  Thomas  Burdet,  of  Arrow,  beheaded  in  the  1 7tli 
'  year  of  Edward  the  4th,  for  words  spoken  concerning  a  white  buck 
'  which  the  kii^  killed  in  his  paike ;  and  from  her  are  descended 
'nfthnJ  family  whn  is  now  living,  anno  1623,  Thomas  Burdet,  of 
'  Bremcot,  Warwickshire." 
t  '  Sir  Walter  Rodenej,  son  of  &ir  John  Rodeney,  married 
You  I.  C 
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*  There  was  a  tradition  amongst  the  old  men 
'  of  Stoke,  when  X  first  came  thither,  that  the 

*  painted  monument  .in  the  church  was  erected 

*  for  Good  Sir  J(rfm  Bodeney,  as  they  called 
'  him,  and  that  tlmt  addition  of  Ciood  was 

*  giTen  him  because  upon  a  joisting  with  a 
'  German,  upon   London  bridge,  and  that 

*  thereupon  the  king  that  then  was,  willed 

*  to  aske  of  him  some  reward  for  his  valour, 

*  that  he  asked  only  an  abatement  of  the 
'  king's-silver  from  the  tenants  of  Stoke,  from 
■  20  shillings  to  a  noble,  which  was  granted. 


*  Sir  John  Rodeney  died  in  the  18th  yeare 
'  of  Henry  the  8th,  and  left  thpee  soijs,  of 

*  whom  I  have  heard  my  father  tell  this  story  : 

'  That  the  elder  brother,  and  one  of  the 
'  younger,  shoottinge  at  Uie  butts  which  stood 
'  in  the  outer  courte,  and  under  the  old  gate- 

*  house,  they  differed  about  a  shoote,  and 

*  agreed  that  their  brother  that  stood  by  should 

*  measure  and  judge  it.     He  adjudged  it  to 

<  Margaret,  dan^iter  of  tiw  Loid  Hungetfbrd,  which  mtieb  with 
'  Rodeney  is  set  up  in  th«  monuments  of  the  Hungeribnls,  in  the 

*  Mthediat  churdi  <A  Salisbui;.' 

D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 


LIFE    OF   LOBD   BDDNBY.  19 

*  the  younger  brother,  Thereupon  the  eldest 
'  threatened  them  both  that  l^e  would  make 
'  them  repent  it  when  he  came  tQ  his  land. 

'  The  fother  stood  in  a  chamber  iq  the  gate- 
'  house,  beholding  them,  but  unaee4e,apd  heard 

*  the  threatening  words,  who  thereupon  called 
'  out  to  hinL, "  How  now,  sirrah,  are  you  threat- 
'  "  eniQg  your  younger  brothers  1  I  will  make 

*  "  them  live  without  fiiee ;"  and  tbeieupon 
'  settled  the  two  manors  of  Orer-Badgeworth 
'  and  Congresbury  upon  them,  with  condi- 
'  tiou  that  if  one  of  them  died,  the  other  should 
'  hare  them  both,  and  in  case  they  should 
'  both  die  without  issue,  should  then  come 

*  to  the  elder  brother,  Walter  Rodepey,  but 

*  F^^mcis  dying  without  issue,  the  ^o  manors 
'  came  to  Geo^e,  who,  being  a  good  husband, 
■  improved  his  estate  to  a  good  competency. 
'  He  kept  a  very  plentiful  house,  bad  good 
'  store  of  money  in  his  purse,  fuid  died  an 
'  old  man,  anno  1580,  about  80  years  old. 


St  WALIXa  BODNET. 
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'  Sir  Walter  Rodeney  died  before  his  father, 

D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 


20  LIFE   OF   LORD   RODNEY. 

*  was  knighted  in  his  father's  life-time,  and 
'  married   Elizabeth,  sister  to  Sir  William 

*  Compton,  Knt.,  upon  which  marri^e  there 
'  were  deeds  passed  between  Compton  and 
'  Rodney,  whereby  Compton 's  lands  were  as- 
'  sured  upon  Rodney,  if  Compton  died  without 
'  issue,  and  Rodney's  lands  likewise  settled 
'  upon  Compton  if  he  died  without  issue. 

*  The  family  of  Compton  is  since  ennobled. 

*  Sir  Walter  died  in  the  13th  year  of  Henry 
'  the  8th,  and  his  widow  married  Sir  John 

*  Chaworth. 

'  John  Rodeney,  Esq.,  son  of  Sir  Walter, 
'  married   Elizabeth,  daughter  of  the   Lord 

*  Mordant,  which  family  is  since  made  Earl  of 
'  Peterborough,  by  King  Charles  the  1st. 

*  Maurice  Rodeney,  Esq.,  his  son,  was  left 
'  a  ward  when  his  father  died.     He  was  a 

*  ward  to  one  Edward  Powtrel,  a  lawyer,  who 
'  carried  him  to  his  house  in  the  north,  where 

*  it  seems  he  was  bred  carelessly*. 

*  All  that  I  can  say  of  him  is,  that  he  was  a 

*  great  housekeeper,  killing,  usually,  twelve 

*  ■  The  family  of  Powtoel  had  estates  at  West  Hallem,  in  the 
'  coun^  of  Derby.    Of  thia  taaafy  many  monumenta  still  remain 

*  in  the  panih  church.' 
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*  great  oxen  the  twelve  days,  and  that  he  was 

*  the  first  of  this  county  that  gave  livery  cloaks 

*  to  his  men.  He  sued  his  Uvery  in  the  first 
'  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and  died  August 

*  the  9th,  1688.  He  had  been  no  good  hus- 
'  band,  for  he  died  in  debt,  and  had  sold  lands 
'  in  Bristol  to  the  value  of  about  50/.  old 
'  rent,  and  the  impropriation  of  Buckworth. 


Ki  QEORGB  RODBNET, 


'  Son  of  Maurice  Rodeney,  Esq.,  dyii^  in 
'the  year  1601,  without  issue,*  there  grew 
'  great  suits  in  law  about  his  estate,  his  sisters 
'  claiming  it  as  heirs  general,  and  my  father, 
'  Sir  John  Rodney,  as  heir  male  of  the  family, 
'  but  claiming  it  by  Sir  George  Rodney's  will. 
'  What  the  success  was  of  those  suits  shall 
*  appear  in  my  father's  life ;  but  with  Sir 
'  Geoi^e  ended  the  first  line  of  the  family. 


GEORGE  RODENBT, 


'  Second  son  of  Sir  John  Rodeney.  His  ia- 
'  ther  left  him,  by  the  death  of  his  brother 
'  Francis,  the  two  manors  of  Over  Badgworth 


•  '  Thia  WM  the  unfortunate  gentleman  who  fell  upon  hii  sword 
'  lor  love  of  ^  UucbioneH  of  HertfordL'— Tide  p.  13. 
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'  and  Coiigresbury,  and  he  being  a  good  hus- 
'  band,  improTed  his  estate  to  a,  good  compe- 

*  tency.     He  rented  the  demesne  of  Stoke 

*  during  his  nephew  Maurice's  minority ;  also 

*  a  tenement  in  Butleigh.    He  had  bought  also 

*  the  whole  manor  of  Butleigh ;  but  before  it 

*  was  conveyed,  he  was  undermined  by  old 

*  Christopher  Simtocks,  who  was  Steward  of 

*  the  court  to  Maurice  Rodeney  by  this  trick. 

'  Hearing  that  my  grandfather  had  com- 

*  pounded  for  it,  and  articled,  and  paid  part 
'  of  the  money,  he  went  to  the  gentleman  thbt 
'  sold  it,  and  offered  him  more  money  thad 

*  my  grandfather  was  to  pay  for  it.    The  gen- 

*  tleman  told  him  that  he  had  already  sold  it 

*  to  Mr.  Rodeney,  and  could  not  go  from  his 

*  bargain.   Simcocks  replied  that  he  would  get 

*  Mr.  Rodeney's  good  will.  The  gentleman 
'  answered,  if  he  could  do  so,  he  would  take 

*  his  money.    Thereupon  the  old  fox  comes 

*  to  Mr.  Rodney,  to  his  house  at  'Westbury, 

*  bringing  two  men  with  him;  and,  after  salu- 

*  tations,  told  him  he  had  bought  the  manor 

*  of  Butleigh.      "  If  you  hare,  much  good 

*  "  may  it  do  you."    Simcocks  turns  about  to 

*  his  two  men,  and  bade  them  bear  witness, 
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*  for  thiS86  Vtords  vete  a  good  atonetaent  iA 

*  taw.    Yet  fbr  all  this  there  greir  saitB  at  la* 

*  between  them ;  and  my  grandfather,  rather 

*  than  to  hold  his  bargain  with  the  trouble  of 

*  fanr,  took  hit  nlone^,  and  that  one  tenement 

*  in  Batlei^,  by  a  large  ledse  Of  y earst  which 

*  he  left  to  my  father. 


Kr  JOHN  RODBNBt,  Knt 


*  Son  of  Geotge  Rodeney,  second  son  of  Sir 

*  John  tlodeney,  was  bom  at  Stoke,  while  his 
'  fathet-  rented  the  demesnes  there,  about  the 
'  year  1549.  He  was  bred  a  scholar  at  Corpus 

*  Chrlsti  CoU^e,  Oxford,  and  afterwards  mar- 

*  ried  Jane  Seymour,  a  daughter  of  Sir  Henry 

*  Seymour,  Knt.,  brother  of  Edwdrd,  Duke  of 
'  Sbmerset,  add  to  Queen  Jane  Seymour,  from 
'  whom  King  Edward  the  Sixth,  to  whom  my 
'fetherwas  cousin-german;  so  was  she  llke- 
'  iHse  to  Edward,  Barl  of  Hertford,  the  Duke  s 
'  son  and  heir.  She  was  a  very  wise  arid  pro- 
'  vident  lady,  and  brought  him  a  thoiisafad 
'  pounds  (fortion,  with  many  children,  sons  and 
'  daughters.  Aher  he  was  fti^t  matried,  he 
'  bought  the  farm  of  Chedder,  and  lived  there 
'  two  or  three  years.    He  then  t>ot%ht  a  lease 


:dbvGoogIe 


24  LIFE   QT.   LORD   RODNEY. 

'  of  Pilton  Park  and  Farm  for  three  lives — his 
'  own,  his  mother's,  and  his  son  Edward ;  also 

*  a  lease  of  Westbury  Park  and  other  Ifuids 

*  for  120  years. 

'  Upon  the  death  of  Sir  George  Rodeney, 
'  who  died  without  issue,  there  fell  great  suits 
'  in  law  between  my  father  and  the  sisters  of 
'  Sir  Geoige,  who  claimed  his  estates  as  heirs 

*  at  common  law,  and  my  father  by  Sir 
'  George's  will,  whereby  he  gave  the  whole 
'  estate  to  him.    The  heirs  at  law  challenged 

*  the  will  because  it  was  not  sealed,  and  was 
'  insufficient,  being  made  by  a  man  that  was 

*  not  compos  mentis.  My  father,  on  the  other 
'  side,  defended  the  contrary,  as  that,  at  the 
'  time  of  his  making  the  will,  he  was  free  firom 
'  any  the  least  distraction.  After  four  years* 
'  suits  in  most  or  all  the  courts  in  Westmin- 
'  ster,  and  much  money  spent,  by  the  media- 
'  tion  of  Sir  John  Popham,    Chief  Justice, 

*  (who  professed  great  good  will  to  Sir  Greorge 
'  Rodeney,  and  that  he  was  loath  to  see  his 

*  estate  spent  in  law,  which  he  thot^ht  was 

*  Tery  likely),  by  consent  of  all  parties  it  was 

*  agreed  to  refer  it  to  his  arbitriment,  which 

*  he  made  in  this  manner : 
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*  "  The  demesnes  of  Stoke  and  Backwell 

*  "  Park  to  be  sold  to  pay  Sir  George  Rode- 

*  "  ney's  debts,  being  about  £7000.  The  rest 
'  "  of  the  estate,  being  £260  rent,  to  be  di- 
'  "  Tided  between  my  father  and  the  other 
'  "  parties." 

'  My  father  being  unwilling  to  let  the  de- 
'  mesnes  of  Stoke  go  away  &om  his  family, 
'  having  been  y*  ancient  seat  of  the  Rode- 

*  neys,  purchased  it,  and  here  began  nostri 
'fundi  calamitaa ;  for,  together  with  these 
'  debts  of  Sir  George  Rodeney,  it  fell  out  so, 
'  that  at  that  very  time  he  was  to  buy  his  lease 
'  of  Pilton  Park,  for  three  lives,  besides  the 

*  marriage  of  his  second  dai^hter  to  Sir  Theo- 

*  dore  Newton,  and  his  third  daughter  to  Mr. 
'  Trenchard,   which  cost  him  i400  pounds, 

*  and  the  great  extreme  he  was  then  in  law 
'  brought  him  to  be  much  in  debt,  who  before 

*  was  always  pmvhasing,  and  full  of  money ; 
'  but  if  God  had  given  him  a  longer  life,  his 
'  providence  was  such  as  would  have  carried 
'  him  through  all  difficiUties,  and  he  would 
'  have  left  his  estate  free  to  me  his  heir,  who 

*  was  now  to  undergo  those  great  burthens 
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« with  young  Weak  ehduldeni  as  ItHl  appear 

*  in  that  Irhloh  Jblloweth. 

*  He  had  many  childrell,-^ixteen  or  seveb- 

*  teen,  but  left  behind  hitn  at  his  death  seven, 
'  vlt.— Edward,  Henry,  Oeoi^  and  William, 
'  and  tliree  daughters.    Henry  was  drowned 

*  on  thfe  coast  of  Africa :  Geoige  married  Adna 
'  Jakes,  widow  to  the  Lord  Roos,  and«  after- 
<  wards,  Satah,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Gage, 

*  in  Cambridgeshire.     William  married  the 

*  daughter  of  Sit  Thomas  Ceesar. 

'  Sir  Johti  Rodeney  was  knighted  in  the 

*  first  year  of  King  James,  and  died  in  the 

*  year  IfllS,  while  performing  the  office  of 
'  Sherriff  at  the  assizes,  at  Chard.  He  was  of 
'  a  just  stature,  six  feet  high,  or  near  there- 
'  about ;  of  a  sound  constitution  of  body, 
'  haring  been  seldom  sick.  He  was  Tery  tem- 

*  perate  in  his  diet,  just  in  all  his  dealings, 
'  chaste  hi  wedlock,  a  good  master  to  his  ser- 

*  rants,  Tery  hospitable  in  hi»part  and  manner 

*  of  liring,  and  generally  an  honest  man  and 

*  a  good  Christian. 
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'  Sir  Edward  Rodeney  waA  bom  on  the 
'  38th  June,  1590  i  was  sent  to  ft  gramiuar 

*  school  at  Trowbridge,  and  afterward«  to 
'  Magdalen  College,  Oxfbrdj  where  he  coin* 

*  tinned  almdst  four  years ;  was  then  plticbd  a 

*  student  in  the  Middle  Tonple,  I^ondon, 
'  where  be  saluted  only  the  law  at  a  distance, 

*  and  mispent  his  time. 

'In  1611.  he  went  beyond  setus  with  Sir 
'  William  Seymour,  second  sonne  of  William, 
'  Ix>rd  Beauchamp,  who  fled  with  the  liftdy 
'  Arabella*,  whom  he  bad  married  privately, 

* '  The  ladj  ArabeH*  Stoatt,  iue«a  to  Lord  Darnlejr,  King 

*  Junu'i  UOmc,  and  dauf  hter  of  Chadu.  Eari  of  Lennox,  by 
'  Elisabeth,  lister  of  Williun  Cavendish,  firat  Earl  of  Deronihire, 
'  of  that  buniljf .    On  account  of  her  clandestine  maniage  with 

*  Seymour,  the  King  eommltted  tbe  latter  to  the  Tower,  and  eon- 
'  lined  Lady  Arabella  to  her  house  at  Hlgbgste.  He  made  hia 
'  escf^  to  Duntdric,  where  he  hoped  to  hate  fbund  his  bride,  who, 
'  conducted  by  Rodney  ttoia  HIghgate,  haA  embaified  on  board  a 
'  Aench  vessel  at  the  mouth  of  the  Thames,  and  had  nearly 
'  reactied  Calais,  when  she  was  overtaken  by  one  of  the  King's 
'  Teasels  dispatched  in  punnit  of  her,  and  conveyed  back  to  the 

*  Tower,  where,  after  an  imprisonment  of  four  years'  duration,  she 
'  loat  her  reason,  and  died.  Her  husband's  gnuidmother,  tbe 
'  La^  VMnoM  Gmt,  had  ban  oooflHid  Ui  tha  aama  priion,  aad 
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'  whereat  King  James  took  gre&te  oSense, 

*  and  committed  them  both  to  eeveral  priBons, 
'  from  whence  they  escaped ;  but  the  Lady 
'  Arabella  was  taken  again,  and  committed  to 
'  the  Tower,  where  she  died  of  sicknesse.    Sir 

*  Edward  Rodeney  returned  again  in  Candle- 
'  mas  time  the  same  yeare,  but  Sir  William 
'  Seymour  not  until  four  years  after,  and  not 
'  till  the  Lady  Arabella  was  dead.    After  that 

*  he  returned ;  and  is  now,  by  the  death  of  his 

*  elder  brother.  Earl  of  Hertford,  and  since 
'  Marquis  of  Hertford.  Sir  Edward  Rodeney, 
'  and  those  brothers,  the  Seymours,  were  bred 

*  dietl  in  156f,  for  a  simDar  offense.  Seymour,  who  was  after- 
'  wards  permitted  to  return,  distinguished  himself,  by  his  loyalty, 
'  through  throe  succesnre  reigns,  and  retained  his  romantic  pas- 
'  rion  for  the  lady  of  his  first  affections ;  for  he  called  the  daughter 
'  he  had  by  his  second  lady,  the  Lady  Prances  Derereux,  nster  of 
'  Robert  Devereux,  Earl  of  Essex,  by  the  ever  beloved  name  of 
<  Aiabeila  Stuart 

'  Where  London'i  Tovre  its  turrets  show. 
So  stately  by  the  lliamet'  ade, 
Ftir  Arabella,  child  of  woe. 
For  many  a  day  had  sat  and  sighed. 

'  And  as  shee  heard  the  waves  arise. 
And  as  shee  heard  the  bleake  windes  roaie. 
As  fast  did  heave  her  heartfelte  aighes. 
And  still  so  &st  her  teares  did  poure.' 
Er  Aira's  Old  Balladt,  supposed  to  be  written  by  HiCKUb 

D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 


LIFE   OF  LOBD   BODNEV.  29 

'  together  in  the  echooles  of  Trowbridge  and 
'  Oxford,  which  contracted  such  a  friendship 

*  betweene  Sir  William  Seymour  and  him,  that 

*  he  readily  exposed  himself  to  any  hazard  to 

*  be  in  his  company,  and  since,  so  much 
'  favor  from  the  same  person  being  Marquiss, 
'  and  so  much  respect  from  Sir  Edward 
'  Rodeney  to  the  Marquiss,  as  to  no  man 
'  so  much.    It  is  true  they  were  near  allied, 

*  for  Sir  Edward  Rodeney  was  more  than  half 
'  a  Seymour  by  the  mother's  side,  who  was 
'  daughter  to  Sir  Henry  Seymour,  brother  to 

*  the  Duke  of  Som^-set,  and  to  ^eene  Jane 
'  Seymour. 

*  Sir  Edward  Rodeney  married  in  May, 
'  1614,  Mrs.  Frances  Southwell,  in  the  pre- 

*  sence-chamber,  at  Somersett  House,  in  the 
'  Strand,  then  the  Queen's  house,  and  called 
'  Denmark-house.  She  was  a  lady  of  Queen 
'  Anna's  privie  chamber,  and  the  Queen 
'  kept  the  marriage  feast  all  that  day,  at 

*  extraordinary  chaises.  She  invited  the 
'  King  from  Whitehall,  who  knighted  me  that 
'  day,  as  he  passed  through  the  privie 
'  chamber  with  the  Prince's  sword.    I  was 

*  conveyed  from  my  chamber  la  Westminster 
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*  tQ  tbe  Court,  wltb  about  forty  kni^ts  and 

*  gentlepieD,    my    firien4B  and   countrymen, 

*  all  mounted  upoi^  greate  horses  ripbly  fur- 

*  piflhed  witli  foote  clothes  and  rich  saddles. 
'  Bishop  Mo)itagu»  being  dean  of  the  chapel, 
'  married  us.    I  lodged  in  the  Queen's  house 

*  that  night.    The  presents  in  plate  given 

*  unto  my  ^f<e  that  day  by  greate  lords  and 
'  ladies,  and  others,  h^r  ^ends  and  kindred, 

*  did  amoant  in  value  Qpar  9000  pounds ; 
f  but  my  cha^e  in  appvel,  veddii^'^oves, 
<  scarfes.  and  rewards  to  those  that  brought 

*  tbe  prevents,  did  AiUy  equal  it. 

'  The  Queene  gave  her  all  her  iredding- 
'  clothes,  worth  at  least  600  pounds,  and  the 
'  King  and  Queene  gave  her  jewels  to  the 
>  value  of  1000  pounds. 

*  My  wife's  father  was  Sir  Robert  gouth- 
'  well,  of  Woodrising,  in  Norfolk,  a  gentleman 

*  of  ancieut  family,  and  of  great  estate.  Her 
f  mother  was  the  I«ady  Elisabeth  Howard, 

*  daughter  to  Charles  Howard,  Eeri  of  Not- 

*  tiugham,  and  liord  High  Admiral  of  Eng- 
'land. 

*  Of  their  dai^hter  I  will  leave  this  testi- 

*  mony,  that  her  birth,  education,  and  fltber 
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'  qi^ifications  of  b^r  miitrl  wd  penoq»  m^e 

*  bpr  »  fit  wife  for  a  ni»n  of  a  fer  grpftter  ft>rtiw»e 
'  than  myself,  »f  vhpin  }  m^y  ^peake  in  the 

<  VQ^ds  of  jSolomoD,  '^  AfaQy  daMghten  i^ve 

*  ^<  done  Tirtuoiuly,  hut  thou  ex^e^dest  tbem 
f "  aU." 

'  She  broqght  tq  her  husband  thirteen 
'  children,  eig^t  daughters,  w4  Ave  eonnes, 
'  named  Jpbi>t  and  John,  EdFard,  William, 
f  and  George]  all  of  wboTfi  died  under  age, 

<  ^ave  George,  vho  lived  to  be  32  yeares  old, 
'  dying  in  tbe  prime  of  bis  ^e. 

'  His'  third  daqght#r>  Penelope,    married 

<  Peter  Gleune,  pf  Norfolk,  E»q.,  and  his 

*  fourth  daugbter,  Ann,  married  Sir  Thopnas 
'  Qrydges,  of  Kainshani,  in  this  county  of 

*  Somerset. 

'  Here  give  me  leave  to  make  soine  apo- 
'  logie  for  myself,  becanse,  when  I  die,  there 
'  will  be  s^  end  of  my  family,  and  fiie  for- 

*  tunes  of  my  bonse,  least  it  may  be  ^ofight 
'  that  unthriAiness,  or  S(>me  other  bad  faults 
'  in  me,  have  been  the  cause  of  its  ruiP' 
*That  God  hath  pi^t  an  end  to  it  by  the 

*  death  pf  my  deare  George,  is  neither  matter 
'  of  ifon^er,  nor,  in  true  estiiuatipni  ft  punish- 
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'  ment,  for  who  is  punched  ?  My  deare 
'  Geoi^  hath  gained  an   exceeding  weight 

*  of  glory  hy  it.  His  sins,  whatsoeTer  they 
'  were,  by  reason  of  his  tender  years,  being 
'  only  sins  of  infirmitie,  which  Clod  is  de- 
'  lighted  to  pardon,  if  men  will  but  aske 
'  mercy  (as  he  did)  in  h^  death-bed.  His 
'  good  parts  were  not  a  few.  A  clean  mouth, 
'  never  speaking  Ul  of  any ;  if  he  could  not 
'  speak  well,  he  would  say  nothing.  He  kept 
'  a  perfect  mastery  over  his  passions ;  to  his 
'  parents  he  was  obedient  and  affectionate, 

*  beii^,  indeed,  the  staffe  of  my  age,  doing  ail 
'  my  businesses  for  me,  as  in  keeping  courts, 
'  receiving  and  accounting  for  monies,  and 
'  when,  by  reason  of  my  adhering  to  the  King 

*  in  those  imnatural  warres,  I  had  been  several 
'  times  imprisoned,  the  last  of  those  times  he, 
'  being  growne  up  to  man's  estate,  and  able 
'  for  businesse,  he  went  up  to  London,  soli- 
'  cited  my  enlai^ement,  and,  having  obtained 
'  it,  came  post   with  it  from  London,    and 

*  brought  it  to  me  the  next  day  at  Taunton, 
'  riding  night  and  day  with  it,  a  journey  of 
'  120  miles.  He  gave  a  good  testimony  of 
'  a  religious  mind,  as  in  vowing  to  set  aparte 
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'  a  day  in  the  week  of  thanksgiTing  for  par- 
'  ticular  mercies  from  Grod  to  him,  and  in  giv- 
'  ing  alms  according  to  his  small  mite.    He  was 

*  of  a  just  stature,  about  six  foote  high,  well 
'  proportioned  through  his  whole  body,  active 

*  and  full  of  spirit.  His  education  was  much 
'  interrupted  by  reason  of  the  warres,  for  I 
'  was  forced  to  take  him  from  the  schoole  at 
'  Westminster,  for  fear  he  should  be  enticed 
'  to  take  up  arms  against  the   King,   being 

*  myself  engaged  in  his  quarrel. 

'  This  is  all  I  will  say  concerning  him,  a 
'just  commendation  being  due  to  him,  and 
'  all  the  wealth  I  can  leave  him  now.  I  said 
'  before,  that  in  true  estimation  this  period  of 
'  my  family  was  no  punishment,  for  what 
'  punishment  is  it  to  change  a  brittle  and 
'  fading  inheritance  for  one  that  is  immortal 
'  and  everlasting  ?  or,  if  it  be  a  punishment, 

*  it  is  much  lightened  by  the  multitude  of 
'  sufferers  in  the  same  kind.  Solamen  wiseris 
'  sodos  habuissc  doloris. 

*  Five    hundred    yeares   is    the    common 

*  period  of  kingdoms,  and  a  very  few  or  no 
'  families  go  beyond  that  period,  very  many 
'  come  short  of  it;  so  as  in  true  account,  it  is 

Vol.  I.  D 
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'  rather  a  blessing  to  have  lasted  so  long; 
'  than  a  punishment  to  end  at  last. 
*  I  have  nov  done  with  this  broken  dis' 

*  course,  and  indeed  with  the  world,  waiting 
'  till  my  change  come,  as  the  text  of  my 
'  Sonne's   funeral  sennon   speaketh,    which 

*  may  serve  for  the  history  of  his  short  life. 

'  "  If  a  man  die,  shall  he  live  again  ?  All 
'  "  the  days  of  my  appointed  time  will  I  wait 
'  "  till  my  change  come."  ' 
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Upon  the  demise  of  Sir  Edward  Rodeney, 
the  estates  of  Stoke-Rodeney,  &c.  &c.  &c.» 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  which  had  con- 
tinued in  possession  of  his  family  for  so  many 
centuries,  were  lost  to  the  Rodeneys  for  ever, 
in  consequence  of  the  marriage  of  his  daugh- 
ters into  other  families. 

Stoke-Rodney  is  at  present  in  the  posses- 
sion of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buckii^ham, 
in  rig^t  of  his  wife,  the  heiress  of  the  Lord 
Duke  of  Chandos,  who  inherited  the  same 
from  Sir  Thomas  Brydges,  of  Keynsham,  who 
married  Anna,  fourth  daughter  of  Sir  Ed- 
ward Rodeney. 

Sir  Edward  Rodeney  had  three  brothers — 
Henry,  Geoige,  and  William  :  one  of  them 
(Geo^e)  had  a  son,  Antony  Rodney,  Esq.,* 

'  Thia  gentleman  is  the  Urst  of  bis  fiunily  who  assumed  the 
nmc  of  Aodnfy, 

DS 
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who  served  in  the  Spanish  campaigns,  under 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough,  and  whose  com- 
mission as  Lieut.-G}lonel,  in  Leigh's  regiment 
of  cavalry,  bore  date  February  lOth,  1694. 

His  son,  Henry  Rodney,  Esq.,  was  a  cornet 
of  horse  in  the  same  wars,  having  obtained 
his  commission  at  the  early  age  of  four- 
teen ;  but  quitting  the  army  after  a  short 
period  of  service,  he  settled  at  Walton-upon- 
Thames,  and  married  Mary,  eldest  daughter 
and  co-heiress  of  Sir  Henry  Newton,  envoy 
extraordinary  to  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany, 
and  afterwards  Judge  of  the  Admiralty,  &c., 
&c.,  by  whom  he  had  five  children, — three 
sons  and  two  daughters.  The  eldest  son  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two ;  the  second,  George 
Brydges,  afterwards  became  i<ord  Rodney ; 
James,  the  youngest,  was  twice  married,  but 
died  without  issue,  as  did  also  the  two 
daughters. 

Through  the  interest  of  his  kinsman,  the 
Duke  of  Chandos,  who  usimlly  attended  his 
Majesty,  Geoi^  the  First,  on  his  joumej^  to 
and  from  the  continent,  Mr.  Rodney  obtained 
the  command  of  the  royal  yacht ;  and  having 
on  one  of  these  occasions  been  asked  what 
mark  of  kindness  he  would  wish  his  Majesty 
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to  confer  upon  him,  he  replied,  "  that  his  Ma- 
jesty would  stand  sponsor  for  his  son," 
which  request  having  been  graciously  acceded 
to,  his  son  was  named  Geoige  Brydges,  after 
his  royal  and  noble  godfathers. 

Georoe  Brydges  Rodney  was  bom  on  the 
i9th  of  February,  1718,  and  at  a  very  early 
age  was  sent  to  Harrow  School.  It  is  not  pro- 
bable that  at  this  distance  of  time  there 
should  exist  any  records  to  prove  that  he  dis- 
played any  of  .those  early  indications  of  ge- 
nius, or  those  blossomings  of  courage  and 
self-possession,  which  in  these  later  times 
marked  the  infancy  and  characterized  the 
maturer  years  of  Lord  Nelson,  Napoleon,  and 
other  eminent  men. 

By  some  persons  incidents  of  this  nature 
may  be  deemed  trifling  and  unimportant. 
To  such,  however,  as  take  pleasure  in  search- 
ing into  the  human  mind,  investigating  its 
principles,  and  watching  the  progress  and 
workings  of  the  youthful  intellect,  with  re- 
ference to  its  developement  at  a  riper  age, 
the  mention  of  them  must  ever  afford  interest 
and  amusement ;  it  is  to  be  r^etted,  there- 
fore, that  no  testimonies  are  to  be  found  of 


:dbvGoogIe 


«*  LIFE   OP   LORD   RODNEY. 

those  traits  of  character  in  young  Rodney's 
boyish  days ;  those  more  especially  of  pene- 
tration and  decision  which  manifested  them- 
selves so  strongly  in  after  life. 

He  quitted  Harrow  at  twelve  years  of  age ; 
and  his  royal  sponsor,  the  king,  having  given 
him  a  letter  of  service,  (the  last  ever  granted,) 
he  went  to  sea,  and  served  with  Admiral 
Medley  six  years,  on  the  Newfoundland  sta- 
tion. On  the  15th  of  February,  1739,  he  was 
made  lieutenant  in  the  Dolphin,  1:^  Admiral 
Haddock,  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  served 
successively  in  the  Essex,  Royal  Sovereign, 
and  Namur.  In  1742,  Admiral  Mathews 
appointed  him  to  the  Plymouth  man-of-war, 
of  sixty-four  guns,  in  which  he  brought  home 
three  hundred  sail  of  the  Lisbon  trade  through 
the  midst  of  the  French  fleet,  then  cruising 
in  the  chops  of  the  Channel  to  intercept  them, 
for  which  he  received  the  warmest  thanks 
and  acknowledgments  of  the  merchants.  Cap- 
tain Rodney  was  confirmed  in  his  rank  by 
the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  appointed  to 
the  conmiand  of  the  Sheemess,  in  which  he 
continued  eighteen  months,  when  he  was  re- 
moved to  the  Ludlow  Castle,  of  forty  guns,  in 
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which  ship  he  fought  and  took  the  great  St. 
Maloea  privateer,  of  forty  guns,  and  one  hun- 
dred men  more  than  the  Ludlow  Castle. 
From  this  period  until  December,  1745,  he 
was  employed  under  rarious  orders,  convoying 
troops  to  the  eiege  of  Ostend,  convoy  to  the 
King  from  Harwich,  &c.,  &c.  Being  ap- 
pointed to  the  Centurion,  he  cruised  in  the 
North  Sea  two  years,  and  commanded  on 
that  station  while  the  Pretender  was  at  Edin- 
burgh, until  the  arrival  of  Admiral  Byng ;  and 
for  the  many  important  services  he  performed 
there,  he  was  rewarded  with  the  command  of 
the  Eagle,  of  sixty-four  guns ;  in  proceeding 
to  join  which  ship  at  Harwich,  he  struck  upon 
the  Whiting,  a  quicksand  off  Orfordness,  and 
lay  near  four  hours  six  feet  in  the  sand,  and 
escaped  with  the  loss  of  his  rudder,  and  about 
thirty  feet  of  his  false  keel,  after  throwing 
every  thing  overboard  but  his  guns,  and  cut- 
ting away  part  of  his  masts.  During  all  this 
time  his  brother,  Mr.  James  Rodney,  served 
on  board  his  ship,  but  soon  after  quitted  the 
naval  service,  for  which  he  had  little  incli- 
nation. 
In  the  month  of  April,  1747,  the  British 
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ministry  dispatched  a  small  squadron,  con- 
sisting of  the  Kent  and  Hampton  Court,  of 
seventy  guns,  Eagle  and  Lion,  of  sixty, 
Chester,  fifty,  and  Hector,  forty-four,  to  en- 
deavour to  intercept  the  French  homeward- 
bound  St.  Domingo  fleet,  whom  they  fell  in 
with  on  the  20th  of  June,  ofi*  Cape  Ortegal. 
The  French  were  to  windward.  The  British 
ships  chased  them  the  whole  day,  and  at  night 
the  French  men-of-war  bore  off  them  about 
five  miles.  The  British  ships,  being  foul  and 
sickly  by  so  long  a  cruise,  could  not  gain 
upon  them  from  eleven  o'clock,  a.m.  till 
five  p.  M.,  with  all  sails  set,  though  the  French 
were  under  their  top-sails  and  fore-sails.  At 
five,  the  French  men-of-war  set  their  main- 
sail and  top-gallant  sails,  and  went  away 
without  making  any  signal,  either  by  gun  or 
light,  and,  escaping  in  the  n^ht,  abandoned 
their  convoy.  The  next  day,  there  being 
very  little  wind,  the  British  ships  pursued  the 
French  merchantmen,  which  had  separated, 
and  took  several,  but  the  day  following,  the 
wind  blew  fresh,  with  very  thick  weather. 
The  Advice,  Captain  Haddock,  being  a  clean 
ship,   and  cruising  in    the   soundings,   took 
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eight  of  them,  and  Captain  Haddock,  haTing 
on  the  25th  met  with  the  Anglesea  and 
^dgewater,  gave  their  captains  orders  to  go  - 
in  immediate  pursuit  of  them.  By  the  second 
of  July,  the  Gloucester,  the  Falcon,  and  the 
Eagle,  had  taken  and  brought  into  port 
twelve  more  ships,  so  that  forty-eight  in  the 
whole  had  been  sent  in*. 

The  Eagle,  soon  after  this  event,  joined 
the  squadron  under  the  command  of  Admiral 
Hawkef ;  and  in  the  gallant  and  well-fought 
action  with  the  French  fleet,  under  the 
command   of  M.  de  I'Etendiere,  off  Finis- 


•  The  whole  amounted  to  1 1 ,539  tons,  and  1259  men.    They 
msK  laden  with  sugar,  indigo,  cotton,  eoffee,  and  bideii. 

{Rear  Admiral  Hawke, 
Certain  Moore. 
Captain  Fox. 
Captftin  Coles. 
Captain  Saunders. 
Captain  Harrison. 
Captain  Watson. 
C^tain  Hanway. 
C^itain  Scott. 
Captun  Hasluid. 
Captain  Sanmarei. 
Captun  Bentley. 
Captain  Rodney. 
Captain  DureU. 


Devonshire, 

86  guns. 

Kent, 

64   „ 

Edinbmyh, 

70  .. 

64    ., 

Monmouth, 

70   „ 

Princess  Louisa, 

60   ., 

Windsor, 

60   ,. 

Lyon, 

60   „ 

TObury, 

60    ., 

Nottingham. 

60  „ 

Defiance, 

«l>  >, 

Eagle. 

60   „ 

SO   „ 

Portland, 

SO   „ 
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terre,  on  the  14th  October,  in  the  same  year, 
bore  a  conspicuous  and  distinguished  part. 
During  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  Admiral 
Hawke,  observing  the  Eagle  and  Edinbui^h 
much  crippled,  having  each  lost  their  fore-top 
masts,  and  hard  pressed  by  superior  numbers, 
moat  nobly  bore  down  to  their  assistance, 
and  having  given  them  the  support  they 
needed,  immediately  attacked  and  took  the 
French  ship  the  Trident,  of  sixty-foxu*  guns, 
and  after  that  engaged  and  took  the  Terrible, 
seventy-four  guns. 

Captain  Rodney,  having  compelled  the 
French  ship  with  which  he  had  been  chiefly 
engaged,  to  surrender,  instantly  boarded  her, 
and  made  his  way  to  the  French  captain, 
who,  having  given  up  his  sword,  remarked, 
with  the  characteristic  badinage  of  a  French- 
man, even  under  the  severest  misfortunes,  ' 
"  that  he  should  rather  have  met  the  Eagle 
"  in  the  shape  of  a  dove,  with  the  olive- 
"  branch  of  peace."  To  which  Rodney  in- 
stantly replied,  in  the  words  of  his  motto, 
"  Eagles  do  not  beget  doves :"  and  in  1780, 
when  he  was  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  a 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  the  above  circumstances 
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were  made  the  insignia  of  his  anus ;  viz.,  or, 
three  eagles  displayed  purpnre,  answering  to 
the  thi«e  Tictories  he  had  then  gained  orer 
the  French  and  Spaniards*. 

At  the  Teiy  end  of  this  war,  a  small  squa- 
dron, of  which  the  Eagle  was  one,  fell  in 
with  a  Spanish  fleet,  from  the  West  Indies, 
of  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  witli  a  rich  conToy, 
and,  notwithstanding  their  own  inferiority, 
they  took  from  them  six  sail  of  merchantmen. 

Upon  Captain  Rodney's  return  to  England, 
the  Eagle  was  paid  off,  and  on  his  arrival  in 
London,  Lord  Anson  presented  him  to  the 
King,  when  his  Majesty  said  to  Lord  Anson, 
that  he  did  not  before  imagine  that  he  had  so 
young  a  man  a  captain  in  his  navy,  to  which 
Lord  Anson  replied,  '*  Sire,  young  Rodney 
"  has  been  six  years  a  captain  in  your 
"  Majesty's  navy,  and,  without  reflection,  I 
"  wish,   most  heartily   wish,  your  Majesty 

*The  ahipa  captured  in  this  action  were — 

IjC  Terrible  ....  74  gaia, 

he  Honaique  ....  74    „ 

Le  Neptune  ....  70    » 

Le  Trident  .       .       ,       .  S4    „ 

Le  Fot^eux  ....  14    „ 

LeSerern  ....  60   „ 
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"  had  one  hundred  more  such  captains,  to  the 
"  terror  of  your  Majesty's  enemies."  To  this 
the  Kxag  replied,  "  We  wish  so  too,  my 
lord." 

All  the  helligerent  powers  were  hy  this  time 
heartily  tired  of  a  seven  years'  war,  which  had 
consumed  an  immeiisi^  of  treasure,  had  been 
productive  of  so  much  mischief,  and  in  the 
events  of  which,  all  in  their  turns  had  found 
themselves  disappointed ;  and  what,  says 
Smollet,  "  were  the  fruits  which  Great  Britain 
"  reaped  from  this  long  and  desperate  strug- 
"  gle  ? — a  dreadful  expense  of  blood  and 
"  treasure,  disgrace  upon  di^race  ;  an  addi- 
"  tional  load  of  grievous  impositions,  and  the 
"  national  debt  accumulated  to  the  enormous 
"  sum  of  eight  millions  sterling," 

A  congress  was  held  at  Aix-la-Chapelle, 
1748,  and  a  peace  was  concluded  on  terms 
not  a  little  disgraceful  to  the  British  nation. 
The  English  agreed,  after  the  ratification  of 
the  treaty,  to  send  two  persons  of  rank  and 
distinction  to  France,  as  hostages,  until  resti- 
tution should  be  made  of  Cape  Breton,  and  all 
other  conquests  which  Great  Britain  had 
made  during  the  war.    This  was  an  humili- 
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ating  clause  ;  but  to  add  to  the  general  error 
of  the  negotiation,  no  preTention  was  put  to 
the  searching  the  English  vessels  in  the 
American  seas,  upon  which  the  war  had 
originally  begun,  nor  did  the  English  receive 
any  equivalents  for  those  forts  which  they 
restored  to  the  enemy.  This  treaty,  which 
some  asserted  would  serve  as  a  bond  of  per- 
manent amity,  was  but  a  temporary  truce,  a 
cessation  from  hostilities,  which  neither  Eng- 
land nor  France  were  sedulous  to  continue ; 
for  though  the  war  was  actually  hushed  up 
in  Europe,  yet  in  the  East  and  West  Indies 
it  still  went  forward  under  cover  of  their 
respective  alliances  in  those  regions. 

England,  indeed,  appears  to  have  been  fated 
to  be  outwitted  in  all  her  negotiations,  and 
diplomatic  imbecility  has  generally,  with  the 
reception  of  the  peace  of  Fontainebleau,  in 
1783,  and  a  very  few  others,  lost  to  her  what- 
ever advantages  her  valour  had  gained  by  the 
sword. 

In  March,  1748,  Captain  Rodney  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  Rainbow  ;  and,  within  two 
months  after,  he  was  sent  out  Governor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  on  the  Newfoundland 
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Btation.  which  was  his  first  appearance  in  the 
rank  of  Commodore.  He  had  particular  in- 
structions from  the  Admiralty  to  discorer,  if 
possible,  an  island  in  the  Western  Ocean, 
said  to  lie  in  lat.  49  N.,  about  three  hundred 
leagues  from  Britain.  After  cruising  fourteen 
days  to  no  purpose,  he  sailed  for  St.  John's, 
the  seat  of  his  govemment,  in  which  station 
he  continued  until  October,  1752,  when  he 
returned  home  to  take  his  seat  in  Parliament, 
having  been  elected  member  for  Saltash. 

The  only  document  of  importance  now  ex- 
tant, relating  to  the  Admiral's  commEind  on 
this  station,  is  the  subjoined  letter  from  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich. 

FROM  THE    EARL   OF   SANDWICH. 

•  June  7th,  1749. 

*  By  the  last  accounts  we  have  received 
'  fivm  GoTernor  G^mwallis,  we  learn  that  the 

*  French  have  possessed  themselves,  by  force, 
'  of  all  that  part  of  Nova  Scotia  that  lies 
'  on  the  other  side  of  the  Bay  of  Fundi,  and 
'  have  burnt  Beaubassin  to  ashes,  and  carried 
'  d.way  the  inhabitants,  with  their  goods  and 

*  effects.   M.  Le  Come,  a  French  officer  from 
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*  Canada,  is  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  2500 
'  men,  French  and  Indians,  and  publicly 
'  aTOWS  his  design  to  maintain  himself  where 
'  he  now  is  settled.     Proper  representations 

*  have  been  made  to  the  court  of  France  upon 
'  this  extraordinary  proceeding ;  but  as  it  is 

*  possible  some  time  may  be  taken  up  in  dis- 
'  cussion  between  the  two  courts  before  the 
'  final  instructions  are  given  in  this  affair, 
'  and  that  M.  Le  Come  may  still  continue  his 

*  outrages,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  new 

*  settlement,  I  think  it  necessary  to  inform 
'  you,  that  if  GoTemor  Cornwallis  should  have 
'  occasion  to  apply  to  you  for  succour,  and 

*  send  to  you  for  that  purpose  to  Newfound- 
'  land,  it  would  be  approved  by  Croremment 
'  if  you  should  comply  with  his  request  It  is 
'judged  improper,  as  yet,  to  send  any  public 

*  order  upon  a  business  of  so  delicate  a  nature, 

*  which  is  the  reason  of  my  writing  to  you  in 

*  this  manner,  and  I  am  satisfied  that  your 
'  prudence  is  such  as  will  not  suffer  you  to 

*  make  any  injudicious  use  of  the  information 

*  you  now  receive.    There  are  some  people 

*  that  cannot  be  trusted  with  any  but  public 

*  orders;  buti  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  yon 
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'  to  rank  you  among  them,  and  shall  think 
'  this  important  affair  entirely  safe  under  your 
'  management  and  secrecy. 

'  I  am,  with  great  truth, 

'  Yours,  &c.  &c.  &c  ' 

'  To  COKMODORI  RODNKT. 

In  February,  1753,  he  was  married  to  Lady 
Jane  Compton,  sister  to  Spencer,  the  eighth 
Earl  of  Northampton,  who  died  on  the  28th 
of  January,  1757.  After  this  marriage,  he  was 
promoted  to  the  Fougueux,  sixty-foiir  guns, 
and  on  the  8th  of  February  followii^  to  the 
Prince  Creorge,  of  ninety  guns.  In  this  ship 
he  continued  till  May,  1757,  when  he  sailed 
in  the  Dublin  man-of-war,  of  seventy-four 
guns,  with  Admiral  Hawke's  expedition  to 
bombard  Rochefort.  Great  secrecy  was  ob- 
served on  this  occasion,  and  when  the  arma- 
ment had  reached  a  certain  latitude,  the  sealed 
orders  were  opened,  and  a  council  of  war  held, 
when  Commodore  Rodney  gave  it  as  his  opi' 
nion,  that  it  was  impracticable  to  carry  ships 
of  war  up  to  Rochefort,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
bombardment.  This  opinion  prevailed ;  but 
the  council  having  again  met  the  next  day, 
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and  being  ashamed  to  return  home  without 
doii^  something,  they  resolved  upon  an  at- 
tempt on  Aix,  a  small  island  leading  up  to 
Rochefort,  which  they  took  and  abandoned. 

Although  a  declaration  of  war  between 
England  and  France  had  not  been  formally 
pronounced  until  this  period,  yet  the  smoking 
embers  of  the  late  war  had  been  continually 
emitting  sparks,  and  these  two  powers  had 
been  for  some  time  actually  at  war,  but  with- 
out the  c«%mony  of  proclaiming  it.  Unfortu- 
nately the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  had  not 
provided  for  the  settlement  of  the  limits  of 
Nora  Scotia, — a  glaring  oversight  of  the  Bri- 
tish plenipotentiaries  on  that  occasion ;  and, 
notwithstanding  that  Commissioners  of  each 
iration  were  appointed  in  1750,  and  delibe- 
rated on  the  subject  of  these  limits  durii^ 
three  years  in  Paris,  yet  nothing  was  decided, 
and  the  French  continued  to  extend  their 
dominions  in  North  America,  by  erecting  a 
chain  of  forts  along  the  lakes  of  Erie  and 
Ontario,  so  as  to  connect  their  settlements  on 
the  Mississippi  with  Canada;  yet,  notwith- 
standing all  these  encroachments,  and  many 

VOL.L  E 
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flagrant  acta  of  hostility  committed  by  them  in 
America,  the  French  ministry  contiQued  to 
amuse  the  cabinet  of  London  with  repeated 
assurances  of  friendship ;  but  early  in  the  year 
1755,  certain  intelligence  was  received  that 
a  considerable  fleet  of  men-oi-war  was  pre- 
paring to  sail  from  diflierent  ports  in  France 
to  America,  with  a  formidable  niunber  of  land 
forces  on  board.  Admiral  Boscawen  was  im- 
mediately despatched  with  eleven  sail  of  the 
line  to  Newfoundland.  The  French  fleet  got 
safe  to  Quebec,  except  two  of  them,  the  Alcide, 
sixty-four,  and  Lys,  twenty-four  guns,  which 
were  taken  by  the  Dunkirk  and  Defiance,  in 
a  fc^  ofi"  the  island.  From  the  capture  of  these 
ships,  the  commencement  of  the  war  may  pro- 
perly be  dated. 

On  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  June, 
1757,  to  the  administration  of  the  country,  one 
of  his  first  projects  was  the  reduction  of  Louis- 
burg.  A  naval  armament  was  prepared  with 
all  possible  expedition,  and  the  command 
given  to  Admiral  Boscawen  * :  Captain  Rodney 
accompanied  it  in  the  Dublin.  The  fleet  sailed 
*  For  ft  lilt  of  hii  fleet  we  Appeaiai,  B. 
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in  February,  1758;  and  the  most  complete 
success  was  the  result  of  the  combined  opera- 
tions of  the  sea  and  land  forces. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1759,  Captain  Rodney 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Rear- Admiral ; 
and  was  immediately  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  a  small  squadron,  destined  to  bom- 
bard Havre  de  Grace,  in  consequence  of  intel- 
ligence having  been  received  that  the  enemy 
were  meditating  an  invasion  of  some  of  the 
British  territcmes,  and  Utat  a  number  of  flat- 
bottomed  boats  were  preparing  at  that  port 
for  the  purpose  of  disembarking  troops. 

He  accordingly  sailed  in  the  beginning  of 
July,  and  anchoring  in  the  road  of  Havre, 
made  a  disposition  to  execute  the  instructions 
he  had  received. 

At  this  period  it  was  that  this  brave  officer 
commenced  his  more  important  enterprises ; 
the  circumstances  of  his  advancement  to  a 
more  elevated  rank  and  command  having 
greatly  enlarged  his  sphere  of  action  ;  and  as 
the  Admiral's  correspondence  will  take  date 
from  this  era,  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  none 
of  the  letters,  either  public  or  private,  now 
presented  to  the  reader,  will  be  the  means  of 
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giving  pain  or  offence  to  any  human  being 
now  living,  such  only  having  been  selected  as 
are  calculated  to  display  the  character  of  the 
man,  the  nature  and  extent  of  his  services, 
and  to  exhibit  the  sentiments  that  were  enter- 
tained of  him  by  his  King,  by  the  country  at 
lai^e,  and  by  the  good  and  great  of  the  na- 
tion, in  those  perilous  and  momentous  times, 
wherein  he  devoted  to  the  salvation  of  Great 
Britain  and  its  dependencies  all  the  powers 
and  energies  of  his  mind  and  genius. 

The  town  of  Havre  was  fortified  by  four 
bastions,  and  stands  upon  a  plain  spot  of 
ground,  fiill  of  morasses,  and  crossed  by  a 
great  number  of  creeks  and  ditches,  MI  of 
water.  The  citadel  is  on  the  east  side  of  the 
town.  The  harbour  is  within  its  walls,  and 
can  contain  more  than  three  hundred  vessels 
at  once. 

The  Admiral's  first  despatch  was  dated 

'  On  board  (he  Vatat,  in  the  Road  of 
*  Hurnx  de  Qrace,  4th  July,  1769. 

•  TO  JOHN  CLEVELAND,  ESQ. 

'  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  their  Lord- 
*  ships,  that  yesterday,  about  three  o'clock  p.m., 
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*  I  anchored,  with  his  Majesty's  ships*  under 

*  my  command,  in  the  road  of  Havre,  and 
'  immediately  gave  orders  for  placing  the 
'  bomb-vessels  in  a  proper  position  for  de- 
'  atroying  the  flat-bottomed  boats,  and  the 
'  enemy's  magazines,  stores,  &c.  &c.,  that  were 
'  in  the  town  of  Havre ;  but  every  one  of  my 
'  pilots  were  so  totally  ignorant  of  the  place, 

*  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  Captains  of  the 
'  Deptford,  Vestal,  and  Juno,  and  the  first 
'  Lieutenant  of  the  Dolphin,  I  should  have 
'  found  it  extremely  difficult  and  tedious  to 

*  have  anchored  the  bombs  properly.     These 

*  gentlemen  have  exerted  themselves  on  this 
'  occasion,  and  during  the  night  have  placed 

*  the  Blast  and  Furnace  in  such  a  situation, 


AchiBes, 

60  guns, 

fG.B.  Rodney. 

ChKthsm. 

50   ,. 

DepOofd, 

SO    „ 

C^tain  Halw&lL 

Iris. 

SO   ,, 

Captain  Wheeler. 

Norwich. 

iO  „ 

Captain  Darby. 

Brilliant. 

36   „ 

Captain  H.  Parker. 

Juno, 

36   „ 

Captain  I.  Philips.     , 

Veri.1, 

36   „ 

Captain  S.  Hood. 

Bweai, 

28   „ 

Captain  R.  Boyle. 

Unicom, 

28  „ 

Captain  T.GraTefc 

Wolfe, 

16   ,. 

Six  bomb-ketches. 

:dbvGoogIe 


M  UPE  OF   LORD   EODNGY. 

'  that  every  shell  they  throw  either  falls  among 
'  the  flat-bottomed  boats  or  into  the  town. 

*  I  hope  in  a  rery  few  hours  to  have  all  ths 
'  other  bombs  properly  placed ;  but  I  cannot 

*  help  taking  notice  to  their  Ijordships  that 
'  the  whole  weight  and  fatigue  of  the  execu- 

*  tion  falls  upon  Colonel  Desagulier  and  Cap* 

*  tain  Smith,  the  other  officers  not  having  been 

*  acquainted  with  this  sort  of  service,  which 
'  makes  us  not  go  on  so  brisk  as  I  could  wish. 

'  The  Mortar  and  Carcass,  with  the  Ches- 
'  terfield,  joined  me  this  morning.  I  have 
'  hurried  them  all  that  was  possible,  and  I 
'  hope  they  will  be  in  their  stations  in  an 

*  hour  or  two.  As  I  am  now  on  board  the 
'  Vestal,  one  of  the  frigates  that  support  the 
'  bombs,  I  can  plainly  see  that  several  of  the 
'  shells  fall  among  the  boats  and  storehouses. 

*  The  enemy's  fire  is  pretty  brisk  iirom  two  or 

*  three  bomb-batteries,  but  aa  yet  they  have 

*  done  no  harm. 

'  The  enemy  appear  very  numerous  in 
'  troops,  and  have  several  gun  and  bomb- 
'  batteries  along  the  shore,  from  Cape  le 
'  Havre  to  the  town,  and  a  number  of  ships 
'  appear  to  be  in  the  basin. 
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'  Nine  o'clock  A.11. 

'  All  the  bombs  but  the  Carcass  are  now  in 
'  their  stations.  The  enemy's  fire  &om  their 
'  bomb-batteries  is  very  brisk  indeed. 

'  Wind  N.E.,  blows  fresh.    Half-past  nine, 

A.H.' 


*TO  JOHN   CLEVEI^ND,   ESQ. 

*  AMlUt,  off  HaTTc-de-Gncet 
■  dth  July,  1759. 

'  Our  bomb-TCssels  have  continued  to  bom- 
*bard  for  fifty-two  hours,  without  intermis- 
'  sion,  with  such  success,  that  the  town  was 
'  several  times  in  fiames,  and  their  maga- 
'  zines  of  stores  for  the  flat-bottomed  boats 
'  burned  with  very  great  fiiry  for  upwards 
'  of  six  hours,  notwithstanding  the  continual 
'  efibrts  of  several  hundred  men  to  exlinguisb 
'  the  fire.     Many  of  the  boats  were  upset 

*  and  damaged  by  the  explosion  of  the  shells. 
'  During  the  attack,  the  enemy's  troops  ap- 

*  peared  very  numerous,  were  continually 
'  erecting  new   batteries,  and    throwing   up 

*  entreDchments.      Their   consternation    was 

*  so  great,  that  all  the  iohabitauts  forsook  the 
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'  town,  and  not  one  single  person  appeared 
'  to  be  working  on  the  Aat-bottomed  boats 
'  the  troops  alone  being  employed  in  extin 
'  g^ishing  the  flames. 

'  I  suspect  the  enemy  expected  a  descent, 
'  by  their  appearing  continually  under  arms, 

*  and  their  marching  a  considerable  body  of 
'  troops  from  their  encampment  on  the  hill 
'  into  the  town,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  5th. 
'  Notwithstanding  this  smart  bombardment, 
'  which  only  ceased  from  the  mortars  and 
'  bomb  beds  being  rendered  unserriceable, 
'  I  hare  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that 
'  the  damage  done  us  by  the  enemy  has  been 
'  very  inconsiderable,  though  great  numbers 
'  of  their  shot  and  shells  fell  and  burst  among 
'  the  bombs  and  boats. 

'  I  shall  forthwith  proceed  with  the  squa- 
'  dron    under    my    command    to    Spithead, 

*  taking  care   to   leave  a  proper  number  of 

*  ships  to  cruise  off  the  port,  with  orders  to 

*  stop  all  materials  that  may  be  useful  towards 
'finishing  their  flat-bottomed  boats,  which, 
'  to  all  appearance,  they  stand  much  in  need 

*  of,  as  they  are  far  from  being  completed. 
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'  great  numbers  of  them  being  only  in  their 
*  firet  frames  '.* 


*  TO    JOHN    CLEVELAND,    ESQ. 

'  Deptford,  at  anchor  in  the  road  of  Havre, 
'  !8th  July,  1760. 

*  In  my  last  I  sent  you  the  disposition  I  had 
'  made  of  the  ships  imder  my  command,  in 
'  order  to  intercept  the  vessels  transporting 
'  naval  and  military  stores  to  Brest.  I  must 
'  now  acquaint  you  that  on  the  14th,  at  noon, 

*  the  wind  blowing  fresh  at  north  east,  the 
'  enemy  had  the  confidence  to  send  out  of 
'  Honfleur,  fire  sail  of  flat-bottomed  vesselst 
'  conveyed  by  one  of  their  galleys ;  their 
'passage  down  the  river  was  close  to  the 
'  south  shore,  their  colours  flying.  I  kept 
'  my  eye  constantly  upon  them,  made   no 

*  s^^al  whatever,  but  sent  orders  to  the  cap- 
'  tains  of  the  Aquilon,  Tweed,  and  Firedrake, 

*  The  fbUowing  Sa  the  account  of  the  flat-bottomed  boats,  and 
Ibar  condition,  Ranked  and  caulked. 

Fknked  and  caulked  ...         S 

Put  plonked  end  beamed      ...        43 
Not  planked,  and  only  part  libbed        .       83 

Total  nvunber       131 
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*  to  hold  themselv^  in  coDStant  readiness  to 
'  chase  the  moment  I  made  the  signal,  but 

*  not  to  loose  their  sails,  or  make  any  motion 
'  till  that  time,  as  I  knew  it  could  answer  no 
'  end  till  the  enemy  had  passed  the  shoals  at 
'  the  mouth  of  Caen  river,  they  having  it  in 
'  their  power  to  harbour  when  they  pleased. 
'  I  observed,  likewise,  they  kept  a  good  look 
'  out,  and  were  continually  making  signals 

*  from  the  shore.     When  their  boats  got  the 

*  length  of  Caen,  (it  being  then  within  an 
•hour  of  sunset,)  they  hauled  their  wind, 
'  standing  backward  and  forward  in  the  mouth 
'  of  the  river,  which  I  could  plainly  discern 
'  till  dark,  and  that  their  intention  was  to 
'  push  for  it  in  the  night. 

'  The  moment  the  day  closed,  I  despatched 

*  the  Hector  and  King  of  Prussia,  cutters, 
'  with  orders  to  make  all  the  sail  possible  for 
'  the  mouth  of  the  river  leading  to  Caen,  and 
'  ordered  the  Aquilon,  Tweed,  and  Firedrake 

*  to  pursue  and  destroy  the  enemy,  remain- 
'  ing  myself  in  the  road,  having  received 
'  intelligence  that  the  three  frigates  in  Havre 
'  were  almost  ready  to  sail ;  but  in  the 
'  morning,  perceiving  they  were  not  so  forward 
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*  as  reported,  I  got  under  weigh ;  soon  after 

*  which  I  perceived  five  sail  more  of  the 

*  enemy's  flat-bottomed  vessels,  which  I  in 
'  vain  attempted  to  intercept,  they  with  great 
'  difficulty  getting  into  Caen  river. 

'  Soon  after,  I  received  a  message  from  the 

*  captain  of  the  Albany,  acquainting  me  that 
'  he,  in  company  with  the  Furnace  bomb,  had 
'  fallen  in  with  five  flat-bottomed  boats  the 

*  preceding  night,  which  they  had  driven  on 

*  shore  at  Port  Bassin,  and  were  preparing 

*  to  deetroy  them.  The  officer  in  his  way  to 
'  me    had  given    the    same    intelligence    to 

*  Captain  OgIe,who  was  making  the  best  of  his 
*■  way  to  that  place.    I  immediately  made  all 

*  the  sail  I  could  crowd,  and  soon  heard  a  great 
'  firing  to  the   westward,  which    continued 

*  about  two  hours.  On  my  arrival  off"  the 
'  place.  Captain  Ogle  informed  me  he  had 
'  attacked  and.  destroyed  the  fort  that  pro- 

*  tected  the  road,  had  a  parley  with  the  enemy, 
'  and  a  message  from  the  Marquis  de  Bras- 

*  aac,  a  lieutenant-general  who  commanded 
'  the  French  troops  that  were  encamped  near 

*  the  place,  that  he  agreed  to  bum  the  boats 

*  uppD  condition  that  the  town  was  spared, 
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*  and  had  sent  orders  for  that  purpose,  de- 
'  siring  an  English  officer  to  go  and  see  it 
'  properly  executed,  which  being  accordingly 

*  complied  with,  they  detained  the  said  officer 
'  upwards  of  two  hours,  and  then  returned 
'  him  on  board,  accompanied  by  Monsieur 
'  Beaumont,   a  captain  in   the  raiment  of 

*  Rohan,   with  another   message,    that   the 

*  general  would  not  execute  the  agreement. 
'  As  I  judged  from  the  beginning,  the  enemy 
'  only  wanted  to  gain  time,  and  as  the 
'  Deptford  was  becalmed    in    the   offing,   I 

*  ordered  Captain  Ogle  to  detain  the  French 
'  officers  that  were  on  board  him,  and  made 
'  the  signal  to  renew  the  attack,  which  he 

*  immediately  obeyed,  and  most  effectually 
'  destroyed  the  boats,  the  whole  squadron 
'  being  within  a  cable's  length  of  them. 

'  The  next  morning  I  received  a  message 
'  from  the  Marquis  de  Brassac,  which  I 
'  inclose  to  their  lordships,  with  a  copy  of 
'  my  answer  to  him. 

'  I    have  left   the   Tweed,    Albany,  and 

*  Hector  cutters  off  Port  Bassin,  and  have 
'  given  Captain    Paston    orders    to   put  on 

*  shore,  in  a  few  days,  three  of  the  French 
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*  officers,  who  only  came  on  board  out  of 

*  curiosity,  during  the  truce,  but  to  keep  on 

*  board  the  Greneral's  messenger,  M.  Beau- 
'  mont,  unless  the  General  complies  with  my 
'  demand,  which  I  do  not  expect  he  will.    I 

*  should  therefore  be  glad  to  know  their  lord- 
'  ships'  pleasure  relative  to  him.' 


'to  the  COUHANDER  op  the  ENGLISH 
FLEET. 

*  It  is  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  war  that 

*  you  detain  those  officers  who  very  impru- 
'  dently  went  on  board  your  ship  the  last 
'  time.  I  never  promised  you  to  bum  the 
'  five  flat-bottomed  boats  that  were  in  this 

*  port,  but  upon  the  conditions  you  would 
'  not  accept ;  and,  lastly,  when  one  of  your 
'  officers  came  on  shore,  it  was  by  a  very 
'  great  mistake,  for,  on  the  contrary,  I 
'  ordered  M,  de  Beaumont  to  tell  you  you 

*  might  do  what  you  pleased,  and  that  I 
'  would  not  hear  any  thing  more.    I  there- 

*  fore  desire  again  you  will  send  back  M. 
'  de  Beaiunont,    M.  de  St.  Pierre,    M.  de 

*  Brigueval   Mousquetaire,  aide-de-camp  to 
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'  the  I>uc  d'Harcourt,and  M.de  Saussy,  whom 
'  you  detain,   as   I   have    hefore    told    you, 

*  against  the  rules  of  honour,  for  which  reason 
'  I  shall  giro  an  account  of  it  to  my  Royal 
'  Master's  ministers,  who  will  demand  justice 

*  from  your  minister,  and  will  certainly  oh- 

*  tain  it. 

'  In  regard  to  me,  Sir,  I  will  hear  nothing 
'  fiirther ;  do  your  duty,  and  I  will  do  mine. 
'  Brass  AC.' 


'  TO  THE   MARQUESS   DE    BRASSAC. 

•Sir, 
'  I  have  receiTed  your  letter  of  last  night's  ■ 

*  date,  demanding  the  four  officers  detained  on 
'  board  the  ships  of  the  King,  my  master,  and 
'  at  the  same  time  complaining  how  contraiy 
'  my  proceedings  are  to  the  rules  of  war. 

*  In  my  answer,  Sir,   I   shall   only  relate 

*  plain  facts,   and  leave  the  world  to  judge 

*  whether  you  or  I  have  acted  most  contrary 
'  to  those  rules.  Part  of  the  squadron  I  have 
'  the  honour  to  command,  pursued  and  drove 

*  on  shore,  at  Port  Bassin,  five  French  vessels, 

*  loaded  with  military  stores.     They  imme- 
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'  diately  attacked  and  destroyed  the  battery 

*  that  defended  the  port ;  when  the  senior 
'  officer,  perceiving  that  the  destruction  of  the 
'  vessels  would  be  attended  with  that  of  the' 
'  town,  out  of  compassion  to  the  poor  inhabi- 
'  tants,  caused  the  fire  from  the  ships  to 
'  cease,  and  gave  the  commanding  officer  of 
'  the  French  troops  in  the  place  to  understand, 
'  that  if  he  would  immediately  bum  the  boats, 

'  the  town  should  be  spared.  The  officer  de- 
'  siring  a  truce  for  a  few  hours,  till  he  could 
'  send  to  you,  it  was  granted.  Some  time 
'  after,  two  officers  from  you  came  with  a 
'  written  message  that  you  consented  to  bum 

*  the  boats  on  the  conditions  offered,  and  de- 

*  sired  an  Engl^h  officer  might  go  on  shore  to 

*  see  it  executed,  which  officer  you  detained 
'  nearly  two  hours  on  frivolous  pretences,  and 
'  sent  him  back  with  another  message,  that 
'  you  would  not  perform  the  agreement,  and 
'  that  we  might  do  our  worst.  Such  chicanery 
'  authorizes  the  step  I  have  taken ;  and  not- 
'  withstanding  the  warm  cannonade  that  suc- 
'  ceeded  has  eifectually  destroyed  the  vessels, 

*  yet  as  a  just  punishment  for  so  notorious  a 
'  breach  of  &ith,  I  shall  persist  in  detaining 
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'  the  said  officers,  unless,  as  a  public  atone 
'  ment,  you  cause  the  remains  of  the  said 

*  vessels  to  be  burnt  this  day. 

*  You  see,  Sir,  I  shall  do  my  duty,  as  you 

*  say  you  shall  do  yours.' 


FKOM   CAPTAIN  PASTON  TO    EEAR-ADMIRAL 

RODNEY. 

'  Tweed,  off  Port  Basain, 
*  IBth  July,  1760. 

'Su-, 

'  This  morning  at  eight  o'clock,  M.  St. 
'  Pierre  came  on  board  according  to  promise, 
'  and  delivered  to  me  M.  de  Brassac's  justifi- 
'  cation  *,  which  I  here  send  you  inclosed, 
'  tc^ether  with  a  letter  from  St.  Pierre,  by 

*  which  you  will  find  the  boats  are  not  burnt, 
'  nor  intended  to  be  so,  though  he  acknow- 
'  ledges  them  all  to  be  rendered  entirely  use- 
'  less,  every  mast  of  them  being  carried  away, 
'  and  the  boats  themselves  torn  all  to  pieces, 

•  which  I  believe  to  be  really  the  case,  as  I 

*  U.  de  Brusac's  justification  was,  that  his  superior  in  cotn- 
nund,  the  Duo  d'Harcourt,  had  refused  to  confirm  the  terms  that 
officer  had  agreed  to,  as  proposed  by  the  British  Admiral, — a 
jHtifUl  equiroque,  and  unworthy  of  a  gallant  and  high  sfdrited 
nation. 
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*  can  Tery  well  see  all  the  masts  gone,  and 
'  the  boats,  to  all  appearance,  broken-backed. 
'  They  are  now  hard  at  work  erecting  a  bat- 

*  tery  on  a  rising  ground,  to  the  westward  of 
'  the  town,  but  for  what  number  of  cannon,  I 
'  cannot  yet  pretend  to  say  for  a  certainty ; 
'  but  if  the  weather  continues  good,  I  shall 
'  not  fail  to  inform  myself  more  particulariy. 

'  This  afternoon,  about  two  o'clock,  I  sent 
'  the  cutter  and  my  own  barge  in  chace  of 
'  three  coasting  sloops,  which  they  have  run 

*  on  shore,  and  we  are  now  in  chace  of  another. 

'  I  haTe,  agreeably  to  your  direction,  sent 
'  M.  St.  Pierre,  and  the  other  two  officers,  on 
'  shore,  and  M.  Beaumont,  on  board  the  Al- 
'  bany,  to  be  brought  to  you.' 


Thus  had  Admiral  Rodney  the  happiness  of 
totally  frustrating  the  designs  of  the  French 
court,  and  so  completely  ruined  not  only  the 
preparations,  but  the  port  itself,  as  a  naval 
arsenal,  that  it  was  no  longer  in  a  state  to 
annoy  Great  Britain  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war.    On  the  24th  he  returned  to  port 

VouL  F 
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to  Tictaal ;  and  so  expeditious  was  he,  that 
in  two  days  afterwards  he  returned  to  Havre, 
so  that  hy  keeping  the  enemy  in  a  perpetual 
state  of  anxiety  and  alarm,  he  rendered  them 
incapable  of  making  the  smallest  e£fort  to  re- 
store or  repair  those  shattered  remains  which 
the  preceding  conflagration  had  left  tinde- 
stroyed. 

The  flat-bottomed  boats,  which  the  enemy 
had  constructed  on  entirely  new  principles, 
for  the  purpose  of  conveying  coastwise  naval 
and  military  stores,  were  one  hundred  feet  in 
length,  and  capable  of  containing  four  hundred 
men  each.  One  hundred  of  them  were  col*- 
lected  in  Caen  river.  The  disaster  which 
befel  those  which  attempted  to  come  out, 
taught  the  French  minister  of  marine  not  to 
build  any  iiirther  hopes  upon  such  awkward 
machines.  The  remainder  were  ordered  to  be 
unloaded  at  Caen,  and  sent  to  Rouen  to  be 
laid  up  as  useless. 

The  Rear- Admiral  continued  to  keep  the 
sea  until  the  close  of  the  year,  giving  great 
annoyance  to  the  French  coast,  and  scouring 
with  his  cutters  the  shore  as  far  as  Dieppe. 

In  the  year  following,  1761,  Admiral  Rodney 
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waa  elected  Member  of  Parliament  for  Pen- 
liiyn ;  and  on  the  6th  of  October  hoisted  his 
flag  on  board  the  Marlborough*,  having 
been  appointed  Commander-in-Chief  at  Bar- 
badoes  and  the  Leeward  Islands,  and  to 
conduct  the  naval  operations  of  the  grand 
armament  destined  to  attack  Martinique,  in 
conjunction  with  the  land  forces  under  the 
command  of  Major-Creneral  Moncton. 

Martinique  was  the  most  populous  and 
flourishing  of  all  the  French  settlements 
across  the  Atlantic,  and  it  still  furnished  a 
considerable  resource  to  the  declining  com- 
merce of  that  nation.  There  the  Govemor- 
General  of  alt  the  West-Indian  islands  re- 
sided,— there  was  established  the  sovereign 
council,  whose  jiuisdiction  extended  over  the 
French  Antilles,  and  even  to  the  settlements 
of  that  crown  in  the  islands  of  St.  Domingo 
and  Tortuga.     The  acquisition  of  Martinique 

•  A  gingulAT  oceurrence  happened  on  board  the  Hariboniugfa,  at 
PcFrUmouth,  on  the  occasion  of  his  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of 
York's  Tisitto  the  AdmiraL  A  common  sailor  got  upon  the  top  of 
the  vaneof  the  mainmast,  and  stood  upon  his  head,  waving  his 
hit  with  tua  foot  several  times  round,  to  the  admiiation  of  his 
Boyal  Highness,  who  made  the  fellow  a  handsome  present  for  hia 
cxtraordinety  dexterity. 

F2 
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would,  in  case  of  a  peace,  furnish  Great  Bri- 
tain with  a  place  of  the  utmost  importance, 
either  to  retain  or  exchange ;  and  if  Spain 
were  unchangeahly  determined  on  a  war,  it 
would  put  her  on  a  respectable  footing  in  that 
part  of  the  world,  where  the  Spaniards  were 
most  Tulnerable. 

Under  these  circiunstances,  the  Earl  of 
Egremont,  who  had  succeeded  Mr.  Pitt  as 
Chief  Secretary  of  State,  resolved,  notwith- 
standing the  failure  of  the  expedition  against 
this  island  in  1759,  to  make  it  the  object  of 
another  attack.  The  plan,  indeed,  for  prose- 
cuting this  important  conquest  had  been  pre- 
viously laid  down  by  his  great  predecessor  in 
office :  the  preparations  had  been  made,  the 
officers  appointed,  and  every  necessary  order 
given  for  carrying  the  whole  design  into  exe- 
cution. Orders  having,  therefore,  been  sent 
for  the  squadron  to  sail,  Admiral  Rodney  left 
Plymouth  on  the  2l8t  October,  with  four  ships, 
three  bomb-ketches,  and  a  sloop*,  to  join  the 
fleet  under  Sir  James  Douglas,  who,  with  the 

•  The  Modeste,  Vanguard,  Nottingham,  and  Syren ;  the  Gre- 
nada, Thunderer,  and  Basilbk,  bomb-ketches  ;  and  the  Fly, 
iloopK>f-war. 
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troops  under  Lord  Rollo,  had  taken  the  island 
of  Dominica,  and  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the 
32d  of  NoTember. 


'  TO   JOHN    CLEVELAND,    ESQ. 

•  Marlborough,  CasNavire  Bay,  Martinique, 
'  19th  January,  1763. 

'Sir, 

'  I  desire  you  will  acquaint  their  Ixtrd- 

*  ships  that  I  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  22d 
'  of  November,  having  parted  company  with 

*  the  squadron  under  my  command  in  a  hard 
'  gale  of  wind  a  few  days  after  we  left  the 
'  channel.  The  Foudroyant,  Modeste  and 
'  Basilisk  joined  me  on  the  27th,  and  the 
'  Vanguard,  with  the  remainder  of  the  squa- 
'  dron,  on  the  9th  of  December.  The  Teme- 
'  raire  and  Acteeon,  with  the  troops  from 
'  Belleisle,  arrived  on  the  14th,  and  Major- 
'  General  Moncton,  with  the  forces  from 
'  North  America,  on  the  24th ;  and,  having 
'  remained  a  few  days  to  water  the  ships,  re- 
'  fresh  the  men,  and  make  the  necessary  dis- 
'  positions  for.  our  enterprise,  we  arrived  at 
'Martinique  the  7th  of  this  month,  and  on 
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'  the  8th  we  all  anchored  in  St.  Pierre's  Bay— 

*  the  ships  I  had  appointed  under  Sir  James 
'  Douglas  having  silenced  die  forts  of  that 
'  coast,  in  performing  which  we  had  the  mis- 

*  fortune  to  lose  the  Ralsonnable,  as  she  was 
'  leading  in  for  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
'  owing  to  the  pilot  beii^  ignorant  of  a  little 
'  reef  of  rocks  which  took,  her  up.  We  have 
'  saved  all  her  people,  all  her  stores,  and  I 
'  hope  soon  to  get  all  her  guns. 

'  Having,  by  this  motion  of  the  fleet  and 
'army,  taken  possession  of  an  excellent  har- 
'  hour,  and  secured  a  landing  in  the  northem- 

*  most  part  of  the  island,  which  might  be 

'  made  tenable  at  any  time,  and  likewise  there-  ' 

*  by  greatly  alarmed  the  enemy,  at  General 

*  Moneton's  request  I  despatched  Commodore 

*  Swanton  with  a  squadron  of  ships,  and  two 

*  brigades,  to  the  bay  of  Petite  Ance,  in  order 

*  to  take  post  there.  Captain  Hervey  of  the 
'  Dragon,  having  silenced  the  battery  of  the 
'  Grand  Ance,  landed  his  marines  and  sea- 
'  men,  who  attacked  it  also  from  the  shore, 
'■  and  took  possession  of  the  fort ;  and,  on  the 
'  14th,  I  followed  with  the  whole  fleet  Emd 
'  army,  after  destroying  the  enemy's  batteries 
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*  at  St.  Anne's  Bay,  when  (having  recon- 
'  noitred  the  coast  with  the  General)  we  came 
'  to  a  resolution  to  make  an  attempt  between 

*  Point  Negro  and  the  Cas  de  Pilotte,  which 

*  I  ordered  to  be  attacked  on  the  16th;  and 

*  having  very  successfully,  and  with  little  loss, 

*  silenced  the  batteries,  I  landed  Greneral 
'  Moncton,  with  the  greatest  part  of  his  forces, 
'  bysimset;  and  the  whole  anoy  was  on  shore 
'  a  little  after  daylight  next  morning,  without 
'  the  loss  of  a  man — the  boats  being  com- 

*  manded   by   Commodore    Swanton    in  the 

*  centre,    Captain   Shoutdham  on   the  right 

*  wing,  and  Captain  Hervey  on  the  left — with 

*  such  necessaries  as  they  were  moat  immedi- 
'  ately  in  want  of,  and  had  all  the  ships  and 
'  transports  anchored  as  much  in  safety  as 

*  this  coast  will  admit  of. 

*I  have  also  landed  two  battalions  of  ma- 

*  rines,  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  men  each, 
'  for  which  purpose  I  have  given  two  of  the 

*  oldest  captains  of  marines  orders  to  act 
'  as  majors  till  their  Lordships'  pleasure  be 
'  known,  having  no  field-officers  with  them 

*  here.  The  army  are  now  carrying  on  their 
'  approaches  to  the  heights  of  Mont  Gamier, 
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*  and  Mont  Tortneson,  which  the  enemy  have 

*  made  as  strong  as  art  can  do,  and  irom 
'  whence  the  General  proposes  to  lay  siege  to 
'  Port  Royal. 

'  I  thoi^ht  the  news  of  this  very  importEtnt 
'  success  too  good  to  wait  any  other  event  to 
'  add  to  the  joy  I  flatter  myself  it  will  give.  I 
'  have  therefore  sent  Captain  Walsingham 
'  home  express  with  this,  to  whom  I  refer 
'  their  Lordships  for  all  further  particulars, 

*  being  at  present  very  much  employed  in 
'  making  the  very  many  dispositions  for  car- 
'  rying  on  the  rest  of  this  service,  as  I  am  de- 
'  termined  no  time  shall  be  lost  in  giving 
'  every  assistance  of  every  kind,  which  the 
'  army  can  be  in  want  of,  or  which  may  even 
'  anticipate  their  own  requests. 

'  I  have  the  happiness  to  add,   that  the 

*  army  and  navy  continue  in  perfect  health, 
'  and  carry  on  the  service  with  the  greatest 
'  spirit  and  harmony.' 
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'  TO  JOHN   CLEVELAND,   ESQ. 

'  Mm^boroagh,  Fort  Royal  B&y,  Martioiqqe, 
*  10th  February.  1762. 

*  Since  my  letter  of  the  9th  January,  acquaint- 
'  ing  their  Lordships  with  my  arrival,  and 
'  landing  the  army  in  Caa  Navire  Bay,  I  have 
'  the  honour  to  congratulate  them  on  the  sur- 
'  render  of  the  most  important  citadel  of  Fort 

*  Royal,  and  Pigeon  Island,  which  has  given 

*  his  Majesty's  forces  possession  of  the  noblest 
'  and  best  harbour  in  these  parts  of  the  West 

*  Indies. 

'  The  almost  insurmoimtable  difficulties  the 

*  troops  had  to  struggle  with,  and  the  surpris- 
'  ing  strength  of  the  country,  improved  by  all 
'  that  art  could  add,  will  be  best  explained  by 
'  General  Moncton  ;  but  this  I  must  say,  in 
'  justice  to  those  I  have  the  honour  to  com- 
'  mand,  that  the  intrepidity  and  gallant  beha- 
'  viour  of  the  officers  and  troops  employed  in 
'  this  expedition  could  be  equalled  only  by 
'  the  eager  and  cheerful  activity  of  the  officers 

*  and  seamen,  who  contributed  everything  in 
'  their  power  towards  the  reduction  of  the 
'  places,  and  made  no  difficulties  in  transport- 
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'  ing  numbers  of  the  heaviest  mortars,  aod 
'  the  ships'  cannon  *,  up  the  steepest  moun- 
'  tains,  at  a  very  considerable  distance  from 
'  the  sea,  and  across  the  enemy's  line  of  fire. 
*  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  their  Lord- 
*  ships  that  we  have  taken  in  this  port  fourteen 

*  The  following  lively  and  accuiately  drawn  deeanfidon  of  th« 
manner  in  which  this  lion-hearted  amphibious  race  carry  on  their 
operations  on  shore,  is  extracted  from  a  tetter  written  by  an  officer 
of  Colonel  Scott's  light  inbntry,  serving  in  this  eiqwdition. 

"  Martinique,  Feb.  10, 17G2. 

"  As  soon  as  we  were  all  safely  disembarked,  our  engineen 
were  immediatelj  set  to  work  in  raising  batteries,  as  weU  to  esta- 
Uish  OUT  footing  in  the  island  as  to  cover  us  in  our  f^tproaches  to 
dislodge  the  enemy  from  their  posts.  , 

"  For  this  purpose  eH  the  cannon  and  other  warlike  stores  were 
kmded  as  soon  as  possible,  and  dragged  by  the  Jackt  to  any  pomt 
thought  proper.  You  may  fancy  you  know  the  spirit  of  thes« 
fellows ;  but  to  see  them  in  action  exceeds  any  idea  that  can  be 
formed  of  them.  A  hundred  or  two  of  them,  with  ropei  and 
pullies,  will  do  more  than  all  your  dray-horses  in  London.  Let 
but  their  tackle  hold,  and  they  will  draw  you  a  cannon  or  mortar 
on  its  proper  carriage  up  to  any  height,  though  the  weight  be 
never  so  great.  It  is  droll  enough  to  see  them  tugging  along, 
with  a  good  twenty-four  pounder  at  their  heels :  on  they  go,  hux- 
laing  and  hallooing,  sometimes  up  hill,  sometimes  down  hill ;  now 
sticking  bst  in  the  bnkes,  presently  floundering  in  the  mud  ind 
mire ;  swearing,  blasting,  d — m — ing,  sinking,  and  as  careless  of 
eveiything  but  the  matter  committed  to  their  charge  sa  if  death 
or  danger  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

"  We  had  a  thousand  of  these  brave  fellows  sent  to  our  asaisb- 
ance  by  the  admiral ;  and  the  service  th^  did  us,  both  on  shore 
■jid  on  the  water,  is  inoradible." 
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'  of  the  enemy's  best  privateers ;  and  many 
'  more,  which  are  in  the  other  parts  of  the 

*  island,  will  be  immediately  deliTered  into 
'  my  hands,  agreeably  to  the  capitulation,  as 

*  likewise  that  of  the  citadel  and  Pigeon 

*  Island,  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to 
'  them ;  and  for  all  further  particulars  I  must 

*  refer  their  Lordships  to  Captain  Darby,  who 

*  is  charged  with  these  despatches. 

*  It  gives  me  the  sincerest  satisfaction  that 

*  I  can  assure  their  Lordships  the  most  perfect 
'  harmony  has  subsisted  between  the  navy 
'  and  army,  each  vying  in  the  most  friendly 

*  manner  which  should  serve  his  Majesty  and 
'  their  country  best*.' 

*  In  0«ne»l  Moncton'B  despiitch  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont  on 
this  occasion,  he  thus  expresses  himself : — "  I  must  repeat  to  your 
Lordship  the  harmony  that  subsists  between  the  fleet  and  the 
■my,  and  the  ooidial  assistance  we  hare  received  from  Admiral 
Rodney  in  every  pari  of  the  operations  where  his  aid  could  be 
QsefuL" 

It  ii  t^easing  to  record  this  cordial  feeling  between  the  two 
■ervicea  aad  these  two  gallant  chieftains.  Without  it  no  enter- 
pnae  can  or  ever  will  succeed ;  from  the  want  of  it  not  a  few  have 
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'  TO  JOHN  CLEVELAND,  ESQ. 

'  Afori&orcwfA,  St  John's  Road,  Antigua, 
'  24th  Maich,  1762. 

'I  mu6t  desire  you  will  please  to  acquaint 
'  their  Lordships  that,  on  the  5th  instant,  ar- 
'  riyed  at  St.  Pierre's  Road,  Martinique,  his 

Majesty's  frigate  Sardine,  with  their  Lord- 
'  ships'  despatches  of  the  26th  December, 
'  commanding  me  to  commence  hostilities 
*  against  the  King  of  Spain  and  his  subjects. 
'  On  the  same  day  likewise  joined  the  Cygnet, 
'  despatched  from  Gibraltar  by  Vice-Admiral 
'  Saunders,  with  the  same  orders,  and  the 
'  Aquilon,  sent  express  by  Captain  Spry,  from 
'  off  Brest,  giving  me  an  account  that  the 
'  French  squadron,  consisting  of  seven  sail 
'  of  the  line  and  five  frigates,  with  two,  thou- 
'  sand  troops  on  board,  had  escaped  from  that 
'  port  on  the  23rd  of  the  same  month. 

'  As  I  made  no  doubt  they  were  destined 
'  for  these  parts,  I  immediately  repeated  my 
'  orders  to  all  the  frigates  stationed  to  wind- 
'  WBrd  along  the  whole  chain  of  the  Caribbee 
'  Islands  to  be  very  vigilant  in  keeping  a 
'  good  look-out,  that  I  might  have  timely  no- 
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'  tice  of  the  enemy's  approach ;  and  as  there 

*  was  a  real  uncertainty  at  which  of  the  islands 
'  they  would  first  touch  for  intelligence,  I 
'  Immediately  gaye  Mr.  Swanton  (who,  with 
'  seven  sail  of  the  line,  two  homhs,  and  three 

*  frigates,  was  blocking  up  the  island  of  Gre 

'  nada)  notice  of  their  approach,  with  positive 

*  orders  to  attack  them  if  they  appeared  on 

*  his  station,  in  which  case  he  would  certainly 

*  be  joined  by  the  Falkland  and  Actseon,  who 

*  were  cruising  to  windward  of  that  island,  on 
'  purpose  to  look  out  for  the  enemy's  squa- 
'  dron.  I  likewise  gave  directions  to '  Mr. 
'  Swanton,  in  case  that  island  had  surren- 
'  dered,  to  join  me  with  five  sail  of  the  line 
'  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time,  the  better 
'  to  enable  me  to  make  two  squadrons  suffi- 
'  ciently  strong  to  engage  the  enemy,  should 
'  they  appear  either  to  the  northward  or  to 
'  the  southward  of  Martinique.     I  likewise 

*  immediately  withdrew  the  squadron  em- 
'  ployed  in  the  reduction  of  St.  Lucie,  (whose 

*  inhabitants  were  all  disarmed,)  and  held 
'  myself  in  constant  readiness  to  put  to  sea 
'  the  moment  I  should  receive  any  intelli- 
'  gence  of  the  enemy. 
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*  On  th£  9th  instant  the  Woolwich  and 

*  Aquilon  appeared  off  the  Pearl  rock,  and 
'  made  the  signal  of  seeing  the  enemy,  on 

*  Thich  I  instantly  made  the  signal  for  the 

*  squadron  under  my  command,  consisting  of 

*  six  ships  of  the  line  and  two  frigates  of  forty 
'  guns,  and  got  under  sail ;  but  it  proving 
'  calm,  Captain  Ogle  and  Captain  Bayne,  of 

*  the  Aquilon  and  Woolwich,  came  on  board 

*  me ;  the  latter  of  whom  acquainted  me,  that,- 
'  at  eight  o'clock  that  morning,  being  off  Tri- 
'  nity,  he  had  discovered  thirteen  sail  of  slups, 

*  eight  of  which  were  of  the  line;  that  they 
'  were  standing  to  the  southward,  and  were 

*  about  fire  leagues  to  windward  of  the  island. 

*  I  immediately  made  all  the  sail  possible  in 

*  quest  of  the  enemy,  and  went  round  the 
'  island,  but  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  get 

*  sight  of  them,  they  having  made  all  the  sail 
'  they  could  for  St.  Domingo,  on  hearing  the 

*  island  of  Martinique  was  taken,  as  I  heard 
'  afterwards  by  intelligence  I  receired  lErom 
'  Guadaloupe,   from  which  island  they  had 

*  been  discovered  steering  west  with  all  the 

*  sail  they  could  crowd.  As  it  was  impossible 
'  to  intercept  the  enemy  before  their  arriTal 
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'  at  St.  Domingo,  I  have  not  lost  a  moment's 

*  time  in  victualling  and  watering,  and  getting 
'  every  ship  ready  with  the  utmost  despatch, 

*  in  order  to  succour  the  i&land  of  Jamaica, 

*  bavii^  received  an  express  firom  the  Crover- 

*  nor  and  Council  of  that  island,  as  likewise 
'  from  Captain  Forrest,  senior  officer  of  his 

*  Majes^*s  ships  on  that  station,  that  his  Ma- 

*  jesty's  said  island  of  Jamaica  was  in  immi- 

*  neut  danger,  and  was  certain  to  be  attacked 

*  by  the  united  forces  of  Fnince  and  Spain. 
'  (as  appears  by  authentic  copies  of  inter- 
'  cepted  letters,)  wherein  MM.  Betsance  and 
'  St.  Croix  are  mentioned  as  intended  to  com- 
'  mand  on  that  expedition,  (and  which  are 
'  now  made  more  authentic  by  those  officers 
'  being  on  board  the  French  squadron,)  and 

*  requesting  that  Mr.  Moncton  and  myself 
'  would  endeavour  to  prevent  their  island  from 

*  falling  into  the  enemy's  bands,  by  sending 

*  them  speedy  and  timely  succours. 

'  Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  said 
'  express,  I  laid  the  Giovemor's  letter  before 
'  General  Moncton,  and  proposed  his  having 

*  a  considerable  body  of  troops  ready  to  em- 

*  bark  for  the  relief  of  Jamaica,  the  moment 
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*  we  should  receive  intelligence  that  the  Brest 

*  squadron  had  passed  these  seas,  acquainting 
'  him,  at  the  same  time,  that  I  certainly  should 
'  assist  them  with  all  the  naval  force  that 
'  could  possibly  be  spared  from  the  imme- 

*  diate  protection  of  his  Majesty's  Caribbee 
'  Islands.  I  have  again  solicited  the  General 
'  for  a  body  of  troops  since  the  enemy  left 
'  these  seas,  and  must  do  him  the  justice  to 
'  say,  that  he  seems  much  concerned  at  the 

*  present  distress  of  Jamaica,  but  does  not 
'  think  himself  sufficiently  authorised  to  de- 
'  tacb  a  body  of  troops  without  orders  from 

*  England. 

'  I  flatter  myself  their  Lordships  will  not 
'  be  displeased  with  me  if  I  take  the  liberty 
'  to  construe  my  instructions  in  such  a  man- 
'  ner  as  to  think  myself  authorised  and 
'  obliged  to  succour  any  of  his  Majesty's  co- 
'  lonies  that  may  be  in  danger ;  and  shall, 
'  therefore,  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time, 

*  hasten  to  the  succour  of  Jamaica,  with  ten 

*  sail  of  the  line,  three  frigates,  and  three 
'  bombs.  I  shall  think  myself  happy  if  their 
'  Lordships  approve  the  step  I  have  taken  in 

*  hastening  the  relief  of  that  island ;  and  can 
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*  assure  them  T  have  no  other  view  in  goin^ 

*  there,  but  the  good  of  his  Majesty's  service, 
'  and  propose,  unless  I  receive  orders  to  the 

*  contrary,  to  return  to  my  station  at  the 
'  Leerrard  islands  on  the  approach  of  the  hur- 

*  ricane  months,  leaving  such  a  force  at  Ja- 
'  maica  as  shall  then  appear  necessary  for  the 
'  protection  of  that  island.' 


*T0  JOHN  CLEVELAND,  ESQ. 

'  Marlborough,  St.  John's  Road,  Antig^B, 
•  March  24th,  1763. 

*  Having  ordered  Captain  Hervey,  in  the 

*  Dragon,  vrith  the  Norwich,  Penzance,  Do- 

*  ver,  Levant,  and  Basilisk,  to  repair  to  the 
'  island  of  St.  Lucie,   and  summon  the  go- 

*  veror  thereof  to  surrender  the  said  island 
'  with  its  forts  and  garrisons  to  his  Britannic 
'  Majesty,  which,  if  immediately  complied 
'  with,  he  was  to  allow  the  troops  of  his  Most 

*  Christian   Majesty    to    be    transported    to 

*  France,  but  that  I  expected  all  the  inhabi- 
'  tants  should  surrender  at  discretion,  and 
'submit  themselves  to  his  Majesty's  plea- 
'  sure  ;  on  the  26th  of  February,  Captain 
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'  Herrey  havii^  BommoDed  M.  LongueviUe, 
'  governor  of  that  island,  to  suirender,  and  the 

*  inhabitants  refusing  to  take  arms  in  its  de-* 

*  fence,  he  thought  proper  to  accept  of  thd 
t  terms  offered,  and  immediately  capitulated; 
'  for  himself  and  the  troops  to  be  sent  to 
<  France,  and  the  island  surrendered  at  dis- 
'  oration.  The  ships  immediately  entered  th^ 
'  harbour,  and  took  possession  of  all  the  forts 

*  and  batteries,  which  were  remarkably  stroi^, 
'  had  forty  pieces  of  cannon  mouiited,  and 
'  "were  capable  of  making  a  longdefence. 

*  The  inhabitants  are  all  disarmed,  and  I 
^  most  sincerely  congratulate  their  Lordships 
^  on  his  Majesty  being  in  peaceable  possession 

*  of  an  island  nearly  sixty  miles  long,  twenty 
'  broad,  and  abounding  in  good  ports. 

*  I  likewise  congratulate  them  on  the  con- 

*  quest  of  the  most  important  island  of  Gre- 

*  nada,  which  surrendered  without  opposition 

*  on  the  5th  instant,  to  Commodore  Swanton 

*  and  Brigadier  Walsh,  upon  the  same  terms 
'  as  those  granted  to  Martinique.  Its  port  is 
'  Tery  safe  during  the  hurricane  months,  and 

*  the  citadel  which  commands  it  remarkably 
'strong. 
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'  Inclosed  I  have  the  honour  to  submit  plans 
*  of  the  pOTts  of  Grenada  and  St.  Lucie*.' 

Admiral  Rodney  now  prepared  to  proceed 
to  the  aBsistaace  of  Jamaica ;  but  before  he 
could  execute  the  intentions  of  his  active 
mind,  Captain  Elphinstone,  of  the  Richmond 
frigate,  arrived  on  the  2&th  of  March  from 
England,  with  orders  to  the  Admiral  and 
General  not  to  prosecute  any  designs  they 
might  have  planned,  as  a  considerable  secret 
expedition  was  in  contemplation,  to  which 
every  thing  else  must  g^ve  way,  that  a  pow- 
erful force  might  be  concentred  for  its  ac- 
complishment. Sensible,  however,  of  the  pre- 
carious situation  of  Jamaica,  he  detached  thi- 
ther a  la^e  reinforcement  of  ships,  under  the 
xMHnmand  of  Sir  James  Douglas,  and  ordering 

■  *  In  ooiueqiienee  of  thne  luecessfiil  opentiou,  pemuMnA 
WM  given  to  Adminl  Rodney  to  make  choice  of  three  thousand 
'aem  of  land  in  any  of  the  conquered  islands,  but  a  change  of  ad- 
niniintioii  *»lniig  place  aoon  after,  the  eutom  of  granting  budb 
in  the  conquered  iskndg  was  abolished.  General  Moncton,  hoiv- 
erer,  was  more  rortunate,  having  obtained  a  similar  grant,  and  he 
■udeitgood. 

Admiral  Rodnej  reeoved  the  thanks  of  both  Housea  of  Pav- 
Bunent  for  hia  exertions,  but  was  not  honoored  with  an/  mark  of 
Vi  Sonrngn'a  ivpKib«tioii  uatiltm  7(^  aftennHda. 

aa 
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anoth^  part  of  his  fleet,  under  Commodore 
Swanton,  to  cruise  off  the  Spanish  main,  he 
returned  with  the  rest  of  his  ships  to  Mar- 
tinique, 


*  TO  JOHN   CLEVELAND,  ESQ. 

'  Marlborou^,  SL  Chriatophei's, 
•  March  26th,  1762. 

*  Having  acquainted  you  in  my  letter  of  the 

*  24th,  from  St.  John's  Road.  Antigua„  that 

*  I  should  hasten  with  the  utmost  despatch  to 

*  the  assistance  of  Jamaica,  I  put  to  sea  with 

*  the  squadron  under  my  command  accord- 

*  ingly,  and  off  this  island  received  their  Lord- 

*  ships'  despatches  of  the  5th  of  February,  by 
'  Captain  Elphinstone ;  and  as  I  am  thereby 
'  strictly  commanded  to  desist  from  any  «n- 
'  terprise  I  might  have  in  hand,  and  that  it 

*  was  indispensably  necessary  that  all  other 
'  operations  should  yield  to  this  one  object 
'  of  the  secret  expedition,  under  the  command 

*  of  Sir  Greorge  Pocock,  and  Ix)rd  Albe- 
'  marie,  I  shall  hasten  with  the  utmost 
^  despatch  to  put  their  Lordships'  said  ordeis 

*  into  execution ;  and  I  beg  you  will  assure 
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*  them  that  every  thing  shall  be  ready  to  pro- 
'  ceed  at  a  moment's  warning. 

-   *  I  have  already  despatched  a  fr^te  to 

*  Barbadoes,  acquainting  Sir  George  Pocock 
'  that  the  most  proper  place  in  all  these  parts 

*  of  the  West  Indies  for  a  rendezvous,  is  Fort 

*  Royal  Bay,  Martinique.     I  shall  instantly 

*  despatch  ten  sail  of  the  line  to  Jamaica, 

*  ^^ch,  with  the  number  already  there,  will 

*  make  seventeen  sail  of  the  line,  and  thirteen 

*  frigates,  a  force  I  hope  sufficient  to  protect 

*  that  island  from  any  insult.  I  have  like* 
'wise  given  Sir  James  Douglas  orders,  on 

*  his  arrival  at  Jamaica,  to  despatch  his  best 

*  sulii^  frigate  to  Martinique,  with  all  the 

*  intelligence  he  can  possibly  procure   for 

*  Sir  Geoi^e  Pocock's  information,  giving  the 

*  captain  the  strictest  orders  to  keep  in  the 
'proper  track,  and  to  windward*,  in  order 

*  This  vise  precaution  and  foresight  of  Admiral  Rodney  proved 
of  great  serrice  to  the  expedition,  for  Sir  George  Focook  remarks 
in  his  public  letter  of  the  UthofJuly— 

*  Lucidly,  the  next  day  the  Bichmond  joined  us.     She  bod 

*  been  down  the  Old  Straits,  to  Cayo  Sal,  and  C^itain  £lphinston« 
'  had  been  very  di%ent  and  oareftil  in  his  remarks,  going  through 
'  and  returning  back,  having  taken  sketches  of  the  land  and  eayot 
'  on  both  sides.  He  kept  a-head  of  the  fleet,  (ukI  led  us  throiigli 

*  very  well.* 
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.'  to  meet  Sir  George  Pocock  in  his  passage 

*  down. 

'  As  I  have  acted  to  the  best  of  my  judg- 

*  ment  in  the  steps  1  have  taken,  I  hope  it 
.<  -fiill  meet  with  fheir  L(Mrdships'  appiohaticm.' 


*  TO  JOHN   CLEVELAND,    ESQ. 

*  BMheder,  SL  Pierre's  I^oat!,  HartiDiqnet 
Mif  31st,  1762. 

'  Having  acquainted  their  Lordships,  in  my 
'  letter  of  the  26th  of  March,  from  St.  Christo- 
'  pher's,  that  I  should  hasten  with  the  utmost 
'  despatch  to  execute  their  orders,  and  get 

*  every  thing  in  readiness  against  the  arrival 
:  of  @ir  George  Pocock  and  Lord  Alhemarle 
'  in  these  seas,  immediately  on  Sir  James 
'  Douglas's  sailing  with  his  squadron  to 
'  Jamaica,  I  hastened  to  Martinique,  where 
'  I  had  got  the  transports  ready,  and  the 

*  troops  embarked,  several  days  before  the, 
'  arrival  of  the  squadron  from  England  t 
'but  as  many  of  the  remaining  transports^ 
'  wanted  much  repair,  it  was  impossible  to 
'  despatch  the    1600  ton    ordered   by  their 

*  Lordships  to  Jamaica,  till  the  whole,  was- 
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'iorveyftd,  and  I  had  an  exact  account  of 
'  the  spare  tonnage  remaining  fit  for  aerrice. 

'  NeTortfaeleBs,  I  ordered  two  very  lai^ 
,'  ti^sports  that  were  at  St.  Christopher'sj 
'  amounting  to  700  ton,  to  proceed  directly 
t  with  Sir  James  Douglas. 

'  When  I  had  got  eyery  thing  ready  and 

*  had  embarked  all  such  troops  as  Genera] 
'  Monctob  thought  proper  should  be  sent  with 

*  Lord  Albemarle,  I  had  the  misfortune  to 

*  be  taken  extremely  ill  with  a  bilious  ferer, 

*  and  was  obliged  to  be  carried  on  shore  to 

*  St.  Pierre's,  which  prevented  me  from 
'  paying  my  respects  to  Sir  George  Pocock 

*  during  his  stay  at  Cas  Navire,  where  he 

*  arrived  with  his  forces,  from  England,  on 
<  the  26th  of  April. 

.  '  My  Lord  Albemarle  found  it  necessary 
'  to  make  several  alterations  relative  to  the 
'  distribntion  of  the  troops  already  embarked, 
'  and  sending  for  others  from  Dominique. 

*  These  operations,  together  with  fitting  many 
f  of  the  spare  transports  for  horses,  loading 

*  others  with  fascines,  and  watering  the 
'  fleet,  detained  them  till  the  6th  of  May. 
'.  when  Sir  Geoi^  Pocock  sailed  from  hence 
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*  with  the  men-of-war  and  transports  under 
<  his  command,  and  proposed  calling  off  St. 
'  Christopher's  for  the  Edgar  and  the  Jamaica 
'  conToy,  which  were  detained  there  by  order, 

*  and  the  CuUoden  and  Echo,  which  were 

*  there  with  the  transports  of  negroes  snp- 

*  plied  by  the  islands  for  the  service  of  the 

*  expedition,  the  former  having  been  detained 

*  by  defects  in  her  lower  masts,  which  had 
'  been  repaired,  and  she  was  ready  to  sail 
'  before  Sir  Greorge's  arriTal  at  St.  Christo- 

*  pher's. 

*  As  I  had  despatched  with   Sir  James 
'■  Douglas  ten  sail  of  the  line,  (including  the 

*  Culloden,)  the  number  commanded  in  their 

*  Lordships'  orders  to  be  ready,  and  intending 

*  to  send  the  Marlborough  home  with  the 

*  second  convoy,  I  reserved  only  the  Fou- 
droyant,  (on  board  which  ship  I  intended  to 

'  hoist  my  flag,)  the  Vanguard,  and  Modeste, 
'  the  condition  of  the  three  fifty  gun  ships 

*  rendering  it  necessary  for  them  to  return  to 

*  England  this  season,  by  which  their  Lord- 
'  ships  will  perceive  that  only  three  ships  of 

*  the  line  woiUd  remun  upon  this  station. 

*  Sir  G.  Pocock  thought  it  absolutely  ne- 
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'  cesaaiy  for  his  Majesty's  service  to  take  the 

*  Marlborough  with  him,  removing  my  captsun 

*  and  officers  into  the  Rochester  and  Falkland, 
'  and  appointing  Captain  Burnett  to  command 
'  the  Marlborough ;  and  as  the  carrying  on 
'  his  Majesty's  service  with  success  so  much 
'  depends  upon  the  Commander-in-Chief  hav- 

*  ing  those  officers  about  him  whom  he  most 

*  approves,  I  intend  hoisting  my  flag  on  board 

*  the  Foudroyant  the  moment  she  joins  me, 

*  taking  Captain  Shuldham  with  me  into  that 

*  ship,  removing  Captain  Duff  into  the  Mo 

*  deste,  and  Captain  HoUowell  into  the  Ro 

*  Chester,  which  I  flatter  myself  their  Lord- 

*  ships  will  approve,  more  especially  as  it  is 

*  agreeable  to  their  seniority. 

'  The  Alarm,  with  the  convoy  from  Cork, 
'  arrived  here  the  12th  instant,  having  taken 
'  a  French  ship,  bound  from  Marseilles  to  St. 
'  Domingo,  in  her  passage. 

*  The  Oxford  and  Edgar  arrived  at  Barba- 

*  does  the  9th  instant,  vrith  the  convoy  from 

*  England,  the  latter  having  taken  a  transport 
'  from  Bourdeaux,  with  the  intendant,  the 

*  commandant  of  the  troops,  and  one  hun- 

*  dred  and  sixty  soldiers,  bound  to  Louisiana, 
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being  part  of  a  raiment  commanded  by  the 
Count  de  Tremenr.  I  haTS  also  the  pleasure 
to  acquaint  their  Lordsbii^,  that  another  of 
the  said  transports,  with  two  hundred  troops 
on  board,  belonging  to  the  same  regiment, 
has  been  taken  by  the  Falkland ;  and  aa 
these  troops  are  a  great  expense  to  his  Ma^ 
jesty,  and  the  Goremor  and  the  inhabitants 
at  Baxbadoes  have  made  strong  remoD' 
strances  against  their  remaining  in  that 
island,  I  hope  their  lordships  will  approre 
-of  my  intention  of  sending  the  officers  and 
troops  to  France,  agreeable  to  the  carte) 
setded  by  the  two  nations,  as  I  shall  take 
particular  care  to  have  them  conreyed  to 
such  a  distance  as  to  put  it  out  of  their 
power  to  carry  the  ship  anywhere  but  to 
France. 

'  As  Major-G>eneral  Moncton  has  sailed  in 
his  Majesty's  ship  the  Lizard,  for  his  go- 
Ternment  of  New  York,  and  has  left  Briga- 
dier-General Rufane  commander-in-chief  of 
the  troops  left  in  this  island,  whose  numbers 
are  scarce  sufficient  to  garrison  it,  and  in 
all  probability  will  be  considerably  dinu- 
nished  in  the  rainy  season,  I  then^ore  i^p- 
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'pose  to  take  the  marines  from  those  ships 
'  bound  to  Eiirope,  in  order  to  strengthen  the 

*  garrison,  if  necessary,  which  I  hope  their 

*  Lordships  will  approve;  more  especially  as 
'  the  islands  of  St.  Lucie  and  St.  Vincent 

*  have  no  garrison,  neither  can  any  troops  be 
'  spared  from  this  place  for  that  service. 

'  Their  Lordships  will  best  judge  what 
'  number  of  ships  will  be  sufficient  to  guard 
'  the  extensive  tract  of  islands  now  beloi^ng 
'to  his  Majesty;  and  as  I  hare  already  ex- 
'  perienced  their  very  great  attention  towards 
'  the  completion  of  the  conquests,  I  have  not 
'the  least  reason  to  doubt  that  they  will; 
I  when  more  material  afiairs  do  not  interfere; 
f  continue  to  support  me  in  such  a  manner  as 
'may  enable  me  not  only  to  defend  and  pro-^ 
f  tect  all  these  islands  against  any  power 

*  whatsoever,  but  likemse  to  annoy  his  Ma' 
'  jesty's  enemies  on  their  own  coasts,  which 

*  I  shall  take  every  opportunity  of  doing  with 
'  the  squadron  now  remaining  under  my  com' 
-Inand. 

-  *  The  Spaniards  continue  very  quiet  in  their 

*  ports,  seem  afraid  to  venture  out,  and,  hy 
1  the  }>eft  intelligence  I  can  gam,  hftve  «naed 
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*  only  one  privateer  from  Porto  Rico,  which 

*  has  very  narrowly  escaped  my  cniisera,  and 

*  is  driven  out  of  these  seas. 

'  Mr.  Swantoa  has  rejoined  me  irom  the 

*  Spanish  main,  where  I  had  sent  him  to 

*  cruise  for  some  time,  but  without  success ; 

*  and  as  I  constantly  keep  a  rotation  of  fii* 

*  gates  round  the  Caribbee  islands,  I  believe 

*  it  will  be  difficult  for  their  ships  coming  to 

*  these  seas  to  escape  their  vigilance,  or  the 

*  inhabitants  to  receive  any  succoura  from 

*  £urope. 

*  The  Marlborough,  on  her  return  from  St. 

*  Chiistopher's,  took,  o£f  St.  Lucie,  a  French 

*  ship  from  Bourdeaux,  bound  to  Louisiana; 

*  the  Modesto  took,  off  Tobago,  a  Spanish 

*  ship  fiwm  St.  Sebastian ;  the  Foudroyant  a 

*  French  ship  from  Marseilles ;  and  inclosed 

*  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  their  Lord' 
'  ships  a  list  of  all  ships  and  vessels  taken  or 

*  brought  into  Martinique  since  I  have  com-^ 

*  manded  in  these  seas ;  and  shall  likewise 

*  transmit  them  a  list  of  the  captures  con- 

*  voyed  into  the  other  islands,  the  moment  I 

*  receive  a  return  of  them  from  the  agents. 

*  I  must  beg  yoa  will  please  to  acquaint 
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*  their  Lordships,  that  his  Majesty's  order  in 

*  council,  of  the  25th  of  March,  1761,  relative 

*  to  the  pnsoners  of  war  being  under  the  di- 

*  rection  of  the  commanding  sea  officer,  has 

*  not  as  yet  "been  transmitted  to  the  governors 

*  of  Barhadoes  and  the  Leeward  Islands/ 


The  following  letter,  written  under  feelings 
of  considerable  irritation,  in  consequence  of 
an  unfair  and  unwarrantable  act,  as  he  con- 
ceived, of  General  Moncton,  in  having  ap- 
pointed certain  officers  to  dispose  of  ^e 
prizes  brought  into  the  ports  of  Martinique, 
&c.  &c.,  was  addressed  by  Admiral  Rodney 
to  Lord  Anson,  who  at  that  period  was  at  the 
head  of  the  Admiralty.  The  Admiral  was  not 
a  man  that  would  tamely  submit  to  a  pro- 
ceeding which  appeared  to  him  to  be  perfectly 
illegal  and  arbitrary,  as  well  as  injurious  to 
the  rights  and  interests  of  those  under  his 
command. 

*  TO   LORD  ANSON. 

*An%u8,  July  22d,  1762. 

*  It  was  with  infinite  concern  I  heard  of  your 

*  Lordship's  bad  state  of  health,  and  I  most 

*  sincerely  hope  that  loi^  ere  this  it  is  per- 
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*  fectly  restored.  To  have  a  confirmatibn  of 
1  it  will  be  the  most  pleasing  news  that  can  be 
'brought  me  •, 

:  '  As  I  presume  your  Lordship  will  be  glad 
*-  to  know  the  state  of  the  ccmquered  islands^ 
'  I  tQust  acquaint  you  that  every  thingre^ 
'  mains  in  the  same  situation  as  when  first 
'  taken  possession  of,  there  being  only  a  gar- 

*  r^n  in  Martinique  and  Grenada,  the 
*■  islands  of  St.  Lucie  and  St.  Vincent  remain- 
'  ing  as  they  were  inhabited  by  the  French, 

*  who  lately  submitted. 

*  I  cannot  help  again  pressing  your  Lord- 

*  ship  that  orders  may  be  given  relative  to  the 
'  carenage  and  the  ports,  Mr.  Moncton  having 

*  thought  proper,  at  the  instigation  of  his 
'  North  American    followers,    to   appoint  a 

*  number  of  officers,  such  as  naval  officers,  to 

*  the  different  ports,  in  direct  contradiction  to 

*  the  usage  of  the  English  islands,  and  who 

*  think  they  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  impose 

*  arbitrary  fines  upon  all  merchant  ships  an- 

<  choring  in  the  ports ;  in  short,  my  Lord, 
the  whole  is  a  scramble  who  shall  cheat  his 

<  Majesty  and  the  nation  most,  hot  one  of  the 

'  *  LoM  Anson  and  Admiral  Rodney  had  ilmya  lired  on  tauf 
«f  tbe  grnt#it  iiAistacf  and  mntul  rvA.  ' 

D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 


LIVK   OF   LOBD   BODKET. 


9S 


*■  peiBons  appointed  to  -office  belon^g  to  the 
*i  army,  or.  even  gentlepien ;  and  so  much  had 

*  theM  aort  of  -people  imposed  on  Mr.  Monc-' 
\  Urn's  understaoding,  that  during  my  absence,' 
!  and  when  they  imaged  I  had  quitted  theses 
'  seas  to  protect  Jamaica,  they  induced  him' 
'to' appoint  tiro  of  them  vendue  masters  by 

*  oonunissions,  with  an  arbitrary  power  to  selt 
Vail  such  prizes  as  were  brought  into  Mar-' 

*  tinique,  and  to  detain  one  per  cent,  of  all' 

*  such  prizes.  The  agent  for  the  naval  officers' 
f  on  this  station,  re&sing  to  pay  their  unjust 

*  demand,  was  sent  for  to  Mr.  Moncton  by  a' 
'  file  of  muskets,  and  threatened  to  be  sent  ta 

*  prison  if  he  dared  to  sell  any  of  the  prizes  in- 
'  any  other  manner  than  through  the  vendue 
'  masters.   Thus,  my  Ix>rd,  in  violation  of  the 

*  act  for  the  encouragement  of  seamen,  and' 
'  directly  contrary  to  the  express  words,  have 

*  the  officers  and  seamen  of  his  Majesty's 
'  fleet  been  compelled  to  pay  a  considerable 
'  sum  by  an  arbitrary  act  imposed  upon  them* 
'  by  the  very  person  who  is  most  indebted  to 
f  them  for  the  conquest  of  Martinique,  a  hard- 

*  return  for  the  part  they  had  taken  in  the 

*  redaction  of  that  island. 

*  Your  IxH-dship  may  be  »ure  I  did  not  Bub- 
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» mit  to  this  arbitrary  proceeding  upon  my 

*  return  to  Martinique  ;  but  as  Mr.  Moncton 
'  was  gone  before  this  ai&ir  came  to  my 
'  knowledge,  I  had  not  an  opportunity  to  point 

*  out  to  him  his  unlawful  proceedings  against 

*  the  nary. 

'  I  have  acquainted  the  commanding  officer 

*  left  at  Martinique,  that  I  will  not  auflfer  any 

*  impositions  to  be  laid  on  the  sea  service, 

*  and  that  I  expect  a  full  liberty  for  my  agent 
'  to  dispose  of  all  captures  in  such  a  manner 
'  as  he  shall  think,  most  beneficial  for  the 

*  captors.  His  answer  is,  *'  that  he  found 
' "  things  in  such  a  situation,  and  should  c^in- 
'  "  tinue  them  as  Mr.  Moncton  left  them." 

'  The  person  who  was  Mr.  Moncton's  chief 

*  adviser  in  this  affair  is  one  Mr.  M ,  an 

'  apothecary  of  New  York,  who  is  appointed 
'  Collector  of  the  Customs  at  Martinique,  and 

*  who,  during  my  illness,  had  suffered  a  pro- 
'  digious  quantity  of  the  produce  of  the  island 

*  to  be   cleared   out  for  St.  Christopher's, 

*  though  he  knew  it  was  in  plain  contradiction 

*  to  the  capitulation,  and  that  such  a  clearance 
'  was  only  a  blind  to  carry  the  sugars  and 

*  coffee  to  St.  Eustatia. 

*^The  moment  I  heard  of  this-  iniquitous 
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'  affair,  which,  if  continued,  would  have  de- 
'  prived  England  of  the  benefits  of  her  con- 

*  quests,  and  enriched  Holland,  I  sent  notice 

*  to  the  Custom  House,  and  acquainted  Ge- 
'  neral  Moncton  that  I  insisted  upon  no  clear- 
'  ances  being  allowed  to  any  ship  or  vessel 

*  whatever,  loaded  with  the  commodities  of  the 

*  conquered  islands  bound  to  any  place  but 
'  Great  Britain,  agreeable  to  the  spirit  and 

*  intention  of  the  capitulation ;  and  that  I  had 
'  given  orders  to  the  captains  of  the  ships 
'  under  my  conunand,  to  seize  all  vessels 
'  cleared  out  for  any  other  place,  until  his 
'  Majesty's  pleasure  was  known.' 


No  event  of  importance  occurred  in  the 
Leeward  Island  squadron  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war.  In  the  course  of  the 
flommer,  negociations  for  a  general  peace 
between  the  contending  powers  had  been 
set  on  foot,  and  the  Earl  of  Bute,  in  whom, 
on  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Pitt,  the  entire 
direction  of  the  affairs  at  home  was  vested, 
being  anxious  to  put  an  end  to  the  war,  sent 
the  Duke  of  Bedford  to  Fontainebleau,  where, 
TOL.L  H 
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having  met  the  pleaipotentiaries  of  the  allied 
powers,  he  signed  die  preUminaiies  of  peace 
early  in  November,  of  which  the  d^nitive 
treatj  was  concluded  on  the  lOtb  of  Felnrua^, 
in  the  ensuing  year,  1763. 

Aa  the  war  in  1755  had  been  undertaken 
in  order  to  protect  the  British  colonies  in 
America  against  the  encroachments  of  the 
French,  so  the  security  of  these  colonies 
flppearft  to  hare  been  the  main  object  in  this 
tjteaty  of  peace,  of  which  the  terms  were, 
doubtless,  more  advantageous  to  the  English 
settlements  in  America,  than  to  Great  Bri- 
tain herself.  The  extraordinary  success  of 
the  war  enabled  the  latter  to  dictate  the  con- 
ditions. She  had  it  in  her  power  to  retain 
the  West  India  islands  of  Martiniquej  Giia- 
dftloupe,  Mariegalante,  and  Desiderade,  the 
{^session  of  which  would  have  broilght  the 
most  important  advantages  to  her  commerce, 
4r,  by  ceding  these  islands,  to  secure  the 
American  settlements  in  the  northj  by  die 
acquisition  of  Canada.  She  preferred  the 
interests  of  her  colonies.  It  was  no  leas  in 
her  power  to  retain  the  important  conquests 
nhe  had  made  from  Spain,  or  to  obtain  iah 
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equiTOlent  for  them,  by  stipulating  Bucfa  com- 
Mwcial  advantages  as  would  have  added 
immense  wealth  to  Great  Britain,  or  to  defend 
her  American  colonies  in  the  south,  by  ite- 
quiring  the  ibrts  of  St.  Augustine  and 
Peosacola,  and  the  extensive  country  of 
Florida.  In  this  instance  also,  the  interest 
of  America  prevailed.  The  coloniea  were 
Aecnred  from  every  hostile  attack,  and  at  the 
price  of  British  blood  and  treasure,  and  every 
national  advantage  was  provided  and  placed 
in  such  a  situation  as  no  longer  required  the 
protection  of  Great  Britain.  From  that 
tnoment  tibey  may  be  said  to  have  obtained  ' 
indepetidence,  whenever  their  condition  oi* 
occasion  should  enable  them  to  assume  it. 

By  this  treaty,  the  -entire  province  of 
Canada  was  ceded  to  the  English,  part  of 
Louisiana,  Cape  Breton,  and  the  other  islands 
in  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawtence.  In  the  West 
Indies,  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines,  and 
the  neutral  islands  of  Dominique,  St  Vin-  - 
Cent's,  and  Tobago.  In  return  for  these 
cessions,  Great  Britain  restored  td  France, 
Ihe  l&lauds  of  Goadaloupe,  Martinique,  and 
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St.  Lucie,  and  the  right  of  that  nation  to  fish 
on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  was  recog- 
nised. The  fortress  of  the  Havannah  and 
the  other  acquisitions  of  England  were  re- 
stored to  Spain,  who,  on  her  part,  guaranteed 
to  England  the  Floridas,  and  all  that  she 
possessed  on  the  continent  of  America,  to 
the  east  and  south-east  of  the  Mississippi. 

In  the  nation  at  lai^e,  this  peace  was 
uniTersally  unpopular.  Upon  its  policy  his- 
tory has,  in  these  later  times,  pronounced 
judgment. 

The  qession  of  the  island  of  St.  Lucie, 
however,  was,  at  that  period,  and  must  ever 
be,  condemned  as  an  unwise  measure.  Its 
importance,  from  its  situation,  and  excellent 
harbour,  seems  to  have  been  better  under- 
stood and  appreciated  by  the  French  than 
the  English  negociators.  Mr.  Pitt  had  posi- 
tively refused,  in  his  previous  negociations 
with  M.  Bussy,  to  cede  St.  Lucie  to  France ; 
and  Admiral  Rodney  had  at  sdl  times  been 
80  sensible  of  its  value  and  importance  to 
Great  Britain,  that,  from  his  earliest  ac- 
quaintance with  that  island,  he  never  ceased 
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to  TU^  and  adviee  its  retention,  as  will  be 
evidenced  in  some  of  his  succeeding  letters. 

Admiral  Rodney  returned  to  England  on 
the  12th  of  August,  1763,  and  struck  his 
flag  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month.  He  had, 
on  the  2l8t  of  October,  in  the  preceding  year, 
been  made  Vice- Admiral  of  the  Blue. 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1764,  the  Admiral 
vras  raised  to  the  dignity  of  a  Baronet  of 
Great  Britain  in  consideration  of  the  eminent 
services  he  had  rendered  his  country,  and  in 
this  year  he  was  married  to  Henrietta,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Clies,  Esq.,  by  whom  he  had 
several  children*. 

On  the  23d  of  November,  1765,  Sir  George 
Rodney  was  appointed  Governor  of  the  Royal 
Hospital  at  Greenwich,  in  the  room  of  Ad- 
miral Townshend,  and  took  his  seat  as 
Director,  on  the  28th  of  December  following. 

During  the  four  years  that  he  presided  over 
that  noble  establishment,  he  had  no  oppor- 
tunities of  displaying  that  active  and  enter- 
prising spirit  which  had  hitherto  marked  his 

*  Of  these,  four  only  are  now  suiriTing,  tu.,  the  Eon.  John 
Rodney,  the  Hon.  Mra.  Cbamben,  tbe  Hon.  Anne  Rodney,  and 
the  Bon.  tSn.  Uundy. 


:dbvGoogIe 


100  LIVE   OV   LORD   BODMEV. 

ehaiaeter,  but  occasione  were  not  wanting  to 
prove  that  he  was  still,  as  he  ever  had  be^ 
the  seaman's  Mend.  The  anecdote  vhich 
foUowB,  of  the  authenticity  of  which  there 
pan  be  no  question,  bears  more  honourabU 
^d  ample  testimony  to  the  goodness  of  the 
Admiral's  heart  than  would  Tolumes  of  la- 
bouTed  panegyric. 

At  that  period  few,  if  any,  of  the  pensioners 
were  allowed  great  coats,  and  then  only  in 
consequence  of  a  petition  approved  by  the 
weekly  board,  or  an  order  from  the  OoTernor, 
who  had  authority  to  grant  that  indulgence. 
Sir  George,  the  first  winter  of  his  government 
there,  had  applications  made  as  usual,  but  re- 
quired no  better  pretensions,  or  greater  elo- 
quence, than  an  old  sailor  and  a  cold  day,  to 
grant  an  order.  The  consequence  of  this  was, 
that  great  coats  became  so  general,  and  the 
demand  increased  so  much,  that  the  Ueu- 
tenant-Gbvemor,  Mr.  Boys,  at  the  next  board, 
took  upou  him  to  represent  the  Governor's 
conduct  as  extremely  reprehensible.  Sir 
George,  who  was  present,  got  up ;  and  after 
expressing  bis  surprise  at  tl^e  Lieutenvit? 
Governor's  conduct,  very  calmly  said  to  him, 
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fi  have  the  greatest  respect  for  yon  as  a  mvn, 
'  who,  by  the  greatest  merit,  haa  raised  him- 

*  self  irom  the  station  of  a  foremast  man  to 
'  the  rank  of  an  Admiral, — a  circumstance 
'  which  not  only  does  you  the  highest  hononr, 
'  but  would  have  led  me  to  have  expected  yon 

*  as  an  advocate  instead  of  an  opposer  to  such 
'  a  necessary  indulgence.  Many  of  the  poor 
'  m^  at  the  door  hare  been  your  shipmates, 
'  and  once  your  companions.    Never  hurt  a 

*  brother  sailor ;  and  let  me  warn  you  against 

*  two  things  more :  The  first  is,  in  foture  not 
'  to  interfere  between  me  and  my  duty  as 
'  Governor ;  and  the  second  is,  not  to  object 
^  to  these  brave  men  having   great  coats, 

*  whilst  you  are  so  fond  of  one  as  to  wear  it 
'  by  the  side  of  as  good  a  fire  as  you  are  sit- 
'  ting  by  at  present.  There  are  very  few 
'  young  sailors  that  come  to  Loudon  without 

*  paying  Greenwich  Hospital  a  visit,  and  it 
'  shall  be  the  rule  of  my  conduct,  as  far  as 

*  my  authority  extends,  to  render  the  q14 
'  men's  lives  so  comfortable,  that  the  younger 

*  shall  say,  when  he  goes  away,  "  Who  would 
'  "  not  be  a  sailor,  to  live  as  happy  as  A 
'  "  Prince  in  his  old  age  !'*'  and  Sir  €^ige 
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kept  his  word,  for  from  that  time  ereiy  man 
was  allowed  a  great  coat  *. 

It  was  Sir  George  who  first  appointed  the 
shoremen,  as  they  are  called,  whose  duty  it 
is  to  watch  and  wash  the  retiring  tide,  thereby 
contributing  to  the  salubrity  of  the  Hospital, 
and  to  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  its  nu- 
merous visiters. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1770,  Sir  George 
was  made  Vice- Admiral  of  the  White ;  and 
on  the  24th  of  October,  in  the  year  followii^, 
Vice- Admiral  of  the  Red. 

On  the  23rd  of  January,  1771,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Commander-in-Chief  at  Jamaica,  and 
having  been  required  to  resign  his  Govctu- 
ment  at  Greenwich  Hospital,  he  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  at  that  time 
at  the  head  of  the  Admiralty,  expressive  of 
his  hope  that,  with  reference  to  precedents 
produced  in  favour  of  his  pretensions,  he 

*  By  the  humane  exertions  of  that  most  able  and  excellent 
officer,  Rear-Admiral  Sir  Richard  Keats,  the  present  Governor  of 
Greenwich  Hospital,  and  by  the  judicious  regulations  of  the  Di- 
rectors of  the  establishment,  the  comforts  of  the  penuonen  may 
now  be  said  to  be  consummated,  both  with  regard  to  the  clothing, 
diactplhie,  imd  messing,  as  well  u  to  the  indulgencieB  allowed  to 
XboK  who  have  families. 
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might  be  permitted  to  retain  that  appoint- 
ment. 


'TO   THE   EAEL  OF  SANDWICH*. 

'January  15lh,  1771.    ' 

'  Your  goodDesB,  in  thinking  of  employing 
'  me  in  the  "West  Indies,  which  in  all  proba- 
. '  bility  will  be  the  field  of  action  should  a 
'  war.  commence  with  Spain,  lays  me  under 

*  the  greatest  obligation,  and  flatters  my  am- 
'  bition,  that  I  am  thought  worthy  by  the 
'  King  and  your  Lordship  of  a  command  of 
'  such  consequence.  Pardon  me,  however, 
'  my  Lord,  if  I  feel  myself  a  little  disappointed 

*  in  one  circumstance  which  fell  from  your 
'  Lordship.  I  flattered  myself  that  when  his 
'  Majesty  was    most    graciously  pleased  to 

*  honour  me    with    the   Government  of  his 

*  Royal  Hospital  at  Greenwich,  it  would  not 

*  be  expected  I  should  resign  it  on  my  being 
'  employed,  but  that  I  should  enjoy  it  in  the 
'  same  manner  as  three  out  of  four  Admirals, 
'  who  had  been  Governors  thereof,  had  done ; 
'  viz..  Lord  Aylmer,  Sir  John  Jennings,  and 

*  The  Eari  of  Sandwich  was  appointed  Fast  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
ninltj  in  the  month  of  JuLuaiy,  1771.     . 
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t  Sir  Jahn  Balcfaen,  ftll  of  vdiom  vera  «ni- 
'  ployed,  and  commanded  fleets  during  tbcir 
'  government  of  the  H<»pital. 

'  My  case  is  more  particulfu^,  as  I  had  the 
'  misfortune  of  faeing  superseded  in  the  com- 

*  mand  of  a  successful  fleet,  entrusted  to  my 
'-  care  in  the  West  Indies,  at  the  very  time  I 

*  had  Bailed  on  another  expedition  against  the 

*  enemy's  squadron  at  the  island  of  St.  Do- 

*  raingo,  and  was  thereby  deprived  of  pur- 
*.  suing  those  conquests  which  so  honourably 
''  attended  upon  another,  and  i^ch  secured 
'  him  such  great  emoluments ;  nor  should  I, 

*  in  shewing  to  your  Lordship  the  peculiar 
'  disadvantage  to  me  to  be  deprived  of  the 
^  said  Government,  forget  to  remark,  that 

*  when  Admiral  Boscawen  was  made  General 
f  of  Marines  for  the  action  o£F  Lagos,  and  Sir 
f  Chailes  Saunders  Lieutenant-C^eneral  of 
'  Marines,  upon  the  reduction  of  Quebec,  it 
^  was  not  intended  they  should  lose  the  ^mo- 
'  luments  arising  therefrom,  when  commands 

*  in  their  own  line  made  it  be  thou^t  proper 

*  to  employ  them. 

'  After  suggesting  these  precedents,  and 

*  these  considerations  to  yoni  Lenbhip,  allow 
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*  m&,  tfi  hope,  that  if  I  am  ihaugfit  dcMfviog 
f  the  honour  of  the  command,  I  shall  not  b« 
f  iequii«d  to  reUnquish  an  appointment  whiph 
i  I  shall  arer  flatter  myaelf  was  conferred  as  a 
'  mar|(  of  Rpyal  appnlntion,  and  designed  ta 

*  be  contiuqed  to  qae,  notwithstanding  another 

*  command  may  call  for  my  services  in  a  dif- 
'  fereut  quarter. 

'  Fully  sensible  of  your  Lordship's  friend- 
'  ship  and  goodness  to  me,  I  ought  not  to  vx^ 

*  this  point  further  than  to  beg  I  mav  expe- 
'  rience  them  once  more  in  the  case  in  ques- 

*  tion,  than  which  nothing  can  so  mucl^ 
'  oblige,  or  effectually  bind  me  with  that  re- 
'  spect  and  veneration  with  which 

'  I  am,  my  Lord, 

'  &c.  &c.  &c.' 


It  was  not  deemed  expedient  .to  comply 
with  Sir  Creole  Rodney's  request,  and  Sir 
Francis  Holboume  was  appointed  in  his  stead 
to  the  Goremment  of  Greenwich  Hospital. 

Having  hoisted  his  flag  in  the  Princeea 
Amelia,  on  the  13th  of  May,  he  sail^  on  the 
3d  of  June  from  Plyiiiouth,  and  arrived  at 
Jamaica  on  the  7th  of  August. 
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Previously  to  his  departure  from  England, 
he  .had  received  a  letter  from  Rear- Admiral 
Spry,  requesting  to  be  informed  in  what 
manner  Sir  George  proposed  to  receive 
Lord  Sandwich,  who  was  on  the  point  of 
visiting  Plymouth,  in  the  Augusta  yacht. 


'  TO    REAR    ADMIRAL    SPRY. 

'  Plymouth  Sound.  May  S7Ui,  1771. 

*  As  no  man  whatever  can  have  a  greater 
'  regard  and  respect  for  Lord  Sandwich  than 
'  myselt  you  may  be  assured  that  I  shall  be 
'  glad  of  every  opportunity  of  shewing  my 
'  attachment  to  him ;  and  in  case  the  yacht 
'  which  brings  his  lordship  into  the  port 
'  carries  the  Admiralty  flag,  I  shall  not  only 
'  salute  it  with  nineteen  guns,  but  likewise 
'  give  particular  orders  to  all  the  captains 
'  of  the  squadron  I  command  to  do  the  same ; 

*  but  in  case  the  yacht  comes  with  a  pendant 

*  only,  I  shall  expect  the  captain  of  her  to 
'  do  his  duty  by  saluting  the  King's  flag  en- 

*  trusted  to  my  chaise ;  and  should  he  neg- 
'  lect  to  do  BO,  I  shall  send  a  proper  officer 
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on  board  to  place  him  in  arrest  for  disrespect 

to  the  King's  tfag. 
'  I  know  my  Lord  Sandwich  too  well  not 

to  be  sensible,  that  he  will  approve  of  every 

officer   who  keeps  up  the  dignity   of  the 
'  British  flag. 

*  Should  his  Lordship  honour  me  with  a 
'  vbit  on  board  the  ship  on  which  my  flag  is 
'  hoisted,  I  shall  take  care  that  every  respect 
'  and  honour  is  paid  that  is  due  to  him,  not 
'  only  as  a  peer  of  the  realm,  but  likewise  as 
'First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty.* 


'  TO   JOHN    CLEVELAND,    ESQ. 

•  Prineat  Amdia,  Buaetem  Road,  St.  Kitt'i, 
'  July  16th,  1771. 

*  I  take  the  opportunity  of  a  merchant  ship 

*  bound  to  London,  to  acquaint  their  Lord- 
'  ships  that  I  arrived  here  this  day  with  his 
'  Majesty's  squadron  under  my  command  • 

*  Connttiiig  (rftbe 

Princess  Amelia,   80  guns,     C^ittin  J.  Symoni, 
Boyne 


Modette 


Prodent 
Diana     . 


Ct^tain  J.  Boraett 
Captain  J.  Wbeeloolc. 
Cqitain  R.  Collins. 
Ct^toin  A.  Scbomberg;. 
Ca^itain  B.  Onslow. 


:dbvGoogIe 


UO  I.IFB   OP   LORD   RODNEY. 

'  fivm  Madeira,  which  island  I  left  on  Ihe 

*  24th  of  June,  having  made  fiTe  days'  stay 
'  in  completii^  the  wine  and  water  of  the 
'  squadron. 

*  As  I  was  80  near  the  isld  of  Tebertffe, 
'  and  the  Diana  much  sooner  reacly  to  sail 

*  than  the  other  shipst  I  imagined  their  LoM- 

*  ships  would  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  the 
'  state  of  the  town  of  St.  Croisj  and  whether 

*  any  additions  have  been  lately  made  to  the 
'  fbrtifications  of  the  place.      I  therefore  de- 

*  spatched  Captain  Onslow  with  a  letter  to 
'  the  British  consul  there,  with  orders  to  make 
'  every  observation  in  his  power,  taking  care 

*  to  do  it  in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  give 
'  Umbrage  to  the  Spaniards.     He  was  to  stay 

*  only  three  days,  AnA  to  endeavour  to  join 

*  me  off  the  island  of  Pahna,  or  to  shape  his 
'  coiu^e  from  the  said  island,  as  I  should  do 

. '  with  the  rest  of  the  squadron,  but  as  yet  he 
'  has  not  joined  us. 

'  I  propose  sailing  from  hence  to-morrow, 
'  and  hope  to  be  in  a  few  days  at  Jamaica.' 
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*Te   PHILIP   8TBTEMS,   ESQ. 

*  Princen  Andia,  Port  Royal,  Junaica. 
'AuguBt7th,  1771. 

'  Yott  will  please  to  acquaint  their  Lordshipfi 
'  that  I  anired  here  with  the  squadron  under 
'  my  command  on  the  ^th  of  July,  and  found 

*  in  this  port,  Commodore  Mackenzie,  in  th6 

*  Duttkirii.,  vith  the  Rainbow,  Ghiadaloupe, 
'  Zephyr,  Druid,  and  Trial. 

'  Immediately   on  my    airiTal,    I    issued 

*  ol-ders  to  the  captains  ef  the  Bquadron  I 
'  brought  from  England,  to  complete  theii- 

*  water,  and  to  hold  themeelres  in  constatit 

*  teadiness  to  proceed  td  eea,  but  ih>m  th^ 
'  great  distance  of  the  watering-place  to  Port 

*  Rc^al,  the  iratering  the  ships  has  been  ex- 

*  tremely  tedious. 

*  As  it  appears  very  extraordinary  to  tne 
'  that  the  water  supplied  his  Majes^'s  ships 

*  on  this  station  should  be  purchased,  more 
'  especially  idien  I  connder  the  great  fleetd 
'  that  haTe  formerly  been  stationed  here^  afld 
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*  the  almost  impossibility  of  watering  a  squa- 

*  droD,  on  any  emergency,  in  the  present 
'  mode,  as  the  watering-place  is  at  a  great 

*  distance,  and  scarce  sufficient  to  supply  a 
'  large  squadron,  I  have  determined  to  go 

*  myself  and  view  the  river,  at  Rock  Fort, 
'  and  the  river  Cobra,  in  order  to  be  convinced 

*  whether  proper  watering-places  might  not 

*  be  erected  at  a  moderate  expense,  as  was 
'  done  in  Admiral  Vernon's  time,  that  the 
'  government  might  not  be  at  the  expense  of 
'  purchasing  this  necessary  article. 

'  I  have  been  prevented  taking  the  survey 
'  as  yet,  by  the  badness  of  the  weather,  but 

*  their  Lordships  may  depend  upon  my  sending 

*  them  an  exact  account,  with  the  estimate  of 
'  erecting  pimips,  sheds,  and  a  stage,  in  the 
'  manner   they  were  furnished  by  Admiral 

*  Vernon,  which  have  been  suffered  for  many 
'  years  to  go  to  ruin. 

'  The  arrival  of  so  large  a  squadron  gives 

*  the  greatest  satis^tion  to  the  inhabitants, 
'  and  makes  them  very  sensible  of  the  atten- 

*  tion  that  has  been  paid  by  government  to 
'  them.' 
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TO  THE  GOVEBNOR  OP  CAKTHAOENA. 

'  Princeu  Amelia,  Jamaica, 
'September  3d,  1771. 
'  I  haye  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
'  lency,  that  his  Britannic  Majesty  has  been 

*  pleased  to  confer  on  me  the  command  of  his 
'  squadron  on  this  station,  and  to  assure  you 
'  that  while  I  am  protecting  his  Majesty's 
'  territories,  and  the  trade  of  his  subjects,  I 
'  shall  be  truly  solicitous  to  maintain  a  friendly 

*  correspondence  with  your  Excellency,  and 
'  with  the  rest  of  his  Catholic  Majesty's 
'  governors  in  America. 

'  With  such  a  disposition,  judge.  Sir,  what 
'  must  have  been  my  astonishment  to  hear, 

*  on  my  arrival,  that  two  guardacostas,  under 

*  the  pretended  sanction  of  your  Excellency's 

*  and  the  Commodore's  orders,  had  forced  hi? 
'  Majesty's  schooner,  the  Hawke,  into  Car- 
'  thagena,  after  they  were  told,  and  knew 
'  whose  commission  the  commander  of  her 
'  had  the  honour  to  bear. 

*  I  am  moreover  informed,  that  one  of  Ihe 
'  Commodore's   lieutenants    acquainted    the 
Vol,  L  1 
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*  commander  of  the  schooner,  on  her  dianis- 

*  sion  from  the  port  of  Carthagena,  that  she 

*  might  go,  bat  that  if  either  the  schooner, 

*  or  any  other  of  his  Britannic    Majesty's 

*  ships  were  afterwards  found  within  twelve 
'  leagues  of  that  coast,  they  should  be  taken, 
'  and  their  crews  imprisoned. 

.    '  As  your  Excellency,  I  doubt  not,  is  equally 

*  disposed  with  myself  to  support  the  harmony 
'  *hich  80  happily  subsists  between  the  two 
'  crowns,   I  cannot  be   persuaded  that   you 

*  have  given  the  least  countenance  to  these 

*  acts  of  violence. 

'  The  officer  who  has  dishonoured  his  King's 
'  colours  by  a  tame  submission  to  this  insult 
'  has  been  already  dismissed  the  service ;  and 
'  1  have  the  fidlest  confidence  that  your  Ex- 
'  cellency  will,   on  your  part,    immediately 

*  order  the  officers  that  have  treated  with 

*  such  indignity  the  British  flag  to  be  called 

*  to  tjie  strictest  account,   and  confirm  the 

*  opinion  I  would  willingly  entertain  of  the 
'  impossibility  of  such  a  menace  being  sent 
'  by  the  Commodore,  or  any  officer  of  nuik, 

*  who  wishes  to  preserve  the  general  tran- 
^  quillity. 
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'  I  have  ordered  the  captain  by  whom  I 
'  send  this  to  wait  your  Excelleacy's  an- 


*  TO   PHILIP  STEPHENS,    ESQ. 

*  Pent  Roysl,  Jaaak% 
•  Stipt.  ISth,  1771. 

'  Since  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  giTing 
'  their  Lcnrdships  an  account  of  the  violent 

*  earthquake  which  happened  the  day  heforei 
'  which  has  been  attended  with  frequent 
'  shocks  till  within  thrae  few  days,  and,  itt 
'  the  opinion  of  the  inhabitants,  done  mor& 
'  damage  than  any  since  the  gteat  <me  ill 
'  I6d2,  particularly  in  the  towns  of  Port 
'  Royal  and  Kingston,  in  the  former  of  which 

*  there  is  not  a  single  house  tiiat  has  not 

*  been  damaged,  I  find  his  Majesty's  dock- 
'  yard  has  suffered  considerably.  The  pitch- 
'  house  is  split  up  the  middle  of  the  arch, 

*  ihe  chimney  thrown  down ;  the  coppers  and 

*  chimney  where  the  people  cook  while  at  th6 
'  wharf  are  rendered  useless ;  the  smith's  shop 
'  split  in  several  places,  and  so  shaken  as  to 

*  be  quitd  unserviceaMe.    Hie  foundations  of 
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'  the  capstern  land  mast-houses  have  likewise 
'  received  much  damage. 

'  His   Majesty's    hospital   at   Port   Royal 
'  seems  to  have  suffered  more  than  any  other 

*  buildiDg :  the  chimneys  shaken  dovn,  the 
'  walls  shattered ;  the  partition  walls,  and 
'  gable  end  of  the  northern  wing,  and  a 
'  southern  wall  next  the  dispensary,  greatly 

*  damaged. 

'  As  the  sick  men  were  very  much  alarmed, 

*  and  really  in  danger,  I  found  it  necessary  to 

*  order  the  surgeon  and  agent  to  repair  it  with 

*  all  possible  despatch.  There  have  been  nine 
'  shocks  since  the  first,  but  as  each  has  ap- 
'  peared  weaker,  I  hope  we  shall  experience 

*  no  more  of  them. 

'  In  surveyii^  the  dame^e  done  to  the  dock- 

*  yard,  I  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  order 
'  the  builder  to  erect  a  smith's  shop  near  the 
'  place  marked  in  the  plan  which  has  already 
'  been  laid  before  their  Lordships  and  the 
'  Navy  Board,  but  on  no. account  to  make  any 

*  new  ground,  as  was  intended  therein,  and 
'  with  which  plan,  herewith  sent  to  their  Lord- 
'  ships,  the  present  situation  will  coincide. 

'  Their  Lordships  will  perceive  by  this  plan 
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'  that  there  are  apartmente,  compoBed  of  two 

*  rooms  each,  for  the  Admiral,  and  the  cap- 
'  tains  whose  ships  may  be  careening.  For 
'  my  own  part,  I  do  not  wish  to  put  the  Go- 

*  vemment  to  any  expense ;  but  I  leave  it  to 

*  their  Lordships*  consideration,  whether  an 

*  apartment  to  accommodate  the  captains  at 

*  such  times  will  not  be  of  public  utility,  and 
'  be  the  means  of  having  the  duty  go  on 
'  brisker,  and  in  a  great  measure  prevent  the 

*  desertion  of  the  seamen. 

*  Since  my  letter  to  their  Lordships  of  the 

*  8th  August,  when  I  acquainted  them  that 

*  I  intended  to  visit  the  different  watering- 

*  places,  in  order  to  find  whether  the  ships 
'  could  not  be  watered  without  CJovernment 
'  being  at  the  expense  of  purchasing  it,  or 
'  that  the   seamen  might  be  supplied  with 

*  more  wholesome  water,  I  examined  first  the 
'  river  Cobre,  where  his  Majesty's  ships  for- 
'  merly  watered,  but  it  still  remains  so  choked 
'  up  as  not  to  admit  of  their  being  supplied 
'  from  thence. 

'  The  next  place  was  a  reservoir  erected  by 

*  the  late  Mr.  Payton,  of  Kingston.  On  my 
'  arrival  here,  it  being  recommended  as  whole- 
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t  ume  water,  {  ordered  the  Priucew  Avacdia 
'  to  be  supplied  therewith,  but  found  it  ropy, 

*  thick,  and  of  a  disagreeable  taste,  au4  it 
■  grew  putrid  in  two  or  three  daj^- 

'  The  next  place,  and  where  the  ships  are 
'  all  watered  from  at  present,  is  in  the  toyfn 

*  of  Kingston ;  but  as  the  supply  is  only  from 

*  a  well,  which  is  iVequeatly  pumped  dry,  it 

*  is  with  great  difficulty  the  ships  can  procure 

*  wholesome  water,  and  for  which  the  QoToni- 

*  ment  pays  at  the  rate  of  one  shilling  p^r 

*  ton.     This,  added  to  the  situation  of  the 

<  place,  which  gives  the  men  very  frequent 

*  opportunities  of  getting  liquor  and  deserting, 
'■  makes  it  an  improper  place  for  watering  his 

*  Majesty's  ships. 

'  The  scarcity  of  water,  which  frequently 

*  causes  delays  in  the  sailing  of  the  ships, 

*  and  prevents  their  putting  to  sea  with  the 

<  despatch  I  could  wish,  is  very  detrimental 

*  to  the  service,  and  will  be  much  more  so, 

*  should  there  be  a  necessity,  on  any  enter- 
'  gency,  to  put  to  sea  in  a  hurry  with  the 
*■  whole  squadron. 

'  These  considerations,  and  the  very  great 

*  utility  it  would  be  to  Government  if  9,  pio- 
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'■  per  ^termg-place  could  be  found  wb«T«  the 
'  ships  might  be  supplied  with  couTenieaojr 
'  ead  despatch,  made  me  extremely  anxiova 
'  ^  find  one  in  this  harbour,  which  I  hare 
'  been  fortunate  enough  to  effect.  Going  to 
.  *  suTF^  the  shore  near  Rock  Fort,  in  ord^ 
'  to  examine  the  place  where  Admiral  Ver- 
'  non,  when  on  this  station,  used  to  water 
'  many  of  his  large  ships,  I  found  a  rapid  and 
1  clear  run  of  water,  but  which  has  had  (he 

*  reputation  of  being  unwholesome,  owing,  I' 
'  imagine,  to  its  running  through  part  ctf  a 
'  small  bog.  I  ordered  the  stream  to  be  exa- 
'  mined,  going  myself  for  that  purpose,  a«d 
'  found,  at  about  five  hundred  yards  distance 
'  from  its  discharging  itself  into  the  harbo^r, 

*  that  the  spring  issued  with  great  rapidity 

*  irom  a  limestone  rock,  in  sufficient  quantity 
'  to  supply  any  fleet  whatsoever,  the  spring 

*  itself  being  five  or  six  feet  above  the  bed  ^f 

*  the  lirulet,  and  may  foe  conveyed  with  grefit 
'  ease,  by  an  aqueduct,  or  small  gutter,  ittto 
'  the  long-boats,  without  mixing  with   the 

*  water  of  the  rivulet. 

'  I  cai:raed  the  water  to  be  analysed,  and  it 
'  proved  as  soft  and  wholesome  aa  could  be 
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*  wished  for  men  to  drink ;  and  in  case  Go- 

*  vemment  choose  to  take  this  spring,  there 

*  will  never  be  hereafter  the  least  difficulty  in 

*  obtaining  water  for  his  Majesty's  ships ;  and 

*  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  a  large  fleet 

*  may  be  watered  from  hence  in  five  or  six  ' 
<  days,  when,  according  to  the  present  mode, 

*  it  would  take  as  many  weeks  to  do  it, 

'  So  desirable  and  unexpected  an  event  as 

*  this,  and  which  may  be  attended  hereaft;er 

*  with  the  greatest  utility  to  the  public,  caused 
'  me  to  order  a  survey  thereon,  and  a  proper 

*  estimate  to  be  made  of  the  expense  that 
'  would  accrue  to  the  public  in  erecting  an 

*  aqueduct  over  the  bog,  for  conveying  the 
'  water  into  the  boats,  which  estimate  I  have 
'  the  honour  to  inclose  for  their  Lordships' 

*  perusal ;  and  I  make  not  the  least  doubt 

*  they  will  give  orders  for  the  work  being  car- 
'  ried  into  execution,  especially  as  the  land 
'  which  must  be  purchased,  from  the  spring 

*  head  to  the  water's  side,  is  of  little  or  no 

*  value,  being  nothing  but  a  rock  or  bog. 

'  In  addition  to  the  utility  of  this  watering- 

*  place,  I  must  inform  their  Lordships  that 
'  the  lai^st  ship  can  lie  within  a  cable's 
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*  length  of  the  shore,  and  in  as  healthy  a 

*  situation  as  any  in  this  island.  I  am  caus- 
'  ing  a  proper  survey  of  the  land  where  it  will 
'  be  necessary  to  bring  the  aqueduct  to  be 

*  taken,  which  I  shall  transmit  to  their  Lord- 
'  ships  by  the  Carysfort.' 


'  FROM   THE   EAHL   OP  SANDWICH  TO   SIR 
'  G.  B.  EODNEY. 

*  Nov.  27th,  1771. 

'  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  last  despatches 
'  we  have  received  from  you  are  not  only  foil 

*  of  interesting,  but  very  disagreeable  matter. 
'  I  hope  the  accounts  we  shall  receive  con- 
'  ceming  the  reception  of  the  Achillea  will 
'  not  bring  any  fresh  matter  to  add  to  our 
'  apprehensions.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  cannot 
'  help  cautioning  you,  as  a  friend,  to  be  upon 
'  your  guard,  and  to  avoid,  by  every  justi- 
'  fiable  means,  the  drawing  this  country  into 

*  a  war,  which,  if  it  comes  on  too  speedily,  I 

*  fear  we  shall  have  cause  to  lament. 

'  I  cannot  conceal  from  you,  that  many 
'  people  have  industriously  spread  stories  here, 
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'tltat,  anioQg  the  forei^  auaistera*  and 
'  others,  ypu  have  expresa^d  your  wiah^  for 
*  a  Spanish  war.  This  sprt  of  declaration  is 
'  too  indiscreet,  ai^d  too  little  founded  on  your 
'  inatmctio^s,  to  allow  me  (o  give  them  the 

*  It  wBfl  probably,  at  that  time,  the  policy  of  the  fbragn  iniois- 
ters  and  their  courts  to  spread  and  encourage  such  reports,  and 
to  nuie  a  belief,  that  the  war,  ia  which  th^  were  not  indiipoied 
to  engage,  was  provoked  by  the  imprudence  and  nubness  of  an 
English  officer.  The  insult  which  had  been  offered  to  the  British 
flag,  and  wludi  Adminl  Rodney  wa*  *o  proiqit  in  raaenting,  be- 
trays something  of  the  spirit  by  which,  at  least,  the  Spaniatds 
were  actuated,  and  at  the  same  time  serves  to  exhit»t  the  true 
character  of  this  great  man,  and  to  refute  the  malicious  mmoms 
of  the  enemies  of  the  natiim  or  of  himself,  that  it  was  his  wish 
aadp1:iiectnshlyto|icec^tate  his  country  into  a  war.  Hieletter 
(4  remonstrance  which  be  wrote  to  the  Spanish  CrOTemor  of  Cvt- 
thagena  upon  that  occasion,  which  has  already  been  given  (p.  113), 
aSbrds  ample  testimony  of  his  fitness  to  command  and  to  nego- 
ciate  in  so  delicate  a  coiguncture.  Firm,  ^gnified,  and  decided,  its 
language  is  at  the  same  time  courteous  and  condliatoiy.  It  ex- 
presses all  the  steady  resolution  of  a  British  sailor,  whilst  the  com- 
poiitioD  is  evidently  that  of  an  accomplished  gentleman,  and  would 
not  be  unworthy  of  the  reputation  of  the  most  skilful  diplomatist. 
All  the  histories  of  this  period  agree  in  stating,  that  the  Spanish 
cabinet,  encouiaged  by  the  Dvo  <k  Choiseul  and  the  other  minis- 
tert  of  the  French  court,  had  long  been  diligently  seeking  soma 
pretext  for  declaring  war  ag^st  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  King 
of  £>ance,  having  dismissed  these  ministers  at  the  dose  of  the 
y^  1770,  sent  a  letter,  written  by  his  own  hand,  to  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  wherein  he  advised  him  to  remain  at  peace  vrith  Great 
Britain ;  but  in  case  he  was  determined  against  fbllovring  this  ad- 
■wfio,  ha  BSfored  him  that  he  mutt  p^pect  no  asststapce  from 
JFnaee,  as  his  resolution  was,  to  taJu  no  part  in  t/u  war.    Thi^ 
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<  lea^t  ere^it ;  and  therefore  jroit  soay  be 
f  fissured,  that  I  shall  discredit  the  idea  of 

*  their  being  founded  in  fact,  till  I  have  re- 
'  ceired  you?  anawer  to  this  tetter. 

'  I  am  ignorant  what  is  the  wish  of  his 
'  Majesty's  servants  in  general  as  to  peace  or 

*  war,  as  I  wish  to  confine  myself  as  much  as 
'  possible  to  the  business  of  my  own  depart- 
'  meut  only ;  but  upon  all  proper  occasions  I 
'  shall  never  avoid  giving  you  my  opinion^ 
'  ^d  I  will  give  it  you  qow,  not  offioiaUy,  byt 

*  as  a  private  friend,  that  those  who.  at  this 

*  time,  take  any  hasty  steps  to  draw  us  into 

*  a  war,  will  deserve  to  be  considered  as  the 
'  worst  enemies  of  Great  Britain. 

'  I  will  add  pne  word  more ;  and  that  is, 
'  that  upon  a  declaration  of  war,  larger  squa- 

*  drona  must  be  sent  out,  and,  very  probably, 

*  senior  officers,  to  rnost  of  our  stations  in 

*  fore^  parts.     I  wish  fpr  no  alteration,  and 

had  the  derared  effect,  and  brought  the  Spaiuards  to  reason.— 
Happy  would  it  have  been  for  France  had  his  Most  Christian 
Majesty  contmned  in  thii  wise  reiolution!  Eight  years  aftei^ 
wards,  he  coalesced  with  Spain  and  Holland ;  and,  aiding  the 
North  American  colonies  in  their  rebellion  against  their  King, 
introduced  the  s^t  of  revolution  and  anarchy  into  lus  own 
«Duntty>  and  lost  hit  throDe,  and,  soon  aftw.  his  life. 
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*  I  wish  for  a  continuance  of  the  peace  while 

*  it  can  be  continued'  without  discredit  to  our 
'  country. 

'  I  am,  with  great  truth  and  regard, 

'  Your  very  sincere  &iend.' 


*  FROM   THE   EARL   OF  SANDWICH. 

'  Admiralty,  Dec.  30tfa,  1771. 

*  The  Caiysfort  is  at  last  arrived  with  your 

*  despatches,  and  every  one  I  converse  with 

*  is  particularly  happy  to  find  that  nothing 
'  wUoward  happened  when  the  Achilles  and 
'  Guadaloupe  went  to  Carthagena.  I  wish  I 
'  had  perceived,  by  your  said  despatches,  that 

*  all  discui^on,  in  your  part  of  the  world,  re- 
'  lative  to  the  Hawke  schooner,  had  been  at 
'  an  end ;  for,  believe  me,  you  are  got  upon 

*  very  delicate  ground,  and  I  think  you  would 
'  have  acted  more  judiciously,  if,  instead  of 
'  sending  the  Guadaloupe  again  to  require  an 

*  explanation  of  an  hasty  expression  from  an 
'.inferior  officer  in  the  Spanish  service,  you 
'  had  left  us  at  home  to  judge  of  the  nature  of 
'  the  insult,  with  the  materials  we  had  in  our 
'  possession,  without  giving  occasion  to  fresh 
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'  altercation,  and  perhaps  freah  indiscretions 

*  on  both  sides. 

*  We  shall  now  wait,  with  great  impatience, 

*  for  an  account  of  what  passes  on  the  Gruada- 
'  loupe's  return  from  Carthagena.  I  heartily 
'  wish,  for  your  sake,  as  well  as  for  the  public 
'  good,  that  nothing  sinister  may  have  hap- 
'  pened. 

'  Accordii^  to  your  desire,  the  jCarysfort 
'  will  return  to  you.' 


FEOM   THE   EARL  OF   SANDWICH. 

'  Admiralty,  March  18th,  1772. 

*  I  hare  received  your  letter  of  December 

*  1st,  and  am  extremely  happy  to  find  from 

*  the  contents  of  it  that  nothing  sinister  has 
'  happened  by  what  I  thought  a  too  frequent 

*  intercourse  with  your  neighbours  at  Cartha- 
'  gena.     We  are  now  got  upon  right  ground, 

*  and,  I  am  persuaded,  that  your  discretion, 

*  and  some  hints  I.  have  given  you,  will  be  the 
'  means  of  keeping  every  thing  quiet  for  a 

*  considerable  time  to  come.     I  must  prepare 
'  you  not  to  be  surprised  if  this  quiet  should 

*  occasion  the  recal  of  some  part  of  your 
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'  squadron,  which  has  been  complained  of  m 
'  parliament,  as  too  expensiTe  in  a  time  of 
'  such  an  appearance  of  general  tranquillity ; 

*  but  I  hope  what  will  be  left  will  be  sufficient 
'  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  your  command, 

*  and  I  believe  I  may  Teutore  to  promise 

*  you,  diat  if  any  clouds  should  gather  in  the 
'  western  hemisphere,  durii^  the  time  that  I 
'  hare  the  honour  of  serving  his  Majesty  in 
'this  department,  you  will  receive  reinforce- 

*  ments  in  due  time  to  prevent  your  being  on 
'  the  defensiTC. 

*  You  do  me  justice  in  saying,  you  are  con- 
'  vinced  that  your  private  interests  are  safe  in 

*  my  hands,  and  you  may  be  always  satisfied 

*  that  I  shall  be  as  attentivB  to  what  concerns 
'  you  as  if  you  wcto  present  to  tell  me  j^ur 
'  wi^es. 

'  1  am,   my  dear  Rodney,  with  greatest 

*  truth  and  regard,  &c.  &c.' 


'  FBOH   THE    EARL   OP   SANDWICH- 

<  Admlndty,  Msrch  S7th,  LT7B. 

*  I  trouble  you  with  this,  to  acknowledge  th^ 

*  receipt  vf  years  of  the  2&th  of  January, 
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'  and  to  infiHm  you  that  I  am  very  happy  to 

*  hare  it  in  my  power  to  assure  you  that  the 

*  contents  of  the  letter  to  which  I  now  allude 
'  (which  I  have  communicated  to  the  person 
'  you  would  most  wish  to  oblige*),  has  met 

*  with  entire  approbation,  and  t  do  not  think 
'  that  there  is  any  of  our  commanders-in- 
'  chief,  who  stand  at  present  upon  a  better 
'  footing  than  yourself. 

'  You  will  find  that  we  have  taken  Lieute- 
'  nant  King  off  your  hands  by  leaving  a  va- 

*  cancy  for  him  in  the  Carysfortj  which,  if  he 
'  is  already  provided  for,  you  will  fill  up  with 
'  some  person  you  may  wish  to  promote.' 


'  FROM  THE    EARL  OF  SANDWICH. 

'  Adminlly,  ^ril  20th,  1778. 

*  As  the  letter  dated  February  9th,  which  I 
'  received  a  few   days   ago,   mentions  your 

*  being  under  some  uneasiness  on  account  of 
'  some  expressions  in  one  I  lately  wrote  to 
'  you,  I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  do 

■Fnbidi^thalQiig. 
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'  all  in  my  power  to  remove  any  Buch  im- 
'  predion,  by  assuring  you  that  everytlui^ 
'  you  have  done  is  thoroughly  approved  at 
'  home ;  and  you  will  observe,  that  what  I 
'  wrote  before,  was  only  meant  to  guard  you 
'  against  what  might  happen  hereafter,  by 
'  the  indiscretion  of  the  officers  under  you. 
'  What  you  now  say  to  me  concerning  Cap- 

*  tain  C •  and  Lieutenant  G ,  shows 

'  how  little  inferior  officers  are  to  be  trusted 
'  in  any  correspondence  with  a  nation  that 

*  possibly  may  wish  for  a  rupture ;  and  it  is 
'  on  account  of  their  indiscretion  that  I  have 
'  expressed  myself  to  be  in  pain  when  any- 
'  thing  was  going  on  with  the  Spanish 
'  governors  through  the  intermediate  channel 

*  of  the  commanders  of  any  of  the  ships  of 

*  your  squadron.    However,  thank  Giod,  all 

*  this  matter  is  now  happily  terminated  ;  and 

*  I  am  persuaded  everything  remains  now  in 
'  safe  hands,  as  it  is  under  your  direction ; 
'  and  tha(  whenever  the  service  requires  your 
'  sending  a  ship  on  any  message  to  the  Spa- 

*  niards,  you  will  take  care  that  she  is  one 

*  that  is  under  the  command  of  a  very  dis- 
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'  creet  officer,  and  particularly  instructed  by 
'you  not  to  enter  into  any  altercations,  or  to 
'  give  any  grounds  for  discussion  or  disagree- 
'  ment. 

'  You  do  me  justice  in  supposing  that  you 
'  may  depend  upon  my  friendship,  for  you 
*  may  be  assured,  that  I  shall,  during  your 
'  absence,  be  attentive  to  your  interests,  and 
'  shall  prove  myself,  on  all  occasions, 

'  Your  very  sincere  friend, 
'  &c.  &c.  &c.' 


PROM   THE    EARL  OF  SANDWICH. 

'  Admiralty,  AugattSl,  1772. 

*  I  cannot  suffer  the  Diligence  to  sail  with- 

*  out  informing  you  that  I  have  made  your 

*  request  to  be   appointed   Governor  of  Ja- 

*  maica,  in  case  of  a  vacancy,  known  to  Lord 

*  North,  and  I  should  hope  with  a  good  pros- 
'  pect  of  success.  You  may  be  assured  of  my 
'  utmost  attention  to  serve  you  in  this  point ; 

*  but  I  think  you  would  do  well  to  write 

*  yourself  to  Lord  North,  and  also  to  the  Secre- 
'  tary  of  State  for  the  American  department, 
'  who,  I  believe,  has  the  appointment  of  the 

Vol.  I.  K 
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*  goTemoTs  to  the  seTeral  colonies.     If  you 

*  could  also  prevail  on  Lord  Northampton  to 
'  speak  a  word  for  you,  it  might  be  of  great 

*  uae. 

*  You  will  obserre,  that  by  mentioning 
'  these  circumstances  to  you,  I  mean  that  no 
'  stone  should  be  left  unturned  for  your  seF- 

*  Tice.  What  has  already  passed  between 
'  Lord  North  and  me,  shews  that  you  haTe,  at 
'present,    no    competitor;    but    as    that  is 

*  always  to  be  expected,  it  is  advisable  to  be 

*  prepared  in  time  with  as  much  strength  of 
'interest  as  possible;  but  after  all,  what 
'  reason  have  you  to  expect  a  vacancy  ?  for 

*  we  have  no  intelligence  here  that  it  is 
'  likely  to  happen. 

*  Your  son's  commission  is  confirmed*.* 


*T0  PHILIP   STEPHENS,    ESQ. 

■  PorOand,  Port  RoTsl,  Jamaick, 
*  17th  Septembn,  1TT& 

*  Please  to  inform  their  Lordships,  that  the 
'  aqueduct  for  watering  his  Majesty's  ships 

•  Mt.James  Rodney,  wbo  wu  Bftenmdi  lost  at  aea  b  the 
Amt  al«i^  in  the  mooth  of  Aognit,  irrfl; 
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*  and  vessels  here  was  completed,  agreeably 
'  to  the  contract,  on  the  Ist  instant,  from  which 

*  day  goTemment  will  be  put  to  no  further 

*  expense  for  watering  ships  in  this  harbour ; 

*  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  assure  their 
'  Loidships  that  the  reservoir  and  aqueduct 

'  answer   every  purpose,  beyond  the  most  . 
'  Sanguine  expectation ;    in  erecting  which, 

*  however,  great  labour,  difficulty,  and  ex- 

*  pense  have  necessarily  been  incurred,  but 

*  which  will  be  fiilly  compensated  by  its 
'  utiliity  in  saving  the  lives  of  many  hxmdred 
'  seainen,  as  well  as  also  the  great  expense 
'  annually  incurred  thereby,  in  watering  the 
'  ships  on  this  station*. 

*  There  are  six  spouts  from  the  gutterii^^ 

*  Bespectii^  the  impOTements  that  were  made  in  the  mode  <tf 
WRterii^thethipBofiraTinthe'West  India  islands.  Lord  Rodney 
used  to  say,  that  for  feme  time  he  vna  conadered  by  the  lulots 
IS  •  gieat  bene&ctor.  They  had  been  obliged  to  roll  easki  ot 
inter  from  a  rery  great  distance,  which,  in  that  hot  climate,  vraa 
R  bbarioua  and  toUgmg  senice,  and  when  they  at  flnt  fbnnd 
(faemaehea  rdiered  from  it,  and  taw  the  fiicili^  anddeqiatch  with 
which  the  sh^  were  wateied,  their  giatitude  not  unfirequeatlf 
waa  expnated  by  the  exclamatian.  "  God  blesa  the  AdmiiaL" 
They  soon,  boweva,  discorered  that,  as  the  ships  were  watered 
m  a  Toy  ibort  time,  and  were  ready  to  put  to  sea,  they  had  but 
itUe  opportnnify  of  bong  ashore,  and  remembering  that  the  old 
Itea  bad  given  them  more  freedom  in  this  respect,  the  phrase  waa 

eoineited  into  "  The  D 1  take  the  AdmiraL" 

KS 
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'  on  the  wharf,  from  which  the  water  issues 

*  with  such  a  constant  rapidity,  that  in  twdve 
'  minutes  as  many  long-hoats  may  always  be 
'  filled,  exclusive  of  the  current  that  empties 
'  itself  into  the  sea,  at  the  end  of  the  wharf, 

*  and  should  there  be  occasion,  six  other 
'  spouts  may  dischai^e  the    like  quantity ; 

*  for  since  the  aqueduct  has  been  opened,  it 

*  is  computed  that  100  tons  of  water  have 
'  issued  hourly  from  the  gutter  and  spouts. 

*  I  cannot  gire  their  Lordships  a  proper  idea 

*  of  this  useful  and  beneficial  acquisition  to 
'  the  crown,  but  will  cause  a  plan  of  the  whole 
'  to  be  drawn,   and  will  transmit  the  same 

*  for  their  inspection  as  soon  as  possible. 
'  There  will  be  a  further  expense  incurred 
'  towards  the  completion  of  the  whole  that 
'  could  not  be  foreseen,  which  I  have  Mly 
'  explained  to  the  Commissioners  of  the 
'  Victualling-office,  and  which  may  possibly 

*  amount  to  four  or  fire  hundred  pounds  more 

*  before  it  can  be  deemed  thoroughly  com- 

*  plete.' 
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'  Portland,  Port  Royal,  Jnrotun, 
*  fith  Nov.  1773. 

'  His  Majesty's  ship  the  Garland,  Captain 
'  Judd,  joined  me  in  this  port  the  4th  instant, 
'  from  the  bay  of  Honduras,  on  which  station 

*  he  had  been  employed  two  months,  and  had 
'  totally  suppressed  the  rebellion  of  the  ne- 

*  gioes  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  subjects  in 

*  the  river  Balise.     He  had  likewise  had  my 

*  particular  orders  to  remonstrate,  and  to  en- 
'  deavour  to  induce  them  to  restore  to  the 
'  Spaniards  the  effects  saved  from  the  Thelia 

*  raster-ship ;  but  by  the  inclosed  papers, 
'  which  I  received  from  the  magistrates  at 

*  St.  George's  Quay,  their  Lordships  will  per- 

*  ceive  that  there  is  not  the  least  probability 

*  of  their  doing  that  justice  to  his  Catholic 

*  Majesty's  subjects  that  they  are  entitled  to. 

'  The  Spaniards  have  been  extremely  ill 
'  used  throughout  this  whole  aflair;  and  so 
'  conscious  are  the  inhabitants  in  general  that 

*  their  conduct  deserves  a  most  condign  pu- 

*  nishment,  that  most  of  those  concerned  in 
'  saving  the  effects  of  the  ship,  after  convert- 
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'  ing  them  to  their  own  use,  are  gone  and 
'  going  fivm  the  said  quay ;  for,  notwith- 
'  standing  the  determination  of  the  com- 
'  mittee  concerning  the  salv^e,  I  am  veil 
'  assured  that  the  effects  saved  &om  this  ship, 

*  had  they  been  justly  restored,  would  not 

*  only  have  most  amply  rewarded  his  Mit- 
^jesty's  subjects  for  their  risk  and  danger, 

*  but  a  very  laige  sum  of  money  would  have 
'  accrued  to  his  Catholic  Majesty's  subjects, 

*  and  have  laid  them  under  such  an  obligation 
'  as  might  have  been  highly  advantagepus  to 

*  the  trade  of  Great  Britain.    Sorry  am  I  0 

*  say  that  the  selfish  views  of  these  men  hare, 
'  as  much  as  in  their  power,  sullied  the  repv- 

*  (ation  of  their  country ;  and  unless  his  Ma- 
'  jesty's  Ministers  will  consider  of  some  {HTopes 
'  mode,  whereby  his  subjects  residing  at  St. 
^  George's  Quay  and  the  bay  of  Hondur^ 

*  may  be  made  amenable  to  justice,  they  will 

*  ever  be  the  caiise  of  contention  between  the 

*  Courts. 

*  From  the  strictest  inquiry  I  can  make,  I 
*.  cannot  find  they  have  any  just  cause  to 
f  complfMn  of  the  Spaniards,  except  in  tha 
*.  d«teiitioa  of  deserted  slaves,  which  I  straiagfy 
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'  repiBMii^ed  to  the  QoTeraor  of  JpcQ'tan, 

*  who,  in  all  traDBactions,  has  ever  behaved 

*  with  the  utmost  civility  and  justice  to  the 
'  Bcitish  subjects,  and,  as  lar  as  in  his  pow«r, 

*  discouraged  the  desertion  of  the  slaves.   His 

*  answer  to  my  letter  on  that  subject  I  have 

<  the  honour  to  inclose  for  their  Loidships^ 

*  perusal,  and  flatter  myself  they  will   ap- 
*.  prove  of  the  steps  I  took  in  endeavouring, 

*  all  in  my  power,  that  the  effects  of  the 

<  Spanish  ship  might  be  restored  to  thfi  pio- 

*  prietora.* 


*  TO   FHILIP  STEPHENS, 'ESQ. 

•  Jamaica,  Maich  18,  1774. 

*  I  cannot  help  taking  notice  to  their  Lord- 
'  ships,  from  the  many  observations  I  have 
'  made  since  my  command  on  this  station, 
'  that  however  advantageous  the  three  fi«e 

*  ports  in  this  island  may  be  thought,  I  am 
'  sore  the  allowing  French  vessels  to  resort  to 

*  so  many  ports  of  this  island  has,  in  my  opi- 

*  nion,  been  extremely  detrimental  to  the 
'  public  serTice.    My  reasons  are  as  follow : 
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*  Before  the  Act  of  Parliament  passed  for 
'  making  Kingston,  St.  Lucie,  and  Savannah 

*  la  Mer,  free  ports,  this  island  had  near  one 
'  hundred  sail  of  sloops  belonging  thereto, 
'  employed  in  carrying  the  manufactures  of 
'  Great  Britain  to  the  Spanish  main,  and  to 
'  the  Spanish  and  French  islands.    Their  re- 

*  turn  was  generally  silver  and  mules  &om 

*  the  Spaniards,  and  from  the  French  cotton, 
'.  indigo,  and  gold.  The  consequence  of  this 
<  commerce  was,  the  employing  a  number  of 

*  English  seamen  and  vessels,  by  which  means 
'  a  great  number  of  experienced  pilots  were 
'  obtained,  capable  of  conducting  any  enter- 
'  prise  that  might  be  undertaken  in  this  part 
'  of  the  world.     It  is  with  infinite  concern 

*  that  I  must  now  acquaint  their  Lordships 
'  that  the  commerce  by  British  bottoms  has 

*  totally  ceased,  and  not  one  single  pilot  can 

*  now  be  obtained  in  Jamaica  capable  of  con- 

*  ducting  any  of  his  Majesty's  ships  to  any 

*  part  of  the  Spanish  main,  or  to  the  Spanish 
'  and  French  islands,  the  few  pilots  that  are 
'  now  employed  being  the  masters  of  the  ships 
'  of  war  that  have  been  employed  on  this 
'  station.    Th^  Lordships  will  judge  by  this 
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'  what  difficulties  a  commanding  officer  here 

*  will  have  to  struggle  with,  in  case  of  a  future 
'  war,  and  with  what  facility  the  French  will 
'  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  Jamaica,  from 
'  their  being  perfectly  acquainted  with  every 
'  creek  and  harbour  thereof,  and  from  the 
'  number  of  their  seamen  employed  in  these 
'  seas  since  the  Free  Port  Act. 

'The  constant  resort  of  French  ships  to 

*  the  coast  of  this  island,  under  the  pretence 
'  of  their  being  bound  to  one  of  the  free  ports, 
'  gives  them  an  opportunity  of  smuggling  an 
'  amazing  quantity  of  the  manufactures  of 
'  France,  to  the  detriment  of  Great  Britain, 
'  particularly  brandy,  soaps,  silks,  wines, 
'  stockings,  hats,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  which  is  too 
'  much  encouraged  by  the  inhabitants  on  the 

*  coast,  and  particularly  by  the  Jews,  who 
'  carry  on  a  most  pernicious  commerce,  and 

*  employ  vessels  which  at  St.  Domingo  are 
'  French,  at  Jamaica  English ;  and  notwith- 
'  standing,  upon  the  application  of  the  offi- 
'  cers  of  his  Majesty's  revenue  here,  I  had 
'  given  orders  to  seize  and  deliver  into  the 
'  custody  of  the  collector  of  his  Majesty's 
'  customs  such  vessels  as  should  be  detected 
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*  in  such  illicit  practices,  aQcl  eoine  hftvipff 
« been  seized  with  cpnbuband  gDods  pn  board, 
f  and  delirered  to  the  said  cQllector,  they  ha^e 

*  made  the  pretence  that  sea-officere  vfpTQ  not 

*  properly  authorised  to  make  seizures,  and  in 
'  order  to  save  those  officers  from  prosecution 

*  the  delinquents  hare  escaped. 

*  I,  therefore,  humbly  presume  to  recom- 
'  mend  to  their  Lordships'  ponsideratitw,  whe- 

*  ther  it  will  not  in  a  great  measure  prevent 

*  the  manufactures  of  France  being  run  into 
f  the  island,  if  the  officers  of  the  squadron 

*  here  were  allowed  to  hare  proper  depu- 
'  tations. 

<  I  must  now  take  notice  to  tiieir  Lordships, 
'  that  since  the  free  port  Act  took  place,  few 
'  Spaniards  hare  taken  the  benefit  thereof, 
f  the  court  of  Spain  having  given  the  strictest 

*  orders  to  their  governors  in  this  part  of  the 
'  world,  to  be  more  attentive,  and  to  arm  mote 
'  guardacostas  than  before  that  act  passed ; 

*  and  I  have  it  front  the  Spanish  merchants 
'  themselves,  that  it  would  be  more  for  their 
'  advantage  if  they  were  only  permitted  to 

*  trade  in  the  manner  as  practised  formerly. 

*  The  public  lib«1y  given  to  all  Spanish  ves- 
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*  irl4  to  trade  to  the  tbree  free  ports  in  Ja- 

*  naica,  haa,  been  the  meami  of  Unii^  tha  Spa- 

*  Wh  coast  with  custom-house  officers,  which 

*  practice  will,  in  all  probability,  be  continued 

*  while  that  public  act  subsists.  I  do  not  pce- 

*  tend  to  be  a  proper  judge  of  the  advantages 
'  accruing  from  a  free  port.  If  such  a  mea- 
'  sure  is  thought  proper  to  be  carried   into 

*  effect,  the  town  of  Kingston  is,  in  my 
'  opinion,  best  calculated  for  the  purpose ; 
'  Savanna  la  Mer  and  St.  Lucie  being  at  the 
f  lee  end  of  the  island,  give  frequent  oppor-* 
'  tunities  to  the  smugglers  to  land  their  car- 
'  goes  before  they  get  the  length  of  these 
'  ports.     Were   the  free   port    confined   to 

*  Kii^ton  only,  they  could  have  no  excuse  for 
'  being  found  on  the  north  side  or  the  lee  end 
<  of  the  island,  and.  a  cruiser  being  stationed 

*  off  the  east  end  would  prevent  their  landing 

*  any  part  of  their  cargo  before  their  arrival  at 

*  Kingston. 

*  If  X  am  mistaken  in  my  notions,  I  hope 

*  their  Lordships  will  attribute  it  to  my  eager 

*  desire  of  promoting  the  trade  and  manulac- 

*  tures  of  Great  Britain,  and  my  seeing  with 

*  GQDCfiffn  the  French  employing  so  many 
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'  small  trading  vessels  in  this  part  of  the 
'  world,  whose  setimen,  in  case  of  a  war,  wh^i 
'  employed  in  their  small  privateers,  would 

*  prove  more  detrimental  to  the  commerce  of 

•  England  than  the  whole  fleet  of  France.' 


'  TO    THE    EARL    OF    SANDWICH. 

*  Jamaica.  June  28th,  1774. 

'  Yesterday  Admiral  Gayton  arrived  here,  by 
'  whom  I  was  favoured  with  your  Lordship's 
'  letter  of  the  24th  of  April,  and  I  cannot  suf- 
'  ficiently  express  how  much  I  feel  the  kind 
'  part  your  Lordship  has  taken,  that  I  might 
'  succeed  to  some  government.  I  have  reason 

*  to  think,  by  a  letter  I  have  received  from 
'  Lord  Dartmouth,  that  that  event  is  far  dis- 
'  tant.    Though  his  letter  has  no  date,  I  con- 

*  ceive  that  it  was  written  in  March.  Inclosed 
'  I  have  the  honour  to  send  you  a  copy 
'  thereof,  and  to  thank  your  Lordship  for  per- 
'  mitting  me  to  remain  in  this  country,  which 
'  I  can  by  no  means  think  of  doing,  as  none 

*  of  my  frien(k  have  given  me  the  least  hint 

*  by  Admiral  Gayton,  that  the  government  of 
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*  New  York  is  designed  me,  and  my  remaining 
'  here  in  a  private  station,  after  my  com- 
'  mandingin  chief  with  the  approbation  of  the 

*  whole  island,  I  cannot  bear  to  think  of. 

'  I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  to  sail  with  the 
'  utmffflt  despatch,  agreeable  to  the  orders  I 
'  have  received. 

*  I  beg  your  Lordship  will  be  assured  that  I 

*  shall  never  forget  the  friendship  you  have 

*  long  honoured  me  with,  and  am, 

&c.  &c.  &c.' 


The  following  docmnent,  relative  to  the 
state  of  the  French  forces  in  St.  Domingo,  was 
transmitted  to  goTemmeut  on  Sir  George's 
letum  to  England. 

StatB  of  the  French  Foreet  at  tke  lelaad  of  St.  Domngo, 
Zittd  July,  1774. 

*  The  ^tablishment  of  troops  at  St.  Domingo 

*  is  four  thousand  men.  At  present  they 
'  amount  to  no  more  than  three  thousand 
'  effective  men,  owing  to  the  mortality  of  the 
'  troops  on  their  first  arrival  in  that  climate; 

*  bat  Almost  every  merchant  ship  which  sails 
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'  from  France  bringd  recruits.  TTieir  whoife 
'  attention  at  present  seems  to  be  fortifyihg 

*  the  harbour,  and  the  new  town  erected  at 
'  Cape  Nicola  Mole,  a  draught  of  whick,  and 
'  my  observations  thereon,  I  shall  lay  before 
'  their  Lor^hips  when  I  can  get  it  ptvperly 
'  finished  for  their  inspection. 

'  Their  troops  are  quartered  as  undermen- 
'tioned*.  They  have  likewise  an  Engineer 
'  Creneral,  with  several  engineers  under  him, 

*  a  company  of  artillery,  and  a  respectable 

*  militia.  All  the  troops  are  well  clothed  in 
'  blue  faced  with  green  or  yellow,  are  well 
'  disciplined,  and  frequently  exercised.  Hiey 
'  make  a  good  appearance,  and  are  mostly 
'  young  men.  The  present  governor,  the  Mar- 
'  quis  de  I^aviere,  is  an  enterprising  man.  Very 

*  attentive  to  what  passes,  and  has  frequently 

*  employed  officers  to  make  observations  at 

*  Jamaica,  not  only  in  the  French  King's  fri- 

•  At  Fort  aa  Frince      .          .          .  1400 

CqieFra&fou                .          .  600 

Cape  Nicola  Mtde           .  400 

Poit  Louis            ...  300 

Fort  KB  Prix                            ,  200 

nwOCajw       .          .          ;  «H 


ib,GoogIe 


LIFE   OF   LORD    RODNEY.  143 

*  gates,  but  likewise  in  trading  veBsels,  under 
'  the  pretence  of  being  bound  to  the  free  ports. 
'  I  vas  well  acquainted  therewith,  and  guarded 
'  against  it  in  the  best  maimer  I  was  able,  and 

*  frequently  represraited   to  the  magistrates 

*  and  the  leading  men  in  the  legislature  of 

*  Jamaica,  the  impropriety  of  permitting  the 
'  subjects  of  France  and  Spain  to  traTerse  the 
'  island,  as  they  did,  from  the  north  to  the 
'  south  side  by  land,  but  without  effect. 

'  Such  inattentions  gire  the  subjects  of 

*  those  crowns  the  opportunity  of  being  well 
'  acquainted  with  the  interior  of  that  island. 

*  Should  the  French,  at  the  commencement 

*  of  a  future  war,  make  depredations  on  Ja- 
'  maica,  the  coast  of  St.  Domingo  is  so  very 

*  extensive,  that  a  return  may  be  made  with 
'  interest.    Only  one  frigate  and  two  brigan- 

*  tinea  are  at  present  stationed  at  that  island.' 
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'  TO    PHILIP   STEPHENS,    ESQ. 

'  London,  2ith  Sept  1774. 

'  Agreeably  to  their  Lordships'  iofitnictions 

*  when  I  sailed  from  Jamaica,  to  inquire  into 
'  the  present  state  of  Port  Antonio,  and  what 
'adrantages  might  accrue  from  the  establish- 

*  ment  thereof  as  a  station  for  his  Majesty's 
'ships,  I  must  desire  you  will  please  to  ac- 

*  quaint  them,  that,  from  my  first  arriTal  at 
'  that  island,  I  constantly  employed  the  ships 

*  under  my  command,  by  rotation,  for  the  pro- 
'  tection  of  the  eastern  and  northern  coasts 

*  thereof,  with  orders  to  make  that  port  their 
'  rendezvous,  and  to  report  to  me  their  obser- 
'  vations  thereon. 

*  Their  report,  I  must  inform  their  Lord- 
'  ships,  has  been  entirely  in  favour  of  this 

*  establishment,  from  which,  and  the  conver- 

*  sations  I  have  had  with  the  most  sensible 

*  and  disinterested  of  the  planters  of  the 

*  island,  and  what  I  have  seen  myself  of  the 

*  coasts,  I  am  enabled  to  submit  to  them  the 
'  following  observations. 

'  It  will  be  needless  to  inform  them  that 

*  there  are  not  the  least  remains  of  the  former 
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'  erections ;  or  to  enter  into  a  minute  descrip- 
'  tion  of  the  harbour,  as  a  single  glance  of  the 
'  chart  their  Lordships  are-  In  possession  of 
'  will  shew  it  to  be,  for  its  size,  a  most  excel- 

*  lent  one,  and  as  well  secured  from  hurricanes 

*  as  any  in  the  island ;  and,  in  case  of  a  war, 
'  must  be  a  very  eligible  station  for  frigates, 
'  as  they  would  from  thence  be  able  to  pro- 
'  tact  the  whole  eastern  and  northern  parts 

*  of  it,  where  the  settlements  are  in  general 
'  near  the  sea,  and  liable  to  the  insults  of  the 
'  enemy,  and  within  which  districts  two  hun- 

*  dred  vessels  now  annually  load,  which  have 
'  no  defence  but  what  the  cruisers  afford  them. 

*  Its  situation  is  favourable,  too,  for  the  pro- 
'  tection  of  the  south  side,  for  it  lies  so  far  to 

*  windward,  that  a  single  tack  will  weather 
'  the  east  end,  from  whence  a  few  hours'  sail 
'  would  reach  any  part  of  the  south  side,  while 

*  great  difficulties  ofren  attend  ships  in  getting 
'  to  windward  of  the  cEist  end  of  Port  Royal. 

*  Thus  far  as  to  the  protection  of  the  island. 

*  In  regard  to  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy, 

*  it  must  be  observed  that  it  commands  the 
'  whole  coast  of  the  south  side  of  Cuba,  and 

*  the  westernmost  parts  of  Hispaniola  may  be 

VOL.L  L 
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*  reached  with  more  facili^  thatt  firom  any 
'  other  port  in  the  island,  and  our  cruisers  he 
'  enahled  to  retaliate  the  depredations  to  be 
'  expected  from  Cape  Nieola  Mole,  which; 

*  when  its  fortifications  are  finished,  will  ren- 
'  der  it  (from  being,  as  in  fi>rmer  wars,  a  place 
'  for  onr  cruiaers  to  refresh  and  water  at)  a  safe 

*  asylum  for  their  own  piivateers,  from  whence 

*  they  may  issue  for  the  particular  annoyance 
'  of  the  settlements  in  these  valuable  parts  of 

*  Jamaica,  which  are  the  most  to  be  dreaded^ 
^  as  the  intercourae  they  have  had  with  the 

*  island,  under  the  sanction  of  the  fr«e  port 
'  laws,  must  have  made  them  but  too  well 

*  acquainted  with  almost  every  creek  of  its 

*  coasts. 

'  But  bendes  these  advantages,  Uie  esta^ 
'  blishment  of  this  place  into  a  station  for 
'  king's  ships  will  encourage  the  growth  of  a 
'  town  here,  and  increase  the  number  of  yto- 
'  viuon  plantations,  which,  as  the  countiy 
'  around  is  fertile,  will  flourish  in  proportion 

*  as  they  find  a  market  for  their  produce ; 

*  and,  indeed,  it  is  already  so  far  cleared  as 

*  to  be  rapable  of  furnishing  any  number  of 
'  ships  that  may  have  occasion  to  refit  there 
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'  widi  any  quantity  of  fresh  provisions  they 
'  may.  stand  in  need  of.     By  these  means,  d. 

*  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  most  u&e- 
'  fill  kind  will  be  established,  which,  though 

*  greatly  wanted  in  every  part  of  the  island, 

*  is  particularly  so  here,  as  they  will  be  d 

*  check  to  the  Maroon  or  wild  negroes  whb 

*  inhabit  the  Blue  Mountains,  a  small  distance 

*  from  Port  Antonio,  who  had,  before   the 

*  treaty  with  them  in  1739,  laid  waste  the 

*  whole  eastern  and  northern  districts,  inso- 
'  much  that  I  am  inframed  there  were  not 

*  above  ten  settlements  between  Port  Merant 
'  and  Anuotto  Bay,  nor  more  than  forty  be- 

*  tween  that  and  Port  Negril,  at  the  west  end 
'  of  the  island,  every  one  being  obliged  to 

*  reside  in  a  fortified  house.    They  are,  in- 

*  deed,  now  not  so  formidable,  bat  the  lat^ 

*  disturbances  prove  they  have  still  a  strong 
'  inclination  to  be  troublesome,  and  the  want 

*  of  a  strength  in  the  neighbourhood  to  ov^- 
'  awe  them ;  and  I  may  venture  to  assure  theif 
'  Lordships,  that  the  late  reduction  of  them 
'  was  more  owii^  to  the  timely  arrival  of  the 

*  two  frigates  I  detached  (by  the  lucky  acci- 

*  dent  of  a  strong  windward  current)  neaf 
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*  their  settlements,  than  to  any  internal  force 

*  that  could  have  been  opposed  to  them. 

'  This  port,  before  any  settlements  were 
'  made  near  it,  was  esteemed  very  unhealthy, 
'  but  is  now  quite  otherwise ;  and  though 
'  g^at  rains  still  prevail,  the  ships'  crews  sta- 
'  tioned  there  have  been  as  healthy  as  else- 
'  where,  and  the  same  has  been  observed  of 
'  the  soldiers  who  are  constantly  quartered 
'  there ;  and  it  is  certain,  as  the  lands  become 
'more  clear,  the  rains  will  diminish,  and  the 

*  place  be  more   heajthy.     The  expense  of 

*  the  erections,  which  of  all   kinds  is  very 

*  great  here,  cannot  be  ascertained,  unless  it 
'  were  determiufed  to  what  degree  they  shoidd 

*  extend.     I  should  imagine  wharfs,  with  the 
'  requisite  stores  to  heave  down  frigates,  for 

*  which  the  harbour  is  chiefly  calculated,  (as 
'  not  being  capable  of  holding  more  than  six 

*  line-of-batUe  ships,)  might .  suffice,  to  form 

*  an  estimate  of  which  I  sent  the  builder  from 
-  *  Port  Royal,  and  have  the  honour  to  inclose 

*  it  herewith. 

*  The  buildings  and  principal  fortifications 

*  should  be  on  Navy  Island,  which  contains 
'  upwards  of  sixty  acres ;  and  being  the  pro- 
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'  perty  of  the  crown,  none  but  its  officers 
'.  should  be  allowed  to  settle  there,  by  which 
'  the  sale  of  nun,  so  prejudicial  to  the  health 

*  of  the  men,  might  be  prevented,  as  well  as 

*  their  desertion,  while  the  ships  are  heaving 

*  down. 

•^  Should  their  Lordships  not  think  it  ne- 

*  cessary  to  ^tablish  this  port  so  iiiUy  as 
'  Port  Royal,  an  assistant  under  the  inspec- 

*  tion  of  the  builder,  and  a  clerk  under  that 
'  of  the  storekeeper,  both  of  whom  should  be 
'  obliged  frequently  to  visit  it,  (which  may  be 

*  easily  done  by  land,)  might  answer  the  pur- 

*  posed  end ;  but  their  Lordships  will  please 
'  to  observe,  there  will  be  an  absolute  neces- 

*  sity  for  the  erection  of  storehouses,  as  even 
'  clean  frigates  are  frequently  seven  or  eight 

*  days  in  getting  round  the  east  end  of  the 
'  island  from  Port  Royal ;  but  I  have  been 

*  assTired,  from  the  principal  people  of  the 

*  island,  that  the  necessary  buildings,  as  well 
'  as  the  fortifications,  will  be  done  at  the  ex- 
'  pense  of  the  island.  Five  thousand  pounds 
'  were  granted  by  the  assembly  for  complet- 
'  ing  the  fortifications,  and  what  further  sum 
'  may  be  necessary,  should  they  not  be  dis- 
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*  poied  to  grant  it.  (wfaioh  cap  barcDy  be  mp. 
<  p9s«d,  after  their  lat^  application  to  the 
'  crovn,)  there  is  a  earn  of  moaey  apprapri- 

*  ated  by  the  Revenue  Act,  to  be  annually 
'  expended  on  the  ports  and  fortifications, 
'  which,  with  a  considerable  sum  already 
.'  accumulated  from  that  fiind,  is  at  the  sole 
'  disposition  of  the  governor  and  council,  aqd 
.'  Plight,  by  them,  be  applied  for  this  purpose. 

*  I  must  beg  leave  further  to  observe  to 
'  their  Lordships,  that  the  eastern  and  north. 

*  f  m  coasts  of  the  island  will  benefit  most 
'  par^cularly  by  the  establishment  of  Port 
'  Antonio ;  that  they  contain  the  most  valu* 
'  able  lands  of  the  island ;  and  that  thoiigh, 
'  previous  to  1739,  they  were  a  mere  des^ 
'  owing  to  the  frequent  landings  of  the  enemy. 
.'  and  ravages  of  the  wUd  negroes,  they  now 

*  jrield  -forty  thousand  ht^heads  of  sugar  at 
'  least,  besides  other  valuable  produce ;  and 
'  that  the  settlements  are  still  increasing,  and 
'  will  more  so,  as  they  are  now  assured  of 
'  protection.  As  the  settlements  of  sugar 
.'  works  are  of  so  expensive  a  nature,  that  a 

tolerable  one  cannot  be  established  undor 
'  j£  10,000  sterling,  and  that  many  of  then 
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*  am«imt  to  £40,000  or  £50,000,  an  idea  of 

*  security  is  absolutely  necessary  to  engage 
^  people  to  adventure  on  such  expensiTe  settle- 
'  ments,  to  which  end  the  re^establishment  of 

*  the  port  must  greatly  cmitribute. 

*  I  shall  therefore  conclude  with  humbly 
'  representing  it  te  ^eir  Lordships  as  my 

*  opinioq,  that  the  carrying  this  scheme  into 
'  execution  will  be  attended  with  essential 
'  ftdvantages  to  the  island,  and  will  tend,  not 
^  ealy  to  the  protection  thereof,  but  also  to 

*  Ae  annoyance  of  the  enemy  in  fiitore  wan.' 


*  TO   PBILIP   STEPHENS,   ESO. 

•  LoDdon,  Oct  I,  I7T4. 

*  He  complaint  of  the  Navy  Board  against 

*  me  for  taking  up  money  from  the  officers  to 

*  discharge  the  engagements  I  had  entered 
'  into  for  the  King's  service,  on  my  taking 
'  upon  me  the  command    of  his    ships   at 

*  Jamaica,  and  which  I  had  directed  their 
'  officers  to  chai^  as  an  impress  against  me, 
'  giving  proper  notice  thereof  to  the  Navy 

*  Board,  was  such  as  I  did  not  expect,  neither 
'could  I  possibly  imi^ine  it  was  contrary  to 
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*  precedent.  The  rules  of  the  Navy  Board  I 
'  cannot  pretend  to  understand ;  and  I  was 
'  totally  ignorant  of  what  would  be  the  proper 
'  mode  for  a  commander-in-chief,  having  occa- 
'  sion  to  advance,  or  pay  public  money  for 

*  public  exigencies,  to  take.    I  was  told  that 

*  the  usual  method  was  to  take  it  from  the 
'  naval  officers ;  nor  could  I  possibly  foresee 

*  it  would  be  in  the  least  productive  of  con- 

*  fusion  or  inconvenience  to  his  Majesty's 
'service,  especially  as  the  said  officer  had 
'  orders  instantly  to  acquaint  the  Navy  Board 
'  therewith,  that  it  might  be  charged  as  an 
'  impress  against  the  commander-in-chief. 
'  What  difference  could  it  make  to  the  public 

*  service,  whether  the  bills  were  drawn  by  the 
'  admiral,   or   the   officer   acting   in  money 

*  matters  under  the  Navy  Board  ?  In  the 
'  several  squadrons  I  have  had  the  honour  to 
'  command  in  chief,  I  never  before  had  occa- 

*  sion  to  draw  a  public  bill  on  any  of  the 

*  public  boards,  and  should  not  now  have 
'  done  it  but  to  discharge  the  engagements  I 

*  thought  it  my  duty  to  enter  into  for  the 
'  King's  service,  agreeable  to  my  public  and 
'  private  instructions ;  and  have,  in  compli- 
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'  ance  with  their  liOrdBhips'  commands,  laid 
'  my   said   contingent   expenses   hefore   the 

*  Navy  Board,  and  have,  as  undennentioned, 
'  given  my  reasons  for  such  contingencies. 

'  On  my  taking  upon  me  the  command  of 
'  his  Majesty's  fleet  at  Jamaica,  my  first  con- 
'  sideration  was  to  inquire  in  what  manner  I 

*  could  possibly  procure  such  intetl^nce  as 
'  might  enable  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  be 

*  constantly  and  particularly  informed  of  every 
'  transaction  that  might  happen  in  the  do- 

*  minions  of  France  or  Spain,  in  that  part  of 

*  the  world.    To  enable  me  to  obtain  this  very 

*  essential  information,  I  made  it  my  par- 

*  ticular  business  to  get  acquainted  with  the 

*  principal  merchantswho  traded  or  transacted 
'  business  with  either  of  these  nations,  and 
'  found,  on  frequent  conversations,  that  the 

*  jealousy  the  Spaniards  had  entertained  since 
'  the  Free  Port  Act,  by  doubling  their  guarda- 
'  costas,  (all  of  which  were  manned  with  officers 
'  and  men  from  Old  Spain,)  and  issuing  the 
'  severest  edicts  to  their  subjects,  had  entirely 
'  put  a  stop  to  the  bullion  trade,  so  very  bene- 

*  ficial  to  Great  Britain,  and  made  it  extremely 
'difficult  to  get  any  authentic  intelligence 
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'  from  any  piurt  of  their  dominions,  more  «e- 

*  pecially  as  the  qien-of-Tar,  when  his  Ma- 
I'jesty's  service  required  their  being   %&ai 

*  witli  despatches  to  any  of  the  Spanish  go- 
^  vemors,  were  not  admitted  into  tlieir  ports, 

*  nw  a  Spaniard  sul^red  to  go  on  board  dieni 

*  OD  pain  of  the  severest  penalties ;  and  unless 
'  they  could  induce  some  Spaniard  long  con- 
f  versant  with  the  English,  to  give  intelligence 
'  that  might  be  relied  on,  none  otherwise  could 

*  be  obtained  to  gain  the  least  credit.  This 
^  being  the  case  at  that  time,  which  three 

*  years  experience  has  too  truly  verified,  not 
'  one  vessel  having  arrived  at  Jamaica  from 

*  Carthagena  or  the  Havannah,  with  bullion, 
'  but  the  vessel  wh<»e  owner  had  been  induced 

*  by  the  most  considerable  Spanish  house  at 

*  Kingston,  to  bring  or  send  the  intelligence 
'  that  was  required,  and  that  at  the  risk  of 

*  being  impeached  by  some  of  his  crew  on  hid 
'  retivn  to  the  Spanish  ports,  I  flatter  myself 
'  that  their  Lordships  will  think  I  made  the 
^  best  bargain  I  possibly  could  for  the  public 

*  service,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  give  mi- 

*  nisters  authentic  intelligence  of  all  occur- 
^  reaces  in  -that  part  of  ^&  world,  agreeably  to 
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*  my  xMtmctwm,  and  to  your  letter  of  th*  1st 

*  of  May,  1771,  on  that  head ;  and  I  oan  nov 

<  aT*r.  tbM  bad  it  not  been  for  tbat  intel- 

*  ligeaoe,  It  would  hare  been  unpossible  for 

<  um  to  baye  given  their  LordBhips  any  tbat 
'  oeuld  hare  been  relied  on,   None  of  the  ships 

*  of  var,  which  my  duty  obliged  me  to  send 
f  witb  despatches  to  tbe  sererai  Spanish  Vice- 
'  roys>  being  ever  admitted  into  their  ports,  at 

*  a  Spaniard  suffered  to  have  the  least  corre- 
'  vpondenoe  with  tbem,  nor  any  Spanish  vessd 

*  but  one  brought  bullion  from  the  Harannahj 

*  until  about  two  months  before  the  expiration 
'  *  of  my  command,  when  bis  Catholic  MajesQr's 

'  jedict  for  the  opening  of  the  negro  <xade  to 
^  Jamaica  was  pramitted  to  take  place. 

*  In  regard  to  St.  J)(nningo,  although  the 
'  French  there  behaved  with  more  civility,  apd 
'  seeming  generosity,  yet  were  they  equally 
^jealous  of  British  subjects,  none  being  per^ 

*  mitted  to  traverse  tbat  island,  nor  any  sub* 

*  jects  of  England  to  frequent  any  of  their 
.'  ports,  except  the  free  port  at  Cape  Nicola 

*  Mole-     Even  the  men-of-war  I  sent  with 

*  public  despatches,  though  tbey  were  received 

*  witb  all  4tte  courtMyi  w«re  constantly  at- 
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<  tended  by  the  King's  officers,  which  pre- 
'  Tented  their  haying  any  conversation  with 

*  the  natiyes.  The  Jews,  who  will  do  any  thing 
^  for  money,  were  the  only  people  I  could 
^  depend  upon  for  intelligence,  and    that  it 

*  should  not  be  paid  for  until  it  proved  true, 

*  was  the  bai^ain  I  made  with  them,  by  which 
'  means  the  number  of  their  troops,  where 
'  stationed,    and   every   transaction    in    that 

*  island  I  had  speedy  and  authentic  accounts 

*  of,  which  could  not  have  been  obtained 
'  otherwise ;  and,  considering  the  vicinity  of 
'  Jamaica  to  that  island,  my  duty  required  me 
'  to  be  very  vigilant,  and  perfectly  acquainted 

*  with  every  thing  that  was  transacted  there. 

*  Their  Lordships  have  already  been  ac- 
'  quainted    with    the  difficulties  I   laboured 

*  under  relative  to  the  base  transactions  of 
'  the  British  subjects  settled  in  the  Bay  of 
'  Honduras,  in  plundering  the  Thetis  raster 
'  ship,  and  the  pains  I  took  to  settle  that 
'  matter  so  amicably  with  the  Captain -General 
'  of  Jucatan  as  to  prevent  hostilities  being  com- 
'  menced  in  that  part  of  the  world.    Likewise 

having  received   intelligence  that  an  Irish 
priest  had  been  tampering  (in  favour  of  the 
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'  Spaniards)  with  the  King  of  the  Musquito 

*  Indians,  and  endeavouring  to  make  impres- 
'  sions  on  him  detrimental  to  the  English 

*  interest,  I  immediately  invited  the  Kii^  and 
'  his  Chiefs  to  Jamaica,  where  his  treatment 
'  was  such  as  was  perfectly  agreeable  to  him 

*  and  his  people,  so  that  he  returned  home 
'  with  the  same  friendly  ideas  which  that 
'  &ithful  nation  have  ever  professed  to  the 

*  English,  and  whose  friendship  may  be  so 
'  useful  in  case  of  a  Spanish  war ;  and  it  was 
'  at  his  own  particular  request  that  himself 
'  and  his  Chiefe  were  clothed. 

'  I  must  now  likewise  acquaint  their  Lord- 
'  ships  that  'in  my  frequent  intercourse  with 

*  the  Spanish  Governors,  &c.  &c.,  it  was  ne- 
'cessary  for  the  Captains  of  his  Majesty's 
'  ships  to  have  an  interpreter  well  versed  in 
>  that  language,  in  order  to  prevent  mistakes, 
'  or  any  altercations  when  those  ships  returned 
'  from  the  service  they  were  sent  upon. 

*  On  the  Captains  giving  the  interpreter  a 
'  certificate,  I  directed  the  storekeeper  to  pay 
'  it  according  to  custom,  which  being  disap- 
'  proved  of  by  the  Navy  Board,  and  my 
'  being  acquainted  by  them  that  it  was  irre- 
'  gular,  and  ought  to  be  charged  in  my  ctm- 
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*  tingent  accounts,  and  that  they  had  charged 
'  agftinst  me  aa  an  impress,  each  sunis  as  had 
'  been  paid  by  their  said  officer  on  the  Cap- 

*  tain's  certificates,  this  is  the  reason  why  that 

*  sum  has  been  inserted  in  my  contingeuciea. 

'  There  is  another  considerable  sum  which 
'  I  have  not  chto^ed,  and  merely  because  it 

*  eeems  to  clash  in  some  degree  with  my  in- 
'  Btructions,  and  might  hare  been  the  meand 
'  of  the  NaTy  Board  adding  to  their  complaints 

*  against  me  to  their  Lordships,  but  I  shall 
'  endeavour  to  explain  it  in  such  a  mtmner  aft 

*  I  hope  will  meet  with  their  approbation. 

*  Before  the  Free  Port  Act  passed,  a  rery 
'  considerable  number  of  sloops  were  employed 

*  in  the  Spanish  and  French  trade  in  that  part 

*  of  the  world,  by  which  means  a  number  of 

*  excellent  and  experienced  pilots  were  atwayd 
'  ready  to  take  chaise  of  Einy  squadron  of  his 

*  Majes^'s  ships  employed  there ;  btit  sincti 

*  that  act  took  place,  and  Spanish  and  French 

*  ships  were  allowed  to  have  free  ingress  ihto 

*  Jamaica,  the  commerce  in  British  bottomt  hak 
'  totaJfy  ceated*,  and  the  persons  employed  ill 

*  that  commerce  deserted  that  island,  which 

•  stronger  testimony  than  ihu  could  not  be  adduced  againit 
tlM  »di^  Of  fbe  FkM  Put  AM  wd  frea  tnde. 

D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 


JJlFK  OP   LQRD^  RODITBYi  ISO 

*  dttiing  th«  time  I  commanded,  made  it  ex' 

*  tremely  difficult  to  pTocure  a  pilot  capable 

*  of  taking  chai^  of  any  of  his  Majesty's 
'  ships,  that  I  thoi^t  it  my  duty  to  take 

*  every  method  in  my  power,  that  the  public 

*  service  might  not  suffer  in  fiiture,  and  en- 
*couragedthe  petty  officers  of  the  squadron 

*  I  commanded  to  take  cruises  in  the  Dolphin 
'  schooner,  employed  to  fish  for  turtle,  on  the 

*  kays  on  the  coast  of  Jamaica,  and  the  Spa- 

*  nish  main,  that  they  might  be  perfectly 
'  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  those  86aa, 
'  and  thereby  enabled  to  take  chai^  of  aqua- 
'  drons  employed  therein.     The  master  of  the 

*  schooner  I  allowed  ten  pounds  each  time  for 

*  the  entertainment  of  the  petty  officer  that 

*  cruised  with  him,  which  I  have  not  charged 

*  in  my  contingencies,  as  it  appeared  like 
'  hiring  a  vessel  without  the  knowledge  of  the 

*  naval  officers. 

'  I  must  likewise  take  this  opportumty  to 

*  tell  their  Lordships,  that  when  I  acquainted 
'  them  in  my  letter  relative  to  my  making  a 

*  contract  for  the  supply  of  turtle  •  for  the 

•  The  Adniml  M  cwtawted  with  ft  petwa  li»  tfaa  v^)^  «< 
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'  sick  and  weak  seamen  of  the  squadron,  I 
'  never  interfered  further,  but  left  it  to  the 
*  purser  of  each  ship  to  pay  for  it,  and  charge 
'  it  in  lieu  of  the  salt  provisions.' 


It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  forgoing  corre- 
spondence which  has  been  presented  to  the 
reader's  notice,  comprehending  the  three 
years'  term  of  service  of  Sir  Geoi^  Rodney 
at  Jamaica,  will  not  be  deemed  altt^ther 
devoid  of  interest,  (and  more  especially  by 
the  officers  of  the  navy,)  although  it  may  not 
exhibit  the  more  grand  and  striking  events 
incident  to  a  state  of  warfare.  These  letters 
will,  at  least,  serve  to  shew,  that  even  in  the 
midst  of  profound  peace,  this  Admiral  never 
suffered  the  enei^es  of  his  mind  to  slumber 
for  a  moment,  but  that  his  imagination  was 
ever  at  work,  projecting  some  schemes  of  im- 
provement in  matters  relating  to  his  profes- 
sion, or  to  national  policy,  or  with  unceasing 
vigilance  and  firmness  of  purpose  upholding 

turtle,  at  seven  pence  and  eight  pence  per  pound,  and  the  sick  and 
weak'seameii  recovered  rt^dly  under  thU  diet. 


:dbvGoogIe 


LIFE  OP   LOED   RODNEY.  lol 

the  honour  and  dignity  of  the  British  flag, 
dius  affording  a  salutary  example  to  those 
officers  of  his  profession,  who,  not  satisfied 
with  mere  mediocri^,  are  ansioua  to  gain  a 
name  in  their  country's  annals. 

Lord  Sandwich's  apprehensions  with  regard 
to  the  transaction  at  Carthagena  were  not 
realized.  Sir  George  trusting  to  the  resources 
of  his  mind,  and  to  his  own  judgment  and 
discretion,  preferred  acting  on  his  own  re- 
sponsibility, (as  he  was  ever  accustomed  to 
do,)  to  the  tardy  and  less  direct  mode  of 
sending  home  for  instructions.  This  self- 
confidence  never  deceived  him  on  such  occa- 
sions, nor  led  him  into  error,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, enabled  him  to  do  his  country  many 
important  services,  and  oftentimes  to  strike  a 
blow  when  it  was  least  expected. 

Disdaining  ease  and  inactivity,  his  views 
were  always  directed  to  some  object  of 
utility,  and  hence,  the  valuable  suggestions 
he  from  time  to  time  submitted  to  the  govern- 
ment at  home,  and  which,  it  appears,  were 
highly  approved  and  appreciated  by  them; 
and  had  Sir  Greorge  succeeded  in  attaining 
what  he  so  ardently  desu^,  the  Government 

Vol.  1.  M 
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of  Jamaica,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  iAib 
island  would  have  greatly  flourished  under 
his  active  administration.  He  had  been  at 
all  times  solicitous  for  her  wel&re,  and  it 
will  be  seen  hereafter,  that  he  ultimately 
reseued  her  from  destmction,  when  her  safety 
was  almost  despaired  of. 

Sir  Geo^e  was  doomed  to  suffi^  the  dis- 
appointment of  his  hopes,  for,  upon  the  doniae 
(rf  the  governor.  Sir  W.  Trelawney,  in  Febru- 
ary, 1773,  Sir  Basil  Kmth  was  appointed  to 
succeed  him. 

Sir  Gteoi^  having  been  recalled,  with  a 
heart  full  of  chagrin  returned  to  England, 
and  struck  his  Aag  at  Portsmouth,  on  the 
4th  of  September,  1774. 

From  this  period,  the  sunshine  which  had 
hitherto  cheered  his  existence,  became  ob- 
acured,  and  for  the  space  of  four  years  the 
Digressive  gloom  of  want,  disappointments, 
and  inaction  hung  over  him  like  a  mist,  when 
again  the  cheering  light  of  prosperity  beamed 
i^n  him,  and  gilded  his  evening  with^Uts 
brightest  rays. 

It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  natures  the  most 
gea&ovB  sad  ingenuous,  from  an  honest  saal 
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which  flows  through  all  their  conduct,  can 
seldom  bring  themBelves  to  bear  the  dry 
methodical  labom*  of  arithmetical  calculation, 
nor  to  bestow  that  attention  to  their  financial 
eonceme,  which  is,  to  a  certain  degree,  indis- 
pensable in  every  condition  of  life.  Sir 
Qeoi^,  it  is  to  be  apprehended,  was  one  of 
this  class.  Possessing  a  pleasing  and  hand- 
some exterior,  with  the  courteous  manners  and 
address  of  the  accomplished  gentleman, 
(qualities  not  particularly  valued  by  the  navy 
in  those  days,)  he  had,  at  all  times,  when  on 
shore,  been  received  into  the  highest  circles 
of  fashion,  where  he  took  in  the  draught  of 
pleasure,  as  others  did ;  and  his  heart  being 
warm  and  generous,  he  not  unfreqnently  found 
himself  involved  in  pecuniary  difficulties. 
The  words  of  the  Scottish  bard  of  nature 
might  well  be  applied  to  him*. 

"  H«  ne'o:  wu  p'ea  to  much  nuBguiding, 
Yet  coin  tns  pouches  wad  na  bide  in. 

He  dealt  it  five. 
Wi'  him  it  ne'er  was  imderhit^ng. 

That's  owre  tbe  sea." 

*  See  Robert  Bnnu's  poem  <hi  the  occanon  of  his  frioid,  the 
Scottiib  turd,  '^'g"*'T^  to  Januuca.    It  goes  on  to  Mf— 
Ms 
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In  those  days,  that  curse  of  society,  and 
bane  of  happiness,  the  passion  for  play,  pre- 
vailed to  a  degree  one  can  now  have  no  idea 
of  in  the  assemhlies  of  the  great.  The  vota- 
ries of  fashion,  of  all  f^es,  and  of  either  sex, 
were  carried  down  its  stream,  and  ingulphed 
in  its  vortex ;  and  it  has  been  asserted,  that 
this  gallant  officer,  so  wise  and  circumspect 
whilst  afloat  on  his  country's  service,  was 
unable,  although  a  skilful  mariner,  to  steer 
altogether  clear  of  its  seductions*. 

This  report,  however,  seems  to  be  unfounded 
in  truth,  and  probably  owed  its  origin  to  the 
circumstance  of  his  mixing  much  in  the  best 
society.  His  fortune  was  never  a  large  one, 
and  other  causes  are  fiilly  sufficient  to  account 
for  its  diminution,  without  accusing  him  of  an 

"  Jamaica  Bodies,  use  him  wed. 
An  h^  him  in  a  cosie  biel ;  (a) 
He  wadna  vnag'd  the  vera  de'il 

That's  owre  the  lea." 
^lit  ^rpeal  to  the  kindness  of  the   Jamaicans  wu  equally 
^fdicable  to  Sir  Georg;e  Rodney,  vho  was  ever  their  beat  friead 
and  protector. 

(a)  And  place  him  in  a  niug  shelter. 

•  Many  were  the  fortunes  that  were  wrecked  at  the  Duchess  of 
Bedford's  assemblies,  where  Sir  Geoixe  was  a.  frequent  guest. 
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attachment  to  play.  He  liTed  in  a  handsome 
style,  although  perhaps  not  beyond  his  in- 
come ;  but  his  difficulties  were  increased  by 
the  expenses  consequent  upon  the  different 
elections  he  had  been  engaged  in  for  his  seats 
in  Parliament,  more  especially  the  last  one 
for  Northampton,  in  1768,  which  nearly  ef- 
fected the  ruin  of  three  noble  families  con- 
cerned in  it  •. 

Sir  George  did  not  remain  in  En^and  Tery 
loo^  after  his  return  home.  His  embarrass- 
ments increasii^,  he  repaired  to  France,  and 
settled  at  Paris,  thus  going  into  a  Tolimtary 
exile  amongst  a  people  whose  govemment 
had  trembled  at  his  name.  He  here  lived  in 
Tery  straitened  circumstances  until  better  days 
came ;  and  to  the  credit  of  that  gallant  nation 
it  must  be  mentioned,  that  they  treated  the 
English  Bel^arius  with  the  respect  and  sym- 
pathy due  to  his  fame  and  to  his  misfortunes. 

Meanwhile  the  nnfortunate  disagreements 
between  Ei^land  and  her  North  American 
colonies,  to  which  the  fatal  and  unpolitic 
Stamp  Act  had  given  birth  in  the  year  1765, 

*  The  Earls  of  Halifax,  NorthamptoD,  and  Spencer. 
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and  bad  been  progressiTely  increasing,  in 
spite  of  the  temporising  measures  of  the  m6- 
thier  eoimtry,  until  1775,  when  th6  colonists 
threw  off  their  allegiance,  uid  broke  out  iutd 
open  rebellion,  had  not  escaped  the  watchiul 
eyes  of  the  French  court,  whose  readiness  t6 
take  every  advantage  of  the  misfintunes  of 
her  rival  neighbour  was  never  more  strikingly 
exemplified  than  dtiring  this  unnatural  war; 
Without  a  shadow  of  cause,  and  without  the 
least  suspicion,  she  privately  entered  into  the 
war  in  support  of  the  refractory  colonies,  and 
left  it  to  the  best  informed  in  EnglEuid  to  dis- 
cover her  intr^es,  the  existence  of  which  was 
announced,  in  fact,  to  Parliament  at  the  ses- 
sion of  1778,  by  Mr.  Fox,  who  farmed  that 
he  had  had  certain  infonnation  "  that  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  alliance  had  been  s^ned  ia  Paris 
between  France  and  America."  Hie  informa- 
tion proved  correct ;  and,  in  consequence^ 
Great  Britain  found  herself  at  war  with 
F^«hce  in  the  summer  of  that  year,  which 
was  followed,  in  the  early  part  of  the  ensuing 
year,  by  a  declaration  of  hot^tilities  on  the 
part  of  Spain,  who  swon  felt  the  strong  arm 
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1^  h^  oppiment,  and  «uffered  Beverdy  fof  her 
cajHicioiu  uid  unprovided  inteifer^iee  in 

Sir  George  Rodney  conld  not  view  tibe 
liBnsactionB  l^t  were  passii^  with  indififer- 
^ce,  and  though  destitute  oi  the  means  of 
tetaming  to  his  country,  his  ardent  spirit 
tiuraed  witii  aQxiety  to  ^igage  in  her  service. 
He  acccwdii^ly  addressed  a  letta  to  the  Earl 
ef  iSandwich,  making  a  tender  of  his  ser- 
vices,  and  requesting  him  to  lay  it  at  his  ^ 
Majesty's  feet. 

'  TO   THE   EARL   OF   SANDWICH. 

*  Puris,  Feb.  7,  1778. 

'  My  Loni, 

'  As  it  behoves  every  i>fficer  at  this  im- 

*  portant  crisis  to  devote  himself  to  the  service 
'  of  his  King  and  country,  permit  me  hum- 
'  bly  to  ciSer  myself  to  go  on  any  enterprise 

*  whereby  1  may  shew  my  attachm^it  to  his 

*  Majesty  and  the  state.  I  am  ready  at  a 
'  moment's  warning  to  go  on  any  service  your 
'  Lordship  may  please  to  employ  me  in,  and 
'  am,  with  real  and  great  respect, 

'  &c.  &c.  kc' 
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What  must  have  been  Sir  George's  mortifi- 
cation on  receiving  a  mere  formal  and  official 
reply  to  his  letter,  and  this,  too,  fixon  a  noble- 
man who  had  always  professed  the  utmost 
friendship  and  regard  for  him !  and  what  must 
have  been  his  disappointment  on  hearing  at 
the  same  time  of  numerous  appointments  of 
other  officers,  of  much  inferior  pretensions  to 
himself,  to  high  and  important  commands! 
Finding,  at  length,  that  nothing  was  to  be 
done  unless  he  could  obtain  a  personal  au- 
dience of  his  King,  he  strained  every  nerve  to 
gain  his  liberty,  and  to  clear  himself  of  his 
debts ;  but  here  again  his  friends  failed  him, 
and  he  was  destined  to  receive  irom  the  hands 
of  a  generous  stranger,  and  an  enemy  to  his 
nation,  that  assistance  which  was  withheld 
from  him  by  his  own  countrymen.  The  fol- 
lowing letters,  addressed  to  Lady  Rodney, 
who  had  gone  to  England  on  the  private 
afi&irs  of  the  family,  will  best  depict  the  state 
of  Sir  Geoi^e's  feelings  at  that  most  anxious 
and  momentous  crisis. 
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'  TO   THE   LADY   RODNEY. 

■  Paris,  F^niary,  1778. 

*  Your  letter  has  given  me  more  pleasure  than 
'  I  have  experienced  a  great  while,  as  it  has 
'  assured  me  that  your  health  is  perfectly  re- 
'  stored,  since  you  write  in  more  spirits  than 
'  in  many  of  your  former  letters.  Pray  take 
'  care  of  it ;  and  remember  how  rery  neces- 
'  saiy  it  is  for  the  sake  of  our  dear  girls,  whose 
'  unfeigned  joy  at  your  recovery  shewed  itself 

*  visibly  in  their  countenances,  and  has  con- 

*  tributed  to  their  own  health. 

*  The  letter  from  Lord  Sandwich  was  such 
'  as  I  had  expected,  and  Mr.  Robinson,  I 
'  thought,  might  long  since  have  favoured  us 

'  with  his  influence.     Could  Colonel  B 

'  have  such  influence  with  Lord  H as  to 

'  pension  all  his  relations,  and  Mr.  Robinson 
'  not  have  greater  with  Lord  North  ?  What- 
'  ever  is  intended  to  be  done  ought  to  be  done 

*  soon.    Delay  is  woi^e  than  refusal,  because 

*  it  gives  hopes,  and  leaves  one  in  distress.  If 
'  it  is  thought  proper  I  should  write  to  Lord 
'  North,  let  me  know. 

*  The  kind  attentions  of  Admiral  and  Mrs. 
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'  Byron  lay  me  under  the  greatest  obligations. 
'  Pray  make  my  compliments  acceptable  to 
'  them. 

*  Hie  Americuis  here  have  received  no 
'  news  for  a  considerable  time,    lliree  of  the 

*  captains  of  their  men-of-war  have  paraded 

*  it  at  the  public  places  in  thdr  uniitwmB. 
'  They  talk,  I  hear,  much  of  fighting,  for 
'  which  reascm  I  believe  they  are  cowards. 
'  Their  conduct  when  they  attacked  the 
'  Druid  did  not  shew  their  courage.  I  hear 
'  they  have  received  orders  to  quit  Port 
'  L'Orient,  where  their  ships  now  are. 

'  The  French  are  impatient  for  news.    You 

*  know  tiiey  are  all  Americans,  and  would 
'  fein  believe  that  General  Howe  has  been 
'  defeated.  Their  taking  part  with  the  Ame- 
'  ricans  shews  how  much  they  dread  England. 
'  May  they  ever  continue  to  do  so  f 

*  Many  thuiks  for  Uie  King's  speech.  I 
'  think  it  says  all  that  could  be  said  on  die 
'  occasion.  Surely  the  ship  sent  with  the 
'  despatches  must  be  lost.  Even  if  nothing 
■  had  been  done,  1  should  have  (iiought  it 
"  my  duty  to  have  sent  an  express  before  the 
'  iaeeting  ef  the  Pariicuowat,  tilat  the  King's 
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*  Miaisient  might  hare  been  truly  informiftd 

*  of  the  state  of  affairs ;  but  I  suppose  Lord 

*  Howe  understands  politics  better  than   T 

*  diould  have  dme.' 


TO   THE   LADY    EODNEY. 

'  Paris,  February,  1778. 

'  I  am  happy  to  find  by  your  letter  that  the 

*  ferer  has  left  you,  and  that  you  are  able  to 
'  fake  en  airing.  It  is  very  good  of  Mrs. 
'  Byron  to  invite  you  to  her  house  ^  but  the 
'  dampness  of  Bagshot  Heath,  at  this  seas(Hit 
'  must  be  very  prejudicial  after  the  aev&ce 

*  illness  you  have  experienced. 

'  The  reftisal  of  Lord  Sandvlch  does  not 

*  surprise  me.     He  cannot  say'  but  I  have 

*  offered  my  services,  fmd  some  friend  will 
'  let  the  Eoi^  know  I  have  so  done.    I  hope 

*  you  approved  of  my  letter  to  Lord  George 

*  Cr^maine.  I  can  have  no  excuse  in  case  of 
'  another  vacancy  in  the  West  India  Islands. 

'  We  are  all  here  impatient  for  news  from 
'  America.  The  Aiaerican  commissionerg 
'  have  not  feceived  any  for  Aese  two  montlii 
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'  past,  but  all  conclude  that  Philadelphia  is 

*  taken. 

'  The  dear  prls  are  well,  and  desire  their 

*  love  and  duty.  To  hear  that  you  are  per- 
'  fectly  recovered  will  be  the  most  pleasing 
'  intelligence  you  can  send  to 

*  Your  most  affectionate, 
'  &c.  &c.  &c.' 


'  TO  THE    LADY   RODNEY. 

*  Paris— (no  da(&) 

'  Not  hearing  either  from  yourself  or  my 

'  son*,  by  the  last  messengers,  gives  me  un- 

'  easiness  inexpressible,  as  the  delay  of  com- 

'  pleting  what  has  been  promised  obliges  me 

'  to  remain  in  the  hotel  where  I  am,  at  an 

'  expense  I  could  wish  to  avoid,  and  daily 

'  adds  to  my  embarrassments.    What  to  do  I 

'  really  don't  know.    To  speak  to  Lord  Stor- 

'  mont  I  am  unwilling,  but  I  will  talk  to  Mr. 

'  James  upon  the  subject,  as  he  is  a  good 

'  man,  and  feels  the  distresses  I  am  driven  to. 

'  I  b^  you  will  desire  my  son  to  see  Lord 

*  Colonel  tbe  Eon.  G«orge  Rodnef,  of  bis  UajntT's  Foot 
Chujds,  Sir  George's  eldest  son. 
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*  North   again,  either  at  his  house  or  his 

*  levee.  Delays  are  worse  than  death,  eape- 
'  cially  at  this  critical  time,  irhen  every  hour 
'  teems  with  momentary  expectation  of  war. 

*  Tis  looked  upon  here  as  unavoidable,  as 
'  the  French  squadron,  consisting  of  seven 
'  ships  of  the  line,  and  five  frigates,  sailed 

*  from  the  bay  of  Quiberon  on  the  27th  of 
'  last  month,  having,  under  their  convoy, 
'  thirteen  sail  of  ships,  bound  to  America,  as 

*  likewise  two  ships  of  war  belonging  to  the 

*  Congress,  of  twenty-eight  guns  each,  who 
'  saluted  the  French  Admiral  under  Congress. 

*  colours,   and  had  their  salute  openly  and 

*  publicly  returned,  by  which  France  seems 

*  to  own  them  as  a  republic — the  greatest  in- 

*  suit  they  could  offer  us.     I  have  had  Ame- 

*  rican  captains'  letters  read  to  me,  giving  an 

*  account  of  the  whole  affair.    I  hope  we  have 

*  a  squadron  cruising  to  intercept  them.  M. 
'  La  Motte  Rign6,  the  French  commandant, 
'  has  orders  not  to  suffer  any  of  the  vessels 

*  under  his  charge  to  be  stopped  or  searched. 
'  Tis  looked  upon  here  that  an  action  is  un- 

*  avoidable,  should  the  squadrons  meet.    The 
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*  two  American  men-of-war  were  built  at 
'  Nantes,  by  order  of  the  CongresB,  vid  tbe 
'  captaioB  appointed  by  them-    They  are  both 

*  New  England  men.   The  loading  of  the  pon- 

*  Toy  contains  every  wticle  the  Americans  are 

*  in  want  of. 

'  In  my  last  I  did  not  answer  what  you 

*  proposed  relative  to  my  boy  John*.     He 

*  cannot  be  better  than  with  my  friend  Mr. 

*  Byron,  especially  as  Geoi^  Byron  will,  I 
'  suppose,  be  a  captain,  and  take  him  with 
'  him  till  he  has  served  his  time ;  but  I  own, 
'my  dear,  my  heart  will  not  let  me  deter- 
'  mine  in  an  affair  of  this  nature.  The  blow 
'  I  have  experienced  is  almost  constantly  in 
'  my  thoughts,  and  must  ever  prey  upon  my 
'  faeartf.    I  leave  it  entirely  to  you  to  do  what 

*  you  judge  best.    Adieu. 

'  I  beg  you  will  tell  my  friend  Byron  I  wish 
'  him  all  the  success  possible.' 

•  The  Hon.  John  Rodney,  the  eldert  son  of  Sir  George,  by  hii 
■econd  marriage,  many  yean  postc^itaia  in  the  mtvy,  and  lunr 
■ecretaiy  to  gorermnent  in  Qie  island  of  Geykn. 

f  AOoding  to  the  melancholy  loss  of  his  second  son,  the  Hon. 
James  Rodney,  in  the  Ferret,  sloop-of-war,  siii^xned  to  hare 
tmndered  in  a  gale  of  mnd  on  the  West  In&  atation. 
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' TO  THE  LADV  EODNEY. 

<  Paru,  Harch  80,  1778. 

'  Since  writing  to  you  on  Lord  Stormont's  re- 

*  call,  inclosing  you  a  letter  I  sent  him  on  my 

*  nnhappy  condition  in  being  obliged  to  re- 

*  main  in  an  enemy's  country  till  such  time 

*  as  I  should  have  a  remitf  ance  sent  me  to 
'  pay  my  debts,  which  prevented  my  per- 
'  sonally  offering  my  services  at  this  critical 

*  time,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  I  shall 
'  be  able  to  procure  the  sum  necessary  to 
'  enable  me  to  leave  this  city.    Should  this 

*  desirable  event  take  place  in  a  day  or  two, 

*  you  may  expect  me  in  London  very  shortly. 

'  I  have  again  written  a  strong  letter  to 

*  Lord  Sandwich,  offering  my  service,  and 
'  pressing  him  to  employ  me  at  this  important 
'juncture,  as  it  will  be  the  means  of  my 
'  serving  my  coimtry,  and  at  the  same  time 
'  the  only  method  by  which  I  can  have  an 
'  opportunity  of  honourably  settling  with  my 

*  creditors. 

*  hord  Stormont  has  deferred  his  departure 
'  till  to-morrow. 
'  TliiB  day  tiie  American  deputies  vette 
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'  introduced  at  Versailles,  and  most  graci- 
'  ously  received.  The  King  spoke  much  to 
'  Dr.  Franklin,  and  told  him  he  hoped  the 
'  states  of  America  and  France  would  long 
'  remain  in  friendship.  On  Sunday,  they  are 
'  to  be  presented  to  the  Queen.  They  are 
'  made  very  much  of  at  present,  but  I  hope 
'  the  French  willfsoon  have  reason  to  repent 
'  of  their  connexion. 

'  I  can  write  no  more  politics,  as  it  is  very 
*  late,  and  my  letter  must  be  at  the  ambas- 
'  8ador*s  this  night.    Adieu.' 


'  TO  THE    LADY    SODNEY. 

'  Paris,  April  lat,  1778. 
■  I  avail  myself  of  Mr.  James's  departure  for 
'  Ei^land,  to  acquaint  you  that  I  have  not 
'  heard  any  thing  since  Lord  Stormont's  ar- 
'  rival  in  London.    If  they  would  order  the 

*  Navy  Board  to  deliver  but  half  of  what  is  due 

*  to  me,  as  Rear<Admiral  of  England,  it  would 

*  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  every  body,  and  there 

*  would  be  money  to  spare  besides. 

'I  yesterday  went  to  take  leave  of  Lord 

*  Dunmore,  who  sets  out  for  England  this 


:dbvGoogIe 


LIFE   OP    LORD   RODNEY.  i77 

*  moniing.  The  Mar4chal  Biron  came  in, 
'  and  seeing  me,  was  extremely  civil.  He  took 
'  Lady  Dunmore,  Mr.  James,  and  Mr.  North 

*  into  another  room,  and  told  them  that  he  had 
'  heard  my  stay  in  Paris  was  occasioned  by  a 
'  want  of  a  remittance,  to  dischai^  the  debts 
'  I  must  necessarily  have  contracted  ;  that  his 
'  purse  was  at  my  service,  and  begged  that  I 

*  would  make  use  of  it ;  that  whatever  sum  I 

*  might  want,  even  to  £2000,  might  it  be  neces- 
'  sary,  he  would  immediately  let  me  have,  and 
'  desired  they  would  tell  Sir  J.  Lambert,  or  any 
'  other  banker,  to  advance  the  sum,  which  he 
'  would  pay.  On  the  Mar^chal's  return  into 
'  the  room,  they  beckoned  me  out,  and  made 

*  me  acquainted  with  his  generous  offer,  for 

*  which  I  begged  they  would  make  my  ac- 
'  knowledgments,    and   express    how  highly 

*  sensible  I  was  of  his  friendship ;  but  as  I 

*  made  no  doubt  that  I  should  soon  receive 
'  proper  remittances,  I  could  not  possibly 
'  avail  myself  of  his  generosity,  but  should 
'  ever  retain  it  in  my  memory.  Besides,  my 
'  enemies  would  take  advantage  of  my  re- 
'  ceiving  pecuniary  favours  from  Frenchmen 

Vol.  I.  N 
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'  of  hia  high  rank,  and  inBtil  insinuatioiu  to 
'  my  disadvantage. 

*  Lady  Dunmore  and  the  two  Ctentlanen 
'  were  of  my  opinion,  and  all  will  repOTt  it  to 
'  my  advantage.    Pray  call  upon  her.    8he 

*  will  be  glad  to  see  you.  We  hear  of  a  change 

*  in  administration.  I  hope  it  is  true,  and  that 

*  I  may  have  a  chance  of  being  emj^oyed, 
'  should  the  Duke  of  Grafton  or  Lord  Shel- 
'  bume  be  at  the  Admiralty. 

'  I  long  to  hear  again  from  you.    Adieu.' 


*  TO   THE   LADY   BODNEV. 

'  FkriB,  April  8th,  1778. 

'  I  hare  this  moment  received  yours  of  Friday 
'  last,  and  find  that  my  other  letters  bad  not 

*  reached  you,  which  I  sent  by  Lord  Trentham, 

*  Mr.  North,  and  Mr.  Goulboum.  I  suppose 
'  they  have  been  detained  at  Calais  for  want 

*  of  opportunity  to  get  over  to  Dover,  as  one 
'  packet  only  is  allowed  to  be  there.   By  this 

*  time  I  hope  you  have  received  them  all.  Had 
'  war  been  declared,  Mr.  Panchand  would  have 
'  advanced  the  £600,  but  that  not  being  the 
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'  case,  I  must  wait  until  remittaDces  are  made, 
'  which  I  hope  will  be  done  upon  Mr.  Nordi's 
'  reporting  my  situation,  and  that  half  of  my 
'  salary  aa  Refur-Admiral  may  be  allowed.' 


' TO  THE   LADY   RODNEY. 

'Paris,  April  nth,  1778. 

*  I  take  this  opportunity,  by  Mrs.  G^ratkin, 

*  of  Penrhyn,  to  send  tiiis  letter.  She  and  her 
'  daughtw  set  out  for  London  this  day. 

*  Yesterday  I  dined  again  with  Mar6cha 

*  Biron,  and  this  morning  the  ^s  by  invita- 

*  tion  are  to  walk  in  his  garden.    The  Mar^- 

*  chal  repeated  again  after  dinner  his  eager 
'  desire  that  I  would  permit  him  to  dischai^ 
'  what  debts  I  might  owe  in  Paris,  took  Lord 

*  Dalrymple  and  Mr.  GrenTiUe  into  the  gar- 
'  den,  and  told  them  he  had  waited  upon  me 

*  ihe  day  before  witb  an  intention  to  tell  me, 

*  that  it  was  not  a  French  gasconade  that  he' 

*  had  made  at  Lady  Dunmore's,  but  an  ofiei' 
'  of  pure  Inendship  and  regard,  and  that  he 

*  should  be  extremely  happy  it  I  would  penbit 

*  him  to  ^ord  me  that  proof  of  his  esteem' 

*  uid  good  will.    You  may  be  sure  I  felt,  as  I 


:dbvGoogIe 


180 


LIFE   OP   LOSD   BODMEV. 


'  ought,  the  good  old  man's  generosity,  and 
'made  him  highly  sensible  how  much  I 
'  thought  myself  obliged,  but  begged  to  de- 
'  dine  at  present  his  generous  offer,  as  I  had 
'  reason  to  think  that  money  would  soon  be 
'  remitted  me.     He  told  me  that  all  France 

*  was  sensible  of  the  services  1  had  rendered 
'  my  country,  and  that  the  treatment  they  all 
'  knew  1  had  received  was  a  disgrace  to  the 
'  nation,  and  to  its  ministers. 

'  Not  one  word  have  I  received  from  you 

*  since  the  war  has  been  certain.  I  sincerely 
'  hope  Lord  Chatham  will  be  minister,  and 
'  another  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  be 

*  appointed.' 


'  TO   THE    LADY    RODNEY. 

'  1^1,  Msy  6th,  1778. 

*  I  have  this  day  accepted  of  the  generous 

*  friendship  of  the  Mar^chal  Biron,  who  has 
'  advanced  one  thousand  louis,  in  order  that  I 
'  may  leave  Paris  without  being  reproached. 

'  Nothing  but  a  total  inattention  to  the  dis- 
'  tressed  state  I  was  in  could  have  prevailed 
'  upon  me   to  have    availed    myself  of  his 
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*  Toluntary  proposal ;  but  not  having  had,  for 
'  more  than  a  month  past,  a  letter  from  any 
'  person  but  Mr.  Hotham  and  yourself,  and 
'  my  passport  being  expired,  it  was  impossible 

*  for  me  to  remain  in  this  city  at  the  risk  of 
'  being  sued  by  my  creditors,  who  grew  so 

*  clamorous,  it  was  impossible  to  bear  it ; 
'  and  had  they  not  been  overawed  by  the 

*  Lieutenant  of  the  police,  would  have  carried 
'  their  prosecutions  to  the  greatest  length. 
'  Their  demands  were  all  satisfied  this  day ; 
'  and  the  few  days  I  remain  in  this  city  will 

*  be  occupied  in  visiting  all  those  great  fa- 

*  milies  from  whom  I  have  received  so  many 
'  civilities,  and  whose  attention  in  paying  me 

*  daily  and  constant  visits,  in  a  great  measure 
'  kept  my  creditors  from  beii^  so  troublesome 
'  as  they  otherwise  would  have  been. 

'  I  propose  the  children  should  set  out  for 
'  Cal^,  on  Monday,  where  they  may  stay  at 
'  Paine's,  with  Evans*,  till  we  can  know  how 
'  we  are  to  be  disposed  of.  I  shall  go  myself 
'  by  way  of  Dieppe,  that  I  may  have  an  op- 
'  portunity  of  being  in  London  the  shortest 

*  Aitold  and  &ithfutsemat  of  Etir  George  Rodnqt'i  fcmij^. 
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*  way,  and  the  one  least  liable  to  iatermptien 
'  and  annoyance.' 


Thus  was  one  of  England's  brareat  and 
piost  enterprising,  officers  released  from  ttie 
TexatiouB  and  anxious  state  of  reatiaint  in 
which  he  had  been  so  long  sojourning  in  a 
foreign  country,  by  the  noble  and  diaia- 
terested  generosity  of  this  high-minded  ^nd 
warm-hearted  Frenchman,  who,  tjthough  his 
country's  best  frigid  and  ablest  mister, 
preferred  a  liberal  line  of  (ondufit,  prompt 
by  a  cfaivalric  sense  of  honour,  to  the  more 
interested  calculations  of  national  policy,  a^d 
this  too,  at  the  risk  of  future  popular  disap- 
probation, for  he  was  well  aware  how  for^u- 
dable  an  opponent  he  had  restored  to  the 
serrice  of  Great  Britain,  in  Sir  Geo^e  Rod- 
ney ;  ^d  so  the  event  turned  out,  in  fact :  fyr 
upon  the  aiTiTal  of  the  int^igence  at  Paris 
of  Sir  Creorge's  great  and  deci«Ye  ricteiy 
over  the  French  fleet,  on  the  13th  of  April, 
178%  the  population  of  that  city  were  in- 
flamed with  the  most  violent  rage  and  le- 
sentnent  against  the  Mai^chal,  Tefacanendy 
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mproaching  him  with  haring  brooght  that 
oalamity  upon  their  nation,  and  even  pro- 
ceeding to  threats  of  personal  violenoe,  at 
which  the  Mar6chal,  little  moved,  replied, 

*  that  he  gloried  in  the  man  whose  liberty 
'  he  had  effected,  and  in  the  victory  which  he 

*  bad  so  nobly  won.' 

In  swne  of  the  notices  which  have  been 
heretofore  published  respecting  Sir  George's 
detention  at  Paris,  it  has  been  confidently 
stated,  that  p«iding  this  period,  Mar6chal 
Biron  waited  upon  the  Admiral,  with  an  offer 
from  the  King  of  France  of  a  high  command 
hi  his  fleet,  since  he  could  not  obtain  employ- 
ment in  that  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  Sir 
Cteoige  immediately  replied,  '  Had,  Sir,  this 

*  proposal  come  from  yourself,  I  should  have 

*  resented  it  as  one  of  the  greatest  insults  yon 
'  eould  have  offered  me.  Since,  however,  it 
*•  emanates  from  a  quarter  vthich  can  do  no  wrong, 

*  I  shall  only  answer,  that,  though  my  own 
'  country  has  f<»gotten  me,  she  alone  is  &a- 
■*  titled  to,  and  shall  have  the  best  services  I 

*  can  afford  her.' 

Of  the  veracity  of  the  above  anecdote  it  is 
ai^ieeslUe  »t  prrsoit  to  produce  any  poutive 
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proof.  It  is,  however,  generally  credited  in 
the  noble  Admiral's  own  family ;  nor  can 
any  imputation  attach  thereby  upon  the  cha- 
racter of  Mar^chal  Biron,  who  might  not, 
upon  such  an  occasion,  conceiTe  that  his 
own  honour  was  compromised  in  becoming 
the  bearer  of  a  message  from  his  King,  the 
spirit  and  nature  of  which  were  not  in  accord 
with  his  own  feelings. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  this  noble  trait  of  gene- 
rosity, so  circumstantially  and  so  feelin^y 
described  by  Sir  George  Rodney  in  the  fore- 
going letters,  will  ever  remain  one  of  the 
br^htest  ornaments  in  the  escutcheon  of  the 
illustrious  Mar^chal's  family. 

It  may  not  be  deemed  unimportant,  nor 
out  of  place  here,  to  mention  another  anecdote 
of  Sir  Geo^e  Rodney. 

A  short  time  prior  to  his  departure  from 
Paris,  the  Duke  de  Chartres,  afterwards  the 
infamous  Orleans,  took  occasion  to  acquaint 
Sir  Geoi^  that  he  was  to  have  a  command 
in  the  fleet  which  was  to  be  opposed  to  that 
under  the  command  of  his  friend  and  coun- 
tryman, Mr.  Keppel,  and  with,  an  insulting 
ajr  asked  him  what  he  thought  would  be  the 
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coosequence  of  their  meeting?  ' That  my 
'  cauntryman  will  carry  yoxir  Royal  Highness 
*  home  with  him  to  learn  English,'  was  the 
spiiited  reply. 

On  Sir  George's  arrival  in  England,  he 
was  immediately  enabled  to  remit  the  amount 
of  the  loan  to  his  illustrious  friend*,  as  well 
as  to  adjust  matters  satisfactorily  with  his 
creditors.  Having  arranged  these  matters, ' 
he  lost  no  time  in  renewing  his  application 
for  employment ;  but,  unfortunately,  this 
object,  under  existing  circumstances,  was 
unattainable,  and  it  was  expedient  that  he 
should  wait  for  a  more  favourable  occasion, 
for.it  so  happened  that,  at  that  particular 
juncture.  Admiral  Keppel  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  grand  Channel 
fleet;  and  the  Admirals  Sir  Hyde  Parker, 
Barrington,  and  Byron,  to  commands  in  the 
American  andWest  India  stations.  There  was, 
therefore,  no  opening  for  Sir  George's  service 

*  By  the  Bs^sUnce  of  the  house  of  Dnunmonds,  who,  tbe 
inatant  they  ivere  informed  of  the  Mu^chal's  noble  conduct 
toivards  Sir  George,  voluntori^,  and  without  hesitation,  ad- 
vanced the  money,  and  traDsmitted  it  to  that  noblemao  by  the 
earliest  conveyance  that  offered. 
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4aruig  that  year.  He  obtained,  however,  an 
audience  of  the  King,  who  gave  him  a  most 
gmoious  |«oepti(ui,  and,  at  the  f«me  time, 
cheered  him  with  his  royal  aegnranee  that 
hie  anxiety  for  employment  should  be  gra- 
tified at  no  distant  peiiod,  in  earnest  of  which, 
oda  the  29th  of  June,  his  Majesty  appointed 
him  to  the  honourable  station  of  Admiral  «f 
the  White:  bat  though  Sir  George  waa 
doomed  to  a  state  of  inactivity  on  shore,  mitil 
the  autumn  of  the  ensuing  year,  hi»  mind 
was  constant  engaged  in  meditatii^  upon 
passing  events,  and  in  devising  projects  Jbr 
opposing  and  discomfiting  the  desi^s  of  the 
common  enemy,  who  had,  in  the  summer  of 
1779,  become  moat  formidable,  the  Spaniards 
haviag  joined  the  confederacy  against  Eng- 
land, and  the  I>utch  shewing  no  equivocal 
intentions  of  doing  the  same;  and  Sir  George 
haTing  been  consulted  by  the  Admiralty,  as 
to)  th?  most  judicious  disposition  of  the  British 
naval  force  in  America  and  the  West  Indies, 
he  expressed  his  opinion  as  follows. 
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'  ^O  THK  E^Bf.  OF  SANDWICH. 

•  Haich  10th.  1T7«L 

*  In  compliance  with  yonr  conunands,  I  have 

*  turned  my  thoughts  on  the   naval  force  I 

*  humbly  conceire  sufficient,  not  only  to  pro- 
'  tect  his  Majesty's  dominions  in  the  West 

*  Indies  and  North  America,  but  likewise  to 
'  annoy  his  enemies  in  those  parts,  without 
'  lessening  the  force  necessary  to  employ  at 

*  home  for  the  protection  of  the  coasts  of 
'  Great  Britain,  and  watching  the  motions  of 

*  the  enemy's  fleet  at  Brest. 

*  And  as  In  all  probability  the  great  stress  of 

*  war  will  be  carried  on  in  the  West  Indies  and 

*  on  the  coasts  of  America,  I  should  think  that 

*  the  Admiral  intended  to  command  in  chief  in 
'  America  should  be  detached  in  April  from 

*  England,  with  fire  or  six  sail  of  the  line,  one 

*  of  them  a  three-decker;  and  if  orders  are 
"■  sent  to  the  Admirals  commanding  in  the  West 
*■  Indies,  th&t  ei^t  sail  of  the  line-of-battle 

ships  may  join  him  in  America  after  the 

*  season  for  acting  in  the  West  Indies  is  oyer, 
*■  there  would  be  thirteen  sail  of  the  line  in 
f  Am«ica  early  in  June ;  and  if  the  Jamaica 
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*  squadron  was  to  turn  up  as  far  to  windward 

*  as  Cape  Francois,  in  the  island  of  St.  Do- 
'  mingo,  they  might  examine  what  French 
'  ships  of  war  were  in  that  port,  and  if  not  a 
'  squadron  of  any  consequence,  the  ships  in- 
'  tended  to  he  detached  for  America  might 
'  immediately  push  through  the  windward 
'  passage  for  New  York,  where,  iu  all  proba- 
'  bility,  they  would  arrive  in  twelve  or  four- 
'  teen  days. 

'  I  would,  by  all  means,  humbly  recom- 
'  mend,  that  directions  be  given  to  the  Admi- 
'  rals  commanding  in  the  West  Indies,  that 
'  whatsoever  orders  are  issued  by  them  to  the 
'  ships  intended  for  North  America  be  sealed 

*  up,  not  to  be  opened  until  they  are  without 
'  the  West  India  islands.  This  will  prevent 
'  the  design  being  known  to  the  enemy,  and 

*  the  inhabitants  of  the  British  islands,  who 
'  will  suppose  the  whole  force  still  to  remain 
'  in  the  West  Indies ;  and  on  their  return  in 
'  November,  the  war  may  be  carried  on  suc- 
'  cessfully  against  the  enemy. 

*  This  mode  of  war  will  greatly  distress 

*  them,  as  they  will  never  know  the  real  force 
'  we  have,  either  in  one  quarter  or  the  other ; 
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*  and  a  very  few  ships  detached  from  England, 
'  although  the  enemy  should  send  a  large 

*  squadron  from  Europe,  will  always  give  us 
'  the  superiority,  without  greatly  weakeniug 

*  the  home  force. 

'  Be  pleased,  my  Lord,  to  take  notice,  that 
'  I  will  suppose  all  the  ships  of  Mr.  Byron's 
'  squadron  are  to  return  to  Europe,  in  pursuit 
'  of  the  French  force  commanded  hy  Count 

*  D'EstEiing,  as  it  is  impt^sible  the  latter  can 
'  remain  long  in  the  West  Indies.  His  Ma- 
'jesty's  squadron  then  remaining  there  will 

*  consist  of  seven  sail  of  the  line,  commanded 
'  by  Conunodore  Rowley ;  four  sail  of  the  line 

*  and  two  fifty  gun  ships,  under  Commodore 
'  Hotham ;  three  Une-of-battle  and  two  fifty 
'  gun  ships,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
'  frigates,  under  Rear-Admiral  Barrington,  on 
'  the  windward  station ;  and  under  Rear-Ad- 
'  miral  Sir  Peter  Parker,  at  Jamaica,  three 
'  Une-of-battle  ships,  two  fifties,  besides  fri- 

*  gates ;  the  whole  amounting  to  seventeen 
'  sail  of  the  line,  six  fifties,  and  frigates. 

'  If,  therefore,  the  squadron  of  seven  sail 

*  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Rowley 

*  were  to  be  despatched  to  America  after  the 
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'  expiration  of  the  season  for  acting  in  tbe 
'  West  Indies,   there  would  still  remain  hi 

*  those  parts  a  sufficient  forcci  not  only  to 

*  protect  his  Majesty's  islands,  but  Uke^irise 
'  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  to  send  strong  cbn- 

*  Toys  with  the  trade  of  his  Majesty's  subjects 

*  to  Europe. 

'  I  have  no  occasion  to  mention  to  your 

*  Lordship  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  great- 

*  est  pait  of  the  squadron  necessary  to  protect 

*  the  West  Indies  at  the  Windward  islands, 

*  more  especially  since  his  Majesty  is  in  pos- 

*  session  of  the  important   harbotir  of  St. 

*  Lucie  *.      Jamaica  can  be    in  no   dai]^r 

*  duiing  the  hurricane  months ;  whereas  the 
'  French  have  conrinced  us,  by  their  taking 

*  Dominica,  that  his  Majesty's  Leeward  islands 

*  may  be  so.  This  points  out  the  necessity  of 
'  keeping  a  strong  squadron  in  those  seas, 
'  which  will  not  only  put  the  enony's  islfuidd 
'  in  the  same  predicament,  but  be  a  certaiil 
<  securify  to  the  British  islands,  and  be  th^ 
'  means  of  affording  a  speedy  succour  to  Ja- 
'  maica,  should  a  squadron  of  the  enemy  hare 

*  Thii  island  had  been  taken  in  the  preceding  jeax  by  Adminl 
Siiriiigtgn,  ud  Gflsenla  Aeseott  and  Ueadotra. 
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'  passed  those  seas  with  a  view  to  attack  that 
'  island.      Should   his    Majesty's    Caribbee 

*  islands  be  attacked,  it  would  be  impossible 

*  for  them  to  receive  any  assistance  iinm  the 

*  squadron  stationed  at  Jamaica. 

*  Your  Lcnrdship  will  but  do  me  justice  In 

*  believing  tlmt  I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

'  &c.  &c.  &c.' 


It  was  about  this  period  that  disagreements 
and  disputes  at  home,  and  misconduct  of  va- 
rious kinds,  had  disgusted  many  of  our  best 
officers,  and  driven  them  from  the  service. 
The  conduct  of  those  who  presided  over  thti 
Admiralty  had  become  an  object  of  severe 
censure.  The  debates  in  Parliament  were 
uncommonly  violent,  and  a  resolution  of  cen> 
sure  upon  that  Board  was  lost  only  by  a  ma- 
jority of  thirty-four ;  and  although  Adminis- 
tration kept  their  ground,  so  great  and  general 
was  the  dissatisfaction  at  the  late  direction  of 
naval  affairs,  thfU  not  only  Admiral  Keppel 
and  Lord  Howe,  but  Sir  Robert  Harland,  Sir 
John  Lindsay,  and  several  other  distinguished 
officers  of  high  rank,  sent  iu  their  reiign4tioas( 
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and  80  general  was  the  dislike  to  the  service 
now  become,  that  no  fewer  than  twenty  cap- 
tains of  the  first  distinction  had  proposed  to  go 
in  a  body  to  resign  their  commissions  at  once, 
and  were  prevented  from  doing  so  only  by-  the 
great  occasion  they  saw  there  was  at  that  time 
for  their  services.'  Thus  it  appears  that  a 
strong  party  spirit  pervaded  the  fleet  as  well 
as  the  nation  at  large ;  for  the  war  being  with 
our  own  colonies,  partook  somewhat  of  the 
nature  of  a  civil  war,  political  opinions  being 
divided  r^arding  the  justice  of  it.  The  un- 
fortunate and  indecisive  engagement  of  the 
fleet  under  Admiral  Keppel,  on  the  27th  July, 
1778,  was  strongly  expressive  of  this  party 
spirit;  and  one  of  the  reasons  for  selecting  Sir 
Geoi^  Rodney  for  the  command  of  the  fleet 
at  this  time  preparing  for  the  twofold  object 
of  relieving  Gibraltar  and  succouring  our  West 
India  islands,  probably  was,  that  he  was  not 
in  parliament,  and  did  not  mingle  in  the  po- 
litics of  the  day  *.     Further,  he  was  one  of 

*  In  Jattuary,  1779,  twelve  Admirals  signed  a  memorial,  which 
waa  presented  to  his  Majesty  by  the  Duke  of  Bolton.  The  con- 
dusion  was  as  followa :— "  We  therefore  humbly  represent,  in 
behalf  of  public  order,  aa  vrell  as  of  the  diatupline  of  the  navy,  to 
your  M^eetf,  the  dangers  of  long^^oncealed,  and  aftenrarda  pre- 
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those  who  thought  the  coercion  of  the  colonies 
was  perfectly  just,  bo  that  he  entered  upon  his 
duty  with  his  heart  warm  in  the  cause.  It  is 
not  meant  to  say  that  those  memhers  of  the 
executive  power  were  prevented,  by  a  different 
opinion  on  the  American  question,  firom  per- 
fonning  their  duty  by  sea  and  land ;  for  war, 
from  whatever  quarter,  places  our  country  on 
the  defensive,  calling  for  the  best  services  of 
every  good  subject ;  and  as  it  was  chiefly  with 
the  French  that  our  fleets  had  to  do,  it  would 
be  wrong  to  suspect  that  the  Keppels  and 
Howes,  whatever  their  political  principles 
might  be,  were  slack  in  performing  their  duty. 
On  the  Ist  of  October,  1779,  Sir  George 

apitatelf  adopted,  chirks,  and  of  elD  recriminating  accusations  of 
tubor£nate  officers  against  their  commanders-in-chief ;  and  pazti- 
eularlf  the  mischief  and  scandal  of  permitting  men  who  are  at 
once  in  high  civil  office  and  high  military  command,  preriom  to 
tbeir  "■»T"'>g  such  accusations,  to  attempt  to  corrupt  the  public 
jodgment,  by  the  publication  of  libels  upon  their  officen  in  a  com- 
mOD  newspaper,  thereby  exciting  mutiny  in  your  M^esty's  navy, 
u  well  as  prejudicing  the  minds  of  those  who  ore  to  try  the  mehts 
ot  the  accusation  against  the  said  superior  officer. 
"  (Signed)        Hawks,  BRinoL, 

JoBN  Moor,  JAiua  Youmg, 

Bolton,  Hubbw  Baktok, 

SAiiiraL  Gratis,  Fkancis  Qkary, 

Hugh  Pigot,  Shuldbav, 

ROBBBT  HiXLiXO,  ClAKK  GaTIOM." 

Vol.  I.  O 
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was  appointed  commander-in-chi^  of  his 
Majesty's  Leeward  Islands  and  Barbadoee ; 
and  as  the  greatest  anxiety  was  now  ent^- 
toined  by  the  goTemment  for  the  fate  of 
Gibraltar,  which  was  put  to  great  straits  by 
the  Spanish  and  I^neh  besieging  forces, 
and  for  want  of  proTisions,  the  admiral  pro- 
c«eded,  with  all  despatch,  to  Portsmouth, 
to  expedite  the  equipment  of  the  fleet.  But 
before  entering  into  the  detail  of  those  bril- 
liant achievements  which  brought  so  much 
honour  to  himself  and  advantage  to  his 
country,  it  will  be  necessary  to  insert  a  letter 
vriiicb  he  had  addressed  to  Lord  Sandwich  a 
short  time  previous  to  the  commencem^it  of 
the  war  with  France. 

*  TO   THE   EARL   OF   EAMDWICB. 

'  M>y.  1778. 

'  As  hostilities  are  now  commenced  between 
'  Great  Britain  and  France,  my  duty,  as  an 
*  admiral  and  a  subject,  obliges  me  to  con- 
'  tribute  all  in  my  power  towards  defeating 
'  tJie  designs  of  the  public  enemy,  and  assist- 
'  ing  the  King's  Ministera  with  what  know- 
'  ledge  and  observations  my  long  services  in 


:dbvGoogIe 


LIFE   OP   LOHD   BODNEV.  195 

the  naval  department  have  enabled  me  to 
'  make  during  the  two  last  wars.  As  no  man' 
'  has  the  prosperity  of  his  country  more  atf 
'  heart,  permit  me,  my  I^ord,  humbly  to  offer 

*  my  sentiments  at  this  critical  time,  and  to' 

*  point  out  where,  in  my  opinion,  France  is' 
'  most  Tulnerable,  and  where  a  blow  struck' 

*  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  may  be  of  in- 

*  finite  consequence  to  Great  Britain,  and  of 
'  the  greatest  detriment  to  France,  and  in  a' 

*  great  measure  deprive  them  of  the  resources' 
'  for  carrying  it  on,  and  give  Great  Britain' 

*  the  key  to  that  part  of  the  world  firom' 
'  whence  they  have  flowed,  and  enabled' 
'  France  to  dispute  the  sovereignty  of  the' 


'  I  had  lately  the  honour  to  present  to  your' 

*  Lordship  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  thought  it  my 

*  duty  to  send  to  the  King's  minister  before 

*  the  (inclusion  of  the  last  war,  pointing  out 
'  the  great  consequence  of  retaining  some  of 

*  the  conquered  islands,  particularly  Marti- ' 
'  nique  or  St.  Lucie  ;  and  though,  at  that 
'  time,  I  preferred  the  retention  of  Martinique, 
'  I  am  now  fully  convinced  that  St.  Lucie  is 
'  of  more  consequence  to  Britain,  for  th* 

0  2 
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*  reasons  I  shall  presume  to  give,  viz.,  Marti- 

*  nique,  though  in  the  most  flourishing  con- 

*  dition  at  the  conquest,  has,  since  the  last 

*  war,  had  the  dreadful  misfortune  of  beii^ 

*  pestered  with  a  species  of  ants*,  which  have 

*  destroyed  the  country,  particularly  the  wind- 
*-ward  side,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it 

*  almost  a  desert,  and  ruined  all  the  proprie- 

*  tors  in  that  quarter.  The  plague  still  con- 
'  tinues,  and  many  of  the  planters,  who  used 

*  to  make  three  or  four  hundred  hogsheads  of 
'  sugar,  now  make  none.  This  island,  though 
'  possessing  four  harbours,  has  none  equal  to 

*  the  carenage  of  St.  Lucie,  or  so  secure  and 

*  capable  of  being  defended,  which  alone  is 

*  Martinique  was  first  infested  by  Eints  in  the  &uhuiui  of  1763. 
Tbxae  insects  were  brought  to  the  West  Indies  with  tlie  sIbtb 
ships  from  Africa,  in  which  country  they  abound,  and  raise  pyra. 
nidical  nests  in  hilloclca  of  considerable  size. 

Some  time  before  they  visited  Uartinique,  they  had  lavaged 
Barbadoea  to  such  a  degree,  that  it  was  deliberated  whether  that 
island,  formerly  bo  flourishing,  should  not  be  deserted. 

In  Martinique,  they  destroyed  all  the  culinaiy  vegetables  ;  the 
quadrupeds  were  hardly  able  to  subsist;  and  the  largest  trees  were 
infested  in  such  a  manner  that  the  most  voracious  ttirds  would  not 
li^t  upon  them. 

In  short,  the  greatest  precautions  were  necessary  to  prevrat 
their  attacks  cai  men  that  were  afflicted  with  sores,  or  on  children 
that  were  unable  to  assist  themselves.— f^  Soutbey'a  Chron. 
Hift.  of  the  West  Indies. 
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'  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  a  maritime 

*  power ;  besides,  the  French,  since  the  last 
'  peace,  having  fortified  Mount  Gamier,  it 

*  will  render  the  conquest  of  Martinique  more 

*  difficult,  and  take  up  a  longer  time;  whereas 
'  St.  Lucie,  having  been  greatly  cleared  and 

*  cultirated  since  the  last  war,  will  render  the 

*  conquest  easier,  more  healthy  for  the  troops, 

*  and,  when  possessed  by  his  Majesty,  be 

*  such  a  check  upon  the  French  commerce  as 

*  to  render  Martinique  and  their  other  islands 
'  of  little  use,  as  his  Majesty's  squadrons 
'  stationed  at  that  island  will  have  it  in  their 
'  power,  not  only  to  block  up  every  port  in 
'  Martinique,  but  likewise — it  being  equally 
'  to  windward  with  that  island — the  cruisers 
'  from  St.  Lucie  can  always  stretch  to  wind- 

*  ward  of  all  the  other  islands,  and  intercept 

*  any  succours  intended  for  them.  Add  to 
'  this  the  infinite  consequence  of  the  harbour 

*  called  the  Little  Carenage,  where  the  largest 
'  ships  of  war  can  be  careened,  be  secure 

*  during  the  hurricane  months,  and  always 
'  ready  to  afford  a  speedy  succour  to  his 

*  Majesty's  other  islands,  and  a  certain  se- 
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*  curity  to  the  southern  islands  of  St.  Vincent, 

*  Grenada,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  and  which  at  present 

*  are  greatly  liable  to  depredations  from  the 

*  islands  of  St.  Lucie  and  Martinique. 

*  The  former  island  being  in  our  hands  will 

*  likewise  put  Martinique  in  the  same  pre- 

*  dicament  as  Dominique  is  at  present,  viz., 

*  between  two  enemy's  islands ;  and,  if  at* 
^  tacked,  a  speedy  succour  in  a  few  hours 

*  might  be  sent  from  St.  Lucie,  whereas,  at 

*  present,  whatever  assistance  might  be  ne- 

*  cessary  to  defend  Dominique,  if  attacked, 

*  must  come  from  Antigua,  an  island  far  to 

*  leeward ;  and,  in  all  probability,  the  island 
'  would  fall  before  such  assistance  could 
f  arrive. 

'  The  place  for  careening  and  refitting  the 

*  British  ships  in  those  sects,  and  the  statiou 
f  of  the  admiral  who  commands  them  being 
'  at  Antigua,  an  island  without  wood  or  water, 

*  and  whose  harbour  is  small,  and  incapable 

*  of  receiving  large  ships  of  war,  to  leeward  of 
'  all  the  enemy's  islands,  must  be  extremely 

*  detrimental  to  his  Majesty's  and  the  public 
^  service  during  a  French  war;  must  give  the 


:dbvGoogIe 


LIFE   OF    LORD   BODNEY. 


199 


*  enemy  great  advanta^,  and  alone  points 
'  out  the  neceraity  of  taking  either  Martinique 

*  or  St.  Lucie. 

'  That  Qreat  Britain  has  at  this  juncture 

*  a  sufficient  force  to  effect  so  desirable  an 

*  object,  I  shall  endeavour  to  prove ;  for  al- 

*  though  the  war  in  which  we  are  unhappUy 
'  engaged  with  the  rebellious  Americans  has 
'  not  as  yet  reduced  them  to  obedience,  yet  it 

*  has  given  Great  Britain  a  veteran  fleet,  and 
'  veteran  army,  capable  of  undertaking  any 

*  enterprise  either  in  America  or  the  West 
'  Indies ;  and  as  the  season  for  an  army  to  act 

*  in  America  is  at  a  time  when  it  would  be 

*  improper  to  act  in  the  West  Indies,  so  the 
'  season  for  military  operations  in  the  West 

*  Indies  is  unfavourable  for  the  same  in  Ame- 

*  rica,  viz.,  from  November  to  June;  if,  there- 
'  fore,  part  of  the  army  now  in  America  were 
■*  detached  in  November  or  December,  at- 
'  tended  with  twelve  or  fourteen  ships  of  the 

*  line,  and  as  many  frigates,  with  bomb  vessels, 

*  with  orders  to  rendezvous  at  Barbadoes,  they, 

*  in  all  probability,  would  be  enabled  to  put 

*  his  Majesty's  orders  into  execution  at  the 

*  most  proper  and  healthy  season,  more  espe- 
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*  cially  as  the  enemy  could  not  posBibly  know 
'  what  number  of  ships  or  troops  were  sent  on 

*  that  enterprise  time  enough  to  prevent  its 

*  succeeding ;  and  as  there  is  not  a  doubt  but 
'  that  the  Admiral  cruizing  off  Usbant  would 
'  detach  a  sufficient  number  of  ships  from  his 
'  squadron  to  that  part  of  the  world,  should  a 
'  part  of  the  Brest  fleet  escape  his  vigilance, 
'  and  attempt  to  succour  their  islands. 

'  Should  this  enterprise  be  undertaken,  I 
'  must  humbly  beg  leave  to  represent  whether 

*  it  will  not  be  proper  to  direct  what  sort  of 
'  capitulation  the  Admiral  and  General  should 

*  allow  the  inhabitants.     For  want  of  such 

*  instructions,  and  proper  information,  the 
'  French  conquered  islands  escaped  a  daty 
'  they  should  certainly  have  paid,  and  his 

*  Majesty  is  at  this  hour  deprived  of  a  con- 

*  siderable  revenue  justly, his  due. 

'  When  the  island  of  Martinique  offered  to 
'  capitulate,  I  sent  for  several  of  the  planters 
'  belonging  to  the  British  islands,  who  then 
'  attended  the  fleet  to  be  present  at  the  siege, 
'  to  desire  their  assistance  '  in  penning  an 
'  article  that  might  make  the  French  islands 

*  pay  more  duty  than  those  of  the  English. 
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*  The  article  relative  to  the  clayed  sugar  was 
'  what  they  tmaQimousIy  offered  me ;  and  as 

*  all  the  sugar  of  Martinique  was  clayed,  I 

*  concluded  his  Majesty  would  receive  a  con- 

*  siderable  sum  more  than  what  the  English 

*  islands  paid ;  but  some  time  after,  hearing 

*  that  the  British  islands  paid  four  and  a  half 

*  per  cent,  on  the  export  of  their  commodities. 

*  I  was  extremely  displeased  with  the  gentle- 

*  men  belonging  to  the  British  islands,  for  not 
'  acquainting  me  with  their  paying  that  duty> 

*  of  which  I  was  totally  ignorant. 

'  This  may  happen  to  other  Admirals  and 
'  Generals  unless  properly  cautioned.  If  the 
'  inhabitants  be  allowed  to  keep  their  lands 
'  upon  capitulation,  ought  any  but  those  really 

*  upon  the  spot  to  have  that  indulgence,  and 
'  those  only  the  lands  then  actually  cleared  ? 
'  All  other  land  whatever  should  belong  to  the 
'  crown,  as  also  one  or  two  miles  round  the 

*  carenage,  in  order   to  erect  fortifications, 

*  dockyard,  &c.  &c.  and  to  build  a  town,  the 

*  quit-rent  of  which  might  bring  in  a  consi- 

*  derable  revenue,  as  there  cannot  be  a  doubt 
'  but  that  inhabitants  would  flock  £rom  all  the 
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*  Other  ielands  to  reeort  to  a  place  of  such 
*«6curity. 

*  Should  his  Majesty  retain  this  island,  I 

*  humbly  submit  vhether,  when  the  lands  are 
'  sold,  it  will  not  much  conduce  towards 
'  peopling  the  island,  the  having  a  consider- 
'  able  quantity  of  land  in  each  paiish  allotted 
.'  to  ten  acre  men,  under  the  penalty  of  for- 

*  feiting  it  to  the  crown  should  it  erer  be  con- 

*  Terted  to  any  other  use  than  piDvision 
.*  ground.  This  will  always  keep  a  consider- 
'  able  number  of  white  men  on  the  island,  and 
'  is  the  reason  why  Barbadoes  has  mbre 
'  inhabitants  than  all  the  other  islands. 

*  Pardon,  my  Lord,  the  trouble  I  give  you 

*  in  perusing  this  letter,  but  the  observations 
■  I  made  when  I  commanded  in  those  seas, 
'  and  my  fi^uent  reflections  since  on   the 

*  infinite  importance  of  St.  Lucie,  or  Mar- 
'  tinique,  to  a  maritime  power,  hare  convinced 
,'  me  that  either  of  those  islands  in  the  hands 

*  of  Great  Britain  must,  while  she  remains  a 
'great  maritime  powCT,  make  her  sovereign 

*  of  the  West  Indies.' 
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It  will  appear  hereafter,  that  the  sug^^esttMU 
BO  modestly  and  imostentatiously  offered  to 
the  consideration  of  his  Majesty's  ministers 
-were  highly  approved,  and  the  naval  and  mi- 
litary operations  grounded  upon  them  formed 
some  of  the  principal  features  of  the  stru^le 
vhich  ensued  between  the  belligerent  powers. 

On  assuming  his  command.  Sir  Creorge's 
patience  was  put  to  a  severe  trial  by  the  ex- 
traordinary want  of  diligence  in  the  different 
public  departments,  both  at  the  ports  of  Ports- 
mouth and  of  Plymouth,  as  well  as  by  the 
absence  of  proper  zeal  and  activity  in  the 
officers  of  his  fleet,  who  were  almost  all 
strangers  to  him ;  and  many  of  whom  behaved 
to  him  with  a  maffced  disrespect  and  want  of 
cordiality,  which,  soon  after  the  arrival  of  tk€ 
fleet  in  the  West  Indies,  produced  the  most 
serious  consequences,  and,  had  they  not  beeti 
checked  in  time  by  the  firmness  of  their  Ck>m- 
mander,  might  have  produced  results  most 
disastrous  to  the  nation. 

The  ministry  were  now  most  anxious  that 
he  should  put  to  sea,  and  Sir  Geoige  was  no 
less  impatient  to  do  so,  but  the  elements  also 
(xmspired  against  him,  and  it  was  not  until 
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the  very  end  of  December  that  he  was  enabled* 
with  all  his  exertions,  to  get  clear  of  the 
Channel. 

Preriously  to  his  leaving  Portsmouth,  Sir 
George  had,  amongst  innumerable  other  ap- 
plications on  the  subject  of  admissions  and 
promotions  in  his  fleet,  received  a  letter 
from  the  Countess  of  Chatham,  requesting 
his  good  offices  and  protection  for  her  son. 

TO  THE  COUNTESS  OF  CHATHAM. 

*  Sanduieh,  Spithesd,  Dec.  2, 1779. 

'  The  very  bad  weather,  that  has  continued 
'  here  for    some    days,    has  prevented    my 

*  receiving  and  replying  to  the  letter  you  did 

*  me  the  honour  to  write. 

'  Your  Ladyship  may  be  assured,  that  no 

*  man  living  bears  a  more  sincere  and  re- 
'  spectful  affection  for  the  memory  of  that  great 
'  and  glorious  minister,  who,  to  all  succeeding 
'  ages,  will  be  quoted  as  an  illustrious  ex- 
'  ample,  how  one  great  man,  by  his  superior 

*  ability,  could  raise  his  drooping  country  irom 
'  the  abyw  of  despair  to  the  highest  pinnacle 
'  of  glory,  and  render  her  honoured,  respected. 
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'  revered,  and  dreaded  by  the  whole  universe. 
«  Can  his  memory  be  ever  blotted  from  the 

*  minds  of  those   who   sincerely   love  their 

*  country?  From  mine  it  never  can ;  the  love 
'  I  bore  him  living  can  end  but  with  my  life, 
'  the  happiest  period  of  which  will  be,  to 

*  remember,  that  1  had  paid  my  duty  to  the 

*  memory  of  one  of  the  greatest  men  Britain 

*  ever  produced,  by   advancing  his    son    to 

*  that  rank,  his  merits  justly  deserved,  which 
'  your  Ladyship  may  be  assured  I  certainly 

*  will  do,  should  Mr.  Pitt*  be  ever  under  my 
'  command.' 


PKOH   THE    EARL   OF   SANDWICH. 

'  Admiralty,  Dec.  8,  1T70. 

'  For  Crod's  sake  go  to  sea  without  delay. 

*  You  cannot  conceive  of  what  importance 

*  it  is  to  yourself,  to  me,  and  to  the  public, 

*  that  you  should  not  lose  this  fair  wind  :  if 

*  you  do,  I  shall  not  only  hear  of  it  in  Par- 

*  The  Hon.  Charki  Jamea  I^tt.  third  son  of  the  Earl  of 
Chttbun,  bom  in  1761,  and  died  in  1780.  Sir  0«oi^  Bodney 
was  u  good  aa  his  word,  and  did  piomote  him. 
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'  liament,  but  in  places  to  which  I  pay 
'  more  attention.  It  is  not  material  whether 
'  any  of  the  ships  except  your  own,  the  Ajaz, 
'  Shrewsbury,  and  Montagu,  hare  their  full 

*  quantity  of  provisions  and  stores,  therefore 
'  let  me  entreat  of  you  to  take  them  with' 
'  you  with  what   they  now  have  on  board,' 

*  and  not  to  wait  for  any  of  the  frigates  that 
'  may  not  be  in  readiness,  as  they  shall  he 
'  ordered  to  follow  you.  I  must  once  more 
'  repeat  to  you,    that    any    delay    in    youp 

*  sailing  will  have  the  most  disagreeable  con-* 

*  sequences. 

'  Lord  Charles  Fitzgerald  applied  to   the 

*  Board  some  time  ago  for  six  pounders, 
'  which  he  says  his  vessel  is  very  able  to 
'  bear.  If  you  join  with  him  in  opinion, 
'  when  you  come  on  your  station  you  may 

*  give  him  guns  of  that  weight ;  thereby  con- 
'  verting  her  into  a  sloop ;  and  you  may 
'  establish  her  as  such  under  a  master  and 
'  commander,  to  which,  if  you  will  appoint 

*  him,  you  will  take  him  off  my  hands. 

'  There  is  another  yoimg  man  of  fashion, 

*  now  in  your  squadron,  concerning  whom  I 

*  am  tormented  to  death.    I  cannot  do  any 
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'  thii^  for  him  at  home,  therefore  if  yon  could 

*  contriTe,  while  he  remains  with  you,  by 
'  some  means  or  other,  to  give  him  rank,  you 
'  will  infinitely  oblige  me.      I  mean    Lord 

*  Robert  Manners,  who  is  now  a  lieutenant 
'  on  board  the  Alcide*. 

'  I   hare    now  nothing    to    add,    but  my 

*  warmest    wishes     for     ev^y    addition    of 

*  honour  and  good  fortune,  which  the  very 

*  important  service  you  are  employed  in 
'  will,  probably,  give  you  an  opportunity  of 
'  obtaining ;  and  to  tell  you,  that  when  you 
'open  yonr  secret  orders,  you  will  be  con- 

*  vineed  that  your  friends  have  thought  you 
'  a  person  in  whom  the  utmost  confidence  is' 
'  to  be  placed,  and  from  whose  conduct  th^' 
'  have  every  thing  to  expect. 

'  I  am,  wi^  great  truth  and  regard, 

*&c.  &c.' 

*  Thii  gallant  young  nobleman  vaa  the  son  of  the  renowned 
Oeoenl,  John,  Marquis  of  Granby,  and,  in  the  ever  memorable 
action  of  the  12tfa  of  Apiil,  recdred  a  mortal  woiuul,  wtubt' 
nobly  maintaimng,  in  the  command  of  the  Resolation,  f  4  gwH^ 
the  honour  of  the  Britiah  flag  and  of  his  illiutnoua  hoUM.— He 
WM  at  hii  death  onlj  84  yean  of  age. 
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TO   LADV  RODNEY. 

*  Splhead.  Dec.  11th,  1779. 

'  George  came  on  board  th^  day,  and  brought 

*  me  your  letter,  and  one  from  Jenny.  To 
'  hear  that  you  and  the  girls  are  well  is 
'  always  the  greatest  pleasure  I  can  receive. 

*  May  you  ever  continue  so  is  my  most  sin- 
'  cere  wish  I 

'  As  for  the  boy  you  mention,  from  Lady 
'  Robert  Manners,  it  is  certainly  too  late,  and 
'  she  should  certainly  be  told,  that  none  can 

*  be  taken  under  thirteen  years  of  age,  and 
'  whose  parents  can  allow  them  at  least  thir^ 

*  pounds  a  year,  as  the  King  allows  no  pay 

*  to  boys.       People    imagine   that  admirals 

*  and  captains  are  schoolmasters,  and  that 
'  they  have  nothing  to  do  but  send  the  boys 
'  to  sea,  and  they  are  provided  for,  without 
'  giving  themselves  fiirther  trouble.      How- 

*  ever,  you  will  be  so  good  to  explain  this  to 
'  Mr.  Wraxall,  and  if  the  contents  can  be 
'  complied  with,  I  will  receive  the  boy ;  but  I 
'  have  now  received  my  sailing  orders,  and 
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'  shall  Bail  the  moment  the  wind  comes  fair ; 

*  when  that  will  be,  Heaven  kno^ira,  for  it 
'  blows  hard  at  south-west. 

*  Jenny's  account  of  Loup's  knowing  my 
'  purse  when  she  dropped  it,  shews  what  a 

*  sensible  dog  he  is,  and  must,  as  she  says, 

*  endear  him    more  to  me,  but    she    must 

*  pardon  me  if  I  say,  mn  credo. 

'  Erery  thing   here  is  noise  and  hurry. 

*  TTie  wind  continuing  westerly  gives  more 

*  time  to  the  fleet  to  get  ready.     I  wish  I  was 

*  once  at  sea.  You  know  then  an  admiral 
'  has  not  a  tenth  part  of  the  trouble   and 

*  fatigue  as  when  in  port.  Ministers  and 
'  merchants  are  eager  to  have  me  gone,  but  I 
'  cannot  command  the  seasons.    Adieu.' 


'  TO   LADY    RODNEY. 

•  SpUhead,  Dec.  161b,  1779. 

*  It  is  impossible  for  you  to  conceive  the 

*  fatigue  and  trouble  I  am  hourly  exposed  to. 

*  I  wish  to  Heaven  the  wind  would  come  fair, 
'  that  I  might  get  to  sea.     You  know  I  should 

*  then  only  have  to  discipline  the  fleet,  and 

*  have  done  with  writing,  a  thing  I  detest ; 

Vol.  1.  P 
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*  yet  every  hour,  day  and  night,  I  am  sending 

*  or  Feceiving  expresses.     Even  nov.  at  five 

*  o'clock,  in  the  morning,  I  can  scarce  catch  a 
'  moment  to  know  how  you  and  the  dear 

*  girls  are.    Give  my  love  to  them,  and  send 

*  by  the  coach  my  four  large  folio  books  of 

'  letters  and  orders,  for  has  foj^t 

'  every  thing  that  is  necessary.    These  books 
'  should  go  with  me.    Farewell,  &c.  &c.* 


*  TO   LADY   BODNEY. 

'  SewdtfieA,  Spithnd,  Dec.  S8d,  1779. 

*  It  is  DOW  Stark  calm,  and  in  all  appearance 
'  it   will   soon    produce    an    easterly    wind. 

*  Should  that  be  the  case  to-morrow,  eaily  in 
'  the  morning  we  shall  leave  the  port,  and 

*  put  to  sea  with  a  noble  fleet,  and  a  convoy 

*  of  three  hundred  merchant  ships  from  the 
'  Downs.    In  ^1  probability  they  will  be  left 

*  behind,  as  I  have  ordered  a  frigate  to  m«et 
'  these  ships,  and  to  deliver  them  instructiony 
'  not  to  come  in,  but  meet  me  at  the  back 

*  of  the  Isle  of  Wight.     Every  person   now 

*  is  impatient  to  be  gone,  and  as  impatient 

*  to  know  whither  we  are  bound,  but  that  I 
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*  can  tell  them  they  shall  not  know  till  we 

*  are  arriTed  at  the  destined  place. 

'  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Leake.    It  is  reiy 

*  unfiur  to  troulile  me  with  private  lettere  at 

*  A  time  I  have  not  a  moment  to  spare  from 

*  public  business ;  I  have  now  forty^  by  me 

*  unopened.    It  is  impoesible  for  me  to  attend 
'  to  and  to  answer  them. 

'  Health  and  happiness  attend  you  and  my 
'  sweet  girls.    Take  care  of  them,  and  take 

*  care  of  yourself— not  fo^etting  my  faithful 
'  friend  Loup.    I  transfer  his  lore  of  me  to 

*  ymi  during  my  absence,  but  expect  on  my 

*  return  to  regain  it    Once  more — adieu. 

•  kc.  &c.  kc: 


'  TO   LADY   RODNEY. 

*  CawBand  Ba;,  24th  Dec  1779. 

*  I  am  this  moment  arrived  here,  after  beating 

*  down  the  Channel  against  the  wind,  which 
'  proved  bad  the  moment  I  got  on  the  back  of 

*  the  Me  of  Wight.     I  dare  say  every  person 

*  at  Portsmouth  expected  my  return  to  St. 
'  Helen's  road.     Nothing  but  the  extreme 
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'  badness  of  the  weather  could  have  induced 
'  me  to  anchor  here,  and  the  certainty  of 
'  losing  ground  had  I  kept  the  sea,  which 
'  must  hare  compelled  me  to  have  anchored 

*  in  Torbay.    While   the  weather  continues 

*  to  blow  at  south-west,  I  must  remain  here, 

*  as  there  is  little  likelihood  of  my  getting 
'  down  the  Channel  at  this  season  with  a  foul 
'  wind ;  but  as  I  have  not  been  here  one  hour, 
'  and  have  received  notice  by  two  prizes  this 

*  moment  that  Admiral  Kempenfelt*,  with 
'  the  squadron  under  his  command,  fell  in 
'  with  the  French  fleet  four  days  from  Brest, 

*  consisting  of  seventeen  sail  of  the  line,  and 

*  one  hundred  transports,  several  of  the  latter 

*  taken ;  and  the  English,  consisting  of  four- 
'  teen  sail  of  the  line,  were,  when  the  prizes 
'  left  the  fleet,  engaging  the  French  fleet, 
'  there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  a  general 

*  This  intrepid  aad  stilM  officer,  (whose  valuable  services 
were  afterwBids  lost  to  his  country  by  the  dissstrous  sinldiig  of  the 
Royal  Geoige.)  whilst  cruisiiig  with  only  twelve  sail  of  the  Une, 
on  the  IZth  of  December,  fell  in  with  the  French  fleet,  under 
Count  <le  Guichen,  consisfing  of  nineteen  sail  of  the  line,  besides 
two  armed  en  flute,  engaged  them,  and  succeeded,  by  a  masterly 
mancBuvre,  in  cutting  off  fliteen  of  the  enemy's  convoy,  having  on 
boaid  10G2  soldiers,  and  343  seamen.  Only  two  of  the  fVench 
ships  of  war  made  good  their  voyage  to  the  West  Indies ;  the  rest 
returned  to  Brest. 
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'  battle  ensued  on  the   13tb  instant.      The 
'  vind  being  now  south-west,  and  blowing 

*  fresh,  we  may  hourly  expect  news  of  this 

*  great  event.    God  send  it  may  be  such  as 

*  we  wish.     I  have  not  a  doubt  of  success, 

*  as  six  of  our  ships  are  three-deckers,  a  force 

*  equal  to  ten  of  the  enemy — at  least  it  will 

*  cripple  the  French  squadron,  and  oblige 

*  them  to  return  to  port,  which  will  giye  me 

*  time  to  be  in  the  West  Indies  before  them. 

*  In  all  probability  I  shall  sail  at  dayli^t 

*  to-morrow  morning.      Nothing  shall  keep 

*  me  in  port  but  bad  weather.    The  Formi- 

*  dable  is  not  ready,  but  will  be  in  six  or 

*  scTen  days :  if  I  stay,  I  will  go  on  board  her. 

'  Our  dear  girls'  pictures  are  hung  up  in 
'  my  cabin  ;  I  own  it  is  a  very  great  relief  to 
'  me  when  I  look  at  them  ;  at  the  same  time 
'  I  abuse  the  piunter  most  heartily.  The  dog 
'  shall  never  draw  mine,  he  has  done  so  much 

*  injustice  to  them.    Give  my  dearest  love  to 

*  th&n,  and  the  other  little  ones.    Adieu. 

'  &c.  &c.  &c.* 
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'  TO    LADY    BODNBY. 
'  Plymouth  Dock,  Christmu  Dfty,  1779. 

*  The  veather  still  keeps  me  here,  and  until 

*  the  wind  changes,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  get 

*  out  of  the  Channel,  which  I  am  not  soiry 

*  for,  as  we  shall  go  in  fiill  force,  and  cer- 

*  tainly  be  in   the  West  Indies   before   th6 

*  French  fleet,  which,  I  am  sure,  has  beeii 

*  most  severely  buffeted  about,  and  in  all 
*^  probability  been  obliged  to  put  back  into 
<  Brest,  or  some  other  port  in  France.    Cct- 

*  tain  I  am  it  has  not  been  possible  for  them 
'  to  make  any  way  to  the  westward ;  and  by 
*'  a  frigate  this  day,  the  Captain  informs  me 
^  he  saw  part  of  them  steering  back  for  Brest, 
'  and  that  one  of  the  lai^est  ships  was  under 
*^juiy-ma8t8. 

*  My  gout  still  continues  in  both  feet,  but 

*  my  right  hand  is  much  easier,  and  I  can 
'write  without  pain.     I  hate  thi]»  place.    I 

*  have  tai^ht  them  briskness  and  activityj 
'  which  all  the  ports  much  want.    The  For-' 

*  midable  will  be  ready  in  two  days.  Had  I 
'  kept  the  sea,  I  certainly  had  been  driven 
'  back  to  St.  Helen's. 

'  Yours,  &c  &c.  &c. 
'  Quite  tired,  as  you  may  perceive.' 
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*  TO   Z.ADY   RODNEY. 

'  Plymouth  Dodi,  Dee.  88th,  1779. 
'  Yesterday  I  received  your  letter  of  no  date, 

*  but,  I  suppose,  Christinas  ere,  as  you  mtin- 

*  tion   receiring   mine    by   the    messenger. 

*  Nothing  but  stonns  at  this  confounded  place ; 

*  however,  it  will  scatter  the  enemy's  ships, 
'  many  of  whom,  I  am  sure,  must  have  suf- 
'  fered  much  if  they  have  continued  at  sea. 

'  My  gout  has  been  very  severe  indeed, 
'  but  my  hand  is  better,  as  you  may  perceive 

*  by  my  writing ;  however  it  has  pinched  me 
'  much. 

'  Had  I  not  come   here,  the    Formidable 

*  would  not  have  been  ready  these  six  weeks. 
'  To-morrow  she  will  be  ready  to  go  into  the 
'  Sound.  It  is  astonishing — the  neglect  and 
'  slowness  of   the   officers,   both   civil  and 

*  military.  The  whole  town  of  Pljrmouth  and 
<  Dock  declare  that  more  work  has  been  dpne 
'  hei«  since  my  arrival  than  had  been  for  two 

*  months  before.    Such  is  the  effect  of  fear. 

*  lliey  knew  there  was  no  trifling  with  me, 
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*  and  that  my  eyes,  though  myself  confined 

*  hy  the  gout,  were  always  upon  them. 

'  The    Conmiissioner  takes  great  care  of 

*  me,  and  tells  me  that  it  is  past  eight  o'clock, 

*  and  that  the  post  waits  for  my  letters. 

'  Remember  me  to  my  deaj  girls,  to  whom 
'  I  will  write  to-morrow.  It  now  blows  a 
'  storm.    Adieu.' 


It  was  a  circumstance  no  less  gratifying 
than  flattering  to  Sir  Geoi^  Rodney,  that 
he  was  selected  by  his  Majesty  to  introduce 
his  third  son,  Prince  William  HenTy,  to  the 
service  of  his  country,— a  service  to  which  his 
Royal  Highness  has  ever  shewn  himself  most 
devotedly  attached ;  and  in  the  duties  of 
which,  whilst  in  commission,  he  displayed 
much  nautical  talent,  and  maintained  the 
most  perfect  discipline*.     His  Royal  High- 

*  Extract  from  a  Letter  dated  Antigua,  February,  1787. 
'  Prince  William  Henry  hu  been  here  for  some  time  put, 

*  tepaihng  his  ship,  where  all  rsnka  are  vying  with  each  other 

*  in  making  gnuid  entertainments  for  their  illustrious  vimter. 

*  The  Prince  is  quite  the  officer,  never  veating  «oy  other  dress 
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ness  was  placed  as  a  midshipman,  on  board 
the  Prince  Geoi^e,  bearing  the  flag  of  Rear- 
Admiral  Digby  ;  *  not  nominally  as  a  mid- 
'  shipman,  but  to  do  its  duties,  to  have  a 
'  thorough  knowledge  of  the  profession,  to 
'  learn  by  practical  experience  the  duties 
'  attached  to  the  different  stations,  and  to 
'  learn   how  to    obey  as    well   as   to   com- 

*  mand*.' 

The  wind  proTing  more  favourable  on  the 
29th»  Sir  Greorge  Rodney  immediately  got 
under  sail,  and  ere  ten  days  had  elapsed,  he 
had  the  good  fortune  to  find  himself  in  con- 
tact with  the  enemy. 

'  than  his  iinifonn,  and  his  star  and  garter  only  vhen  receWing 
'  addresMs,  (»  on  tnj  other  public  occasion.  He  has  not  slept  a 
'  night  out  of  his  ship  since  his  arrival  in  these  seas,  untU  coining 
'  into  En^h  Harbour,  when  the  ships  heaving  down  obliged 

*  him  to  be  on  shore-  His  Royal  Highness  shews  the  most 
■  uniaUe  disposition  and  condesMnsion  on  every  occasion,  sees 
'  into  the  detail  of  the  businets  of  his  ship,  And  delivers  his  own 
'  orders  with  the  most  minute  attention  to  the  duty  and  discipline 
'  of  the  frigate  (the  Pegasus).  In  short,  he  promises  to  be,  what 
'  we  all  hope  and  wish,  the  restorer  of  the  ancient  ^ory  of  the 

*  British  Navy.' 

*  Ralph's  Naval  Bic^i^hy. 


:dbvGoogIe 


EW  LIFE   OF   LORD    BODNEt. 

'  TO   PHILIP  STEPHENS,    ESQ. 

.  ■  SottdwiiA,  at  Sea,  9th  Jaimaiy,  17M 
*  LbL  41°  44'.  Long.  14°  2^  W. 
'  Cape  Finisterre,  E.  N.  E.  176  leagues. 

'  Yesterday  at  day-light  the  squadron  of 
'  ships  under  my  command  descried  twenty- 
two  sail  in  the  north-east  quarter.  We  im- 
mediately gave  chace,  and  in  a  few  hours 
the  whole  were  taken. 
'  They  proved  to  be  a  Spanish  convoy, 
which  sailed  from  St.  Sebastian's  the  1st  of 
January,  and  were  under  the  protection  of 
seven  ships  and  vessels  of  war,  belonging 
to  the  Royal  Company  of  Caraccas,  viz. — 

71w  OoipUMDaoo,  S4  guns,  ASS  men. 

Tbe  Baa  Carlos,  Bi  „  SOO  „ 

The  San  Ra&dl,  30  „  153  » 

The SanU Tenia,  98  „  ISO,. 

The  San  Bruno,  3S  „  140  „ 

The  Corretta  8an  Fennin,  16  „  eo  „ 

The  San  Vhiorate,  10  »  40  „ 

'  Part  of  die  convoy  was  loaded  with  naval 
stores  and  provisions  for  the  Spanish  ships 
of  war  at  Cadiz,  the  rest  with  bale  goods 
belonging  to  the  Royal  Company*.    Those 

*  List  of  the  convoy  captuied  by  Sir  Geoi^  Rodney,  on  tbe 
Sthof  January,  1780. 

1.  Laden  with  flour.  2, 
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)  loaded  with  naval  stores  and  bale  goods, 

*  I  flhall  immediately  despatch  for  England, 
'  under  conToy  of  his  Majesty's  ships  the 
^  America  and  Pearl.  Those  loaded  with 
•^proTisions  I  shall  carry  to  Gibraltar,  for 

*  which  place  I  am  now  steering,  and  hav^ 
'  not  a  doubt  that  tbe  service  I  am  sent  upon 

*  Will  be  speedily  effected. 

*  Afl  I  thought  it  highly  necessary  to  send 
^  A  stxty-fbur  gun  ship  to  protetit  so  taluabU 
'  a  convoy,  I  have  commissioned,  offlCelred, 

*  and  manned  the  Spanish  ship-of-war,  of  tJi^ 
'  same  rate,  and  named  her  the  Prince  Wil- 


'3.  Laden  wttb  flour. 

3.  Ladea  with  flour  ftitd  wheat. 

4.  Ladea  with  wheat 

5.  Laden  with  wheat 

5.  Laden  with  flour  and  wheat 
7.  Laden  with  flour  and  wheat 

6.  Laden  with  flour  and  wheat 
9.  Laden  with  FVeneh  wheat. 

ID.  Laden  with  flour  and  wheat 

11.  Laden  with  flour. 

IS.  Laden  with  EV«nch  floor. 

13.  Laden  with  naval  stores. 

14.  Laden  with  naval  rtorea. 

15.  Ladm  with  aachon  and  eablet. 

16.  Laden  with  tobacco. 

>  The  whole  of  these  Tcsaels  were  named  aftor  some 
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*  liam,  in  respect  to  his  Royal  Highness,  in 
'  whose  presence  she  had  the  honour  to  be 
'  taken.      She   has   been  launched  only  six 

*  months,  is  in  every  respect  completely  fitted 

*  for  war,  and  much  larger  than  the  Bien- 

*  faisant,  Captain  Macbride,  to  whom  she 
'  struck. 

'  I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  their  Lord- 
'  ships  on  this  event,  which  must  greatly 
'  distress  the  enemy,  who,  I  am  well  in- 
'  formed,  are  much  in  want  of  provisions 
'  and  naval  stores.' 


'  TO  PHILIP  STEPHENS,  ESQ. 

■  SandtoiiA,  Gibraltar  6*7. 
'  Juiiuiy  SrUi,  1780. 

'  It  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  that  I  can 

*  congratulate  their  Lordships  on  a  signal 
'  victory   obtained   by  his    Majesty's    ships 

*  under  my  command  over  the  Spanish  squa- 
'  dron  commanded  by  Don  Juan  de  Langara, 
'  wherein  the  Spanish  Admiral,  and  the 
'  greatest  part  of  his  squadron  were  either 
'  taken  or  destroyed. 

'  Having  received  repeated  intelligence  of 
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*  a  Spanish  squadron,  sEiid  to  consist  of  four- 
'  teen  sail  of  the  line,  cruizing  off  Cape  St. 

*  Vincent,  I  gave  notice  to  all  the  captains 

*  upon  my  approaching  the  said  Cape  to  pre- 

*  pare  for  battle ;  and  having  passed  it  on  the 

*  I6th  in  the  morning  with  the  whole  convoy, 
'  at  one  p.m.,  the  Cape  then  bearing  n,  four 

*  leagues,  the  Bedford  made  the  signal  for 

*  seeii^  a  fleet  in  the  s.e.  quarter.  I  imme- 
'  mediately  made  the  signal  for  the  line  of 

*  battle  abreast,  and  bore  down  upon  them ; 

*  but  before  that  could  be  well  effected,  I  per- 
'  ceived  the  enemy  were  endeavouring  to  form 
'  a  line  of  battle  a-head  upon  the  starboard 

*  tack,  and  as  the  day  was  iar  advanced,  and 
'  being  unwilling  to  delay  the  action,  at  two 

*  P.M.  I  hauled  down  the  signal  for  the  line 
'  of  battle  abreast,  and  made  the  signal  for  a 
'  general  chase,  to  engage  as  the  ships  came 

*  up  by  rotation,  and  to  take  the  lee  gage,  in 
'  order  to  prevent  the  enemy's  retreat  into 

*  their  own  ports. 

*  At  four  P.M.,  perceiving  the  headmost  ships 
'  very  near  the  enemy,  I  made  the  general 
'  signal  to  engage  and  close*.     la  a  few  mi- 

*  On  coming  up  with  the  Spanish  fleet,  the  dusk  precluding  a 
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'  nutes,  the  four  headmost  ehips  began  the 
'  action,  ^ich  was  returned  with  great  brisk- 

*  ness  by  the  enemy.  At  forty  minutes  past 
'  fovr  one  of  the  enemy's  line  of  battle  ships 

*  blew  up  with  a  dreadAil  explosion.  Every 
'  person  perished.  At  six  p.m.  one  of  the 
'  Spanish  ships  struck.    The  action  and  pur* 

*  suit  continued  with  a  constant  fire  till  two 
'  o'clock  in  the  morning,  at  which  time  the 

*  Monarca,  the  headmost  of  all  the  enemy's 
'  ships,  having  struck  to  the  Sandwich  after 
'  receiving  one  broadside,  and  all  firing  having 

*  ceased,  I  made  the  signal,  and  brou^t  to. 

'  The  weather  during  the  night  was  at  times 

*  very  tempestuous,  with  a  great  s^  which 

*  rendered  it  difficult  to   take  possession  of 

*  and  shift  the  prisoners  of  those  ships  that 

*  had  surrendered  to  his  Majesty's  arms.    It 

*  continued  very  bad  weather  the  next  day, 
'  when  the  Royal  Greoi^e,  Prince  George, 
'  Sandwich,  and  several  other  ships,  wvrt 
'  in  great  danger,  and  under  the  necessity  of 

perfect  view  and  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  force.  Sir  Geoi;^ 
Rodney  oalled  the  mitster  of  the  Sandwioh  to  him.  '  Huter,' 
■aid  he,  '  this  ship  is  not  to  pay  aay  attention  to  the  meichant- 

*  men  or  Bmall  ships  of  war.  Lay  me  alongside  the  biggest  ih^ 
'  you  «n  see,  or  the  tdmind,  if  there  be  one.' 
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t  making  sail  to  avoid  the  shoals  of  St  Lucar, 
'  nor  did  they  get  into  deep  water  till  the 
'  next  morning,  when,  having  joined  the  con- 

*  Toy,  and  made  Cape  Spartel,  I  despatched 

*  two  frigates  to  Tangier  to  acquaint  his  Ma- 

*  jesty's  consul  with  our  success,  that  Gre&t 

*  Britain  was  again  mistress  of  the  Straits, 

*  and  desiring  him  to  hasten  a  supply  of  f^h 

*  provisions  for  the  garrison.  At  sunset  -vre 
'  entered  the  gut. 

'  The  gallant  behaviour  of  the  admirals, 

*  captains,  officers,  and  men,  I  had  the  honour 
'  to  command,  was  conspicuous  ;  they  seemed 

*  actuated  with  the  same  spirit,  and  were 

*  eager  to  exert  themselves  with  the  utmost 
'  zeal  to  serve  his  Majesty  and  to  humble  the 

*  pride  of  the  enemy. 

*  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  though  the  enemy 

*  made  a  gallant  defence,  that  had  the  weather 

*  proved  but  even  moderate,  or  had  the  actiQA 
'  happened  in  the  day,  not  one  of  their  squa- 

*  dron  had  escaped. 

<  Inclosed  I  send  a  list  of  the  Spanish 
'  squadron,  as  likewise  of  his  Majesty's  ships, 
'  with  the  damage  they  received*. 

*  8ee.^pendix,  (brSirOeoiiEtBadDej'ilioMf-twttlfc 
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*  PbcBnix,  Don  Juan  de  lAngara,  Admiral,  SO  gana,  7IMI  men  J 
'  taken,  and  brau^t  into  Gibraltar. 

'  San  Augustin,  70  ^ns,  600  men ;  escaped. 

■  Stat  Genaro,  70  guns,  600  men  ;  escaped. 

'  San  Jiuto,  70  guns,  600  men ;  escaped,  much  damaged, 

■  San    Loienio,    70   guns,    SOO    men ;    escaped,  veiy  tnnch 
damaged. 

'  San  Julian,  70  guns,  EDO  men;  talcen,  officers  shifted;  alieu' 
'  tenant  with  seventy  men  put  on  board,  altemarda  went  on  shore. 

•  San£ugenio,  TOgiins,  600men;  the  officers  shifted,  but  driren 
'  on  shore  on  the  breakers,  and  lost. 

'  Monarca,  70  guns,  600  men ;  taken,  and  brought  into  Gibraltar 
'  Princessa,  70  guns,  600  men ;  taken,  and  brought  into  Gib- 
<raltar. 
'DiUgente,70gius,  600  men;  token, and  brought  into  Gibnltar- 
'  San  Domingo,  70  guns,  600  men  ;  blown  up  in  actioD, 
'  Santa  Gertrude,  26  guns,  2S0  men ;  escaped. 
'  Santa  Rosalia,  28  gims,  230  men;  escaped. 

*  Next  day,  having  no  person  on  board  the 
'  Sandwich  acquainted  with  the  Bay  of  Gib- 

*  raltar,  I  ordered  Rear  Admiral  Digby  to 
'  lead  in,  and  sent  two  frigates  ahead  to  g^Te 
'  notice  to  the  garrison  of  our  approach.  The 
'  weather  proved  very  bad,  and  the  current  so 

*  strong,  that  most  of  the  fleet  were  driven  to 
'  the  back  of  the  rock.  The  Sandwich  and 
'  many  of  the  ships  did  not  arrive  in  the  Bay 

*  till  yesterday.     All  the  transports  and  vic- 

*  tuallers  are  unloading,  and  every  despatch 
'  shall  be  used  to  put  his  Majesty's  further 
'  commaods  into  execution. 
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'  Aa   the  wind   continued   to   blow   hard 

*  westerly,  I  thought  it  forwarding  his  Ma- 

*  jesty's  service  to  make  sure  of  the  convoy's 
'  arriving  safe  at  Minorca,  by  sending  three 

*  copper-bottomed  ships  of  the  line  to  see 

*  them  in  safety  off  that  island,  where  I  am 
'  sure  they  must  have  arrived  before  this  time, 
'  as  the  wind  has  continued  to  blow  hard 
'  westerly  ever  since  they  sailed.' 


*  FROM    LADY   RODNEY. 

'  LondoD,*  J&Dnary  SOth,  17B0, 

'  Though  it  is  uncertain,  my  dear  Sir  George, 
'  whether  this  letter  ever  will  reach  you,  I 
'  cannot,  as  it  is  the  first  opportunity  that 

*  has  offered  since  you  sailed,  omit  writing 
'  a  few  lines  by  it.    It  will  be  delivered  to 

*  you,  should  he  ever  meet  with  you,  by  Mr. 

*  Manners,  son  of  Lord  Robert  Manners,  who 
'  is  one  of  the  many  young  men  who  are  or- 
'  dered  to  the  "West  Indies,  in  the  four  newly 
'  raised  regiments.  He  is  an  intimate  friend 
'  of  Mr.  Wraxall's,  and  assured  me  he  would 

*  take  great  care  of  my  letter,  and  that  he 

VouT.  Q 
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*  Bhould  be  happy  to  be  presented  by  it  to 
'  your  notice. 

'  The  wind  and  weather  here  were  so 
'  favourable  for'  a  fortnight  after  your  de- 
'  parture,  ^at  I  felt  most  happy  about  you. 

*  It  is  rumoured  tiiat  you  are  certainly  dea- 
'  tined  first  for  Gibraltar,  and  then  to  pro- 

*  ceed  to  the   West   Indies.     Lord   Geoi^ 

*  Grermain  says  he  hopes  to  hear  of  you  in 

*  a  very  few  days.    The  papers,  indeed,  have 

*  made  you  take  some  rich  ship  or  other  every 

*  day  almost  since  you  sailed. 

'  It  is  impossible  to  say  how  anxious  I  am 

*  to  hear  from  you ;  and  the  uncertainty  where 
'  you  are,  and  when  any  accounts  may  be 
'  expected  from  you,  adds  greatly  to  my  un- 


*  Mr.  Rodney  assures  me  he  left  you  per- 

*  fectiy  well  the  day  you  left  St.  Helen's. 
'  Heaven  grant  that  your  health  may  con- 
'  tinue,  and  success  may  attend  you  wherever 
'  you  go. 

*  The  dear  girls  are  quite  well,  and  join  me 

*  in  love  and  affectionate  remembrance  to 
'  you.    Adieu,  and  believe  me  ever, 

*&c.  &c.  &c. 
'  H.  R.' 
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*  TO  LADY  BODNEY. 

•  Gibnatar,  February  7th,  17B0. 

*  I  send  this  letter  by  Captain  Thompson*, 
'  who  carries  duplicates  of  the  despatches, 
'  giving  an  account  of  our  great  success  in 

*  taking  the  greatest  part  of  the  Spanish  fleet, 
'  which  I  hope  will  have  arrived  long  before 
'  this  comes  to  your  hands.    Captain  Thomp- 

*  son  promises  to  deliver  this  letter  himself ; 
'  and  as  he  was  the  Captain  I  appointed  to 
'  repeat  my  signals,  if  your  curiosity  leads 

*  you  to  hear  the  particulars  of  a  sea- battle, 
'  he  can  better  inform  you   than  any  other 

•  It  ii  a  amguUr  &ct,  that  the  news  of  this  nctoiy  was  first 
conuntuucated  to  the  British  government  by  Mr,  Rtzherbert 
(now  Lord  St  Helens),  the  then  Btitiah  minister  at  Brussels,  to 
which  court  a  despatch  hod  been  sent  express  from  Madrid  ■  in 
.  which  it  was  pretended  that  the  advantage  was  in  tavour  of  the 
Spanish  AdmiraL 

Hr,  Fltsherbert,  who  was  allowed  a  ouraory  view  of  it,  with  the 
practised  eye  of  an  adroit  diplomatist  soon  saw  throught  he 
dieat,  and  without  delay  acquainted  the  British  cabinet,  that  Sir 
Q«oige'  Rodney  had  gained  a  victory  over  Langara'i  Jleet. 
Csptun  Thompson  did  not  mire  in  Gngl&nd  with  the  Admiral's , 
offioal  despatch  tDl  many  days  afterwards,  he,  as  well  as 
Cafitain  Mac  Bride,  who  was  char^  with  a  duplicate  thereof, 
having  encountered  the  most  tempestuous  weather  and  adverae 
winda,  daring  a  voyage  of  nearly  a  month. 

Ur.ntiheibert'sletterTeaobeil  London  on  the  I2th  of  February. 
Q2 
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'  person.  John  had  the  honour  to  command 
'  a  gun,  and  he  will  be  a  Lieutenant  as  soon 
'  as  I  leave  this  place,  a  vacancy  being  kept 

*  for  him.    is  appointed  Captain  to  Com- 

*  modore  £— .   Indeed  his  health  requires  his 

*  stay  here,  and  between  you  and  me,  he  has 
'  forgot  his  profession,  and  is  but  a  poor  officer 

'  indeed.     Don't  tell  this  to .    She  will 

'  never  foi^ve  me,  but  'tis  strictly  true. 
'  Tom  Briton  will  now  be  a  very  fine  gentle- 
'  man,  and  if  his  promotion  does  not  turn  his 
'  head,  his  fortune  is  made.  I  have  made 
'  him  purser  of  the  Shrewsbury,  seventy-four 
'  guns,  which  is  going  with  me  to  the  "West 
'  Indies,  a  good  vacancy  upon  the  death  of 
'  the  purser,  which  cannot  be  disputed. 

*  The  Spanish  men  of  war  we  have  taken 
'  are  much  superior  to   ours.     I   own  they 

*  surprise  me.  Spain,  in  all  her  provinces, 
'  severely  feels  the  blow  she  has  received. 
'  Despair  and  consternation  prevail  in  every 
<  part,  and  she  who  lately  was  the  attacker, 

*  every  moment  expects  to  be  attacked,  and 
'  should  be  BO,  had  I  not  orders  to  go  on  other 
'  service.  I  have  likewise  relieved  Minorca, 
'  and  Great  Britain  this  moment  reigns  sove- 
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■  reign  of  the  Mediterranean  as  well  as  of  the 

*  ocean.  When  I  go  from  this  place,  the  case 
'  may  be  somewhat  altered,  but  not  as  it  was 
'  before  our  success.  But  one  ship  of  the 
'  Spanish  fleet  is  arrived  at  Cadiz,  and  she  in 
'  a  most  shattered  condition.     She  had  even 

*  struck,  but  the  badness  of  the  night  pre- 
'  vented  the  taking  possession.  Judge  what 
'  the  unhappy  natives  of  that  city  must  feel. 

*  All  the   officers'  families  live  there.     The 

*  Spaniards  execrate  the  French.  The  Spanish 

*  Admiral  told  me  he  was  ready  to  give  his 
'  parole  of  honour  never  to  serve  against 
'  England,  but  that  he  would  with  pleasure 

*  serve  with  England  against  France.     It  is 

*  the  sentiment  of  them  all.  So  much  for 
'  war.  Now,  my  dear,  I  must  beg  you  will 
'  write  as  soon  as  possible  by  the  packet,  and 

*  by  the  Admiralty,  directed  for  me  at  Bar- 

*  badoes.      I  long  to  know  how  the   King, 

*  ministers,  and  nation,  received  the  news  of 
'  our  success.     One  thing  I  can  say  without 

*  dread  of  reproach, — that  I  can  defy .  envy, 
'  malice,  or  even  villainy,  to  tax  me  with  not 

*  having  done  my  duty  even  to  the  utmost 
'  extent ;  but  without  a  thorough  change  in 
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'  naval  afFaira,  the  discipline  of  our  navy  will 

*  be  lost.    I  could  say  much,  but  will  not. 

*  You  will  hear  of  it  from  themselves.  I  have 
'  done  them  all  like  honour,  but  it  was  be- 
'  cause  I  would  not  have  the  world  believe 
'  that  there  were  officers  slack  in  their  du^. 
'  Keep  this  to  yourself.  My  stay  here  will 
'  be  but  short.  The  moment  the  wind  comes 
'  to  the  east  we  go.  I  am  impatient  to  hear 
'  how  my  dear  girls  go  on.  My  love  most 
'  affectionately  attends  them.    Remember  me 

*  to  the  Belliards,  and  to  all  those  who  shewed 
'  you  civility.  They  could  have  no  view  but 
'  humanity  and  friendship.  I  am  sure  you 
'  will  never  slight  nor  foi^t  them.    Adieu.' 


The  sentiments  herein  expressed  in  the 
confidence  of  private  intercourse,  clearly 
prove  that  the  Admiral  had  already  disco- 
vered amongst  the  superior  officers  of  his 
fleet  the  seeds  of  insubordination  and  dis- 
respect, which  soon  after  ripened  into  a  state 
of  disobedience  little  short  of  mutiny ;  and 
which,   from  its  disastrous  and   mortifying 
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reBults,  almost  drove  him  to  madness.  How 
galling  must  it  have  been  to  a  man  of  his 
open  and  candid  mind,  to  have  found  him- 
self compelled  to  adopt  what  he  deemed  the 
more  prudent  couise, — of  abstaining  from  the 
censure  of  those  officers  who  failed  in  their 
duty  in  this  action  I  Had  the  British  nation 
been  aware  at  the  time  of  the  real  state  of  the 
case,  they  would  hare  given  him  ^e  most 
unqualified  praise  for  this  brilliant  achiere- 
ment.  As  it  was,  Sir  Geoi^  did  all  that 
man  could  do  under  such  circumstances ; 
combining  with  much  nautical  skill,  quick- 
ness of  conception,  promptness  of  execution, 
and  excellent  jnc^ment,  both  prior  to  and 
after  the  action. 

But  whatever  were  the  talents  Sir  Geoi^ 
Rodney  displayed  as  a  naval  commander, 
there  was  a  more  splendid  part  of  his  cha- 
racter which,  on  this  occasion,  had  ample 
scope  for  developii^  itself.  Before  his  suc- 
cess against  Admiral  Langara,  the  English 
prisoners  in  Spain  had  been  treated  with  the 
greatest  inhumanity,  and  it  required  more 
than  an  ordinary  strength  of  constitution  to 
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exist  for  any  length  of  time  in  a  Spanish 
prison. 

When  the  Spanish  Admiral  fell  into  the 
hands  of  Sir  George  Rodney,  both  himself,  his 
officers,  and  men,  expected  to  meet  with  the 
same  treatment  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
give;  but  they  were  astonished  to  find  in  Sir 
Cieotge  a  man  who  felt  for  their  misfortunes, 
relieved  their  wants,  and  who,  by  his  polite 
behaviour  to  his  prisoners,  made  a  powerful 
impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  Spaniards* 
which  could  not  fail  to  prociu*  a  mitigation 
of  the  sufferings  of  English  prisoners  in 
Spain.  He  represented  the  miserable  con- 
dition of  his  countrymen  in  the  enemy's 
country,  and  obtained  a  promise  that  Eng- 
lishmen, when  prisoners  in  Spain,  should 
be  made  as  comfortable  as  their  situation 
would  permit. 

This  was  doing  his  country  a  service,  which 
will  make  him  stand  as  high  in  the  estimation 
of  good  men  as  the  most  astonishing  display 
of  courage,  which  is  not  always  inseparable 
from  a  cultivated  mind.  The  correspondence 
which  took  place  on  this  subject  between  the 
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British  and  Spanish  admirals  exhibits  a  high 
feeling  of  humani^,  of  courtesy,  and  of  noble- 
mindedness,  which  remind  one  of  the  chivalry 
of  earlier  times.  Such  traits  as  these  do 
honour  to  human  nature,  to  the  nation  they 
belong  to,  and  to  themselves,  and  are  con- 
soling to  the  reflecting  mind  amidst  the  suf- 
ferings and  miseries  of  war. 

The  following  lines  are  inserted  in  this 
place,  not  on  account  of  their  poetical  merit, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  shewing  the  sense  the 
British  nation  entertained  of  Sir  Geoi^  Rod- 
ney's past  services,  of  the  satisfaction  they 
felt  at  his  re-appointment  to  a  high  conmiand, 
and  the  confidence  they  reposed  in  his  naval 
skill  and  courage. 

At  this  period  the  name  of  Rodney,  like 
those  of  Nelson  and  Wellington  in  later  times, 
filled  the  breast  of  every  Englishman  with 
unboimded  hope  and  confidence,  and  was 
considered  as  synonymous  with  success  and 
victory;  and  the  public  press  teemed  with 
poetical  efiusions  expressive  of  this  sentiment, 
as  well  as  of  the  gratification  the  nation  ex- 
perienced on  the  circumstance  of  their  pa- 
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tiiotic  monarch  having  sent  one  of  his  sons 
to  seire  as  a  midshipman  on  their  favourite 
element. 

Who's  thia  on  ninhy  seas  so  bold, 
Hii  name  in  fcrmer  umali  told, 

^Igsin  upon  the  wave  ? 
His  Idng,  viho  lately  saw  him,  knetv. 
And  nmling,  from  letdrement  drew 

The  loyal,  just,  and  brave. 

The  same  to  thee  the  calm  or  itonn; 
And  is  thy  bosom  yet  so  mrm 

'Mid  shoals  and  ninds  to  fight? 
Yes,  patriot  virtue  wann'd  thy  brwut. 
Thy  oountty's  love  each  wish  possen'd, 

And  led  thee  through  the  night*. 

Tremble.  &lse  France,  and  misled  Spain, 
Britons  new  stretigth,  new  courage  gam. 

Whilst  you  unbless'd  consjui^— 
Virtue  awhile  may  sink  in  woe. 
But  roused  at  length,  th'  insultiiig  foe 

Kindle  the  latent  fire. 

And  now  it  flames  in  Rodney's  breast 
With  &ithfu]  owaent  zeal  imprest; 

Hii  countiy  hag  his  heart. 
Heavra  blesses  now  with  kinder  gleams 
Of  Hope,  irtiile  Mercy's  gentle  streams 

Thdr  secret  joy  impart. 


*  Tbt  wutber  during  the  night  was  very  tempeittunu,  wlfli  • 
great  sea,  which  roidered  it  difficult  to  take  possession  of  sod 
shift  the  prisoners,  &c.  &c.  Sec — Fid«  Sir  George  Rodney's  official 
a,S7ttiJ 
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Naw  Uat, '  net  leoit  in  love,'  the  Muw 
Her  William'B  name  would  fondJf  chuM 

The  British  youth  among ; 
Btill  may  th«  sailors  love  thy  name, 
And  h^^  health  and  blooming  bme 

Awake  the  future  song. 

6d  in  the  spring  the  pramiaed  roK 
f^rat  tmds,  and  budding  gently  blows. 

Beneath  the  nuHning  dew ; 
TSi  nouri^'d  t^  a  wanner  ray. 
The  l>lushing  leaves  their  sweeti  disj^y , 

And  fragrance  ever  new. 

E'en  now  the  sea-green  sisters  bind 
A  wreath  around  thy  growmg  mind. 

And  deck  th^  favourite  son ; 
E'en  DOW  the  Bourbon  colours  meet. 
Which  laying  at  thy  fether's  feet. 

Thou  tell'it  how  bravely  woil 

AiTOH.  1780. 


'  TO  PHILIP  STEPHENS,  ESQ. 

'  Sambmeh,  Gibnttai  Bay, 
>  February  7tb,17SQ. 

'  I  must  desire  you  will  please  to  acquaint 
'  their  Lordships  that  erery  attention  possible 
'  has  been  paid  to  the  Spanish  admiral  and 

*  his  officers.     They  are  extremely  desirous 

*  of  returning  to  Spain  upon  their  parole  of 
«  honour ;  but,  as  I  am  informed  thftt  a  great 
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'  number  of  his  Majesty's  Bubjects  are  now 
'  prisoners  in  Spain,  I  have  declined  giving 
'  them  any  assurances  till  the  British  sub- 

*  jects    are  released,' — having  received  yes- 

*  terday  by  the  Shrewsbury,  firom  Lisbon, 
'  a  letter  from  his  Majesty's  consul-general  in 
'  Portugal,  acquainting  me  that  he  had  re- 
.'  leased  six  hundred  and  six  Spanish  prison- 
'  ers,  and  though  frequent  promises  had  been 
'  made,  he  had  not  as  yet  received  one  in 
'  return.  This  letter  from  Sir  John  Hort  has 
'  confirmed  me  in  the  resolution  I  had  before 

*  taken,  viz.,  not  to  release  any  prisoners  but 
'  upon  the  Spaniards  delivering  up  all  the 
'  British  subjects  at  present  in  Spain,  and 
'  then  only  man  for  man.  However  gratify- 
'  ing  or  convenient  it  may  prove  to  indivi- 
'  duals,  the  great  and  general  line  of  hostility 

*  is  never  to  be  foi^ot.  In  vain  we  may 
'  conquer,  if  unconditional  promissory  notes 
'  can  forthwith  put  new  arms  into  the  enemy's 

*  hands,  and  they  openly  avail  themselves  of 
'  British  generosity  without  making  a  just 
'  return,   and  detain  the  British  seamen  in 

*  their  prisons. 

'  The  great  anxiety  of  the  Spanish  Ad- 
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'  miral  and  his  officers  to  return  is  such, 
'  and  their  assurances  so  strong  that  my 
'  officers  and  'seamen  who  had  boarded  their 

*  ships,  and  were  forced  on  shore  near  Cadiz, 
'  should  be  forthwith  restored,  as  likewise  all 
'  other  British  subjects,  who  have  been  de- 
'  layed  upon  frivolous  pretences,  I  sent  this 
'  morning  the  note  I  have  the  htmour  to  in- 
'  close,  to  the  Spanish  Admiral ;  and  have 
'  not  a  doubt  that  it  will  touch  their  feelings, 
'  and  convince  them  that  no  delay  must  be 

*  made. 

*  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  have  their 
'  liOrdships'  approbation  in  my  endeavours 
'  to  release   a  thousand  good  seamen,  who 

*  may  do  considerable  service  to  their  king 
'  and  country. 

*  I  have  the  sincere  satisfaction  to  assure 

*  their  Lordships,  that  the  five  Spanish  men- 
'  of-war    are   as  fine  ships    as  ever  swam. 

*  They  are  now  completely  refitted,  manned, 

*  and  put  in  the  line  of  battle,  and,  I  will 
'  answer  for  them,  wUl  do  their  duty  as 
'  English  men-of-war,  should  the  enemy  give 

*  them  an  opportunity.' 
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*  TO   ADHIBAL   DON   JUAN   DE    LANGARA. 

■  Gibnltar,  «th  February,  1780. 
'  Admiral  Rodney  presentB  his  complimeiits  to 
'  Senor  Don  Juan  de  Langara,  and  will  have 
'  great  pleasure  in  coinpl3ang  with  his  desire 
'  relative  to  the  release  of  the  three  friars 
'  belonging  to  the  Capuchins'  mission  for  the 
'  province  of  Cimiana,  should  those  £iars  be 

*  in  the  fleet. 

*  The  Admiral,  whose  inclination  is  ever  to 
'  alleviate  the  misfortunes  of  war,  by  shewing 
'  every  respect  and  attention  to  those  brave 
'  men  who  have  done  their  duty  to  their  king 
'  and  country,  is  und^  the  necessity  of  in- 

*  forming  Senor  Don  Juan  de  Langara,  that 
'  the  release  of  himself  and  the  Spanish 
'  officers  entirely  depends  upon  Spain's  im- 

*  mediately  releasing  all  the  British  prisoners 
'  now  in  her  power.    An  equal  number  of 

*  prisoners  will  be  returned  for  those  sent  by 

*  Spain. 

'  Humanity  obliges  the  Admiral  to  offer 

*  those  prisoners  who  are  now  sick,  if  they 
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'  may  be  received  by  the  Spanish  General ; 

*  but  this  shall  be  the  last  time,  unless  an 

*  exchange  takes  place.* 


'  Don  Juan  de  Langara  presents  his  respects 
'  to  his  Excellency,  Admiral  Rodney,  and 
'  returns  thanks  for  his  offer  of  releasing  the 
'  three  ecclesiastics,  whose  president's  me- 
'  morial  was  transmitted  to  him. 

'  He  observes  what  his  Excellency  says 
'  respecting    the  Spanish    officers'    release ; 

*  also  what  relates  to  the  sick ;  on  which  sub- 
•ject  he  can  only  inform  his  Excellency, 
'  (as  he  has  done  before  through  Admiral 
'  Digby,)  that  he  has  written  to  Spain,  com- 
'  municating  what  was  imparted  by  that  gen- 
'  tleman,  and  believes  he  will  very  shortly 
'  have  an  answer,  of  which  he  will  give  notioe 

*  to  his  Excellency. 

'  The  Spanish  General  again  repeats  his 
'  respects  to  Admiral  Rodney/ 
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'  TO  ADMIRAL   DON    JUAN    D£  LANGARA. 

'  SandiDich,  10th  February,  1780. 
•  Gibraltar  Bay. 

*  The  delay  of  your  court  in  restoring  the 
'  subjects  of  the  king,  my  master,  to  that 
'  liberty  so  justly  their  due,  after  more  than 
'  one  thousand  Spanish  prisoners  have  been 

*  delivered  without  returnii^  even  one 
'  British  subject,  is  such  a  contempt,  as 
'  behoves  me,  as  a  British  Admiral,  to  act 
'  becoming  a  faithiiil  and  diluent  servant 
'  to  my  royal  master.  All  prisoners,  there- 
'  fore,  whatever  rank  they  may  have,  I  am 
'  determined  shall  be  conveyed  to  England  in 

*  his  Majesty's  ships.  I  am,  therefore,  under 
'  the  necessity  of  acquainting  you,  that  proper 

*  accommodations  shall  immediately  be  made 
'  for  you  and  your  equipage  on  board  one  of 
'  his  Majesty's  ships,  and  proper  boats  will 
'  attend  to-morrow  morning  to  receive  your- 

*  self,  your  ba^;age,  and  servants  to  embark 

*  for  England.  Proper  attention  shall  like- 
'  wise  be  paid  to  all  those  brave  officers  who 
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'  had    the  honour    of    serving    under    your 

*  command. 

Beliere  me,  Sir,  I  feel  most  sensibly  for 

*  your  situation — so  near  your  country  and 
'  family,  and  neglected  by  those  who  ought 
'  to  have  shewed  every  respect  due  to 
'  a  brave  officer,  who  has  so  gallantly  dis- 

*  charged  the  duty  he  owed  his  king  and 
'  country.  Nothing  can  alter  this  determi- 
'  nation  but  the  release  of  all  the  British 
'  prisoners  of  war  before  my  leaving  this 
'  place,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  possible.* 


'  TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  ADMIRAL  RODNEY. 

'  GLbnllar.Febrnsry  lltb,  1780. 

*  With  the  greatest  satisfaction,  I  have  this 

*  moment  received  from  the  CommandCT-in- 
'  chief  of  the  camp  at  St.  Roque,  the  letter 

*  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  in  which  is 
'  written  an  article  of  the  King  my  master's 
'  orders,  despatched  by  the  minister  of  war, 
'  Count  de  Reila. 

'  By  this  document,  your  Excellency  will 

*  perceive  the  good  disposition  of  my  court  to 
Vol.  I.  R 
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'  cany  into  execution  the  exchange  of  pii- 
'  sonars  ;  and  how  greatly  the  good  treatment 
'  has  been  esteemed,  which  I  reported  that 
'  myself  and  officers  had  received  from  youi 
'  Excellency,  is  manifested  by  the  contents 

*  of  the  said  orders. 

'  Likewise,  your  Excellency  will  see  by 
'  the  General  of  the  camp's  letter,  that  to- 

*  morrow,  at  12  o'clock,  the  prisoners  who  are 
'  in  that  neighbourhood  will  come,  and,  as  I 
'  calculate,  from  the  distance  and  bad  roads 
'  at  this  season,  those  at  Cordova  will  arrive 

*  at  the  latest  in  a  fortn^ht. 

'  In  virtue  of  this  security,  which  can  leave 

*  no  doubt  of  the  carrying  into  execution  the 

*  exchange  of  prisoners,  I  do  not  doubt  your 

*  Excellency  will  fulfil  your  proposal  with 
'  respect  to  the  exchange  of  the  Spaniards, 

*  and  permiasiou  for  all  the  officers  to  go  t« 

*  Spain  on  parole  of  honour,  as  your  Excel' 

*  lency  offered  me. 

'  The  said  article  of  the  King  my  master's 
'  orders  appears  to  be  confined  to  the  British 
'  officers  and  midshipmen  that  navigated  the 

*  St.  Julien.      As  this  disposition  of  the  King 

*  my  master  bears  the  same  date  as  the  pro' 
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'  positioQ  which  the  Director-General  of  the 

*  Spanish  fleet  made  for  the  exchange  of  all 

*  the  Ei^Ush  prisoners,  and  merely  in  con- 
'  sequence  of  the  liberty  given  to  five  officers 
'  of  the  said  ship,  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that 

*  likewise  all  the  English  prisoners  that  are 
'  in  the  dominions  of  Spain  will  be  given 

*  up,  upon  which  t  also  write  to-day  to  my 

*  court. 

'  Frtnn  this  certain  conclusion,  lully  mani- 

*  fested  by  the  resolution  the  General  of  tiie 
'  camp  has  taken   of  immediately  sending 

*  the  prisoners  under  his  orders,  I  take  upon 
'  me  to  offer  your  Excellency  that  the  whold 

*  of  them  shall  be  transmitted,  or  that  I  wilt 
'  appear  in  any  part  of  his  British  Majesty*^ 

*  dominions  that  your  Excellency  may  ap- 

*  point,  till  it  be  fdlfilled. 

*  I  make  your  Excellency  a  fresh  offer  of 
'  my  obedience  and  true  desire  to  serve  you ; 
'  and  that  God  may  preserve  your  Excellency 

*  many  years. 

*  Juan  de  Lanqara.' 
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'  TO  LIEVT.-OENERAL   DON  JUAN  DE  LANOAEA. 

•  nth  Febnury,  1780. 

'  MoBt  Excellent  Sir, — I  transmit  to  your 
'  Excellency    the    sealed    letter    which   the 

*  Marquis  Consalez  di  Castijon  sent  you  under 
'  my  cover,  advising  me,  as ,  I  informed  your 
'  Excellency,   that  it  is  in  answer  to  your 

*  letter  through  me  communicated,   the  ac- 

*  qount  of  the  engagement  your  squadron  had 
'  with  the  British.    Since  the  Governor  has 

*  told  your  Excellency  he  has  no  difficulty  in 

*  your  receiving  it,  mine  is  removed.  We 
'  should   esteem    the    favour    by    reciprocal 

*  conduct  and  good  faith,  that  which  my  court 
'  has  made  evident  on  all  occasions,  with 
'  respect  to  the  directions  given  for  the  ex- 
'  change  of  prisoners,  and  transmission  which 
'  the  King  has  ordered  to  Gibraltar  of  the 

*  English  officers  and  midshipmen,  by  the 

*  following  article  of  a  letter,  which,  by  his 
'  Majesty's  order.  Count  Heila  wrote  me, 
'  dated  the  1st  of  this  month. 

'  "  It  being  proper  to  correspond  with  the 
'  "  conduct  which  the  Ei^lish  have  main- 
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*  *'  tained  witli  our  officers,  prisoners,  whom 
'  "  they  have  not  only  treated  with  the 
'  "  greatest  distinction  and  urbanity,  but  have 

*  "  also  remitted  them  to  your  camp  under 
'  "  their  parole  of  honour ;  it  is  his  Majesty's 
'  "  pleasure,  that  when  the  officers  and  mid- 

*  "  shipmen  taken   in  the  St.  Julien  (which 

*  "  after  Don  Juan  de  Langara's  engagement 

*  "  got  into  Cadiz)  arrived  at  St.  Roque,  your 
'  "  Excellency  is  to  shew  them  all  possible 
'  "  respect,  that  they  may  experience  reci- 

*  "  procal  treatment,  sending  them  imme- 
'  "  diately  to  Gibraltar  under  the  same  con- 
'  "  ditions,  and  in  the  same  manner,  aa  they 

*  "  sent  ours  to  the  camp." 

*  With  this  intelligence,  your  Excellency 
'  may  shew  this  to  the  commander  of  the 

*  British  garrison  and  squadron,  and  acquaint 
'  thein  that  for  some  days  I  have  waited  with 
'  impatience  the  arrival  of  the  said  officers 
'  and  midshipmen,  not  only  to  comply,  as  is 
'  my  duty,  with  the  King  my  master's  orders, 

*  but  to  correspond  with  their  urbanity, 
'  giving  them  fresh  proofs  of  my  attention. 

*  In  order  to  maintain  reciprocal  good  faith, 

*  I  shall  use  all  possible  power  that  depends 
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*  upon  me ;  and  am  determined  tq  aend  to 

*  Gibraltar  some  English  seamen  lately  taken, 

*  now  in  Algeziras,  which  shall  be  put  in 

*  execution  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow.   Our 

*  vessel  that  conducts  them  shall  sail  from  the 
-'  bridge  into  the  middle  of  the  bay,  to  deliver 
'  them  to  the  English  vessel,  such   vessel 

*  carrying  a  white  flag  on  the  topmast  head, 

*  as  usual,  to  be  mutually  known,  which  you 

*  may  agree  on  my  part  with  those  gentlemen, 
'  that  it  may  be  executed  on  theirs,  if  agree- 
f  able  to  them. 

*  I  have,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
'  Mabtin  Alvabez  di  Sotto  Mayor*.' 


•  TO   HIS   EXCELLENCY   ADMIRAL    RODNEY. 

'  Gibnllar,  February  lltb.  1780. 
*  Most  Excellent  Sir. 

'  Dear  Sir, — In  answer  to  the  letter 
'  which  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  wrfle 
'  to  me  to-day,  I  am  to  inform  you,  that  I 

*  The'  Editor  regrets  th&t  he  has  not  been  able  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  this  letter  in  the  origioal  language,  as  the  tranalation  ii 
evident^  a  vet;  unperbct  goe. 
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'  apprehend  my  court  does  not  know,  nor 

*  did  I  till  now,  the  number  of  Spanieh  pri- 

*  soners  enlarged,  nor  that  the  time  which  has 

*  elapsed  between  the  1st  instant  and  WfW, 
'  has  been  sufficient  for  the  English  priaon- 
'  erg  in  Spain  to  have  arrived. 

'  As  your  Excellency  knows,  I  wrote  to 

*  my  immediate  superior  officer,  the  Director- 
'  General   of  the  Ring  my    master's   fleet. 

*  He  answered  me,  as  I  told  your  Excellency, 

*  that  he  had  written  to  the  Captain-General 

*  of  the  province,  and  that  he  had  given 
'  orders  for  their  being  most  expeditiously 
'■  sent.  If  in  effect  it  became  necessary,  or 
'  is  regular,  to  have  the  approbation  of  the 

*  court,  still  the  prisoners  will  not  experience 
'-  delay ;  and  I  expect,  with  painful  apprehen- 
'  sion,  that  they  may  think  I  have  acted  im- 
'  properly,  if,  on  their  arrival,  the  exchange  is 
'  firustrated  by  our  prisoners  being  carried 
'  away.  I  am  much  obliged  by  the  honour 
'  your  Excellency  is  pleased  to  bestow  aa 
*■  me,  and  for  your  condolence  for  my  melan- 

*  choly  situation ;  and  from  these  sentiments, 
'  I  place  the  greatest  confidence  in  your 
<  generous  humanity,  considering  the  weak 
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State  of  my  health,  and  the  urgent  necessity 
'  of  re-establishing  it,  being  greatly  reduced 
'  by  several  bleedings  necessary  for  the  cure 
'  of  my  wounds  in  the  action,  and  an  attack 
'  of  the  scurvy  under  which  I  labour,  which 
'  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  go  to  sea, 
'  without  a  violation  of  every  law  of  huma- 

*  nity ;  for  which  reason  I  entreat  your  Ex- 
'  cellency,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  grant 
'  me  permission  to  pass  to  Spain  upon  my 

*  parole  of  honour,  to  give  attention  to  the 
'  re-establishment  of  my  health,  or  at  least  to 

*  remain  at  Gibraltar  till  the  exchange  takes 
'  place :  and  that  your  Excellency  will  please 
'  for  that  end  to  leave  some  Spanish  prisoners 
'  here,  that  I  may  not  be  reduced  to  the 

*  necessity  of  suffering  the  violence  of  em- 
'  barking  in  a  weak  state  that  does  not 
'  permit  it. 

'  If  to  attend  on  my  person,  your  Excel- 

*  lency  will  deign  to  leave  the  captain  of  my 
'  ship,  Don  Juan  di  Milgarigo,  my  major, 

*  Don  Juan  Joseph  Garcia,  and  his  aide- 
'  de-camp,  Don  Juan  Smith,  to  share  the 
'  same  lot  with  me,  and  under  the  same  con- 

*  ditions,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  particular  favour, 
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*  for  which  I  shall  lie  under  a  constant  obli- 

*  gallon  to  your  Excellency,  whose  life  I  pray 
'  God  to  preserve  many  years. 

'  I  kiss    your    Excellency's    hand, — your 

*  most  attentive  and  certain  servant, 

'  Juan  DE  Lanoaba.* 


'  TO  ADMIRAL    DON    JUAN    DE    LANOABA. 

'  SanduncA,  Gibraltar  Bay, 
•  February  12th,  1780. 

'  Sir,— I  am  this  moment  honoured  with  the 
'  receipt  of  both  your  Excellency's  letters  of 
'  yesterday's  date.  Nothing  can  give  me  more 
'  pleasure  than  having  it  in  my  power  to 
'  shew  my  high  regard  for  your  Excellency, 
'  and  the  gallant  officers  who  had  the  honour 
to  serve  under  your  command.  To  alleviate 
'  the  miseries  and  calamities  that  attend  on 
'  war,  as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
'  duty  of  officers  entrusted  with  great  com- 
•  mauds,  humanity,  as  well  as  national  cha- 
'  racter,  demands  at  their  hands. 

'  That  this  has  ever  been  the  characteristic 
'  of  the  British  nation  is  well  known  to  the 
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<  whole  world.    Spanish  honour  has  likewise 
'  ever  been  proverbial  with  us. 
*  I,  therefore,  cannot  doubt,  since  I  had  the 

*  honour  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  let- 

*  ters,  but  that  his  Catholic  Majesty,  your 
'  royal  master,  will  give  orders  for  the  release 
'  of  all  the  King  my  master's  subjects  now 
'  prisoners  of  war  in  his  dominions. 

'  I  am  extremely  sorry  to  heEu*  that  your 
'  Excellency's  health  has  been  so  much  im- 
'  paired,  and  your  wounds  not  yet  perfectly 

*  healed.  I  hope  your  return  to  the  Mar- 
'  chionesa  and  your  friends  will  contribute 
'  soon  to  restore  both. 

'  I  have  myself  sincere  satisfaction  in  re- 

*  questing  you  to  write  to  her  Excellency 
'  with  despatch,  acquainting  her  that  your 
'  stay  at  Gibraltar  will  be  no  longer  than  the 

*  formality  required  in  signing  the  parole  of 

*  honour  for  yourself,  and  the  other  Spanish 
'  officers  signing  theirs. 

'  Permit  me,  Sir,  to  congratulate  you  upon 

*  the   deserred    honour   your  Sovereign  has 

*  bestowed  upon  you  since  your  engagement 
'  with  the  British  fleet. 

'  That  health  to  enjoy  it,  with  every  hap- 
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*  pinesa,  may  long  attend  you,  is  the  fervent 

*  prayer  of  him  who  has  the  honour  to  be, 

*  &c.  &c.  &c. 
'  G.  B.  Rodney.' 


*  TO  Hia  EXCELLENCY  ADHIBAL  RODNEY. 

'  Gibraltar,  Feb.  12th,  1780. 

*  Most  Excellent  Sir, — By  your  Excellency's 
'  obliging  letter  of  this  day's  date,  I  find  you 
'  are  pleased  to  permit  me  to  pass  to  Spain 
'  for  the  re-establishment  of  my  health,  as 
'  well  as  to  grant  leave  for  all  my  officers  to  go 

*  and  rest  themselves  after  their  fatiguing 
'  cruises. 

'  I  return  your  Excellency  my  best  thanks 

*  for  dii»  mark,  of  favour,  and  for  the  kind 
^  expressions  you  so  particularly  honour  me 

*  with  on  the  present  occasion,  as  well  as  on 
'  that  of  my  promotion,  for  which  I  am  in- 

*  debted  to  my  King's  gracious  bounty. 

'  I   instantly  complied   with  your  Excel- 

*  lency's  desire,   by  acquainting   the  Mar- 

*  ehiouess  of  this  transaction,  that  she  may 
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'  be  sensible  of  your  Excellency's  kindness 
'  towards  her ;  and  I  promise  your  Excellency 

*  my  best  offices,  during  the  war,  in  behalf  of 

*  the  British  prisoners,  and  even  that  of  their 
'  exchange. 

'  With  the  greatest  satisfaction  I  tender 

*  your  Excellency  my  best  respects,  hoping 
'  you  will  honour  me  with  your  orders,  and, 

*  as  I  judge  I  may  pass  to  the  camp  of  St 
'  Roque  to-morrow,  you  will  please  to  lay 
'  your  commands  on  me,  in  full  confidence  of 
'  my  most  sincere  desire  to  obey  them. 

'  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
*  Juan  de  Lanoaea.' 


Thus  terminated  the  correspondence  of 
these  two  brave  commanders,  than  which 
nothing  can  be  more  touching  or  more  wor- 
thy of  admiration.  Who  could  read  without 
emotion  the  letter  of  Don  Juan,  resigned,  yet 
dignified  in  the  midst  of  his  misfortunes, 
wherein  he  solicits  permission  for  himself  and 
his  officers  to  return  to  Spain  on  their  parole, 
for  recovery  and  repose  after  their  gallant 
but  unsuccessful  exertions?  and  what  Briton 
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would  not  glory  in  his  countryman  Sir  (Jeorge 
Rodney's  courteous,  humane,  and  generous 
reply? 

On  the  1 3th  of  Febraary ,  Sir  Geoi^e,  having 
relieved  Minorca,  and  landed  the  provisions 
and  stores  at  Gibraltar*,  sailed  from  the  bay 
to  fulfil  the  ulterior  object  of  the  service  he 
was  charged  with,  and  arrived  at  St.  Lucie 

*  During  the  continuance  of  the  squadron  at  Gibraltar,  the 
Spanish  Admira],  Langara,  paid  a  visit  to  AdminJ  Digby,  and  vas 
presented  to  hb  Royal  Highness  Prince  William  Henry.  During 
the  conference  between  the  Admirals,  Prince  WiUiam  retired ;  but 
when  it  was  intimated  that  Don  Juan  wished  to  return,  his  Royal 
Highness  ^ipeared  in  his  character  of  midshipman,  and  respect- 
fiiUy  informed  the  Adminil  that  the  boat  was  ready.  The  Spanish 
Admiral,  astonished  to  see  the  son  of  a  monarch  doing  the  duty 
of  a  petfy  officer,  exclaimed, '  Well  does  Great  Britain  merit  the 
*  eminre  of  the  seas,  when  the  humblest  stations  of  her  navy  are 
■  filled  by  Princes  of  the  blood  1' 

Still  on  the  deep  does  Britain  reign. 
Her  Monwch  still  the  trident  bears, 
Vain-^orious  EVance,  deluded  Spain, 
Have  found  their  hostile  efforts  vain. 

Afl  the  yonng  eagle  to  the  blaze  of  day 

Undaided  and  undaunted  turns  her  eyes. 

So  unt^ipall'd,  when  glory  led  the  way, 

'Midst  storms  of  war,  'midst  mingling  seas  and  skies. 

The  genuine  offiipring  of  the  Brunswick  name 

Proved  his  high  birth's  hereditaiy  claim. 

And  the  ^tplauding  nation  hailed  with  joy 

llieir  Aitun  hero  in  the  intiqiid  boy. 

Amon.  Feb.  1780. 
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on  the  28th  of  March,  having  j^ffeviously 
touched  at  Barbadoes,  where  he  was  seized 
with  indisposition,  and  remained  on  shore  for 
some  days. 

On  the  2dth  of  the  same  month,  the  Ad- 
miral receired  the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament. 


*  TO   PHILIP   STEPHENS,   ESQ. 

*<8affdvicft,fltSea,Feb.  l&th,  1780. 
'  Please  to  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that  on 

*  the  13th  instant  I  left  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar, 
'  with  his  Majesty's  fleet  under  my  command. 
'  The  Marlborough,  luTincible,  and  Defence, 

*  arrived  the  same  day,  after  conducting  the 
'  victuallers  and  store-ships  to  Mahon.  During 
'  their  passage  to  and  from  that  ialaud,  they 
'  had  not  met  with,  or  heard  of  any  of  the 

*  enemy's  ships  cruising  in  those  seas.  In 
'  the  evening,  his  Majesty's  ship  the  Triton 
'joined  me  in  the  Gut,  after  having  con- 
'  ducted  the  convoy  and  the  money  he  was 
'  chained  with  safe  into  the  Port  of  Mahon, 
'  where  he  had  remained  two  days,  and  then 
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*  proceeded  to  join  me  with  the  Goremor's 

*  despatches.  He  reports  to  me  that  erery 
'  thing  in  that  island  was  in  perfect  security 

*  and  order. 

'  Their  Lordships  will  please  to  observe,  by 

*  the  correspondence  between  the  Spanish 

*  admiral,  the  general  who  commands  the 
'  Spanish  forces  before  Gibraltar,  and  myself^ 
'  that  I  had  given  orders  for  the  embarkation 
'  of  Senor  Langara  to  take  place  for  England, 
'  upon  the  English  prisoners  not  being  deli- 
'  Tered  up. 

'  On  the  morning  of  the  intended  embar- 
'  kation,  the  Spanish  General  sent  notice  that 
'  the  English  prisoners  were  on  their  way  to 
'  St.  Roque ;  that  he  had  received  positive 

*  orders    from  his  Sovereign  to  treat  them 

*  with  the  highest  respect  and  attention ;  that 

*  the  court  of  Madrid  were  truly  sensible  of 
'  the  humanity  and  urbanity  with  which  their 
'  officers  and  men  had  been  treated,  directing 
'  him,  and  the  Viceroy  of  the  province,  and 

*  all  his  Catholic  Majesty's  officers,  to  shew 

*  the   English  officers    the    greatest    civility 

*  and  kindness. 

'  The  Spanish  Admiral,  after  having  sent 
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'  me  his  letter,  acquainting  me  with  his 
'  extreme  ill  state  of  health,  and  the  dan- 
'  gerous  condition  of  his  wounds,  not  then 
'  healed,  as  likewise  the  General's  letter  to 

*  him  of  that  morning,  wherein  he  mentioned 
'  the  express  orders  of  his  Catholic  Majesty 
'  relative  to  the  treatment  and  respect  he  was 

*  to  shew  the  British  officers  on  his  receiving 
'  them  at  St.  Roque,  and  conducting  them  to 
'  Gibraltar,  I  thought  it  a  most  proper  time  to 
'  add  to  the  favourable  impression  which  had 
'  been  made  on  the  court  of  Madrid,  and  the 
'  Spanish  nation,  by  releasing  the  Spanish 

*  admiral  and  his  officers  on  their  parole  of 
'  honour. 

*  None  of  the  common  prisoners  had  been 

*  released  but  such  as  were  wounded,  or  were 
'  extremely  sick,  for  whom  receipts  were 
'  g^ven.    All  the  others,  except  500,  which 

*  are  left  at  Gibraltar  to  be  exchanged  for 
'  British  subjects,  are  now  on  board  the  fleet, 
'  on  their  passage  for  England. 

'  His  Catholic  Majesty,  since  the  news  of 
'  the  action,  has  promoted  Don  Juan  de 
'  Langara  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general.' 
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'  TO  LADY  RODNEY. 

'  Sandmch,  at  Sea. 
'  February  15tb,  1780. 

*  I  am  now  at  sea,  and  on  my  way  to  the 

*  West  Indies.    Thank.  Heaven  I  have  got 

*  from  Gibraltar,  I  hope  never  to  see  it  again ; 

*  for  I  have  not  had  one  day's  health  since  I 

*  went  there.  A  violent  cold  has  hung  by 
'  me,   and  still   I  have   it,    though    not    so 

*  bad  as  when  I  was  there.    The  weather  is 

*  now  remarkably  fine,  and  as  warm  as  the 
'  middle  of  summer  in  England. 

'  I  hope  by   this  time  that  some  of  my 

*  expresses  are  arrived  with  the  news  of  our 
'  success.  I  shall  be  impatient  till  I  hear 
'  from  you  and  my  dear  girls,  and  how  the 
'  news  was  received  in  England.     I  write  now 

*  late  at  night,  as  Admiral  Digby  and  the  fleet 
'  will  leave  us  to-morrow*,  and  it  is  uncer- 
'  tain  whether  I  can  send  a  boat. 

*  I  hope  your  new  house  is  such  as  you 
'  like,  and  that  Mr.  Taylor  has  furnished  it 

■  Adnunl  Digby,  on  returning  home  witb  (he  ptixes,  fell  in  with, 
and  took  the  French  shqt  Le  ProtUe,  64  guns,  and  carried  her  to 
Ea^and. 

Voi_L  S 
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'  with  better  materials  than  those  he  sent  to 
'  me.    All  my  chairs  are  broken. 

'  John  is  well.    I  will  make  him  a  lieute- 
'  nant,  and  send  him  into  a  &hip  where  he 

*  must  learn  his  duty.     He  has  already  learnt 

*  to  stand  fire,  and  behaved  very  well. 

'  Remember   me   to  my    dear   girls,    and 

*  poor  Loup*.     Kiss  them  for  me.     I   hope 
'  they  were  pleased  with  my  letter.    Adieu.' 


'  FROM    LADY   RODNEY. 

'  LoDdon,  FebniwrSSd,  1790. 
'  Captain  Wtdsingham  called  upon  me  yes- 
.'  terday,  and  very  obligingly  offered  to  convey 
'  any  despatches  of  mine  to  you.    He  talks  of 

*  leaving  Ijondon  the  latter  end  of  this  week, 

*  but  not  sailing  these  ten  days.  We  have 
'  had  80  many  different  reports  of  his  desti- 
'  nation,  that  until  I  heard  it  firom  himself, 

*  that  he  was  to  join  you  immediately,  I  was 

*  The  Admiral's  dog,  Loup,  was  of  the  FVench  fox  breed ;  and 
so  attached  was  he  to  hia  roaster,  that  when  Sir  George  left  home 
to  take  the  command  of  his  fleet,  the  faithful  animal  remained  for 
three  days  in  his  chamber,  watching  bii  coat,  lefiiung  to  take  any 
fbod  that  was  offered  him. 
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*  undetennined  whether  to  write  to  you  or 
'  not.  I  have  written  three  or  four  different 
'  times  since  you  sailed,  and  you  will  very 

*  possibly  receive  all  my  letters  at  the  same 

*  time  with  this;  but  let  me  go  no  further 
'  without  informing  you  that  your  prizes, 
'  under  convoy  of  the  America,  are  safely 
'  arrived,  and  that  Mr.  Mayler  gives  a  very 
'  good  account  of  them. 

'  Every  body  is  beyond  measure  delighted, 

*  as  well  as  astonished,  at  the  great  success 
'  you  have  met  with ;  as  by  the  way  of  France, 
'  the  news  of  your  engagement  with  the  Spa- 

*  nish  fleet,  on  the  16th  of  January,  is  arrived. 

*  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  to  describe  the 
'  general  applause  that  is  bestowed  upon  you; 
<  or  to  mention  the  number  of  friends  who 
'  have  called    to   congratulate   me    on  '  this 

*  happy  event.     It  is  not  only  a  source  of 

*  gratification  to  individuals,  but  to  the  nation 
'  in  general ;  and  the  ministerial  people  feel 
'  it  very  sensibly.    It  is  a  lucky  stroke  for 

*  them  at  this  juncture.    To  say  how  happy 

*  it  has  made  me  is  impossible ;  at  the  same 

*  time,  the  cruel  suspense  of  not   hearing 
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'  under  your  own  hand,  that  you  are  safe  and 
'  well,  is  dreadfiil. 

'  The  winds  continue   in   such   points  as 

*  render  it  impossible  for  any  accounts  from 
'  you  to  reach  us ;  and  I  am  absolutely  worn 
'  out  with  expectation,  as  every  morning  pro- 
'  duces  some  fresh  reports  about  you,  and 
'  every  one  seems  eager  to  hear  of  you.  I 
'  trust  to  Heaven  that  good  news  will  soon 
'  sfttisfy  us  all. 

'  I  think  Captain  Walsingham  looks  very 
'.ill ;  and  I  fear  the  West  Indies  will  not 
'  agree  with  him.  I  hope  the  gout  in  your 
'  wrist,  of  which  you  complained  when  you 

*  wrote  last,  was  but  a  short  visiter ;  but  to 
'  your  active  spirit,  it  was  better  there  than  if 
'  it  had  been  in  your  feet,  which  would  have 
'  prevented  your  going  upon  deck. 

*  The  packet  from  Lisbon  reports,  that  you 
'  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  10th  ultimo. 
'  What  would  I  not  give  for  a  letter  ? 

'  Doctor  Moore  tells  me  that  he  has  written 

*  to  you  respecting  his  son*.  He  is  now  de- 
'  sirous  that  be  should  remain  with  you.    He 

*  The  piesent  distinguished  Admiral  Sir  Graham  Moore,  K.C.B. 
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'  is,  you  are  aware  perhaps,  on  board  one  of 

*  the  ships  in  the  West  Indies.    I  forget, 

*  however,  the  name.    Adieu,  my  dear  Sir 

*  {Jeorge,  and  beliere  me,  &c.  &c. 

'H.  R." 


The  Editor  trusts  he  may  be  pardoned  for 
inserting  the  following  letter  to  Sir  Geoi^e 
Rodney,  from  his  eldest  daughter  of  the  age 
of  thirteen.  Written  as  it  is  in  the  spirit  and 
freshness  of  youthful  simplicity,  and  filial 
fondness,  it  may  perhaps  find  favour  even 
with  the  moat  fastidious  reader. 

'  TO  ADMIRAL  SIR   GEORGE   RODNET. 

*  London,  March  4th,  1780. 
'  A  thousand  tt^anks   to  you  for  your  kind 

*  letter,  which  I  received  last  night.  Captain 
'  Thompson  brought  it  himself.  It  was  a 
'  pleasure  I  did  not  expect,  for  we  had  been 
'  expecting  news  from   you   for    some  time 

*  past,  but  I  thought  you  would  have  been  so 

*  hurried,  you  would  not  have  been  able  to 
'  have  written  to  me.  I  wrote  you  by  Captain 
'  Walsingham,  but  I  fancy  you  will  get  this 
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*  first,  80  I  will  again  wish  you  joy  of  your 
'  repeated  successes.  Every  body  almost 
'  adores  you ;  and  erery  mouth  is  full  of  your 
'  praise.  Both  your  letters  are  reckoned 
'  exceeding  good  ones.  The  Tower  and  the 
'  Park  guns  were  fired  last  Monday ;  and  that 
'  night  and  the  next  there  were  illiuainations. 
'  On  Thursday  night  there  were  northern 
'  lights  seen  ;  and  you  will  see  in  the  "  Mom- 
'  ing  Post,"  what  fine  verses  they  make  upon 
'  them  to   your  praise*.      Indeed,  there  is 

•  Amongst  the  other  comical  effusions  of  thkt  period,  wss  the 
fallowing  pasquinade.  In  allusion  to  the  drcumstance  of  the  d^ 
of  London  having  presented  Admiral  Keppel  with  their  freedom 
in  a  box  made  of  heart  of  oaJ( ;  and  Sir  Geoi^  Rodney  with  the 

Each  Admiral's  defective  part, 

Satyric  Cits,  you've  told ; 
That  cautious  Leeshore  wanted  heart. 

And  gallant  Rodney  gold. 

Your  wisdom,  London's  Council,  &r 

Our  highest  praise  exceeds. 
In  giving  each  illustrious  Tar 

The  very  thing  he  needs. 

For  Rodney  brave,  but  low  in  cash. 

You  golden  ^fts  bespoke ; 
To  Keppel  rich,  hut  not  so  rash. 

You  gave  a  heart  of  oak. 

The  foregoing  lines  would  not  have  found  aplace  in  these  psgcs, 
oould  they,  in  the  remotest  d^ree,  have  affected  the  chancter  of 
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'  nothing  but  what  they  find  matter  to  make 
'  verses  upon  about  you.     There  are  a  great 

*  number  of  songs  going  about  the  streets; 
'  the  choruses  always,  "  Brave  Rodney  for 
'  ever."  I  assure  you,  I  have  had  the  curiosity 
'  to  buy  them ;  such  rhymes  I  never  saw ;  and 
'  if  they  were  not  about  you,  I  am  sure  I 
'  should  not  have  patience  to  read  them.    I 

*  congratulate  you  upon  the  thanks  of  both' 
'  Houses  of  Parliament.     It  is  nothing  new 

*  to  you,  as  you  had  them  last  war.  I  have 
'  loved  Lord  North  ever  since  he  spoke  in 
'  the  House  about  you.  I  hear  the  King  is 
'  exceedingly  pleased  with  you.  He  said  at 
'  the  drawing-room,  that  he  knew  when  Rod- 

*  ney  was  out,  every  thing  would  go  well. 
'  Lord  Oxford  told  it  to  mamma,  at  the 
'  Duchess  of  Chandos's  last  night.  I  have 
'  had  a  great  many  people  wish  me  joy  at 
'  the  dancing  academy,  and  at  other  places 
'  where  I  have  been — very  pleasant  it  is. 

s  gallant  officer,  who,  in  the  preceding  year,  had  personiilly 
recmed  the  thanks  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament  *  for  his  dis- 
'  tiiq^uiahed  courage,  conduct,  and  ability  in  defending  this  king- 
'  dom  in  the  course  of  last  snmmer ;  effectnally  protecting  ber 
'  trade ;  and,  more  particularly,  for  his  having  gloiiously  upheld 
'  the  booouT  of  the  Britiah  flag,  on  the  S7th  and  26th  of  Julylast' 
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'  My  brother  Greorge  and  Captain  Thomp- 

*  son  dined  here  last  Wednesday ;  and  the 
'  latter  told  me  he  was  going  to  Gibraltar  as 
'  soon  as  possible,  to  try  to  catch  you,  to  take 
'  the  thanks  to  you.  I  shall  get  this  letter, 
'  and  one  to  brother  John,  ready  for  him.  I 
'  am  very  glad  to  hear  brother  John  behaved 
'  so  bravely.  My  sisters  are  quite  well,  and 
'  poor  Loup  is  in  perfect  health,  and  as  fot  as 
'  when  you  left  him.  He  knows  your  name 
<  very  well ;  and  even  now,  when  he  hears  a 
'  carriage,  he  runs  to  the  door,  and  listens 
'  very  attentively.     I  am  sure  he  will  know 

*  you  when  you  come  back,  which  I  hope  will 

'  be  soon, — I  mean  when  you  have  done  some 

'  more  things  in  that  part  of  the  world  you 

'  are  in  now.     I  hope  we  shall   have  more 

'  news  from  yon  soon.     Every  body  expects 

'  it  daily,  for  the  wind  is  west.     I  wish  you  a 

'  great   deal    more    success,    and    am    your 

'  affectionate  daughter, 

'  Jane.' 

'  March  6th. 

'  We  got  your  letter,  my  dear  papa,  this 

*  morning.  1  am  a&aid  you  are  worse  than' 
'  you  say  you  are,   for  you  write  very  low 
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'  spirited,  I  think.  Pray  keep  yourself  as 
'  quiet  as  you  can.  It  would  be  horrid  for 
'  you  to  have  a  fever  in  the  hot  country  you 
'  are  in,  and  people  you  do  not  know  to  wait 
'  upon  you.  But  I  will  hope  for  the  best,  and 
'  that  you  are  by  this  time  quite  well.  God 
'  bless  you,  and  send  you  health.' 


'  FROM   THE    EARL    OF  SANDWICH. 

'  Admiralty,  March  Sih,  1780. 

*  I  scarcely  know  how  to  find  words  to  con- 
'  gratulate  you  enough  upon  your  late  glo- 
'  rious  successes,  and  upon  the  eminent  ser- 

*  vice  you  have  done  your  country. 

*  The  worst  of  my  enemies  now  allow  that 
'  I  have  pitched  upon  a  man  who  knows  his 
'  duty,   and   is   a  brave,   honest,    and    able 

*  officer.  I  will  not  tire  you  with  panegyric, 
'  but  am  not  the  less  eager  in  dealing  out  to 
'  all  around  me  the  praises  due  to  your  merit. 

*  I  have  obtained  you  the  thanks  of  both 
'  Houses  of  Parliament.  In  the  House  of 
'  Lords  I  made  the  motion  myself;  and  men- 
'  tioned  what,  perhaps,  you  were  not  aware 
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'  of,  that  you  had  taken  more  line-of-battle 
'  ships  than  had  been  captured  in  any  one 
'  action  in  either  of  the  two  last  preceding 
'  wars.  I  am  also  in  hopes  that  before  Cap- 
'  tain  Walsingham  sails,  I  shall  be  able  to 
'  prevMl  on  his  Majesty  to  give  some  more 
'  substantial  proofs  of  his  approbation  of  your 
'  conduct,  than  the  very  honourable  ones  that 
'  are  conveyed  to  you  in  words  of  applause 

*  and  congratulation. 

'  You  are  now  going  to  figure  in  another 
'  climate,  where  I  hope  and  believe  you  will 
'  do  yourself  and  me  as  much  credit  as  yon 
'  have  already  done ;  but,  as  a  friend,  let  me 
'  caution  you  about  your  correspondence  in 
'  this  country.  Believe  me  that  whatever 
'  you  write  to  the  enemies  of  this  government 
'  is  perverted,  and  made  use  of  to  purposes 
'  you  do  not  mean.     It  has  been  publicly  de- 

*  clared  in  parliament,  that  the  Sandwich  was 
'  not  fit  for  service,  and  that  this  information 
'  came  from  you.  Now  as  there  is  nothing 
'  of  that  sort  in  your  official  letters,  or  your 
'  private  ones  to  me,  if  you  have  said  this  to 
'  any  other  person,  I  think  he  has  not  used 
'  you  well  in  bringing  it  out  as  an  attack 
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'  Upon  your  friends.  I  mention  this  veiy 
'  slightly,  and  merely  as   a  caution  to  you 

*  what  you  write,  and  to  whom  you  write 

*  You  cannot  conceive  the  expectations  we 
'  all  hare  here  from  the  great  beginning  yoil 

*  hare  made.     Depend  upon  it  you  shall  b^ 

*  nobly  supported ;  and  though  the  enemy, 
'  I  am  persuaded,  mean  to  make  the  West 

*  Indies  the  great  scene  of  action,  I  hope  w^ 
'  shall  be  able  to  give  you  a  superiority  of 
'  force,  or  at  least  an  equality,  which,  with 

*  your  conduct,  will  be  the  same  thing. 

'  I  fear  the  picture  you  give  of  the  faction 
'  in  your  fleet  is  too  well  drawn.  It  is  still 
'  very  prevalent  here,  but  not  what  it  was  a 
'  year  £^o.  Time  and  moderation,  in  tho86 
'  that  are  high  in  the  naval  department,  will; 

*  by  degrees,  get  the  better  of  this  bane  of 
'  our  discipline,  and  of  every  thing  that  is 
'  valuable   and   comfortable   in   the   service. 

*  I  trust  in  your  perseverance  in  discouraging 

*  it  as  much  as  I  do,  and  by  pursuing  a  steady 
'  plan  here,  and  within  your  command,  which 

*  is  now  almost  equal  to  our  force  at  home,  I 

*  doubt  not  but  that  we  shall  lay  this  many- 
'  headed  Hydra  at  last  a&leep. 
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'  I  most  exceedingly  applaud  your  resolu- 
'  tion  to  shut  your  ears  against  the  illiberal 
'  language  of  your  officers,  who  are  inclined 
'  to  arraign  each  other's  conduct.  I  have 
'  heard  some  whispers  of  the  same  kind,  but 
'  have  followed  your  example  in   giving  ho 

*  countenance  to  them,  knowing  that  they 
'  proceed  from  the  private  animosities  that 
'  now  distract  the  service.  You  have  done 
'  nobly ;  all  the  nation  is  on  your  side  col- 
'  lectively,  aad  it  must  be  excess  of  weakness 
'  among    yourselves,   if  your   own  divisions 

*  give  an  opening  to  tarnish  those  laurels 
'  which  you  have  so  justly  merited. 

'  You  have  had  a  noble  field  for  prefer- 
'  ment,  and  I  conclude  have  disposed  of  all 
'  the  numerous  recommendations  you  were 
'  loaded  with  when  you   left  this  country. 

*  I  shall  not  object  to  any  of  your  appoint- 

*  ments,  though  I  think  there  is  no  other 
'  person  in  the  service  who  would  have  met 
'  with  such  entire  support  from  this  office 
'  as  yourself.  I  told  you  that  you  might 
'  consider  me  as  a  friend,  and  that  you  would 
'  have  my  countenance  to  the  fullest  extent ; 
'  and  in  this,  and  in  every  thing  else,  you 
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'  will  always  find  that  I  sh&U  verify  what  I 
'  promise. 

*  Lieutenant  Wells,  fion  to  my  worthy 
'  friend,  will  come  out  in  some  of  the  ships 
'  that  are  to  be  under  your  command.  He 
'  is  so  young  an  officer  that  I  can  do  nothing 

*  for  him  at  home,  but  I  have  particular  rea- 

*  sons  to  wish  to  get  him  rank,  therefore  I 
'  hope  you  will  make  him  a  master  and  com- 
'  mander  as  soon  as  you  can,  upon  a  regular 

*  vacancy ;  for  if  a  friend  of  my  own  is  made 
'  irregularly,  it  makes  it  more  impracticable 
'  for  me  to  confirm  him,  than  if  he  were  in- 

*  different  to  me. 

*  I  perceive  you  cry  out  loudly  for  coppered 

*  ships,  and  I  am  therefore  determined  to  stop 
'  your  mouth.  You  shall  have  copper  enough, 

*  and  you  shall  have  every  thii^  that  I  can 
'  give  towards  proving  the  truth  and  regard 
'  with  which  I  am  your  very  sincere  friend, 

*  &c.  &c.  &c. 

'  I  am  extremely  happy  to  find  you  are  so 
'  well  pleased  with  Captain  Young.     I  should 

*  not  have  recommended  him  to  you,  if  I  had 
'  not  been  thoroughly  apprised  of  his  merit.' 
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'  FROM    THE    EARL   OF   SANDWICH. 

'  Admiralty,  March  17th.  1780. 

'  I  must,  after  my  former  letters,  still  trouble 
'  you  upon  some  detail  which  I  reserve  for 
'  this  separate  letter. 

*  Captain  Robertson,  of  the  Fortune  sloop, 
'  is  much  patronized  by  Admiral  Barrington. 
'  He  had  bard  fortune  in  being  taken  by  the 
'  enemy,  when  he  was  bringing  him  the  ac- 

*  count  of  the  taking  of  St.  Lucie.     I  could 

*  not  give  him  post  at  home,  but  shall  be 
'  particularly  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  pro- 
'  mote  him  as  soon  as  a  favourable  oppor- 
'  tunity  offers. 

'  Having  said  this,  you  must  allow  me  to 

*  add,  that  it  is  my  earnest  request,  that  you 

*  would  not  make  this  or  any  other  promotion, 
'  except  on  clear  and  fair  vacancies.  If  that 
'  the  contrary  is  done  under  an  idea  that, 
'  being  persons  under  my  patronage,  they 
'  will  meet  more  favour  than  others,  the  con- 
'  trary  will  be  found  to  be  the  fact,  and  the 
'  inevitable  consequence,  that  the  reftisal  of 
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'  confirmation  will  embroil  me  with  their 
'  friends,  and  make  them  enemies. 

'  Your  glorioxis  successes  in  your  late  Toy- 
^  age  have,  I  conclude,  cleared  you  of  most 
'  of  your  young  men  that  you  carried  out 
'  with  you.  You  will,  however,  perceive  that 
'  I  do  not  take  unreasonable  advantage  of  the 
'  friendship  I  know  you  bear  to  me,  by  load- 
'  ing  you  with  numerous  recommendations. 
'  You  will  always  find  me  moderate  in  what 

*  I  ask  of  my  friends,  but  profuse  in  com- 
'  plying  with  their  calls  upon  me. 

'  It  would  look  like  flattery  if  I  suffered  all 

*  these  letters  to  go  away  without  a  single 
'  grievance  on  my  side.  I  must,  therefore, 
'  just  mention  to  you,  that  I  am  very  sorry 
'  that  you  left  the  Edgar  in  the  Mediter- 
'  ranean.  It  has  given  us  the  trouble  and 
'  risk  of   sending  a   frigate  on    purpose  to 

*  order  her  home  immediately ;  and  if  you 
'  will  look  into  your  original  instructions, 
'  you  will  find  that  there  was  no  point  more 
'  strongly  guarded  against  than  that  of  your 

*  leaving  any  line-of-battle  ship  behind  you. 

*  Besides,    afler  having  said  that  ydu  had 

*  wdered  the  Panther  home,  because  she  lay 
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'  in  the  way  of  the  batteries,  the  continuing 
'  her  there,  and  adding  another  ship,  must 
'  have  proceeded  from  your  easiness  of  tem- 

*  per,  and  from  suffering  yourself  to  be  per- 
'Buaded  by  others,  whose  judgment  was  not 

*  so  good  as  your  own. 

'  Pray  let  me  hear  from  you  by  every 

*  opportunity,   and    be   assured    that   I   am, 

*  with  unalterable  truth  and  regard,  &c. 
'  &c.  &c. 

'  I  had  almost  foi^t  to  mention   to  you 
'  that  Lord  Cranstown  comes  out,  I  believe, 

*  one  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  Torbay.  He 
'  is  much  patronized  by  the  Attomey-Cre- 

*  neral,  who  in  these  times  deserves  particular 

*  attention  from  me.  I  must,  therefore,  add 
'  him  to  the  list  of  those  I  have  recommended 
'  to  you  for  preferment/ 


That  part  of  Sir  George  Rodney's  service 
which  places  his  merit  in  the  strongest  point 
of  view, — that  part  of  it  also  which  is  least 
known,  and  least  understood,  and,  therefore, 
worst  appreciated,  is  that  which  occurred 
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immediately  after  his  arrival  in  the  West 
Indies.  Exactly  one  month  after  his  reaching 
Barhadoes,  he  encountered  the  French  fleet, 
of  twenty-three  ships  of  the  line,  with  that 
under  his  command  consisting  of  twenty-one. 
By  a  masterly  piece  of  seamanship  he  gained 
the  wind  of  the  enemy,  which  gave  him  the 
advantage  of  choosing  his  distance ;  and  by 
another  masterly  manoeuvre  he  contrived  to 
bring  his  compact  line-of-batde  against  about 
one  half  of  the  enemy,  sailing  parallel  <»n  the 
same  tack,  so  that  the  two  fleets  being  very 
near,  with  the  weather-gage  in  favour  of  the 
British,  Sir  Geoi^  had  a  prospect  of  a  cer- 
tain and  decisive  victory,  by  putting  before  the 
wind,  and  getting  close  along  side  of  one  half 
of  the  enemy,  overpowering  them  long  before 
they  coiild  be  succoured  by  the  other  half. 
The  signal  was  accordingly  made  for  close 
battle,  and  every  ship  to  attack  her  opposite. 
Neither  of  these  signals  was  obeyed.  The 
leading  ship,  in  place  of  putting  up  the  helm, 
and  bearing  down,  made  sail  on  the  same  di- 
rection, construing  the  signal  to  mean  by  op- 
posite, not  that  immediately  to  leeward,  but 
the  corresponding  ship,  that  is,  the  headmost 
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of  the  enemy's  line.  Most  of  the  other  ships 
were  more  or  less  guilty  of  the  like  error,  so 
that  the  whole  advantage  of  the  day  ^as  Ipst; 
and  ip  place  of  a  certain  victory,  there  re* 
salted  only  a  drawn  battle. 

Never,  perhaps,  was  a  commander  placed 
i;i  more  trying  and  embarrassii^  circum- 
stances. It  was  quite  impossible  to  measure 
the  degree*  of  delinquency  of  the  great  ma- 
jority of  the  flag  officers  and  captains,  so  as 
to  bring  them  to  trial;  nor  could  he  have 
officers  enough  of  ascertained  good  conduct 
to  try  the  others ;  and  to  have  attempted  a 
number  of  courts  martial  would  h^ive  pTOve4 
the  niin  of  the  service.  All  this,  properly 
weighed  and  understood,  will  abundantly 
account  for  the  ambiguity  of  the  Admiral's 
o$cial  letter,  giving  an  account  of  the  action. 
The  impossibility  of  knowing  whether  igno- 
rance, wwt  of  zeal,  cowardice,  or  disafiTection, 
operated  most  in,  the  conduct  of  individu^kv 
juade  him  indulgently  ascribe  it  to  the  least 

^  Ttie  Albion  and  TeniUe  were  not  in  fiuilt ;  for  when  tbqr 
mode  demonatnitioiii  of  going  down,  in  compiiance  with  th^ 
mgnal,  Admir^  Parker  made  them  a  signil  to  keep  the  line. 
The  Bhipg  th&t  behaved  best  were  the  Tiident,  Ajax,  Intrepd, 
and  Montagu. 
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culpable  of  these,  namely,  ignorance ;  and  his 
lettCT  to  the  leading  captain  *  is  a  master- 
piece of  good  sentiment,  good  style,  and  the 
moat  patriotic  feelings  and  principles. 

The  decision  in  regard  to  the  treatment  of 
the  captains,  in  the  midst  of  such  delicate 
circumstances,  indicated  the  most  exquisite 
good  judgment.  What  did  he  do  1  He  singled 
out  one  of  them,  who  had  not  only,  in  common 
with  so  many  others,  disobeyed  the  signal  for 
dose  action,  but  also  most  flagrantly  those 
made  to  him  individually  to  that  purpose — 
pat  him  under  instant  arrest,  and  as  soon  as 
an  eligible  opportunity  offered,  brought  him 
to  trial,  and  he  was  broke  by  sentence  of  a 
oourt  martial.  The  effect  of  this  example 
was  admirable,  and  the  ensuing  treatment  of 
the  other  captains  broi^ht  the  fleet  into  the 
most  perfect  discipline.  This  treatment  con- 
sisted in  putting  them  under  a  long  course  of 
Baval  evolution,  in  which  good  seamanship 
and  strict  obedience  were  necessary  ;  and  the 
nature  of  the  service  most  happily  coincided 
with  this  determination  of  putting  them  to 


•  CtftoiD  Carkett,  of  the  SdrUng  CuUe. 
T  i 
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school,  as  it  were ;  for  in  the  following  month, 
May,  1780,  the  French  fleet  having  stole  to 
windward  of  Martinique,  in  order,  as  was 
said,  to  protect  a  Spanish  convoy,  he  imme- 
diately went  in  pursuit  of  them.  The  British 
fleet  weighed  from  Gros  Islet  Bay  on  the  6th 
of  May,  and  continued,  in  the  face  of  a  strong 
east  wind,  to  turn  for  six  nights  and  days 
before  clearing  the  passage,  and  getting  sight 
of  the  enemy.  This  afforded  an  incompar- 
able opportunity  for  nautical  practice ;  for 
during  all  that  time  there  was  an  incessant 
tacking,  sometimes  all  together,  but  chiefly  in 
succession — an  arduous  manceuvre  for  twenty 
sail  of  the  line.  At  the  beginnii^  of  these 
evolutions,  there  was  a  frequent  missing  of 
stays,  which  the  Admiral  lost  no  opportunity 
of  rebuking  ;  but  af^er  the  practice  of  a  few 
days  and  nights,  no  such  thing  occurred  as 
the  missing  of  stays.  That  palpable  want  of 
respect  for  command,  so  observable  in  the 
beginning  of  the  campaign,  also  disappeared. 
Though  the  Admiral,  both  by  nature  and 
habit,  was  of  a  placid  temper,  and  mild,  con- 
ciliating manners,  as  might  be  expected  of 
one  who  had  spent  much  of  his  life  in  the 
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world  of  fashion,  he  judged  it  on  this  oc- 
casion matter  of  good  policy  to  assume  a  cer- 
tain d^;ree  of  sternness  of  demeanour  *.  In 
short,  from  whateTer  cause  it  proceeded, 
whether  from  the  prompt  and  signal  example 
put  in  practice  on  one  of  themselvra,  the 
great  improTement  in  tactical  expertness,  or 
the  respect   (one   might   almost    say   fear) 

*  The  policy  pursued  by  Lord  Neltwn  fbrsecuring  tbe  obedience 
of  his  captains  was  the  rerene  of  this,  but  equally  successfHiL 
This  great  commander  cultivated  the  personal  attachment  of  those 
under  his  orders  by  familiar  and  confidential  intercourse.  After 
settling  in  his  mind  tbe  plan  of  a  campaign,  or  mode  of  attack,  he 
communicated  it  to  his  captains — sometimes  separately,  sometimes 
eollectiTely,  as  if  to  consult  them  on  the  soundness  of  what  he 
projected,  putting  the  case  to  them  rather  in  the  interrogative  and 
consulting  tone  than  as  what  he  had  decided  upon,  leaving  an 
opening  for  their  lights  and  correctians ;  and  it  is  believed,  that  he 
occauonaOy  stated  the  case  difileiently  from  what  he  had  secretly 
decided  on,  but  led  them  to  offer  an  opinion  or  advice  in  accord- 
ance with  his  real  determination,  in  order  to  pay  them  the  flattering 
compliment  of  having  amended  his  plan.  '  Your  idea,'  be  would 
■ay, '  is  the  best  of  tbe  two.'  This  illustrates  how  the  same  end 
may  be  attuned  by  difierent,  and  even  opposite  means,  according 
to  the  difference  of  circumstances.  Lord  Nelson's  c^ituns  had 
lived  with  him  in  habits  of  affectionate  personal  intercourse,  loving 
and  respecting  him.  Lord  Bodney  had  little  or  no  acquaintance 
with  the  great  m^ority  of  them,  and  bad  reason  to  believe  that 
they  neither  loved  nor  respected  bim  much ;  but  by  a  demeanour 
■mted  to  such  cnrcumstances,  he  eqnaUy  secured  the  obedience 
and  co-operation  of  his  c^itains,  after  tbe  flnt  misimderstandiog 
or  neglect  of  duty. 


:dbvGoogIe 


278  LIPfc  OP   LORD    EODNET. 

impressed  on  them  by  one  whom  they  lAOked 
upon  as  unfitted  for  such  a  command,  in  con- 
eequence  of  long  habits  of  life  in  peace, 
among  people  of  fashion  in  France  and 
England,  it  so  happened  that  during  other 
six  days  and  nights,  in  turning  in  the  face  ot 
the  enemy,  with  a  view  to  bringing  them  to  A 
decisive  action,  no  fleet  could  make  a  finer 
display  of  obedience  and  seamanship.  During 
these  six  duyo,  the  enemy  kept  their  wind  so 
strenuously,  that  they  could  not  be  reached 
except  by  indecisive  actions  on  the  Idth  and 
19th  of  that  month,  insomuch  that  the  fruit- 
less pursuit  was  given  up ;  and  the.fleet  being 
in  want  of  repair,  refreshment,  and  proper 
treatment  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  steered 
for  Barbadoes  on  the  20th. 

Before  submitting  to  the  reader  the  corre- 
spondence of  Sir  George  Rodney  relative  to 
his  encounters  with  the  French  fleet  under 
Count  de  Guicfaen,  it  will  be  proper  to  state, 
that  on  the  Admiral's  arrival  at  Barbadoes, 
from  Gibraltar,  he  could  obtain  no  informa- 
tion respecting  the  fleet  under  the  command 
of  Rear- Admiral  Parker,  that  officer  having 
neglected  to  station   any  frigates    or  small 

D,q,i,i.:dbvGoogIe 


Life  op  lord  bddney.  279 

Te^eU  to  look  oat  for  him.  This  unexpected, 
and,  as  it  happened,  unlucky  circuitastance, 
both  embarrassed  and  chagrined  him  exceed- 
ingly. He  joifaed  him  at  length  at  St.  Lucie, 
and  took  upon  himself  the  command  of  his 
Majesty's  fleet  in  those  seas. 


'  TO    PHILIP    STEPHENS,    ESQ. 

'  SmidwuA,  OroB  Islet  Bay, 
'  28Ui  Much,  1780. 

'  Inclosed  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  for 
'  their  Lcffdships*  inspection,  the  copy  of  an 
'  order  I  gave  Captain  Uredale,  to  employ 
'  his  Majesty's  ships  during  the  time  I  re- 
'  inained  at  Barbadoes,  uncertain  where  to 

*  find  the  fleet.  Just  before  the  information 
'  was  received  upon  which  the  order  was 
'  founded,  I  had  been  carried  very  ill  on 
'  shore ;    and    as   whatever   success   might 

*  attend  the  ships  being  sent  depended  on 

*  despatch,  I  ordered  the  senior  captain  in- 
'  stahtly  to  proceed  on  a  service  I  thought 
'  might  turn  out  of  great  public  utility, 

'  I  flatter  myself,  that  if  the  Alert  had  been 
'  ordered  to  have  leil  a  duplicate  of  the  in- 
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'  telligence  he  brought  to  Mr.  Parker  of  the 

*  departure  of  the  armament  from  Brest  for 

*  me  at  Barbadoes  (from  which  island  he 
'  sailed  two  days  before  my  arriTal),  or  I  had 

*  found  a  rendezvous  or  intelligence  where 

*  his  Majesty's  fleet  in  these  seas  were  em- 
'  ployed,  I  should  have  joined  Mr.  Parker 

*  time  enough  to  have  prevented  the  junction 
'  of  the  above  armament  with  the  ships  at 

*  Port  Royal. 

"  B&rbadoes,  20th  March,  1780; 

"  By  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney, 
"  Rear-Admiral  of  the  White,  and 
"  Commander-in-Chief,  &c.  &c. 

"  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to 
"  proceed  with  the  ships  named  in  the  mar- 
"  gin*  (whose  captains  have  my  orders  to 
"  put  themselves  under  your  command),  and 
"  proceed  without  a  moment's  loss  of  time  to 
"  the  north  of  this  island ;  and  to  stretch  from 
"  thence  into  the  latitude  of  Guadaloupe; 
"  between  which  latitudes  you  are  to  cruise 
"  for  five  days,  in  such  manner  as  from  cir- 
*'  cumstances  you  shall  judge  most  likely  to 

*  Ajax,  Sandwich,  Montagu,  Terrttile,  Intreind,  and  Al«it 
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'  enable  you  to  intercept  a  large  convoy  of 
'  transports,  with   French  troops  on  board, , 

*  which  I  have  reason,  firom  very  good  in- 
'  telligence,  to  suppose  are  almost  hourly  ex- 
"  pected  to-  arrive  at  Martinique,  under  the 
'  convoy  of  four  men-of-war ;  but  notwith- 
'  standing  this  intel%ence,  should  you  find 
'  this  convoy  to  be  under  a  force  too  superior 
'  for  you  to  attack  with  prudence,  you  are  to 
'*  avail  yourself  of  that  superiority  of  sailing, 
'  which  all  the  ships  under  your  command, 
'  being  sheathed  with  copper,  and  your  own 
'  judgment,  will  give  you,  to  draw  the  enemy 
'  down  towards  Rear-Admiral  Parker,  whom 
'  I  have  reason  to  expect  you  will  find  cruising 
'  to  windward  of  that  island;  detaching  the 

*  smallest  vessel  under  your  command,  if  pos- 
'  sible,  to  find  out,  and  previously  to  acquaint 

*  him  with  your  situation. 

"  At  the  expiration  of  which  time,  or 
"  sooner,  should  you  be  undoubtedly  in- 
"  formed  that  the  said  convoy  is  got  in,  you 
"  are  to  rejoin  me  in  this  bay. 

"  To  Captain  Uvedale, 
"  His  Majesty'B  ship,  Ajax." 
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*  FROM  GENERAL  TAUGHAN. 

'  St  Lueift,  April  25di,  ITSO. 
[EXTKACT.] 

*  Intelligence  having  been   receiTed   of   the 

*  t'rench  fleet  hiooring  from  Fort  Royal,  Sir 
'  George  Rodney  immediately  put  to  sea ;  and 
'  as  openings  might  offer  of  viewing  the  enemy's 
^  islands,  affording  the  troops  sUch  support 

*  as  they  might  require,  or  of  contributing  in 

*  ahy  meiaaure  to  the  service,  I  accompanied 
'  him  in  the  Sandwich,  which  bore  the  most 

*  distinguished  share  in  the  action  that  hap- 
'  pened  on  the  17th  instant.  No  ship  could 
'  have  been  led  on  with  more  gallantry ;  ilor 

*  do  the  annals  of  the  navy  record  a  greater 
'  character  than  Sir  George  supported,  in 
'  setting  the    noblest  of  examples :    but  to 

*  attempt  his  praise  would  be  detracting  from 
'  his  merit,  which  surpasses  applause. 

'  Your  Lordship  will  allow  me  to  add,  that 
'  the  height  of  my  ainbition  will  be  the  op- 
'  portunity  of  promoting  his  Majesty's  service, 

*  to  which  all  my  endeavours  shall  be  exerted. 

*  To  Loid  Geoige  Gennaine.' 
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Previously  to  Sii"  George  Rodney's  junction 
with  Rear-Admiral  Parker,  the  French  fleet 
had  paraded  for  several  days  before  St. 
Lucia,  ^th  twenty-^Te  ships  of  the  line,  and 
eight  frigates,  ftill  of  troops,  and  were  in  hopes 
of  surprising  the  island ;  but  they  were  dis- 
appointed in  their  Tiews  by  the  good  disposi- 
tion made  of  the  troops  by  General  Vaughan, 
and  of  the  ships  by  Rear-Admiral  Parker. 


•  to   FBILIF   STEPHENS,   ESQ. 

'  Sandwich,  Fort  Royal  Bay, 
*  April  26th,  1781). 

'  The  enemy  retired  into  Fott  Royal  Bay  a 
'  feW  hours  before  my  arriTal  at  Gros  Islet 

*  Bay,  on  the  27th  of  March. 

'  As  soon  as  the  fleet  could  be  possibly  got 

*  ready,  I  determined  to  return  their  visit,  and 
'  offer  them  battle ;  and  accordingly,  on  the 
'  2nd  of  April,  proceeded  with  the  whole  fleet 

*  off  Fort  Royal  Bay,  whefe  for  two  days  I 
'  offered    the  enemy  battle,  the  fleet  being 

*  near  enough  to  count  all  their  guns,  and  at 

*  times  within  random  shot  of  some  of  their 
'  forts.    Monsieur  de  Guichen,  notwithstaud- 
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'  ing  hia  superior  numbers,  chose  to  remain 
'  in  port.     I  thought  it  most  proper,  for  his 

*  Majesty's  service,  to  leave  a  squadron  of 
'  copper-bottomed  ships  to  watch  the  motions 
'  of  the  enemy ;  and  to  give  me  timely  notice 
'  should  they  attempt  to  sail.  With  the  other 
'  I  anchored  in  Gros  Islet  Bay,  ready  at  a 
'  moment's  warning  to  cut  or  slip,  in  order  to 
'  pursue  or  engage  the  enemy,  should  they 
'  leave  Fort  Royal  Bay.     In  this  situation, 

*  both  fleets  remained  till  the  15th  instant, 
'  when  the  enemy,   with  their  whole  force, 

*  put  to  sea,  in  the  middle  of  the  night ;  im- 
'  mediate  notice  of  which  being  given  me,  I 
'  followed  them ;  and  having  looked  into  Fort 
'  Royal  Bay,  and  the  road  of  St.  Pierre's,  on 
'  the  16th,  we  got  sight  of  them  about  eight 
'  leagues  to  leeward  of  the  Pearl  Rock.  A 
'  general  chase  to  the  north-west  followed, 

*  and  at  Ave  in  the  evening  we  plainly  dis- 
'  covered  that  they  consisted  of  twenty-three 
'  sail  of  the  line,  one  fifty-gun  ship,  three 
'  frigates,  a  lugger,  and  a  cutter.  When 
'  night  came  on,  I  formed  the  fleet  in  a  line 

*  of  battle  a-head,  and  ordered  the  Venus 
'  and  Greyhound  frigates  to  keep  between 
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*  his  Majesty's  and  the  enemy's  fleets,  to 
'  watch  their  motions,  which  was  admirably 

*  well  attended  to  by  that  good  and  veteran 
'  ofiScer,  Captain  Fei^son.  The  manoeuvres 
'  the  enemy  made  during  the  night  indicated  a 

*  wish  to  avoid  battle,  which  I  was  determined 
'  they  should  not,  and  therefore  counteracted 
'  all  their  motions. 

'  At  day-light,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th, 
'  we  saw  the  enemy  distinctly  beginning  to 
'  form  the  line  a-head.  I  made  a  signal 
'  for  the  line  a-head,  at  two  cables'  length 
'  distance.      At  forty-six  minutes  after  six, 

*  I  gave  notice  that  my  intention  was  to 
'  attack,  the  enemy's  rear  with  my  whole 

*  force,  which  signal  was  answered  by  every 

*  ship   in  the  fleet.     At  seven,   a.  h.,    per- 

*  cf  iving  the  fleet  too  much  extended,  I  made 
'  the  signal  for  the  line  of  battle  at  one  cable's 
'  length  only.  At  thirty  minutes  after  eight, 
'  A.  H.,  I  made  a  signal  for  the  line  of  battle 

*  abreast,  each  bearing  from  the  other  N.  by  w., 
'  and  s.  by  £.,  and  bore  down  upon  the  enemy. 
'  This  signal  was  penetrated  by  them,  who, 
'  discovering  my  intention,  wore,  and  formed 
'  a  line  of  battle  on  the  other  tack.  I  imme- 
'  diately  made  the  signal  to  haul  the  wind, 
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'  and  fonn  the  line  of  battle  a-hea4*  M 
'  nine,  a.  m.,  made  the  signal  for  the  line  of 

*  battle  a-head,  at  two  cablea'  length,  oq  the 
'  larboard-tack. 

'  The  different  movementa  of  the  ^eniy 
'  obliged  me  to  be  very  attentiTe>  and  ^ire-tch 
'  every  opportunity  that  offered  of  attacking 

*  them  to  advantage. 

'  The  manceuTTes  made  by  his  Majesty's 
'  $eet  will  appear  to  their  liordships  by  the 

*  minutes  of  the  signals  made  before  aqd 
'during  the  action*.  At  eleven,  a.m.,  I 
'  made  the  signal  to  prepare  for  battle,  to 

*  convince  the  whole  fleet  I  wa&  deterptin^ 
'  to  bring  (he  enemy  to  an  engagenpent.  At 
'  fifty  minutes  after  eleven,  a.  h.,  I  ipade  the 
'  signal  for  every  ship  to  bear  down,  and 
'  steer  for  h^  opposite  in  the  enemy's  line, 
'  agreeable  to  the  21st  article  of  the  additioqal 

*  fighting  instructions.  At  fifty-4ve  minntea 
'  after  eleven,  a.  h.,  I  made  the  signal  for 
'  battle — ^a  few  minutes  after,  that  it  was  my 

*  intention  to  engage  close,  and,  of  course, 
'  the  Admiral's  ship  to  be  the  example.  A  few 

*  minutes  before  one,  p.  m.,  one  of  the  head- 

•  Tbr  the  mgnali  mide  b7  Sir  Geoige  Bodnef  in  tiik  Mlia^ 
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*  most  ships  began  the  action.  Atone,  p.H.,ttie 
'  Sandwich  in  the  centre,  after  haTing  received 

*  aevefal  fires  from  the  enemy,  b^an  to  engage. 
'  Perceiving  several  of  our  ships  engaging  at 
'  B,  distance,  I  repeated  the  signal  for  close 
'  action.  The  action  in  the  centre  continued- 
'  till  fifteen  minutes  after  four,  p.m.,  when 
'  Monsieur  de  Guichen,  in  the  Couronne,  in 
'  frhicb  they  had  mounted  ninety  guns,  the 

*  Triumphant,  and  Fendant,  after  engaging- 
'  the  Sandwich  for  an  hour-aud-a-half,  hoie 

*  away.  The  superiority  of  the  fire  ftom  the 
'  Sandwich,  and  the  gallant  behaviour  of  the' 

*  officers  ^d  mea,  enabled  her  to  sustain  ao 
'  unequal  a  combat ;  though  before  attacked 

*  by  them,  she  had  beat  three  ships  out  of 

*  their  tine  of  battle,  had  entirely  broke  it, 
'  and  was  to  leeward  of  the  French  fidmiral. 

*  At  the  conclusion  of  the  battle,  the 
'  enemy  might  be  said  to  be  completely  beat ; 
'  but  puch  was  the  distance  of  the  van  and 
'  the  rear  fivm  the  centre,  and  the  crippled' 
'-  condition  of  several  ships,  particularly  the 
'  Sandwich*,  which  for  twenty-four  hours  was 

*.  She  lutd  dght;  shot  in  her  hull,  thioe  of  them  between  irind 
vut  water ;  and  a  mast  shot  away.  She  expended  160  barrds  c^ 
powder,  and  3SS8  round  shot 
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*  with  difficulty   kept  above  water,  that  it 

*  was  impossible  to  pursue  them  that  night 
'  without  the  greatest  disadvantage.  How- 
'  ever,  every  endeavour  was  used  to  put  the 
'  fleet  in  order ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
'  acquaint  their  lordships,  that  on  the  20th 

*  we  ag^n  got  sight  of  the  enemy's  fleet ;  and 
'  for  three  successive  days  pursued  them,  but 
'  without  eflect,  they  using  every  endeavour 
'  possible  to  avoid  a  second  action,  and  en- 
'  deavouring  to  push  for  Fort  Royal,  Mar- 
'  tinique.  We  cut  them  off".  To  prevent  the 
'  risk  of  another  action,  they  took  shelter 
'  under  Guadaloupe.  As  I  found  it  was  in 
'  vain  to  follow  them  with  his  Majesty's  fleet 
'  in  the  condition  the  ships  were  in,  and  every 
■  motion  of  the  enemy  indicating  an  intention 
'  of  getting  to  Fort  Royal  Bay,  where  alone 
'  they  could  repair  their  shattered  fleet,  I 
'  thought  the  only  chance  we  had  of  bringing 
'  them  again  to  action,  was  to  be  off  that 
'  port  before  them,  where  the  fleet  under  my 

*  command  now  is,  in  daily  expectation  of 
'  their  arrival.     I  have  despatched  frigates  to 

*  windward  and  to  leeward  of  every  island,  to 

*  give  me  notice  of  their  approach.    Admiral 
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'  Parker  acquaints  me  that  several  ships  of 
'  the  enemy's  van  were  greatly  disabled,  and 
'  forced  to  bear  away.  His  own  ship  was 
*  damaged,    and    the    main-mast    in    great 


'  I  cannot  conclude  without   acquainting 

*  their  Lordships,  that  the  French  Admiral, 
'  who    appeared  to  me   to  be  a  brave  and 

*  gallant  officer,  had  the  honour  to  be  nobly 
'  supported  during  the  whole  action  *. 

'  Captain  Uvedale,   of  his  Majesty's  ship 
'  Ajax,  whose  state  of  health  will  not  permit 

*  him  to  remain  in  this  coxmtry,  and  Captain 
'  Bazeley,  of  the  P^;asus,  are  charged  with 

*  my  despatches,  and  will  acquaint  their  I^ord- 
'  ships  with  every  particular  they  may  wish  to 

*  know.    Inclosed  I  send  a  list  of  the  killed 
'  and  woundedf.' 


The  first  error  committed  in  this  action 
was  by  the  leading  ship,  the  Stirling  Castle, 

*  The  Admiralty  had  deemed  it  advisable  to  suppress  the  pas- 
sage which  immediately  followed  thia  paragrai^.  It  is  inserted 
in  the  note  of  page  30S. 

t  For  the  Une  of  battle,  wid  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  see 
Appendix. 

Vol.  I.  V 
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Captain  Carkett*.  First  she  attempted  to 
get  up  with  the  leading  ship  of  the  enemy ; 
and  then,  as  soon  as  she  was  fired  on,  began 
to  engage  without  closing.  In  this  kind  of 
fight,  the  enemy  had  ail  the  advantage :  he 
could  elevate  and  fire  his  weather  guns  at 
leisure,  which  being  heavy,  and  well  pointed, 
crippled  the  British  ships,  and  destroyed 
their  men;  whilst  the  British  shot  fell  short, 
without  doing  execution.  The  van,  by  ex- 
tending too  far,  weakened  the  centre.  The 
signal  for  closing  was  not  obeyed  except 
by  a  few  particular  ships.  Several  indeed 
hauled  to  windward  out  of  the  line.  The 
fire  being  soon  communicated  by  the  enemy 
from  the  van  to  the  rear,  the  Admiral  bore 
down  to  engage  the  ship  opposite.  The 
Cornwall,  one  of  his  seconds,  being  attacked 
before  she  bore  down,  received  and  returned 
the  fire  at  that  distance,  and  lost  more  men 
than  any  other  ship.     The  Yarmouth  kept 

*  It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  two  prineipel  delin- 
quents in  this  hattle,  C^ttaini  Carkett  md  Bateman,  had  both 
risen  from  the  humbler  claiwi  of  life.  Captain  Batenuw  hid 
once  been  coxswain  of  theharge  to  Admiral  Sir  Charles  Saunders. 
It  ia  fair  to  presume  that  merit  had  some  share  in  the  elevidum  of 
these  officers  to  the  higher  ranks  in  their  profession. 
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firing  to  windward  of  her  on  her  starboard 
bow,  without  judgment  or  effect.  The 
Suffolk  made  a  like  useless  noise  under  the 
Admiral's  stem.  The  Montagu  and  In- 
trepid were  almost  the  only  ships  astern  of 
the  Admiral  that  were  ever  properly  engaged. 
The  Elizabeth  hauled  out  of  the  line,  and 
exp<»ed  the  Ajax  to  two  seventy-four  gun 
ships,  so  that  she  was  obliged  to  drop  astern 
to  save  herself.  The  effort  made  by  the 
Ajax,  Terrible,  Princess  Royal,  Grafton,  and 
Trident,  put  the  enemy's  van  in  disorder,  and 
obl^ed  them  to  break  the  line,  and  take  a 
new  position.  Had  all  the  British  ships,  by 
the  example  of  the  Sandwich,  bore  down 
and  closed  with  the  enemy,  they  would  have 
suffered  much  less,  and  the  enemy  could  not 
possibly  have  stood  the  attack ;  but  so  many 
ships  keeping  aloof  in  a  dastardly  manner, 
obliged  those  next  to  them  to  act  as  if  they 
suspected  treachery  and  defection*.     Indeed, 

•  One  brave  man,  &  captain  of  a  line-of-battle  ship,  who  con- 
lesKd  that  he  suffered  himself  to  be  persuaded  by  his  affioerv  to 
keep  aloof  till  his  conscience  told  him  he  ought  to  obey  the  signal 
and  bear  donn,  acknowledged  that  himself,  and  a  great  m^ority 
of  the  captains,  deserred  to  be  shot  for  disobedience. 

ua 
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SO  open,  scandalous,  and  disgraceful  was  the 
defection  of  the  British  fleet,  as  to  bring  tears 
of  indignation  from  the  officers  on  board  the 
frigates,  as  they  viewed  the  action. 

Never  could  a  fairer  opportunity  have  been 
offered  to  Britain  of  reaping  a  glorious  and 
most  important  victory  than  was  held  out  this 
day.  Never  was  a  more  judicious  disposition 
made, — never  was  greater  skill  seen  in  draw- 
ing up  a  fleet,  nor  greater  coolness  and  in- 
trepidity shown  in  time  of  action,  than  by 
Admiral  Rodney.  Experienced  officers  ac- 
knowledged they  had  never  seen  a  more 
accurate  and  skilfiil  arrangement.  Those 
who  fought  in  his  presence  admired  his  cool, 
undaunted  bravery,  and  they  all  joined  in 
affirming  his  whole  conduct  to  have  been 
masterly,  and  worthy  of  his  rank  and  pre- 
vious character ;  and  the  tremendous  fire  of 
the  Sandwich,  and  her  unsupported  condition, 
were  the  theme  of  every  officer  and  seaman 
in  the  fleet*. 

*  During;  the  vhole  of  this  action,  a  wom&n  who  was  on  boird 
the  Sandwich  fought  a  twenty-four  pounder  gim,  and  aftenvards 
attended  the  whole  night  upon  the  wounded  men. 
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' TO  LADY  RODNEY. 

'  Baitrndoes,  May  27th,  1780. 

'  This  is  the  first  opportunity  that  has  offered 
'  since  I  wrote  by  the  Pegasus,  Captain 
'  Bazeley,  who  has,   I   hope,   by  this  time 

*  been  with  you,  and  delivered  my  letter^ 
'  and  acquainted  you  with  the  whole  trana- 
'  action  of  my  battle  with  the  French,  and 
'  the  gallant  behaviour  of  my  captains,  who, 

*  when  victory,  the  most  glorious  victory  ever 

*  obtained  by  a  British  fleet  over  the  French, 

*  was  in  their  power,  chose  to  decline  accept- 

*  ing  it,  and  to  be  passive  lookers-on.     My 

*  public  letter  will  do   them  ample  justice ; 

*  and  I  hope  the  nation  will  make  them  an 
'  example  to  posterity  of  what  those  persona 
'  deserve  who  dare  to  betray  their  country  •. 

*  The  ftdverae  fleet  were,  it  may  be  presumed,  not  insensible 
■pectators  of  the  base  and  infatuated  conduct  of  the  captains  of  the 
British  ships.  It  is  not  unlikely,  indeed,  that  some  mention  of  the 
circumstance  might  be  found  in  their  political  journals  of  that  day, 
and  that  ample  justice  ma  afforded  to  the  brave  and  almost  des- 
perate resolution  of  the  commander  of  the  Sandwich,  and  the  few 
other  ships  that  did  their  duty  properly. 

The  Marquis  de  Bouill£,  the  French  govfernor  of  Martinique, 
afterwards  pud  a  viat  to  En^and.  and  became  exceedingly  in- 
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*  As  you  must  be  anxious  to  hear  of  our 

*  further  operations,  and  what  has  tiappened 

*  since  my  last,  when  Captain  Bazeley  left  me 
'  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy's  fleet,  I  have  the 
'  pleasure  to  tell  you,  that  the  French  fleet, 
'  which  had  taken  a  large  circuit,  in  the 
'  hopes  of  avoiding  us,  by  the  good  look-out 

*  of  my  frigates,  were  discovered  to  windward 
'  of  Martinique,  endeavouring  to  steal  into 

*  that  island.  I  immediately  put  to  sea,  and 
'  got  sight  of  them,  but  no  inducement  what- 

*  ever  would  tempt  them   to   risk   another 

*  battle ;  and  for  fourteen  days  and  nights  the 
fleets  were  so  near  each  other,  that  neither 

'  officers  nor  men  could  be  said  to  have  had 

*  sleep.  Nothing  but  the  goodness  of  the 
'  weather  and  climate  could  have  enabled  us 

timate  vfith  Lord  Rodney.  This  engagement  having  on  one 
occasion  become  the  topic  of  conversation,  the  Marquis  said,  that 
one  of  his  officers  was  on  board  Count  de  Guichen'a  ship,  and 
that  the  FVench  adminl,  a]q)TBciatiiig  the  maaterijr  maocBUvre  by 
Ttuch  hii  opponent  had  contrived  to  farce  him  into  aetton,  is  well 
u  the  noble  example  he  set  in  hia  own  ship,  betnjred,  t^  his  eoim- 
tenance  and  certain  expreisiona,  the  anxiety  he  felt  for  Ibe  remit 
of  the  conflict  This  anxiety  was  in  some  manner  shared  t^  lui 
military  friend,  who,  however,  iqmn  observing  that  few  ot  tba 
British  fleet  were  disposed  to  partake  of  the  gkny  and  danger  of 
the  attack,  relieved  the  spirits  of  De  Guichen,  by  exclaiming, 

*  Counge,  Genend  I  the  English  desert  thor  commaoder.' 
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'  to  endure  so  continual  a  fatigue.  Had  it 
'  been  in  Europe,  half  the  people  must  have 
'  sunk  under  it.  For  my  part,  it  did  me  good ; 
'  and  as  I  had  given  public  notice  to  all  my 
'  captains,  &c.  &c.  &c.,  that  I  should  hoist 

*  my  flag  on  board  one  of  my  frigates,  and 

*  that  I  expected  implicit  obedience  to  every 

*  signal  made,  under  the  certain  penalty  of 

*  being  instantly  superseded,  it  had  an  ad- 
'  mirable  effect,  as  they  were  all  convinced, 

*  after  their  late  gross  behaviour,  that  they 
'  had  nothing  to  expect  at  my  hands  but 
'  instant  punishment  to  those  who  neglected 

*  their  duty.  My  eye  on  them  had  more 
'  dread  than  the  enemy's  lire,  and  they 
'  knew  it  would  be  fatal.     No  regard  was 

*  paid  to  rank — admirals  as  well  as  captains, 

*  if  out  of  their  station,  were  instantly  repri- 

*  manded  by  signals,   or  messages   sent  by 

*  frigates :  and,  in  spite  of  themselves,  I  taught 

*  them  to  be,  what  they  never  had  been  be- 

*  fore — officers ;  and  showed  them  that  an 
'  inferior  fleet,  properly  conducted,  was  more 

*  than  a  match  for  one  far  superior ;  and  that 
'  France,  with  all  her  boasting,  must  give  up 

*  the  sovereignty  of  the  sea  to  Great  Britain, 
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'  when,  with  twenty-three  sail  of  the  line 

*  opposed  only  to  nineteen,  she  did  not  dare 
'  either  to  attack  or  stand  a  battle,  but  basely 
'  fled  before  them,  and  avoided  by  all  possible 
'  means  any  rencounter ;  but  notwithstanding 

*  all  their  endeavours  to  the  contrary,  my  ran 
'  twice  had  an  opportunity  of  attacking  their 
'  rear,  as  they  passed  upon  different  tacks. 
'  The  treatment  they  met  with  made  them 
'  so  shy,  that  we  never  could  get  near  them 
'  again  ;  and  their  ships  being  all  clean,  and 
'  mine  so  very  foul,  it  was  impossible  to  follow 
'  them  with  the  least  probability  of  overtaking 
'  them  :  and  they  having  sailed  out  of  sight, 
'  and  three  of  my  ships  being  sinking,  and 

*  many  incapable  of  keeping  the  sea  lon^r, 
'  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  sending  the 

*  sinking  ships  to  St.  Lucie,  and  with  the 
'  others  put  into   Barbadoes,   to   send    the 

*  wounded  men  on  shore,  and  to  refit,  as 
'  well  as  I  can,  my  shattered  fleet,  not  ten 

*  sail  of  which  are  really  fit  to  go  to  sea. 

*  John  is  perfectly  well,  and  has  had  an 
'  opportunity  of  seeing  more  service  in  the 
'  short  time  he  has  been  from  England,  than 

*  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  the  oldest  captain  in 
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*  the  navy.  It  will  be  of  infinite  service  to 
'  him.    He  is  now  gone  on  a  cruise,  in  one  of 

*  my  frigates,  to  look  out  for  a  Spanish  tleet 
'  of  twenty  sail  of  the  line,  that  I  yesterday 

*  received  an  express  from  Commodore  John- 

*  stone  had  sailed  from  Cadiz,  on  the  28th 
'  ultimo,  to  the  West  Indies.  Two  other 
'  expresses  are  arrived  this  day  from  our 
'  friend  Johnstone,  with  the  same  news,  one 
'  of  which  saw  and  passed  the  Spanish  fleet. 

*  To-morrow  I  sail  in  quest  of  them ;  and  as 
'  the  French  fleet  have  got  into  Martinique 
'  in  a  very  shattered  condition,  I  hope  to  give 

*  a  good  account  of  the  Spaniards  before  they 
'  can  have   an    opportunity    of  joining  the 

*  French.  I  can  go  to  sea  with  only  four- 
'  teen  sail,  unless  Mr.  Walsingham  joins  me, 

*  whom  I  have  hourly  expected  for  these  six 
'  weeks  past.     Had  the  ministers  suffered  me 

*  to  have  taken  the   copper-bottomed  ships 

*  with  me  that  attended  me  to  Gibraltar,  the 
'  French  fleet  had  been  no  more,  and  Mar- 
'  tinique  must   have    fallen    again  into  our 

*  hands.     What  are  they  about?    Are  they 

*  determined  to  undo  their  country  ?  Is  it 
'  fair  that  the  British  fleet  should  be   so 
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'  inferior  to  the  French,  and  that  the  British 

*  officers  and  men  are  always  to  be  exposed 
'  to    superior    numbers  ?      What   right    had 

*  the  administration  to  expect  anything  but 
'  defeat?    They  knew,  and  sent  word  more 

*  than  four  months  since,  that  the  Brest  fleet, 
'  of  seventeen  sail  of  the  line,  was  sailed  for 

*  the  West  Indies,  and  yet  even  to  this  day 
'  no  reinforcement  has  arrived  from  Ei^land. 
'  In  all  former  wars,  upon  so  important  an 
'  occasion,  long  before  this  time,  his  Majesty's 

*  fleet  on  this  station  would  have  been  rein- 
'  forced  with  a  sufficient  fleet  to  have  driven 
'  the  enemy  out  of  these  seas.  However,  I 
'  will  do  my  duty  to  my  King  and  country, 
'  and  nothing  shall  induce  me  to  palliate  the 
'  condition  of  the  ships  under  my  command. 
'  The  whole  truth  shall  be  told  in  my  public 

*  letters,  and  let  the  blame  lie  where  it  ought. 
'  Thank  God  I  now  fear  no  frowns  of  minis- 
'  ters,  and  hope  never  again  to  stand  in  need 
'  of  their  assistance.  I  know  them  well.  All 
'  are  alike,  and  no  dependence  is  to  be  placed 
'  on  their  promises.  A  man  in  our  country  is 
'  nothing  without  being  in  parliament.  At  aU 
'  events  I  must  have  a  seat.     I  have  already 
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*  sufficient  to  pay  the  expense  of  one ;  and 
'  when  the  pursuing  the  enemy's  fleet  is  over, 

*  Z  trust  that  I  shall  have  wherewithal  to  make 
'  my  family  happy. 

'  You  may  judge  how  much  my  health  is 
'  mended,  when  in  this  climate  I  can  write  you 
'  this  long  letter,  after  the  infinite  plague  I 
'  have  undei^ne.  I  will  endeavour  to.  write 
*■  to  my  dear  girls.  Tell  Jenny  I  am  much 
'  obliged  by  her  affectionate  letter ;  but  I  wish, 

*  after  mentioning  her  sisters  and  the  family, 
'  she  would  not  forget  my  poor  dog.  I  have 
'  another  sort  of  French  favourite  now — a 
'  French  boy,  who,  during  the  battle  with  the 
'  French  fleet,  on  the  I7th  of  April,  leaped 
'  overboard  from  the  Couronne,  when  we  set 

*  her  on  fire,  and  swam  on  board  us.     Many 

*  others  perished  in  the  same  attempt.    Hu- 

*  manity  makes  me  take  notice  of  him,  poor 
'  boy ! 

'  I  have,  as  yet  received  no  public  letters. 
<  Johnstone  tells  me  in  his  letter  I  am  ap- 
'  pointed  Lieutenant- General  of  Marines.     I 

*  know  nothing  of  it. 

*  Mayler  tells  me  that  it  is  to  Taylor  that  I 

*  am  beholden  for  mentioning  my  pension  to 
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'  Lord  North.    I  totally  differ  from  him,  and 

*  wish  he  would  never  mention  me.    It  may 

*  do  harm,  and  can  never  do  me  good.    Pray 
'  tell  Mayler  so. 

*  Taylor's  son  I  have  made  a  captain,  and 
'  he  will  have  post  when  I  can  find  time  to  try 
'  Captain  Bateman,  who  has  heen  in  arrest 

*  for  quitting  his  station  in  Iine-of-batt!e  on 
'  the  17th  of  April. 

*  My  head  will  not  suffer  me  to  say  more 
'  than  that  I  am  ever  yours,  &c.  &c.  &c.' 


*  FROM  LORD  GEORGE  GERUAINE. 

'  Fall  Mall,  May  26th,  17B0. 
[EXTRACT.] 

*  My  dear  Sir, — I  congratulate  you  very  sin- 
'  cerely  upon  the    great    honour   you    have 

*  gained  in  the  engagement  of  the  I7th  of 

*  April. 

*  •  •  •  »         .   • 

'  I  cannot  finish  this  letter  without  assuring 
'  you,  that  your  conduct  sets  you  high  in  the 
'  esteem  of  your  profession,  and  of  that  of  the 
'  public ;  and  that  the  King  expresses  his 
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'  approbation  of  you  in  the  most  flattering 
'  and  obliging  terms.     I  hope  I  need  not  as- 
'  sure  you  of  the  interest  I  take  in  whatever 
<  relates  to  your  honour  and  happiness. 
'  I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  r^ard, 
'  &c.  Sec.  &c., 

'  G.  G.' 


*  FSOH   LADY    RODNEY. 

•  May  29th,  1780. 

*  I  am  this  moment  informed  that  a  frigate 
'  will  sail  to-morrow  for  the  West  Indies, 
'  wherefore  I  hope  this  letter  will  reach  you, 
'  for  I  am  out  of  all  patience  that  the  number 
'  of  letters  I  have  written  to  you  are  still  lying 
'  at  Torbay. 

*  A  thousand  congratulations  to  you  on 
'  your  success  and  narrow  escape,  of  which 
'  we  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  on  Thursday 
'  last,  by  the  arrival  of  Captain  Bazeley  with 

*  your  despatches.  I  cannot  express  to  you 
'  the  agitation  they  threw  me  into.  The  joy 
'  I  felt  at  your  signal  success,  and  the  pre- 
'  serration  of  your  life,  was  more  than  I  could 
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*  support.  Surely  no  person  ever  was  so  for- 
'  tunate  as  you  have  been,  or  undergone  such 
'  fatigues.  I  pray  Heaven  you  may  not  sink 
'  under  them ;  for  since  you  left  England  in 

*  December  last,  you  have,  not  had  one  mo- 

*  ment's  quiet  and  peace  of  mind,  and  I  know 
'  but  too  well  how  much  the  body  is  affected 
'  by  continual  agitation  of  the  spirits. 

*  Mr.  Rodney  tells  me  he  has  written  you 

*  every  particxilar  as  to  what  is  said  respecting 

*  the  battle ;  therefore  I  will  not  enter  upon 

*  the  subject  further  than  to  say,  that  all  the 

*  world  praise  you  to  such  a  degree,  it  rejoices 
'  my  heart ;  at  the  same  time  they  cry  out  at 

*  the  intolerable  conduct  of  some  of  your 
'  officers.  Many  persons  have  been  here  to 
'  sound  me  in  regard  to  them,  or  to  whatever 

*  you  may  have  said  in  your  letter  to  me ;  but 

*  you  may  trust  me,  that  not  a  word  shall 

*  escape  my  lips  that  can  be  taken  hold  of 

*  by  either  party  :  nay,  I  am  even  so  cautious, 
'  that  I  am  afraid  of  repeating  what  I  hear 
'  by  common  report^  lest  they  should  say  that 

*  they  had  it  from  me,  and  conclude  it  must 

*  be  true  from  this  circumstance. 

*  L<ml  Ferrers  asked  me,  on  the  occasion 
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'  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy's  death,  whether  I 
'  thought  you  would  like   Greenwich   Hos- 

*  pital.  I  said,  "  Not  as  a  retirement,  I  was 
'  '*  certain,  nor  as  a  reward ;  but  that  if  you 

*  "  should  be  reinstated  in  it,  agreeably  with 
'  "  the  promise  that  was  made  you  a  year 
'  "  ago,  it  would  be  but  an  act  of  justice." 
'  He  said,  he  thought  I  put  it  upon  the  proper 

*  footing.    I  hope  you  are  of  the  same  opi- 

*  nion,  as  I  most  sincerely  wish  to  act  in  such 
'  a  manner  as  I  think  you  would  do  were  you 
'  now  at  home.  I  hope  you  will  have  been 
'  able  to  get  a  little  rest  on  shore,  which  will 
'  greatly  refresh  you,  as  the  West  Indies  in 
'  general  agrees  well  with  you.  I  have  not 
'  time  to  write  to  John,  whose  seasonii^,  poor 
'  fellow !  I  rejoice  to  find  is  over,  and  that  he 

*  is  quite  well.    Pray  God  continue  him  so. 

*  Mr.  Rodney  tells  me  he  has  said  nothing  , 
'  about  us  in  his  letter  to  you ;  having  so 
'  many  other  things  to  write  to  you  upon,  he 
'  has  left  all  this  for  ourselves  to  say.  All  I 
'  will  mention  concerning  him  is,  that  he  is 
'  very  well,  and  that  nothing  upon  earth  can 
'  be  more  attentive  than  he  is  to  us  all.  He 
'  is  the  best  soul  in  the  world. 
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'  I  hear  that  you  had  a  female  oa  board 
'  your  ship  during  the  battle,  who  perfonned 

*  wonders,  and  that  you  were  good  enough  to 
'  reward  her  bravery. 

'  Sir  James  Douglas  *  brought  his  son  yea- 

*  terday,  to  present  him  to  me,  and  to  ask  my 
'  commands,  as  he  was  to  leave  town  to-day, 
'  and  to  sail  directly  to  join  you.  Adieu, 
'  my  dear  Sir  George,  and  believe  me, 

*&c.  &c.  &c. 
'H.  R.' 


'  FROM    MiaS    RODNEY. 


'  Tendon.  May  89.  1780. 

*  It  is  not  in  my  power  to  express  how  de- 
'  lighted  I  am  to  hear  that  you  have  beat  the 
'  French  away  from  Martinique,  and  that  you 

*  were  not  wounded.     The  French  will  now 

*  have  as  much  reason  as  the  Spaniards  to 

*  be  sorry  that  you  command  there.  Captain 
'  Bazeley  arrived  in  town  last  Wednesday,  at 
'  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening.  We  did  not 
'  hear  of  it  till  the  next  morning,  when  my 

•  This  gall&nt  officer  was  knighted  for  bringing  home  the  intd- 
ligence  of  the  captive  of  Quebec,  by  General  Wolfe,  in  1736. 
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'  brother  George  came  to  tell  us  the  news. 

*  We  did  not  get  our  letters  till  three  o'clock, 
'  as  Captain  Bazeley  was  ordered  to  see  no- 

*  body  till  he  had  waited  upon  the  King. 

'  We  were  very  anxious  to  know  how  you 
'  and  my  brother  were,  for  we  saw  in  the 
'  Morning  Post,  that  in   the   engagement  a 

*  lieutenant  of  the  Sandwich  had  been  killed, 

*  and  we  were  afraid  it  was  my  brother  John, 

*  but  were  very  happy  when  we  found  that 
'  you  were  both  safe. 

'  I  am  much  distressed  to  hear  you  have 
'  not  been  well,  but  I  trust  that  a  little  quiet 
'  will  have  restored  you  to  health.  I  am  glad 
'  to  hear  my  brother  is  recovered,  and  I  hope 

*  the  climate  will  agree  with  him. 

'  Every  body  suspects  that  the  letter  you 
'  wrote  to  the  Admiralty  was  shortened  a  good 
'  deal  before  it  was  in  the  Gazette.  I  shall, 
'  therefore,  look  for  it,  and  send  it  to  you*. 

*  The  delinquency  of  some  of  the  superior  officers  of  the  fleet 
in  this  action  having  been  proved  beyond  a  doubt  by  Sir  George 
Rodney's  letters,  both  public  and  private,— by  the  testimony  of  his 
■ignals — by  the  trial  and  diamissal  of  C^itain  Bateman,  and  more 
especially  by  the  silence  observed  by  those  officers  respecting 
whose  conduct  the  admiral  declined  giving  certificates  of  his 
iqiprobation,  the  Editor  feels  confident  that  there  can  be  no 
Vol.  I.  X 
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<  The  King,  we  hear,  was  very  much  pleased 
'  with  your  letter,  and  said  he  had  never  read 
'  so  good  a  one  in  bis  life,  nor  one  that  gave 
'  him  so  much  pleasure. 

'  Sir  Charles  Hardy  is  dead,  and  the  people 

*  wish  you  to  be  Governor  of  Greenwich  Hos- 
'  pital.  Lord  Ferfers  tells  us  that  he  shall 
'  mention  it  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

'  I  must  now  close  this  epistle  in  assuring 

*  you  that  I  am  your  dutiful  and  affectionate 

*  &c.  &c.  &c.— J.  R." 

impropriety  in  now  inserting  the  luppressed  parsgraph  of  Sir 
George  Rodney's  public  despatch,  which  waa  as  follows : 

'  It  is  with  concern  inexpreasible,  mixed  with  indignation,  that 
'  the  duty  I  owe  my  Sovereign  and  my  country  oliliges  me  to 

*  acquaint  your  Lordships,  that  during  the  action  with  the  n«ncb 

*  fleet,  on  the  17th  instant,  and  his  Majesty's,  the  British  flag  was 
'  not  properly  supported.' 

Doubtleit  the  Admiralty  were  fully  justified  in  withholding  tliis 
peragreph  at  a  time  when  the  public  mind  was  already  too  much 
agitated  and  divided  by  party  spirit,  more  especially  as  they  had 
given  Sir  George  Rodney  ample  powers  to  bring  to  trial  such  of 
his  officers  as,  for  example's  sake,  he  might  deem  fit  objects  for 
punishment. 

The  Comte  de  Guichen  speaks  in  very  different  terms  of  the 
behnviour  of  bis  officers  on  tliis  occasion. 

'  The  Comte  de  Guichen  gives  infinite  praise  to  the  manner  in 
'  which  the  ships  fought,  and  to  each  ciqitain  in  paiticular ;  also 
<  the  greatest  encomiums  on  tlie  conduct  and  bravery  of  the  staff 

*  officers  of  the  ships  and  troops  ;  also  on  the  finnnesi  of  the 
'  crews,  which  could  be  equaUed  only  by  that  of  the  soldien  on 

*  board,  in  all  the  three  actions.' 
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'  TO  PHILIP  STEPHENS,  ESQ. 

*  Sandwick,  Cvrlisle  Bay,  Barbadocf, 
'  May  31st,  17B0. 

Since  my  letter  of  the  26th  of  April,  from 

*  Fort  Royal  Bay,  sent  express  by  the  Pe- 

*  gasug,  and  duplicates  by  the  Barbara  aimed 
'  vessel,  to  Liverpool,  I  must  desire  you  will 
'  please  to  acquaint  their  I^ordships,  that  I 
'  have  been  greatly  alarming  the  island  of 

*  Martinique,  whose   inhabitants   had  been 

*  made  to  believe  that  his  Majesty's  fleet  had 
'  been  defeated,  but  were  soon  convinced  to  the 
'  contrary,  by  its  appearance  before  their  port, 
'  where  it  continued  till  the  condition  of  many 

*  of  the  ships  under  my  command,  and  the  lee 
'  currents,  rendered  it  necessary  for  the  fleet 
'  to  anchor  in  Choque  Bay,  St.  Lucie,  in 
'  order  to  put  the  wounded  and  sick  men  on 

*  shore,  and  to  water  and  refit  the  fleet,  iri- 
'  gates  having  been  detached  both  to  leeward 
'  and  to  windward  of  every  island,  in  order 

*  to  gain  intelligence  of  the  motions  of  the 
'  enemy,  and  timely  notice  of  their  approach 

*  towards  Martinique,  the  only  place  they 
'  could  r^t  at  in  these  seas. 

Xi 
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'  Having  landed  the  wounded  and  sick 
'  men,  and  watered  and  refitted  the  fleet,  in 
'  the  best  manner  I  possibly  could,  upon  the 

*  6th  of  May  having  received  intelligence  of 
'  the  enemy's  approach  to  windward  of  Mar- 
'  tinique,  I  put  to  sea  with  nineteen  sail  of  the 
'  line,  two  fifty-gun  ships,  and  several  fii- 
'  g&tea,  the  Grafton  and  Fame  being  obliged 
'  to  be  left  at  Gros  Islet  Bay,  the  fonner's 
'  masts  being  totally  unserviceable,  and  the 

*  latter  so  leaky  as  to  be  condemned  by  sur- 

*  vey.  From  the  6th  to  the  10th  of  May,  the 
'  fleet  continued  turning  to  windward  between 
'  Martinique  and  St.  Lucie,  when  we    got 

*  sight    of   the   French    fleet,     about    three 

*  leagues  to  windward  of  us  ;  Point  Saline  and 
'  Martinique  then  bearing  n.  n.  e.  five  leagues, 
'  Captain  Afileck,  in  the  Triumph,  joining 
'  me  the  same  day.  The  enemy's  fleet  con- 
'  sisted  of  twenty-three  sail  of  the  line,  seven 

*  frigates,  two  sloops,  a  cutter,  and  a  lugger. 

*  Nothing  could  induce  them  to  risk  a  general 
'  action,  though  it  was  in  their  power  daily. 

*  They  made,  at  different  times,  motions  which 
'  indicated  a  desire  of  engaging,  but  their 
'  resolution  failed  them  when  they  drew  near ; 
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'  and  as  they  sailed  far  better  than  his  Ma- 
'  jesty's  fleet,  they  with  ease  could  gain  what 
'  distance  they  pleased   to  windward.    As 

*  they  were  sensible  of  their  advantage  in 
'  sailing,  it  emboldened  them  to  run  greater 
'  risks,  and  to  approach  nearer  to  our  fleet 

*  than  they  would  otherwise  have  done ;  and 
'  for  several  days,  about  the  hour  of  two  in 
'  the  afternoon,  they  bore  down  in  a  line  of 

*  battle  abreast,  and  brought  to  the  wind  a 
'  little  more  than  random  shot  distance. 

*  As  I  watched  every  opportunity  of  gaining 
'  the  wind,  and  forcing  them  to  battle,  the 
'  enemy,  on  my  ordering  my  fleet  to  make  a 
'  great  deal  of  sail,  on  the  15tli,  upon  a  wind, 
'  had  the  vanity  to  think  we  were  retiring ; 
'  and  with  a  press  of  sail  approached  us  much 
'  nearer  than  usual.     I  suflered  them  to  enjoy 

*  the  deception,  and  their  van  ship  to  ap- 
'  proach  abreast  of  my  centre ;  when  by  a 
'  lucky  change   of  wind  perceiving  1  could 

*  weather  the  enemy,  I  made  the  signal  for 
'  the  third  in  command,  who  led  the  van,  to 
'  tack  with  his  squadron,  and  gain  the  wind 
'  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy's  fleet  instantly 
'  wore,  and  fled  with  a  crowd  of  sail. 
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•  His  Majesty's  fleet,  by  this  manoeuTre, 
'  had  gained  the  wind,  and  would  have  forced 

*  the  enemy  to  battle,  had  it  not  at  once 

*  changed  six  pdints  When  near  the  enemy, 

*  and  enabled  them  to  recoTer  that  advantage. 
'  However,  it  did  not  enable  them  to  weather 
'  our  fleet  so  much,  but  that  the  van,  led  by 

*  that    good     and    gallant    officer,     Captain 

*  Bowyer,  about  seven  in  the  evening,  reached 

*  their  centre,  engaged  it  to  their  rear,  and 

*  was  followed  by  Rear-Admiral  Rowley's 
'  squadron  (who  then  led  the  van),  the  centre 
'  and  the  rear  of  our  fleet  following  in  order. 
'  As  the  enemy  were  under  a  press  of  sail,  none 

*  but  the  van  of  our  fleet  could  come  in  for 
'  any  part  of  the  action,  without  wasting  his 

*  Majesty's    powder    and    shot,   the    enemy 

*  wantonly  expending  theirs  kt  such  a  dis- 

*  tance  as  to  have  no  effects     The  Albion, 

*  Captain  Bowyer,  and  the  Conqueror,  Rear- 

*  Admiral  Rowley,  were  the  ships  that  suf- 

*  fered  most  in  this  rencounter ;  but  I  am 
■'  sure,  from  the  slackness  of  their  fire  in  com- 
'  parison  to  that  of  the  van  of  his  Majesty's 

*  fleet,  that  the  enemy's  rear  must  have  suf- 
'  fered  very  considerably. 
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'  The  enemy  kept  an  awful  distance  till 
'  the  19th  instant,  when  I  was  in  hopes  that 
'  I  should  have  weathered  them,  but  had  the 
'  mortification  to  be  disappointed  in  those 

*  hopes.    HowcTer,  as  they  were  convinced 

*  their  rear  could  not  escape  action,  they 
'  seemed  to  have  taken  a  resolution  of  risking 

*  a  general   one,    and  when  their  van   had 

*  weathered  us,  they  bore  away  along  in  line 

*  to  windward,  and  began  a  heavy  cannonade, 
'  but  at  such  a  distance  as  to  do  little  or  no 
'  execution.  However  their  rear  could  not 
'  escape,  being  closely  attacked  by  the  ships 

*  of  the  van,  then  led  by  Commodore  Hotham ; 

*  and  with  pleasure  I  can  say,  that  the  fire  of 
'  his  Majesty's  ships  was  far  superior  to  that 
'  of  the  enemy,  who  must  have  received  great 
'  damage  therefrom.  The  Albion  and  Con- 
'  queror  suffered  much  in  this  last  action ; 
'  and  several  other  ships  received  considerable 

*  damage ;  a  list  of  which,  as  likewise  of  the 
'  killed  and  wounded,  I  have  the  honour  to 
'  inclose*. 

'  The  pursuit  of  the  enemy  had  led  us 
'  forty  leagues  to  windward  of  Martinique, 

*  See  Appendix. 
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'  and  as  the  enemy  had  stood  to  the  northward 

*  with  all  the  sail  they  could  possibly  press, 
'  and  were  out  of  sight  the  21st  instant,  the 
'  condition  of  his  Majesty's  ships  being  such 
'  as  not  to  allow  a  longer  pursuit,  the  Com- 
'  wall  and  Boyne  making  signals  of  distress 

*  that  they  were  sinking ;  the  Conqueror's 
'  main-mast  irreparable,  and  expecting  to  go 

*  over  her  side  every  moment ;  the  M agni- 

*  ficent's  bowsprit  being  unserviceable,  and 

*  several  of  the  other  ships  in  a  most  shattered 
'  state,  I  was  under  the  necessity  of  sending  the 
'  Conqueror,  Cornwall,  and  Boyne  instantly 
'  before  the  wind  to  St.  Lucie ;  and  stood  with 

*  the  remainder  of  his  Majesty's  ships  towards 
'  Barbadoes,  in  order  to  put  the  sick  and 
'  wounded  on  shore,  and  repair  the  sqaadron, 
'  and  in  hopes  of  meeting  a  reinforcement 

*  from  Great  Britain. 

'  We  anchored  in  Carlisle  Bay,  the  22nd 
'  instant,  where  every  despatch  possible  has 
'  been  used,  night  and  day,  in  refitting, 
'  watering,  and  victualling  the  fleet,  and  I 
'  hope  that  every  thing  will  be  in  readiness 

*  to  proceed  to  sea  to-morrow,  in  quest  of  the 
'  Spanish  fleet,  which  sailed  from  Cadiz  the 
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'  28Ui  of  last  month,  intell^ence  of  which  has 
'  been  brought  to  me  by  the  Cerberus, 
'  Captain  Mann,  who  parted  company  with 

*  them  on  the  4th  instant,   in   latitude  SI"! 

*  steering  w.  s.  w.  By  his  account,  they 
'  were   about  twenty   sail   of  the  line,   and 

*  upwards  of  one  himdred  transports  and 
'  merchant  ships.  The  Brilliant  and  Rat- 
'  tlesuEike  cutter  hare  joined  me  since, 
'  with  the  same  intelligence,  the  latter  from 

*  Commodore  Johnson.  I  shall  order  them 
'  all  back  again  to  the  station,  but  cannot 
'  forbear  expressing  to  their  Lordships  my 
'  approbation  of  the  merits  of  these  officers, 

'  who   thought  it   their  duty  to  leave  their  . 
'  station,  and  convey  to  me,  with  speed,  in- 
'  telligence  of  such  importance. 

'  I  beg  you  will  please  to  acquaint  their 
'  Lordships,  that  Monsieur  de  Guichea  and 
'  the  French  fleet  have  got,  in  a  shattered 
'  condition,  into  Martinique,  where  their  Lord- 
'  ships  may  be  assured  I  shall  keep  a  watch- 
'  ful  eye  over  them ;  and  hope  I  shall  have 
'  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  good  account  of 
'  the  Spanish  fleet  before  the  French  are  in  a 

*  condition  to  put  to  sea ;  but  without  a  rein- 
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*  forcement  from  England,  nothing  of  great 
'  consequence  can  be  undertaken,  or  ex- 
'  pected. 

'  P.  S.  I  immediately  despatched  his 
'  Majesty's  ship,  Tobago,  to  Admiral  Parker, 
'  with  the  intelligence  brought  by  the  Cer- 

•  berus,  and  a  duplicate  by  Captain  Forster, 
'  who  sailed  from  hence  yesterday,  with  th« 
'  Jamaica  convoy/ 


'  FBOM    THE   EARL   OF   SANDWICH. 

*  Admiralty,  May  S7ttu  1780. 

*  ETery  time  we  hear  from  you,  we  receive 
'  freah  cause  to  approve  your  conduct.  If 
'  you  go  on  in  the  same  style,  you  will  oblige 

*  me  to  study  how  to  write  panegyric,  which, 

*  till  of  late,  I  have  had  but  little  occasion  to 

*  practise. 

•  You  will  probably  receive  so  much  ap- 
'  plause  by  this  conveyance  from  all  quarters, 

*  that  I  will  not   tease   you   with  a  repeti- 

*  tion  of  the  encomiums  that  are  so  justly 
'  your  due ;  and  will  only  thank  you  for  the 

*  credit  I   have  gained,  by  having   recom 
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mended  so  able  and  distinguished  an  officer 
'  to  the  commattd  in  which  you  have  done 

*  yourself  so  much  honour,  and  your  country 

*  such  essential  service  *.    This  merit,  how- 

*  ever,  the  opposition  are  willii^  to  rob  me  of, 

*  as  Colonel  Barr6  declared  yraterday  in  the 

*  It  ij  difficDlt  to  reconiole  these  and  other  similar  declarBtioni 
of  the  noble  earl  with  the  well  ascertained  bet,  that  Sir  George 
Kodney's  appointment  to  the  command  of  the  West  Indian  fleet 
WM  «iitiiel}>  the  King's  own  roluntaiy  act  Posaibly  his  Lordship 
might  have  been  under  some  self-delusion  upon  this  point  Be 
this  as  it  may,  it  cannot  be  denied,  that  from  the  period  of  Sir 
George's  assuming  the  command,  he  became,  and  continued  to  be, 
his  staunch  friend  and  supporter. 

During  a  debate  in  the  House  of  laird's,  on  the  third  of  June, 
17B0,  upon  Lord  St  John's  motion  for  '  a  cop;  of  the  late  de- 
'  spatcbes  firom  Admiral  Sb-  Oeorge  Rodney,'  Lord  Shelbume  put 
the  question  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich, '  Whetherit  was  not  in  con- 

*  templatlon  to  remore  Sir  George  from  his  command?'  to  which 
the  noble  Earl  replied ; 

'  Whoever  could  advise  his  Majesty  to  remove  so  able  a  man, 

*  cannot  be  a  friend  to  his  country,  I  have  lately  written  to 
'  the  Admiral,  and  though  I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  writing  pane- 

*  gyrics,  my  letter  to  this  gallant  officer  was  one  continued  pane- 
'  gyric,  from  beginning  to  end.    When  it  was  first  proposed  in 

■  council  to  employ  Sir  George,  I,  who  knew  him  from  a  very 
',young  man,  declared  that  Rodney  orux  afloat  mould  do  hit  duty. 
'  How,  then,  can  any  man  think  of  removing  him  from  his  com- 

*  mand,  after  the  repeated  proofs  he  has  given  that  he  is  so  well 

■  qualified  to  hold  It?' 

From  the  above  declaration  of  Lord  Sandwich,  the  most  pro- 
bable inference  is,  that  the  King  in  council  nominated  Sir  George 
Bodncy  fortheeommandin  question,  and  that  his  Lordship  availed 
himself  of  the  occasion  to  express  his  sentiments  in  fiivour  of  the 
i^ipointment 
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'  House  of  Commons,  that  you  were  not  named 
'  by  me,  but  forced  upon  me  by  some  other 

*  quarter.     I  think,  if  you  had  been  on  the 

*  spot,  you  would  hare  fully  refuted  that  as- 
'  sertion. 

'  It  is  painful  to  me  to  enter  into  the  con- 
'  tents  of  the  letter  you  haye  written  to  me, 
'  as  my  indignation  equals  yours  when  I 
'  reflect  that  so  noble  an  example,  aa  you  set 
'  to  those  under  you,  did  not  stimulate  them 
'  to  emulate  your  conduct.  I  hope  you  will 
'  not  be  fearful  of  pointing  out  the  persons 
'  you  think  deserving  of  censure.      In  this 

*  you  will  haye  all  the  world  on  your  side,  as 
'  we  shall  not  be  satisfied  unless  those  are 
'  brought  to  shame  and  punishment  who  hare 

*  robbed  you  of  the  glory  of  destroying  a 
'  considerable  part  of  the  naval  force  of 
'  France,  though  you  gave  them  battle  with 

*  an  inferior  fleet,  and  many  of  your  ships 
'  scarce  fit  to  keep  the  sea. 

*  Was  ever  any  thing  so  provoking  as  the 
'  detention  of  Walsingham,  who  has  been 
'  wind-bound  these  three  months?  We  are 
'  now  doing  every  thing  we  can  to  reinforce 
'  you  by  single  ships,  and  you  may  depend 
'  on  your  receiving  every  succour  that  can  be 
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*  Spared,  without  manifest  danger  to  the  safety 
'  of  this  kingdom. 

*  For  Grod's  sake  contrive  to  send  home  your 
'  bad  ships.  We  cannot  bear  to  lose  any  of 
'  the  line ;  our  present  list  is  too  small,  and 
'  we  shall  be  open  to  much  censure  if  we 
'  suffer  any  further  diminution  •. 

.'  I  cannot  wish  you  any  thing  more  favour- 
'  able  than  that  you  may  go  on  as  you  have 

*  begun.     If  you  pursue  my  advice  in  that 

*  particular,  (which  I  have  every  reason  in 

*  the  world  to  think  you  will,)  you  will  pro- 

*  bably  be  raised  to  as  high  a  pitch  of  honour 
'  as  any  of  the  most  distinguished  characters 

*  in  our  naval  annals,  which  must  give  inex- 
'  pressible  happiness  to  your  friends,  and  to 
'  none  more  than 

Your  most  obedient  and 

'  Faithful  servant.' 

*  In  hoi*  ftarfbUy  low  &  slate,  as  to  ships  of  the  line,  must  the 
British  nav]'  have  been  left  at  this  most  critical  juncture  I  Had 
not  Sir  George  Rodney  captured  the  Spanish  ships,  in  the  action 
with  Langaia,  (which  proved  an  important  accession  of  force  to 
Great  Britain,)  or  had  the  admiral  sustained  any  reverses  in  the 
West  Indies,  which  nothing  but  his  extraordinary  skill  and  good 
management  prevented,  the  consequences  might  have  been  most 
&tal  to  the  country,  the  safety  of  which  mainly,  if  not  entirely, 
depended  upon  the  wisdom  and  couiage  of  one  man. 
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'  FROM  LADY  RODNEY. 

■  PoTtinan  Street,  June  18th,  1780. 

'  Understanding  that  as  soon  as  the  wind 
'  changes  another  ship  will  sail  to  you,  I  write 
'  this  ready  to  send  to  the  Admiralty. 

*  I  was  glad  to  find  they  have  thought  it 
'  necessary  to  reinforce  you.  Before  you 
'  receive  this  letter  you  will  be  pretty  strong, 

*  as  1  hear  Admiral  Arbuthnot  has  sent  yoq 

*  two  line-of-battle  ships  from  America.  I 
'  trust  in  Heaven  the  French  will  not  attack 
'  you  till  all  are  arrived  to  strengthen  you, 
'  It  is  impossible  to  describe  my  anxiety 
'  about  you  at  present,  knowing  their  superior 

*  numbers,  and  the  little  support  you  had 
'  from  your  own  officers.  The  world,  too,  is 
'  so  busy,  continually  raising  different  reports 
'  of  news  from  the  West  Indies,  that  really  it 
'  both  terrifies  me,  and  wears  my  spirits  to 

*  death.  One  day  you  are  victorious — the 
'  next  defeated— again,  that  you  had  con- 
'  quered,  and  lost  your  life.     This  constant 

*  expectation  and  dread  you  may  more  easily 

*  conceive  than  I  can  paint ;  but  I  do  assure 
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*  you,  that  if  a  particular  loud  knock  i&  heard 
'  at  the  door,  or  any  one  speaksin  a  hurry,  I 
'  am  thrown  into  such  an  agitation,  that  I 

*  know  not  what  to  do,  or  where  to  turn 
'  myself. 

'  The  news  that  we  have  just  receiTed,  of 
'  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  having  taken  Charles^ 
'  town  and  7000  men,  has  put  us  all  in  spirits, 

*  and  is  particularly  fortunate  in  arriving  at 

*  this  moment,  for  you  will  hardly  credit  the 
'  situation  this  country  has  heen  in  for  thig 
'  fortnight  past,  by  the  conduct  of  one  very 

*  wrong-headed  and  deluded  young  man. 
'  Lord  George  Gordon  (who  is  of  no  religion) 
'  has  stood  forth  as  a  champion  of  the  pK>r 
'  testants.  The  public  prints  will  explain  it 
'  all  to  you ;  but  there  is  no  deacribii^  the 
'  horror  and  confusion  that  reigned  in  this 
'  city.      Seven  great  fires  raging   at  once, 

*  which  seemed  to  threaten  the  total  destmcr 
'  tion  of  the  metropolis — every  jail  thrown 
'  open,    mobs    in    thousands    parading    the 

*  streets,  going  from  door  to  door  demanding 

*  money,  and  threatening,  on  refusal,  to  burn 
'  the  house  down.  At  last,  the  Kii^,  as  chief 
'  magistrate,  (as  he  termed  himself,)  put  him- 
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*  self  at  the  head  of  the  military,  without 
'  waiting  for  the  civil  power.  The  troops 
'  were  ordered  to  fire  on  the  people  that  as- 

*  sembled,  and  many  were  destroyed,  but 
'  certainly  deserved  their  fate.  No  pariia- 
'  ment  sat — no  courts  of  justice — no  business 
'  went  on  for  some  days.  The  town  is  now 
'  crowded  with  troops.  The  Horse  Guards 
'  scour  the  streets  night  and  day.     A  camp 

*  in  St.  James's  Park,  and  another  in  Hyde 

*  Park.  Lord  Gteorge  taken  up  and  sent  to  the 
'  Tower  for  high  treason — in  short,  this  looks 
'  not  like  Old  England,  but  a  devoted  and 
'  undone  country.     If  it  was  not  for  what  you 

*  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton  have  done,  we  should 
'  be  quite  ruined. 

'  During  the  whole  of  one  of  the  nights  of 
'  this  confusion  I  sat  up,  and  the  dear  girls 
'  with  me,  ready  to  go  off.  Every  person 
'  that  had  a  place  to  go  to,  went  out  of  town. 
'  Mr.  Lascelles,  Lord  Townsend,  and  Mr. 
'  Stapylton,  the  first  in  this  street,  and  the, 
'  others  in  Portman  Square,  quitted  their 
'  houses,  which  were  threatened  to  be  burned, 
'  as  were  the  Horse  Guard  stables,  which  were 

*  directly  opposite  to  me ;  and  as  the  wind  set 
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'  directly  on  this  house,  1  concluded  we  should 
'  be  compelled  to  leave  it,  so  I  sat  up,  pre- 

*  pared  for  the  worst,  with  my  poor  brats, 
'  though  where  to  hare  gone  I  had  not  deter- 
'  mined,  it  beii^  difficult  to  make  a  choice  in 
'  the  three  evils  which  presented  themselves — 
'  the  mob,  the  fires,  and  the  troops,  who  fired 

*  indiscriminately.  Mr.  Rodney  was  on  duty 
'  in  the  city,  and,  thank  Heaven !  escaped  any 

*  accident.  The  scene  was  more  dreadful  in 
'  that  quarter  than  at  this  end  of  the  town. 

'  I  went  to  the  drawing-room  on   Thurs- 
'  day,  the  first  time  their  Majesties  had  held 

*  a  court  since  the  riots.  All  the  world  went 
'  to  congratulate  them  on  the  news  from 
'  America,  which  arrived  that  morning,  and 
'  also  on  the  tranquillity  which  had  begun  to 
'  re^  at  home.  The  poor  Queen  was,  on 
'  many  accounts,  greatly  to  be  pitied  during 
'  these  commotions. 

'  The  girls  are  very  well,  and  desire  their 

*  love  and  duty  to  you.  God  send  a  good 
'  account    fivm    you,    particularly    of   your 

*  health !  My  compliments  to  Mr.  Paget 
'  and  Doctor  Blane,  and  believe  me, 

'  &c.  &c.  &c.— H.  R.' 

ToL.1.  Y 
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'  TO    PHILIP   STEPHENS,    ESQ. 

<  Sandwich,  6U  Lucie,  June  aist,  17*0. 

'  I  beg  you  will  acquaint  their  Lordships,  that 
'  since  I  had  the  honour  of  writing  to  you,  by 

*  his  Majesty's  ship  Cerberus,  from  Carlisle 
'  Bay,  on  the  3l8t  ultimo,  having  spread  a 
'  line  of  frigates  to  windward,  from  the  lati- 
'  tude  of  Barbadoes  as  far  north  as  the 
'  latitude  of  Barbuda,  in  order  to  give  me 

*  timely  notice  of  the  approach  of  the  Spanish 
'  fleet,  I  put  to  sea  with  his  Majesty's  fleet 
'  on  the  7th,  in  order  to  cruise  to  windward, 

<  in    the    latitude  of  Martinique,  to   which 

*  island,  in  all  probability,  part,  if  not  the 
'  whole,  of  that  fleet  may  be  bound ;  but 
'  before  all  the  fleet  had  got  out  of  Carlisle 
'  Bay,  his  Majesty's  frigates,  Cyclops  and 
'  Andromeda,  joined  me,  with  the  intelli- 
'  gence,  that  the  day  before  they  discovered 
'  the  Spanish  fleet,  of  near  two  hundred  sail, 
'  in  the  latitude  of  16°,  about  fifty  leagues  to 

*  windward  of  Martinique,  which  seemed  to 

<  be  steering  for  that  island. 

*  I    immediately   made   sail,  and  was    in 
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'  hopes  of  getting  sight  of  them ;  and  the 
'  next  morning,  heii^   off  Martinique,    we 

*  came  in  sight  of  three  sail,  and  immediately 

*  gave  chaae.  We  soon  perceived  them  to  he 
'  enemies,  by    their   crowding   sail    to  the 

*  northward;   but  as  it   proved  all  daylight 

*  out  of  wind,  and  at  times  calm,  it  was  not 
'  till  ten  o'clock  at  night  that  the  Triumph 
'  and  Andromeda  took  two  of  them,  the  third 
'  escapir^  by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and 
'  the  heavy  rain  that  then  fell. 

'  The  two  taken  proved  to  be  Spanish  ships, 
'  who  sailed  with  their  convoy  from  Cadiz, 

*  on  the  28th  of  April,  but  had  parted  com- 
'  pany  during  the  passage.      One,   a    mer- 

*  chant  ship,  bound  to  Porto  Rico  and  the 
'  Havannah,    the    other    a    transport,    with 

*  one  hundred  and  forty  soldiers  belonging  to 

*  the  regiment  of  Aragon.  By  what  little 
'  intelligence  I  can  get  from  the  prisoners, 
'  the  fleet  consisted  of  twelve  sail  of  the  line 
'  and  Ave  frigates,  besides  xebeques. 

'  As  I  was  now  convinced  the  enemy's 
'  fleet  had  not  come  the  length  of  the  lati- 
'  tude  of  Martinique,  but  in  all  probability 
'  had  passed  to  leeward,  and,  if  designed  to 

Y8 
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*  make  a  jimction  with   tlie    French  fleet, 

*  had  rendezvoused  in  Prince  Rupert's  Bay, 
'  I  sent  two  of  my  best-sailing  iirigates  to  re- 
'  connoitre  that  bay,  and  afterwards  to-  re- 
'  join  me  off  Fort  Royal,  and  bore  away  with 
'  the  fleet  in  order  to  blockade  that  port ; 
'  leaving  the  Andromeda,  Captain  Brine,  to 
'  windward  of  Martinique,  in  order  to  intep- 
'  cept  one  of  the  enemy's  cutters  that  we 
'  saw  cruising  to  windward.  Captaixi  Brine 
'  had  my  orders  only  to  remain  forty-eight 
'  hours  on  that  service,  and  then  to  rejoin  the 
'  fleet. 

'  I  called  at  St.  Lucie,  in  hopes  that  Rear- 
'  Admiral  Rowley,  in  the  Conqueror,  Com- 
'  wall,  Fame,  or  Boyne,  might  have  been  put 
'  into  a  condition  to  join  me,  but  was  disap- 

*  pointed  in  those  hopes.  The  masts  of  the 
'  Conqueror  not  being  got  in,  the  Cornwall, 
'  after  having  destroyed  four  hundred  men  by 
'  pumping,  was  under  the  necessity  of  being 
'  hauled  on  shore,  it  being  impossible  to  keep 
'  her  any  longer  above  water,  notwithstanding 
'  everything  was  taken  out  of  her  ;  and 
'  though  I  had  given  the  strictest  and  most 

*  positive  orders  that  she  should  be  hauled  on 
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*  shore  in  such  a  manner  as  still  to  make  her 
'  capable  of  being  serviceable  to  the  public, 
'  by  conTerting  her  into  a  hospital  or  prison 

*  ship,  such  was  the  inattention,  by  putting 
'  her  in  an  improper  place,  that  in  a  few 
'  days  she  overset,  and  is  become  entirely 
'  useless.  The  Fame  is  in  as  bad  condition. 
'■  I  have  been  trying  every  method  to  save 
'  her,  but  fear  it  will  be  impossible. 

'  The  Bojme,  with  great  difficulty,  will  be 
'  saved,  and  put  into  condition  to  sail  with 
'  the  next  convoy  to  Great  Britain. 

'  Such  being  the  state  of  his  Majesty's 
'  ships  in  the  careenage,  I  was  determined  not 
'  to  wait  for  the  refitting  the  Conqueror,  but 
'  sailed  with  seventeen  sail  of  the  line,  and 

*  two  fifty-gun  ships,  for  Port  Royal  Bay,  as 
'  I  was  convinced,  from  the  severe  treatment 

*  the  French  fleet  had  met  with,  that  number 
<  was  sufficient  to  attack  them,  should  they 
'  resolve  to  risk  an  action. 

'  On  my  arrival  in  Fort  Royal  Bay,  the 
'  greater  part  of  the  French  fleet,  consisting 
'  of  eighteen  sail  of  the  line,  had  quitted  that 

*  port  two  days  before,  and  had  left  two  sail 
'  of  the  line  in   the   Bay,  three  in  the  ca- 
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'  reenage,  and  one  ship  of  the  line,  and  two 
'  frigates,  at  St.  Pierre's. 

'  I  forthwith  deBpatched  three  of  my  best- 
'  sailing  frigates  in  quest  of  the  French  fleet, 
'  one  of  which  returned,  and  reported  that 
'  they  were  under  Dominique,  and  conBisted 

*  of  seventeen  sail  of  the  line  and  one  frigate, 

*  and  appeared  to  be  becalmed  about  ten 
'  leagues  to  leeward  of  thai  island. 

'  As  I  was  m  hopes  the  Spanish  fleet  had 

*  really  gone  to  leeward,  I  was  resolved  to 

*  prevent     the    junction    of    Monsieur    de 

*  Guichen,  with  his  six  sail  of  the  tine  left  at 

*  Martinique,  without  his  risking  a  gennal 

*  battle ;  and  therefore  kept  the  port  of  Fort 

*  Royal  Bay,  and  the  road  of  St.  Pierre,  as 

*  closely  blockaded  as  it  was  possible  to  be 

*  done  with  ships  under  sail. 

'  To  have  gone  to  leewaxd  after  the  enemy's 
'  fleet  could  have  answered  no  end  whatever, 

*  as  they  had  it  always  in  their  power  to  draw 
'  me  further  to  leeward  without  rising  a 
'  battle  ;  by  which  means,  the  six  sail  of  the 
'  line,  with  the  troops  from  Martinique,  under 

*  that  enterprising  general,  the  Marquis  de 

*  Bouille,   might  have  attacked  eith^   St. 
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'  hade  or  Barbadoes  without  a  probability  of 

*  my  arriving  in   time  to  their    asBietance ; 

*  besides,  my  keeping  the  station  of  Fort 
'  Royal  was  not  only  disgraceful  to  the 
'  enemy,  and  rery  alarming  to  the  iohabit- 
'  ants  of  MEtrtinique,  but  was  such  a  situation, 

*  that  any  succours  sent  from  Great  Britain 
'  or  America  might  easily  join  me. 

'  In  this  situation  I  continued  till  the  16th, 

*  when,  receiving  intelligence  from  my  cruisers, 
<  that  the  French  fleet,  which  at  first  con- 

*  sisted  of  seventeen  sail  of  the  line,  was 
'  increased  to  twenty-four,  by  several  large 
'  ships  wilh  Spanish  colours  joining  them  from 
'  i^der  Dominique,  I  thought  it  necessary  for 
'  his  Majesty's  service  to  repair  to  Gros  Islet 
'  Bay,  in  order  to  hasten  the  refitting  the 

*  Conqueror  and  Boyne  with  every  despatch 

*  possible,  as  every  line-of-battle  ship  was  of 
'  the  greatest  consequence  at  this    critical 

*  moment;  and  my  presence  at  that  island 
'  might  be  of  the  greatest  utility  in  assisting 
'  the  commanding  ol&cer  of  his  Majesty's 
'  troops  in  St.  Lucie  in  putting  that  island 

*  in  such  a  state  of  defence  as  to  secure  it 
'  from  surprise,  should  his  MajeBty's  service 
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'  require  the  departtire  of  Use  fleet  to  attack 
'  the  enemy,  or  to  defend  any  other  of  our 
'  islands  attacked  by  them.  Two  of  my  best- 
'  sailing  irigates,  the  Convert  and  Laurel, 
'  I  ordered  to '  attend  the  motions-  of  the 
'  enemy's  fleet.  Other  frigates  had  been 
'  detached  to  every  island  to  put  them  upon 
'  their  guard  ;  and  advice-boats  ccmstantly 
'  passing  between  the  fleet  and  the  island  of 
'  Antigua,  and  whatever  island  the  enemy 
'may  think  proper  to  attack.  If  the  inhar 
'  bitants  will  but  do  their  duty,  and  make  a 

*  proper  resistance,  they  may  depend  upon 

*  my  being  upon  the  back  of  the  enemy,  and 
'  attacking  them  the  moment  Mr.  Walsingham 
'  joins  me,  which,  by  letters  that  have  arrived 
'  by  the  packet,  I  inay  hourly  expect ;  more 
'  especially  as  I  have  seat  despatches  to  him, 

*  to  be  delivered  the  moment  he  arrives  ofl" 

*  Barbadoes,  acquainting  him  of  the  critical 
'  situation  of  aiTairs,  and  of  what  importance 
'  it  will  be  to  his  Majesty's  and  the  public 

*  service,  the  speedy  junction  of  the  squa- 
'  drons. 

'  The  situation  of  affairs  at  present  has 
'  prevented  the  sailing  of  die  convoy ;  as  the 
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'  Station  taken  by  the  French  and  Spanish 

*  fleets  must  faaTe  exposed  it  to  great  danger 
'  bad  I  permitted  the  trade  of:  Tobago  and 

*  St.  Lucie  to  have  sailed  to  the  rendezvous 
'  at  St.  Kitt's.  I  therefore  thought  it  highly 
'expedient  to  keep  them  at  this  island  till 

*  the  ^et  under  my  command  was  in  a  con- 

*  dition  to  secure  the  passage.    I  wrote  to 

*  Rear-Admiral  Parker  that  I  should  do  so, 
'  and  advised  him  (his  Majesty's  fleet  being 
'  then  to  windward  of  Martinique)  to  proceed 

*  with  the  trade  from  Barbadoes  to  St.  John's 

*  Road,  at  Antigua  ;  and  there  to  remain  till 

*  joined  by  tlie  ships  of  vrar  destined  to  con- 
'  Toy  the  trade  of  Tobago  and  St.  Lucie,  and 

*  to  proceed  with  them  to  Great  Britain.  The 
'  ships  that  compose  the  convoy,  are  the 
'  ActffiMi, .  Medway,  Sphynx,  and  Camelion, 

*  it  being  impossible  to  refit  the  Boyne  time 
'  enough  to  strengthen  the  convoy. 

'  The  trade  appeared  to  me  of  such  infinite 
'  consequence,  that  I  hope  their  Lordships 
'  will  approve  of  my  caution  in  not  permitting 
'  it  to  sail  till  it  was  in  my  power  to  secure 

*  it  from  insult  in  these  seas. 

*  Yesterday,  the  Convert  and  laurel  joined 
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^  me,  and  reported  that  the  combined  fleets 

*  were  at  Dominique ;  that  they  had  as  yet 

*  undertaken  nothii^ ;  and  that,  by  the  best 
^  accounts  that  could  be  obtained,  they  cou- 
'  sisted  of  upvards  of  thirty  Bail  of  the  line. 

*  I  have  ordered  the  Qreyhoond  and  Uie 
'  Bruce  to  watch  their  motions,  and  to  gire 

*  me  timely  notice  of  any  motions  they  may 

*  make. 

'  When  Mr.  Walsingfaam  joins  me,  I  shall 
'  immediately  proceed  in  quest  of  them ;  and 
'  have  not  a  doubt,  if  they  give  me  an  oppor- 

*  tunity,  but  we  shall  give  a  good  account  of 

*  them. 

'  The  Russell,  Commodore  Drake,  from 
'  New  York,  joined  me  on  the  -17th  instant, 
'  with  despatches  from  Vice-Admir^  Ar- 
'  buthnot,  adrising  me  that  he  had  nerer 

*  received  their  Lordships'  orders  for  sending 

*  the  line-of-battle  ships  from  America  to  the 

*  Leeward  Islands,  till  Uie  16th  of  Manii  last, 
'  by  the  packet,  although  their  Lordships  had 
'  despatched  the  Bonetta  sloop,  wliich  sailed 
'  on  the  4th  of  October  last,  fitim  Spithead 
'  with  such  orders ;  but  the  captain  of  the 

*  Bonetta,  who  had  carried  away  one  of  his 
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,  and  put  into  the  island  of  Providence, 
'  chose  to  remain  at  that  island  for  months 
'  without  ever  sending  to  acquaint  the  Ad- 

*  miral  therewith ;  and  when  he  did  send 
'  (which  was  only  a  day  or  two  before  the 

*  arriT&l  of  the  packet),  he  forgot  to  send  the 

*  despatches. 

*  I  must  heg  their  Lordships  will  permit 

*  me,  with  all  humility,  to  make  the  public 

*  declaration,  that  the  wisdom  of  the  measure 
'  was  90  conspicuous,   and  their  Lord^ps' 

*  intention  so  plain,  of  making  his  Majesty's 

*  fleet  superior  in  these  seas,  that  I  may 
'  venture  to  af&rm,  had  their  orders  been 
-*  obeyed,  it  would  have  been  attended  with 
'  the  most  glorious,  success  to  his  Majesty's 
'  arms,  and,  in  all  probability,  fatal  to  the 

*  naTal  power  of  his  eoemies. 

'  I  have  despatched  Captain  Graves,  in  the 

*  Savage,  a  copper-bottomed  sloop,  to  Ad- 

*  miral  Arbuthnot,  to  acquaint  him  with  the 
-'  arrival  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  and  the  situation 

*  of  affairs  in  this  part  of  the  world,  to  put 

*  him  upon  his  guard;  and  that  he  will  hear 

*  furdier  from  me,  according  to  the  circum- 

*  stances  of  afiairs.' 
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'  TO    PHILIP   STEPHENS,  ESQ. 

'  Princeu  Royal,  St.  Lurie, 
*  July  iBt,  1780. 

'  Since  my  despatches  of  yesterday,  by  the 
'  ActKon,  I  must  desire  you  will  acquaint' their 
'  Lordships,  that  three  of  the  Spanish  ships 
'  of  the  Hne  are  gone  to  leeward  with  their 

*  convoy,  and  were  seen  to  pass  the  island  of 
'  Santa  Cruz,  steering  to  the  westward. 

*  By  the  best  intelligence  I  can  possibly 
'  procure  from  the  Spanish  prisoners,  the 
'  fleet  consisted  of  twelve  sail  of  the  line, 
'  five  frigates,  and  ten  thousand  land  forces — 
'  all  bound  to  Martinique. 

'  Had  the  Spanish  Admiral  repaired  in- 
'  stantly  to  the  rendezvous  he  gave  his  fleet, 
'  we  certainly  had  brought  him  to  action 
'  before  his  junction  with  the  French ;  but 
'  he  chose  to  go  no  further  than  Guadaloupe, 

*  and  from  thence  detached  a  frigate  to  Mar- 
'  tinique,  demanding  a  junction  of  the  French 
'  fleet  ofi*  that  island.  Monsieiu:  de  Cuichen 
'  immediately  sailed  with  eighteen  sail  of  the 
'  line  to  leeward  of  the  islands  under  Domi- 
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'  nique.  The  Spaniards  pretend  they  knew 
'  his  Majesty's  fleet  was  cruising  to  windward 
'  of  Martinique,  in  order  to  intercept  them ; 
'  and  give  that  as  a  reason  why  they  did  not 
'  venture  so  far  to  the  south  as  the  latitude  of 
'  that  island. 

'  Every  motion  of  the  enemy  indicated  a 
'  design  upon  St.  Lucie,  that  island  being  of 
'  incite  consequence  to  them ;  and  if  taken, 

*  would  deprive  Great  Britain  of  the  only 
'  proper    place    for  the    rendezvous   of   his 

*  Majesty's  fleets  in  these  seas,  from  whence 
'  his  enemies  could  he  annoyed. 

'  The  French  employ  every  art  and  deceit 
'  to  obtain  it ;  and  hare  constantly  kept  up 
'  a  secret  correspondence  with  the  most  dis- 
'  loyal  inhabitants,  who,  to  a  man,  are  hostile 
'  to  Great  Britain,  and  only  watch  for  an 
'  opportunity  to  put  their  villainous  designs 
'  into  execution. 

'  General  Vaughan,  who  is  present  at  the 
'  island,  and  is  assiduous  beyond  measure  in 
'  putting  his  Majesty's  commands  into  exe- 
'  cution,  and  ready  to  act  upon  all  occasions 
'  ffw  his  service,  has  been  extremely  vigilant 
'  in  detecting  the  treasonable  practices  carried 
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*  on  by  the  inhabitants ;  and  I  hope  the  plan 
'  of  the  enemy,  of  which  I  hare  been  informed 
'  by  some  of  the  detected  persons,  will  prore 
'  abortive,  should  Monsieur  de  Bouill^,  the 
'  GoTemor  of  Martinique,  attempt  to  put  it 
'  in  execution. 

'  I  wait  impatiently  for  the  junction  of  Mr. 

*  Walsingham's  squadron,  which  Captain 
'  Robinson,  of  the  Shrewsbury,  informs  me  I 
'  may  expect  in  a  few  days.     When   that 

*  happy  event  takes  place,  the  numbers  of  the 
. '  enemy  shall  not  prevent  my  looking  them  in 

'  the  face,  and  attacking  them,  should  they 
'  give  me  a  proper  opportunity. 
'  Inclosed,  I  send  the  state  and  condition 

*  of  his  Majesty's  ships  at  present  at  St. 
'  Lucie;  the  rest  are  employed  in.  watchii^ 

*  the  motions  of  the  ^lerny. 

*  P.  S.     As  this  letter    goes   by  Admiral 

*  Parker,  and  the  convoy,  in  all  probability 
'  you  will  not  receive  it  before  you  have  heard 
'  from  me  by  the  express.     I  shall  send  on 

*  Mr.  Walsingham's  junction.' 
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'  FBOH  LADY  RODNEY. 

■  PorUiwn  StFMt,  Jul;  7th,  1780. 

*  Yesterday  I  was  made  happy  by  the  receipt 

*  of  your  kind  and  long  letter,  dated  May  27th. 

*  Most  impatiently  had  I  been  long  expecting 
'  to  hear  from  you ;  yet  dreading  the  arriTal 
'  of  any  news,  as  we  had  heard  that  you  were 
'  in  sight  of,  and  pursuing  the  enemy.  Truly 
'  thankliil  am  I  that  my  fears  were  ground- 
'  less,  and  that  you  are  veil.    Your  letter  is 

*  written  in  such  good  spirits,  that  I  cannot 
'  doubt  of  your  health,  even  if  you  had  not 

*  yourself  assured  me  of  it.  I  know  not 
'  what  sort  of  constitution  you  must  have,  to 

*  endure  so  much  fatigue,  both  of  body  and 
'  mind — sufficient,  I  think,  to  destroy  the 
'  strongest;  but  I  trust  in  God  you  will  be 
'  able  to  go  through  it  all,  and  return  soon,  in 
'  health  and  happiness,  to  us,  who  all  long  to 
'  see  you. 

'  I  cannot  help  observing,  that  you  men- 
'  tion  you  had  expected  Walsingham  six 
'  weeks  before  you  wrote.      That  was  long 

*  before  he  sailed  firom  hence,  I  assure  you ; 
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'  and  I  question  much  whether  he  has  joined 

*  you  by  this  time,  and  if  he  has,  it  will  be 
'  too  late  to  act  this  summer  in  that  climate, 
'  as  I  believe  the  hurricane-months  commence 

*  about  this  time.  Shamefully  remiss  indeed 
'hare  they  been  at  home,  to  sufi&r  you  to 

*  remain  all  this  time  without  proper  rein^ 
'  forcements.     Every  one  cries  out  Shame; 

*  yet  though  every  one  knows  your  inferiority, 
'  he  expects  wonders  from  you,  and  haa  not 
'  been  disappointed.     I  have  frequently  re- 

*  mailed  to  such  as  indulge  in  such  expecta- 
'  tions,  that  they  ought  not  to  raise  them  80 
'  high,  but  consider  how  inferior  you  were  to 
'  the  enemy ;  but  the  answer  has  always 
'  been,  "  We  know  that,  but  we  know  Rod* 
'  "  ney,  and  can  hope  everything  from  his 
'  "  skill  and  bravery."  How  pleasing  this  is 
'  to  me  you  may  more  easily  imagine  than  I 
'  can  express.  The  nation  appears  to  place 
'  its  whole  dependence  upon  you.  Mr.  Davis, 
'  who  brought  me  your  letter,  says  you  had 
'  determined  not  to  pursue  the  Spanish  fleet, 
'  thinking  you  would  be  too  late.     Sir  Wil- 

*  Ham  Bumaby  begs  me  to  present  his  re- 
'  spects  to  you.     He  is  just  returned  from 
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*  Lisbon,  having  carried  over  Mr.  Onmberland 
'  and  hie  family^  under  pretence  of  ill  health  ; 

*  but,  it  is  whispered,  on  a  private  embassy 
*to  Spain*.  Indeed  it  was  not  likely  that  a 
'King's  frigate  should  be  ordered  expressly  to 

*  convey  a  private  individual  to  that  country, 

*  unless  he  were  commissioned  on  some  spe- 
'  cial  service.  They  were  in  a  smart  «^;age- 
'  ment,  however,  and  all  retired  to  the  powder 
'  room. 

'  I  am  glad  that  John  is  on  board  a  frigate, 

*  as  he  win  be  in  a  more  active  line  than  in  a 

*  laiger  ship. 

'  All  the  world  is  out  of  patience  that  no- 

*  thing  is  as  yet  done  for  you,  whilst  so  much 
'  is  said  about  it.  I  think  with  you,  that  you 
'  should  certainly  be  in  parliament  next  ses- 
'  sion.  I  trust  you  will  soon  return  to  enjoy 
'  peace  and  comfort  in  your  own  country. 

*  Our  news  from  America  is  most  cheering, 
'  and  all  say  that  Rodney  and  Clinton  have 

*  saved  England. 

*  Under  the  impression  Uut  the  Spanish  court  was  disposed  to 
enter  into  «iiegDi»a6on,  for  a  teparate  treaty  of  peace,  the  British 
miustij  deqiatcbed  Mr,  Comberland  on  a  private  and  speoal 
mistion  to  Madnd.  It  Med,  however,  in  producing  any  satis- 
foctoiy  reault. 

V01.L  Z 
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'  You  made  Jenny  and  Henny  very  happy 

*  by  the  letter  you  were  so  good  to  write  them: 
'  I  am  surprised  Jenny  ever  wrote  without 

*  mentioning  your  poor  Lioup,  who  is  quite 

*  well,  and  as  fond  of  me  as  he  was  of  you. 
'  He  is  the  most  sensible  of  animals. 

'  I  drank  tea  this  afternoon  in  a  party  with 
'  General  and   Mrs.  Morrison,  Greneral  and 

*  Mrs.  Trapaud,  Mr.  and  Mrs.   Wentworth, 
'  Sir  Robert  and  Miss  Gunning,  in  Colonel 

*  Hervey's  tent,   in    the    Museum    gardens. 
'  The  camp  there  is  the  prettiest  thing  pos- 

*  sible,  composed  of  the  Yorkshire  militia, 
'  seven  hundred  men  strong.  The  garden  is  en- 

*  tirely  encompassed  by  a  terrace,  upon  which 

*  are  pitched  the  officers  tents,  and  those  of 
the  common  men  below.     Mr.  Rodney  is 

'  still  on  duty  in  the  city.    No  one  spoEiks  of 

*  Lord  Greorge  Gordon  now,  any  more  than 

*  if  no  such  person  ever  existed.     Numbers  of 
'  the  rioters  are  condemned. 

'  I  must  now  bid  you  adieu,  as  I  have  had 
'but .a  short  notice  of  this  conveyaDce,  and 
'  must  hasten  to  send  my  letter  to  the  Ad- 
'  miralty.    Believe  me  ever,  &c.  &c., 

'  H.  R.' 
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'  TO    REAR-ADHIRAL    SIR    GEORGE    RODNEY. 
'  Admiralty,  June  lath,  1780. 

*  Preferment  being  very  difficult  at  home.  Sir 
'  James  Douglas  has  sent  his  son,  (now  a 
'  master  and  commander)  to  search  for  it  in 
'  the  West  Indies.     In  this  situation  I  cannot 

*  avoid  complying  with  the  request  of  this  old 

*  and  worthy  Admiral,  to  join  with  him  in 

*  recommending  the  young  man  to  your  Sa.- 

*  TOur  and  protection. 

*  I  am,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

*  Sandwich.* 


*  TO   PHILIP  STEPHENS,    ESQ. 

'  Princen  Royal,  Gros  Islet  Bay* 
'  July  13th,  1780.' 

*  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  youp 

*  fevour,  dated  May  27th ;  in  reply  to  the  first 
'  part  of  which  I  really  am  at  a  loss  for  words 
'  adequate  to  the  expression  of  that  fiill  and 

*  grateful  sense  which  I  feel  of  his  Majesty's 
'  great  goodness  to  me,  by  his  most  gracious 
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'  and  favourable  opitiion,  and  acceptance  of 
'  my  poor  serrices,  as  well  as  of  their  Lord- 
'  ships'  flattering  approbation  of  my  conduct, 
'  on  the  17th  of  April  last. 

*  So  signal  a  mark  of  honourable  distinc- 

*  tion,  however  paramount  to  my  humble  de- 

*  serts,  cannot  fail  to  rouse  that  naval  British 
'  spirit  which,  I  am  confident,  is  not  extinct 

*  among  us,  and,  in  the  end,  must  produce 
'  that  emulation  in  the  service,  the  effect  of 
'.  which  will  prove,  I  trust,  as  &tal  to  his  Ma- 
'jesty's  enemies,  as  it  will  redound  to  the 
'  glory  of  the  British  flag. 

*  It  is  with  real  pain  and  grief  of  heart, 

*  that  from  the  contemplation  of  so  pleasing  a 
'  subject,  I  find  myself  under  the  necessity  of 
'  adverting  to  one  so '  disagreeal^e  as  that 
'  contained  in  the  second  paragraph  of  your 

*  letter. 

'  That  his  Majesty's  flag  was  not  properiy 
'  supported,  is  a  melancholy  truth  which  no 

*  man  has,  nor  can  have,  more  reason  to  la- 
'  ment  than  myself,  but  it  is  a  truth  which  my 
'  duty  to  my  Sovere^^,  and  to  my  country, 
'  will  not  permit  me  to  suppress,  and  which 

*  T  am  sorry  to  add,  my  subsequent  reflections 
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'  upon  the  actions  of  that  memorable  day,  and 
'  the  consequences  thereof,  will  not  allow  me 
'  now  to  palliate ;  at  the  same  time  I  must 
'  freely  confess,  that  the  task  of  bringing  to 

*  trial  and  punishment  all  those  who  appeared 
'  to  be,  through  error  of  judgment,  or  other- 
'  wise,  delinquents  on  that  occasion,  is  not 

*  only  painful  to  my  feelings,  but,  abstracted 

*  eren    from    the    difficulties   attending    the 

*  same  under  the  critical  situation  of  naval 
'  afiaiiB  in  this  part  of  the  world,  would,  in 
'  my  poor  opinion,  produce  none  of  those 

*  salutary  effects  which  might  reasonably  be 
'  expected  at  home  therefrom. 

'  I  have,  therefore,  only  selected  Captain 
'  Bateman,   who    commanded  his  Majesty's 

*  ship  the  Yarmouth,  and  was  one  of  my  own 
'  division,  and  Lieutenant  Appleby,  first 
'  Lieutenant  of  the  Montagu,  who  succeeded 
'  to  the  command  of  that  ship  on  his  captain's 

*  being  wounded,  and  rendered  incapable  of 

*  performing  his  duty,  and  whose  misconduct 
'  appeared  too  manifest  and  notorious  to  be 

*  overlooked,  having  with  my  own  eyes  be- 
'  held  their  gross  neglect  of  my  orders,  and 

*  inattention  to  my  signals,  to  be  tried  at  a 
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*  court  martial,  whenever  the  situation  of 
'  affairs  will  admit  of  courts  martial  being 
<  held. 

'  I  hare  only  to  add,  what  indeed  I  have 

*  already  reqnested,  the  farour  of  you,  Sir,  to 
'  convey  to  their  Lordships,  that  to  this  in- 

*  attention  to  signals,  both  in  the  van  and  the 

*  rear  divisions  of  the  squadron  under  my 

*  command,  is  to  be  attributed  the  loss  of  that 

*  glorious  opportunity  (perhaps  never  to  be 
'  recovered),  of  terminating  the  naval  contest 

*  in  these  seas. 

'  I  cannot  conclude  without  taking  notice 
'  of  my  having,  in  justice  to  the  characters  of 

*  Captain  Bowyer,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Al- 

*  bion,  and  Captain  Douglas,  of  his  Majesty's 
'  ship  Terrible,  which  I  heard  had  been  un- 

*  justly  and  unworthily  traduced  in  the  pubUc 

*  papers  at  home,  certified,  under  my  hand, 

*  my  sincere  belief  that  these  gentlemen  really 

*  meant  well,  and  would  have  done  their  duty 
'  had  they  been  permitted.    The  former  of 

*  them  has  twice  had  an  opportunity  of 
'  proving  himself  a  brave  and  gallant  officer. 

*  On  this  subject,  I  should  be  guilty  of  the 

*  greatest  injustice,  if  I  did  not  voluntarily,  and 
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'  unasked,  give  this  public  testimony  to  the 
'  character  of  Captain  Young,  of  the  Sand- 

*  Mich,  whose  gallant  and  intrepid  behaviour, 
'  not  only  on  the  17th  of  April,  but  on  every 

*  subsequent  occasion,  has  been  such  as  to 
'  merit  all  that  can  be  said  in  his  praise. 

'  EquEtlly  iree  and  unsolicited  are  the  cer- 

*  tificates  I  have  given  those  brave  officers, 
'  Captain  HoultoU;  of  hi»  Majesty's  ship  the 

*  Montagu,  and  Captain  Molloy,  of  his  Ma- 
'  jesty's  ship  the  Trident,  both  of  whom  bore 
'  down  to  engage  the  enemy,  agreeable  to  the 
'  signal  I  made  for  that  purpose.    The  former 

*  having  the  misfortune  of  being  dangerously 
'  wounded,  his  ship  was  withdrawn  from  the 
'  battle  by  the  first  lieutenant ;  the  latter  was 

*  commanded  by  the  admiral,  in  whose  division 
'  he  was,  to  follow  him. 

'  More  certificates  I  have  not  given,  nor  shall 

*  any  consideration  in  this  life  induce  me  so 
'  fitr  to  prostitute  my  honour  and  character 
'  as  an  officer,  as  to  give,  under  my  hand, 

*  what  is  not  really  dictated  by  my  heart  and 
'  conscience. 

'  I   must,  however,  in  conclusion,   inform 

*  their  Lordships,   in  justice   to   the  corn- 
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'  manders  and  officers  of  the  fleet  under  my 

*  command,  that  since  the  action  of  the  ITth 
'  of  April,  and  during  the  pursnit  of  (he 
'  enemy'B  fleet,  and  in  the  two  rencontres 
'  with  them,  all  my  officers,  of  every  rank 
'  and  denomination,  were  obedient  and  at- 
'  tentire  to  orders  and  signals,  and,  I  am 
'  convinced,  if  the  enemy  had  given  them  an 
'  opportunity,  they  would  have  done  their 

*  duty  to  their  King  and  country.' 


'  TO   REAR-ADHIBAL   SIR   OEOBGE   ROONEY. 

'  Admirelty,  July  I4th,  1780.     . 

'  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
'  your  private  letter,  of  the  Slat  of  May,  and 
'  to  express  my  hope  that  those  which  I  have 
'  written  to  you  by  Commodore  Walsingfaam, 
'  and  other  conveyances,  have  come  safe  to 
'  your  hands,  for  you  may  depend  upon  my 
'  being  a  regular,  though  not  a  voluminous 
'  correspondent,  and  that  every  thing  I  re- 
'  ceive  from  you  will  always  be  acknowledged 
*  by  the  first  opportunity. 
*  It  is  a  painJul  subject  to  talk  of  the  mis- 
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*  behariour  of  several  of  those  under  your 
<  oraimand.   I  am  coDvinced,  that  if  they  had 

*  followed  your  example,  the  navy  of  France 

*  would  have  received  a  blow  which  they  could 
'  not  have  recovered  foi  a  considerable  time, 

*  and  which,  very  probably,  would  have  pro- 

*  cured  u^  a  peace,  and  one  that  woidd  have 
'  been  permanent.    What  those  persons,  who 

*  have  so  basely  deserted  you,  must,  in  their 
'  cooler  moments,  feel  on  this  occasion,  must, 
'  if  they  have  any  feeling,  be  a  very  heavy  pu- 

*  nishment,  though  I  hope  that,  for  the  sake 
'  of  example,  you  will  have  proceeded  in  form 

*  against  some  of  the  principal  delinquents. 

'  I  am  exceedingly  obliged  to  you  for  the 
'  circmnstantial,  though  unpleasant  account 
'  you  give  me  of  the  behaviour  and  principles 
'  of  some  of  the  superior  officers  under  your 

*  cmnmand.     I  shall  treasure  in  my  mind 

*  the  very  judicious  information  you  have 
'  given  me  concerning  them,  and  of  course  be 

*  cautious  how  they  are  ever  employed  in  any 
'  thii^  that  requires  judgment  or  subordina- 
'  tion,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  the  two  prin- 
'  cipal  requisites  in  a  person  who  seeks  to 
'  figure  in  a  military  capacity. 
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'  We  are  in  hourly  expectation  of  hearing 
'  of  more  glorious  actions  from  the  fleet  under 
'  your  command,  (for  you  must  be  aware,  that 

*  from  the  sample  you  have  given  us,  we 
'■  almost  expect   impossibilities   from   you,) 

*  and  I  am  certain  that  I  may  safely  venture 

*  to  say,  that  no  man  before  you  was  ever  so 

*  popular  as  you  are,  who  acquired  his  po- 

*  pularity  by  real  merit.     I  think  I  wrote  you 

*  word  that  I  had  a  scheme  of  bringing  you 
'  into  parliament,  which  failed,  from  your 
'  friends  not  knowing  your  intentions  upon 
'  that  subject,  or  being  properly  prepared 
'  with  some  of  the  materials  that  are  neces- 

*  sary  in  election  business.  You  have,  how- 
'  ever,  now  given  us  fresh  materials  to  work 
'  with,    and  I  would  caution  you  not  to  be 

*  surprised  if  you  should  be  elected  by  the 
'  free  voice  of  the  people  in  some  principal 
'  town  in  this  kingdom.  It  may,  however, 
'  not  be  amiss  for  you  to  write  to  Mr.  Drum- 
'  mond,  or  some  other  of  your  friends,  to 
'  mention  your  wish  with  r^ard  to  being  a 

*  senator. 

'  The  services  you  have  already  done  your 
'  country,  are  certainly  eminent  in  the  highest 
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*  d^ree,  and,  I  am  persuaded,  will  meet  with 
'  every  proof  of  royal  approbation  :  but  I  wait 

*  for  the  concluBire  stroke  of  this  campaign, 
'  to'  take  the  opportunity  of  pressing  for  an 

*  adequate  reward,  and  you  may  rest  satisfied, 
'  that  no  opportunity  shall  be  lost  in  which 

*  I  can  evince  the  truth  and  regard  with 
'  which  I  am,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

'  Sandwich. 

*  P.  S.  I  know  not  what  to  do  to  find  a 

*  good  second  in  command  for  you,  but  you 

*  may  depend  on  my  having  that  matter  in  my 

*  very  serious  consideration,  and  that  I  will 
'  endeavour  to  pitch  on  a  person  Who,  I  think, 
'  will  be  likely  to  second  you  properly,  and 
'  with  proper  subordination.' 


*  TO    LORD    NORTH. 

■  Sandwich,  July  14th,  1780. 

'  Your  Lordship's  very  favourable  and  flat- 
'  tering  commentary  upon  the  great  and 
'  highly  distinguished  honoiur,  which  the  two 
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'  houses  of  parliament  have  been  pleased  to 
'  confer  upon  me,  together  with  your  Lord- 
'  ship's  kind  communicatiou  of  his  Majesty's 
'  most  gracious  intentions  and  great  coode- 

*  scensions  towards  me,  have  impressed  me 

*  with  the  most  grateful  sensations. 

*  Conscious  of  my  inability  to  express  my 
'  real  sense  of  those  honourable  testimonies 

*  of  royal  and  public  approbation,  I  must 
'  throw  myself  upon  your  Lordship's  good- 

*  ness  to  represent,  in  their  true  and  genuine 

*  colours,  those  heartfelt  impressions  of  gra- 
'  titude,  which  cannot  fail  to  excite  my  most 

*  strenuous  exertions  in  future  in  the  service 

*  of  my  Sovereign  and  my  country. 

*  Your  Lordship's  friendship,  which  I  shall 

*  be  ever  proud  to  acknowledge,  and  happy 
'  to  cultivate,  has  encouraged  me  to  request 

the  favour  of  your  Ijordship  to  present  my 
'  most  humble  duty  to  his  Majesty,  and  to 
'  assure  him  that  his  abimdant  goodness  has 
'  left  me  without  a  choice,  and  that  I  am 
'  ready  most  gratefully  to  receive,  in  any  way 
'  most  agreeable  to  his  own  benevolent  wishes^ 
'  that  reward  which  he  has  so  liberally  ten- 
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'  dered  me,  and  which  indeed  is  so  superior 
'  to  my  poor  deserts . 

'  Should  the  mode  of  granting  me  a  pen- 
'  sion  appear  more  eligible  to  his  great 
'  wisdom,  or  leave  him  more  at  liberty  to 
'  gratify  the  services  of  any  other  more  de- 

*  serving  of  his  servants,  by  the  Lieutenant- 

*  Generalship  of  Marines,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
'  acquiesce  in  this,  or  any  other  measure 
'  which  may  receive  his  most  gracious  and 

*  royal  approbation.' 


'  TO   THE  BIGHT  HON.  SIR  FLETCHER  NORTON, 
Speaker  of  the  Home  of  Commont. 

'  Sandmch,  St.  Lude,  July  16th,  1780. 
'  It  is  with  the  deepest  impression  of  grati- 
'  tude  and  respect  that  I  am  now  to  acknow- 
*  ledge  your  very  kind  and  obliging  com- 
'  munication ;  and  that  transcendent  honour 
.*  which  SO  august  an  assembly  as  the 
'  Commons  of  Great  Britain,  in  Parliament 
'  assembled,  have  been  pleased  to  confer  upon 
'  me,  by  their  unanimous  vote  of  thanks. 
'  When  I  reflect  upon  the  ins^ificancy  of 
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'  my  poor  seirices,  compared  with  the  mag- 
'  nitude  of  that  reward  by  which  they  hxve 
'  been  so  immediately  distinguiahed,  I  am  at 
'  a  losa  how  to  express  that  just  and  proper 
'  sense  which  I  entertain  of  the  same. 

'  Upon  yom-  kindne»s,  Sir,  I  must  wholly 
'  rely,  to  make  that  true  report  of  my  moet 

*  grateful  acknowledgments  of  this  great  ob- 

*  ligation,  by  which  the  House  of  Commons 
'  have  bound  me,  under  the  stropgest  ties  of 
'  gratitude,  to  persevere  in  an  unremitting 
'  exertion  of  my  utmost  endeavours  to  promote 

*  the  honour  and  ag^;randisement  of  the 
'  British  flag- 

*  I  cannot  conclude,  without  requesting 
'  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  accept  my  best 
'  and  warmest  thanks  for  your  truly  friendly 
'  and  obliging  manner  of  conveying  to  me  the 
'  sentiments  and  resolution  of  the  House  of 

*  Commons. 

'  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

'  With  the  highest  respect  and  regard, 
*  &c.  &c.  &c.' 
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'  TO   CAPTAIN   CARKETT. 

'  8an4wuA,  at  St.  CbrisUipher'H, 
'  July  80tb,  1780. 

*  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday; 
'  acquainting  me,  that  you  are  credibly  in- 
'  formed,   that  in  ray    public   letter  to    the 

*  Admiralty,  relative  to  the  action  with  the 
'  French  fleet,  on  the  17th  of  April  last,  your 

*  namewae  mentioned. 

'  It  certainly  was ;  and  that  you  mistook^ 

*  and  did  not  properly  obey  my  signal  for 

*  attacking  the  enemy,  agreeable  to  the  21st 
'  article  of  the  additional  dghting  instructions, 

*  by  not  bearing  down  instantly  to  the  enemy's 
'  ship,  then  opposed  to  you,  but  led  to  the 
'  van  ship,  notwithstanding  you  had  answered 
'  my  signals,  signifying  that  it  was  my  in- 
'  tention  to  attack  the  enemy's  rear,  which 
'  signal  I  had  never  altered ;  and,  of  course, 

*  it  behoved  every  officer  to  have  paid  the 
'  utmost  attention  to  it. 

'  Your  leading  in  the  manner  you  did,  in- 
'  duced  others  to  follow  bo  bad  an  example ; 
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'  and  thereby  foi^etting  that  the  bignal  for 
'  the  line  was  only  at  two  cables'  length  dis- 
'  tance  from  each  other,  die  van  diTision  was 
'  led  by  you  to  more  than  two  leago«B  dis- 
'  tance  iroxn  the  centre  divinfm,  which  .was 

*  thereby  exposed  to  the  greatest  atsength  of 
'  the  en^ny,  and  not  propoly  supported. 

*  Could  I  have  imagined  your  oonduotand 

*  inattention  to  signals  had  proceeded  fitom 
'  any  thing  but  error  in  judgment,  I  had  oer- 
^  tainly  superseded  yon,  but  God  forbid  I 
'  should  do  so  for  error  in  judgment  only.    I 

*  only  resolved,  Sir,  not  to  put  it'  in  your 

*  power  to  mistake  again  upon  so  imptMrbuit 
'  an  occasion  as  the  leading  a  Britosh  fleet 
'  to  regular  battle. 

'  You  must  now.  Sir,  ^ve  me  leore  feiiiy 

*  to  tell  you,  however  painfiil  the  task,  that 
'  during  the  time  you  have  been  under  my 
'  command,  you  have  given  me  more  reason 

*  to  find  fault  with  your  conduct  as  an  officer, 

*  than  any  other  in  the  fleet,  (Captain  Bate- 

*  man  excepted,)  by  your  inattention  to  sig- 

*  nals,  and,  Sir,  by  negligently  performing 
'  your  duty,  and  not  exerting  yourself  as  it 
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'  behoved  the  oldest  captain  in  the  fleet,  by 

*  setting  an  example  of  bri^ness,  activity, 
'  and  scrupulous  atteaticm  to  signals. 

*  Did  you  do  so  ?— when,  upon  the  first 
'  signal  I  made  for  a  line  of  battle  abreast, 
'  and  tlien  going  down  to  provoke  the  enemy 
'  to  come  out  to  battle,  you  hauled  your  wind, 

*  instead  of  making  all  the  sail  you  possibly 
'  oould  to  get  into  your  station,  agreeable  to 

*  the  first  article  of  the  additional  fighting 
'  instructions, — thereby  setting  a  very  bad 
'  example  to  all  the  young  captains. 

'  Judge  yourself  what  I  must  have  felt,  to 

*  observe,  that  the  two  oldest  captains  of  the 

*  fleet  I '  had  the  honour  to  command  were 

*  the  only  persons  I  had  just  reason  to  repri- 
'  mand  by  public  signal,  and  let  them  know 

*  they  had  not  obeyed.  Your  almost  constantly 
'  keeping  to  windward  of  your  station,  in 
'  sailing    afterwards ;   the   repeated    signals 

*  made  for  the  ship  you  commanded  to  get 
'  into  her  station ;  your  being  at  an  amazing 
'  distance  from  the  fleet  the  night  before  the 
'  battle ;  my  being  obliged  to  send  a  frigate 

*  to  order  you  down  ;  your  being  out  of  your 

*  station  at  day-break,  notwithstanding   the 
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<  line  of  battle  was  out  all  night— all   this 

*  conduct  indicated  an  inattention  which 
'  ought  not  to  have  been  shown  by  an  officer 
'  who  had  been  bred  in  the  good  old  disci- 
'  pline  of  the  western  squadron ;  and  whiah 
'  nothing  but  the  former  service  you  had  done 
'  your  king  and  country,  and  my  firm  belief 
'  of  your  being  a  brave  man*,  could  have 

*  induced  me,  as  commander  of  a  great  fleet, 
'  to  overlook. 

*  You  may  judge  what  pain  it  has  given 
'  me  to  write  this  letter  to  an  officer  I  have 

*  known  so  long,  and  for  whom  I  have  always 
'  had  a  regard ;  but  in  great  national  con- 
'  cerhs,  and  where  the  service  of  my  king 
'  and  country  is  intrusted  to  my  care,  it  is 
'  imperative  on  me  to  do  my  duly,  and  to 
'  take  care  that  those  under  my  command 

*  do  theirs.  Both  of  which,  without  favour 
'  or  partiality,  I  shall  strictly  adhere  to. 

'  I  am,  &c.  &c.  &c., 

'  G.  B.  R.' 


*  Sir  Geoi^  Rodney  iru  not  ignorant  that  in  a  fanner  wtr 
Capt^  Carkett  had  greatly  diitinguiabed  himsell 

In  the  month  of  Harch,  1758,  Ctptun  Gardner,  in  the  Mon- 
Bonth,  64  gno*,  suj^rted  by  Certain  Stanhope,  «f  the  Hu^iton 
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'  TO  LADY  RODNEY. 

'  Sandioich,  St.  Christopher's. 
'  July  SOth,  1780. 

'  This  is  the  first  moment  that  I  could  call 
'  my  own  since  I  have  been  made  happy  by 
'  the  receipt  of  all  your  letters  by  Walsingham 
'  and  by  the  packet,  though  those  by  the 

*  packet  came  first  to  my  hands. 

*  The  fatigue  of  body  and  mind  that  I  haye 

*  undergone  for  these  six  months  past  has 
'■been  such,  that  I  am  much  surprised,  now 
'  it  is  in  a  manner  OTer,  how  I  could  possibly 
'  get  over  it.  I  hope  to  have  a  little  rest  for 
'a  month  or  two,  but  greatly  fear  I  shall  be 
'  laid  up  with  the  gout,  as  I  feel  myself  much 
'  out  of  order,  and  far  from  well.  The  agita- 
'  tion  of  my  mind,  and  my  anxiety  at  Wal- 
'  singham  not  joining  me  sooner,  have  been 

Court,  64  guns,  fell  in  with  the  FoudrojrBut,  near  Csrthagena, 
bearing  the  flag  of  the  Manjuis  du  Quesn£  chef  detcadre,  and 
took  her.  In  this  action  Captain  Gardner  wai  killed.  The 
Honmeuth  lost  one  hundred  and  fifty  killed  and  wounded — the 
FoudroyaQt  two  hundred.  The  loss  of  masts  on  both  udea 
brought  on  «  close  engagement,  which  lasted  till  the  Swiftsore 
came  up.  Monsieur  du  Quesni  refused,  however,  to  deliver  his 
•word  to  the  captain  of  the  Swiftinire,  but  gave  it,  with  much 
politeness,  to  lieutenant  Caikett,  flnt  of  the  Monmouth. 
8A2 
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'  8ucb  as  not  to  be  eaaily  conceived.  Had  he 
'joined  me  but  one  month  soonier,  both  the 
'  French  and  Spanish  squadrons  had,  in  all 
'  probability,  been  destroyed  ;  yet  when  they 

*  e^cted  a  junction,  uid.  had  thirty-sis  sail 
'  of  the  line,  they  did  not  dare  to  offer  battle,- 
'  but  sneaked  off  in  the  night,  and  left  these 
'  se.as  without  making  one  single  conquest.' 
'  The  Spaniards  greatly  disagree .  with  the  ■ 
'  French,  and  are  gone  to  garrison  .their  own 
'  colonies — the  French  to  St.  Domingo.  . 

'  I  have  sent  a  strong  force  to  Jamaica, - 
'  sufficient  to  protect  it  from  any  insult,  and 
'  am  ready  to  sail  whenever  I  may  hear  his 

*  Majesty's  territories  are  in  danger.  .  I  enp- 
'  pose  the  war  will  be  rpnewed  here,, When 
'the  season  for  acting  arrives;  and  have  not 
'  a  doubt  but  the  ministers  will  .take  care 
'  that  I ,  am  well  supported,  as  so  very  much 

*  depends  upon  it,  and  as  I  shall  send  home 
'  all  my  old  and  foul  ships. 

'  I  have  now  to  tell  you  that  I  have  received 
'  Lord  North's  most  friendly  letter,  and  have 
'  answered  it  agreeably  to  your  wish,  paying 
'  a  due  and  handsome  compliment  to  the  King, 
'  by  saying  that  I,  chose  his  gracious  offer  with 
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*  all  snbmifieion,  and  more  particnlarly  as  it 
'  left  bim  at  liberty-  to  bestoir  the  Lieutenant- 
'  Generalcy  of  Marines  upon  any  other  officer 

*  more  worthy  of  his<  royal  notice.   Hints  have    . 
'been  given  me  of  greater  honours;  but  they 
'-eonse  from  a  suspected  quarter— ^from  one 
'whose  interest  it  is  that  I  should  not  have 

'■  (hem,  though  I  am  wdl  convinced  his  Ma- 
'  jesty  is  ready  to  grant  them.  At  all  events, 
'-I  must  be  in  Parliament:    when  you   see 

'  Colonel  K^ ,  tell  him  my  heart  ia  set 

'-Qpon  it. 

.  '  In  regard  to  what  you  say  about  — ^ — ,  I 
'never  wrote  to  bim,  nor  ever  will.  I  know 
'  him  too  well  -to  trust  him  with  any  letter. 

'  John  is  very  well,  and  has  been  kept  con- 
'  stantly  at  sea,  to  make  him  master  of  his 
'profession.  He  is  now  second  lieutenant 
'  of  the  Sandwich,  having  risen  to  it  by  rota- 

*  tion ;  but  still  I  send  him  in  fr^tea :  he  has 

*  seen  enough  of  great  battles^  All  he  wants 
'  is  seamanship,  which  he  must  learn.  When 
'he  is  a  seaman,  he  shall  be  a  captain,  bnt 
'  not  till  then. 

'  The  court-inartial  will  commence  to-mor- 

*  row  on  Captain  Bateman,  who  commanded 
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'  the  Yarmouth  *,  in  the  battle  of  the  I7th  of 
'  April,  and  withdrew  from  it.     If  all  were  to' 

*  be  tried  who  misbehaved  on  that  day,  T 
'  know  not  where  jui^b  could  be  found,  aad 
'  I  do  not  choose  delinquents  should  try  de- 

'  linquents  ;  therefore,  only  a  few  are  se- 
'  lected,  as  an  example  to  others ;  but  I  have 

*  sent,  and  will  send,  home  most  of  those  cap-' 
'  tains,  &c.  &c.,  who  were  with  me  on  that 
'  day.  Ten  sail  of  them  I  have  sent  to  Ja- 
'  maica ;  the  others  are  gone,  and  are  going, 
'  to  England  with  convoys.     My  public  letter 

*  I  am  sorry  they  did  not  publish  :   it  was 

*  (ruth,  truth  itself;  and  I  will  never  consent 
'  to  erase  one  word  of  it.  It  is  indifferent  to 
'  me  whether  Parliament  inquires  into  it :  I 
'  will  prove  it  true,  and  that  scarcely  any  man 
'  deserved  my  public  applause  but  the  cap-' 
'  tain  of  the  Sandwich  f  i  he  has  more  merit 

*  than  all  the  rest  put  t«^ther.  However,  the 
'  treating  them  in  the  manner  I  have  done  has 
'  had  a  very  good  effect,  and  taught  them  a 
'  lesson  they  were  before  ignorant  of — that 

*  Thii  court-nurti&l  cKd  not  Uk«  place  until  Sir  Qsorge'i 
urivd,  at  the  close  of  thii  year,  in  North  America. 
^  Csptain  Yoiuig. 
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*  while  they  are  under  my  command  they 

*  muat  do  their  duly,  or  they  vill  suffer  dis- 

*  grace ;  but  if  they  live  to  eternity,  they  will 
'  never  have  it  in  their  power  to  make  their 

*  country  amends  for  their  behaviour  on  the 
'  17th  of  April  last. 

*  I  find  the  world  call  out  aloud,  that  I 
'  should  have  praised  those  who  had  done 

*  their  duty  on  that  day.    Show  me  the  man 

*  (my  own  captain,  and  a  few  others,  ex- 
'  cepted)  that  deserved  praise ;  and  then  let 
'  them  blame  me,  if  they  can.  I  would  fein 
'  think  it  was  ignorance ;  I  am  unwilling  to 

*  think  worse.     Part,  I  am  sure,  was  villainy, 

*  with  the  hope  of  upsetting  the  Administra- 
'-tion.  I  have  told  them  so;  and,  if  it  is' 
'  necessary,  can  bring  my  chaige  home.  The 
'  world  will  plainly  perceive,  by  my  sending 
'  all  the  ships  that  were  on  this  station  before 
'  my  arrival  home,  what  is  my  reason  for  so 

'  doing :  it  wants  no  comment ;  nor  did  my 
'  praise  of  the  French  Admiral— I  meant  it 
'  as  a  reproof  to  my  own  fleet ;  they  de- 
'  served  it. 

'  Now  for  domestic  concerns.     Mr.  Mayler 

*  is,  I  am  sure,  very  attentive :  be  writes  me 
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*  maivf'  letten,  not  one-half  of  whicfa^  <ian  I 
f  possibly  ansirer  in  this  conntryv  without 
^being  laid-upfcr  a  month,  at  least.  All  I 
'  want-isi  to  pay  off  my  debts  as  soon  «a  pos- 
'  sible :  I  shall  not  be  easy  till  this  is  done. 

*  Wlien  I  am  clear,  X  hope  Fortune  here  will 

*  enable  me  to  obtain  wherewithal  to  provide 

*  for  my  family. 

'  I  shall  write  to  my  real  friend,  Mr.  Udney. 
'  His  adrice  is  good;  but  my  mind  mnst  be 
'  set  at  ease,  by  tearing  me  without  debts. 
'  I  cannot  bear,  waiting  till  a  peace.  Let  me 
'  be  olear  of  all  demands,  and  our  income  will 
'be  more  than  sufficient  to  live  as  we  ought, 
'and  to  ■save  money.  The  pension,  Lord 
'  North  tells  me,  is  to  take  place  from  the  5tfa 
'  of  January  last  *. 

•  The  patent  for  Sir  George  Rodney  was  dated  S(h  Januaiy, 

17B0,  and  contained  &  grant — 'To  SirGEOROEBRVDaEsRoDNiY, 

'  SfOOli  a  yefir  during  life,  and  to  cotnmenoe  the  Sth  Januaij, 

'  1780  ;  andalUrhis  decease,  Itw  said  2 00 D^  per  annum  is  giantied 

'to  Gkosoe  Rodney,  Esq.  for  the  following  purpose: — To 

■  Gbosoe  Rodney,  Esq.,  1000/.  a  year  during  his  life.    To  Dame 

'  Henrietta  Rodney,  500^.  a  year  during  her  life. 

'  To  John  RocNEY,  ^the  younger  chQdren  of  Sir 

JaneRoonet,  I  George    and    Lady    Rodnef, 

HzHRi ETTA  Rodney,  \\00l.   a  year  each,  to  con- 

Anns  Rodney,  and  tinue  dtmng   each   of  their 

SARAB'BAYDpzs  Roi>NEY,-'iespeetive  li?e8.' 
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*  Many  prizes  have  been  t^en  since  my 
'  command  here,  but  none  very  valuable.  I 
'  h(^  Fortune  may  soon  smile  upon  me,  ft>r 
'  all  your  saJc^.  As  yet,  all  has  been  war  and 
*  batile. 

.  '  The  account  you  give  me  df .  my  dear,  girls 
<  makes  me  very  happy. ,  Tell  Jenny  I  fear 
'  she  has  not  a  good  writing-master.  I  am 
'glad  my  brother.has  become  himself  t^in : 
'  his  wifc  is  a  good  creature ;  I  shall  write  to 
'  thank  her  for  standing  sponsor  to  my  little 
'.  gjrl.  ,  Jenny  says  it  has  yery  good  .lungs; 
',  I  fancy  it  disturbs  her  too  early  in  the  mom- 
'  ing.  Tell  Anne  I  expect  she  knows  me  when 
'.I  return,  and  that  she  remains  fond  :of  her 
'guardian  Loup,  who,  I  am  sure,  poor  fellow! 
'  will  not  forget  me.  Jenny  tells,  me*  in-  one 
'  of  her  letters,  that  he  was  highly  affronted 
'  at  my  forgetting  to  mention  him. 

'.I  .cannot. say  more  than  my  love  to  my 
'dear  girls,  and  all  friends.' 


:dbvGoogIe 


LirK   or   LOBD    KODNEV. 


'  TO    PHILIP    STEPHENS,    ESQ. 

'  Sandmch,  B&aw  Tene  Retd, 
'  St.  Chrislopher'a,  July  31st,  17fi0. 

'  Since  my  last,  dated  St.  Lucie,  lat  July, 
'  sent  by  Rear- Admiral  Parker,  giving  their 
'  Lordships  an  account  of  the  situation  of 
'  affairs  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  the 
'  very  great  force  of  the  combined  fleets, 
'  which  consisted  of  thirty-six  sail  of  the  line, 
'  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  their  Lord- 
'  ships,  that,  notwithstandiDg  their  great  su- 
'  periority  in  numbers,  they  did  not  venture 
'  to  attack  any  of  his  Majesty's  islands,  or  to 

*  reconnoitre   his    Majesty's   fleet,    then    at 

*  anchor  in  Gros  Islet  Bay,  notwithstanding 
'  I  had  a  small  squadron  continually  cruising 
'  before  the  mouth  of  Fort  Royal  Bay,   in 

*  order  to  give  me  notice  of  all  their  motions. 
'  They  did  not  even  attempt  to  drive  them 
'  from  the  station,  but  remained  totally  in- 
'  active  in  the  great  bay  of  Fort  Royal  till 
'  the  5th  of  July,  when  the  whole  combined 

*  fleets,  in  the  night,  put  to  sea,  withoat 
'  making  signals,  or  showing  lights. 
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'  I  ofdered  frigate  to  follow  them,  and 

*  ^ly  report  to  me  their  eituatioD,  and  the 

*  motions  they  made ;  holding  the  fleet  under 
'my  command   in  momentary  readiness   to 

*  follow,  and  disconcert  any  intentions  they 

*  might   have    formed   against   the  Leeward 

*  lalands. 

*  The  combined  fleets  went  to  Guadaloupe, 

*  where  they  remained  some  few  days,  and, 
'  an  the  9th  instant,  were  left  by  one  of  my 
'  cruisers  (the  Alert)  off"  Santa  Cruz,  steering 

*  west.    Captain  Vashon,  who  conmiEinds  her, 

<  acquainted  me  that  he  counted  twenty-six 

*  sail  of  the  line  at  least ;    that  they  wer^ 

*  divided  into  four  squadrons,  at  a  very  con- 

*  siderable  distance  from  each  other. 

'  I  immediately  despatched  the  Alert  to 

*  Jamaica,  to  give  Sir  Peter  Parker  notice  of 

*  the  enemy's  sailing,  having  before  sent  the' 
'  Tobago  and  Scarborough  with  intell^enoe 
'  to  that  island. 

'  Mr.  Walsingham   and   the  troops  ftom 

*  England  having  joined  me  on  the  12th 
'  instant,  every  despatch  possible  was  made 

*  for  the  fleet  and  tmnsports  to  put  to  sea  the 

*  moment  they  were  watered,  which  took  up 

<  some  time,  and  was  in  some  measure  de- 
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'Jftyediby  the  Princeas  Royal's  mainmast 
'beiqg  fouad  unserviceable,  and. obliged  to 
'  hare  a  new  one. 
u  '.On, the  17th I  put. to  sea  with  the  fleet,' 

*  leaving  Ck)mmodore  Hotham  with  the  Ven- 
'  geance,  Fame,  Boyne,  Ajax,  Vigilant,  aud 
'  Preston,  witJa  frigates,  fw  the  protection  of 
'.6t,  Lucie,  and  the  windward  islands  of  Bar- 
'.  badoes  and  TobagO; 

'  With  the  remainder  I  proceeded  with  the 
'  wh<^  convoy  to  St.  Christopher's,  where  I 
'.  had  ordered,  from  Antigua,  a  vessel  loaded 
'with. rum  to  meet  me,  for  the. use  of  the 
'  .fleet,  there  not  being  a  sufficient  quantity 

*  at  St.  Lucie  to  supply  them. 

'  On  my  arrival  here,  I .  received  secret 
'  intelligence  (which  has  never  deceivied  me) 
'of  the  violent  disagreements  between  the 
'  Spanish   and   French    admirals ;    that   the 

*  Spaniards  absolutely  refused  to  co-operate 

*  with  them  in  any  enterprise  whatever, 
'.openly  .declaring  their  court  had  been  de- 

*  ceived,  and  that  they  had  been  made  tcr 
'believe,  before  they  left  Spain,  that  they 
'  would  find,  on  their  arrival  in  the  Weet 
'  Indies,  the  French  in  possession  of  all  the 
'  Caribbee   Islands.     The  rancour    between 
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'■the  two  nations,  by  all  accounts,  and  by 

*  inany  intercepted  letters,  was  fatal  to 
'  several  officers ;  and  the  sickness  and 
'  mortality,  in  both  fleets,  had  reduced  them 
'  Tery  much.  ■        ■      ■ 

'  As  I  was  pretty  well  convinced,  by  the 

*  intelligence  I  had  received  on  my  arrival' 
'  here,  that  the  Spanish  fleet  was  to  part 
'  with  the  French  off  Porto  Rico,  and,  after 
'  landing  some  troops  at  that  island,  was  to 
'  proceed  to  Carthagena,  to  reinforce  that  gar- 
'  rison,  and  from  thence  to  the  Havannah ; 
'  and  as  four  sail  of  French  ships  of  the  line 
'  were  seen  to  pass  to  the  northward  oi  the 
'  Virgin  Islands  (supposed  for  Europe  or 
'  America),  and  as  the  fVench  fleet  had  taken 
'.  the  whole  homeward-bound  trade  of  their 
'.  islands  with  them,  the  season  lik«vise  beittg 
'.  so  very  far  advanced,  I  could  not  conceojre,' 
'considering  these  circumstances,  that  Jd- 
'.  maica  should  be  in  such  danger  as  to  require 
'  the  whole  force  of  the  fleet  under  my  com- 
'  mand.  I  therefore  despatched  Rear-Ad- 
'  miral  Rowley  and  Commodore  Walsingham 

*  with  the  ten  sail  of  the  line  named  in  the 
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'  mai^n  *,  with  the  troops  and  convoy  to 
.  '  Jamaica,  with  orders  to  put  themselves 
'  under  the  command  of  Vice-Admiral  Sir 
'  Peter  Parker ;  and  that  I  had  Bent  the  said 
'  ships  not  only  for  the  defence  of  that  island, 

*  hut  likewise  to  enable  him  to  send  home  die 
'  great  trade  thereof  under  the  protection  of 
'  such  a  force  ajs  not  to  endanger  them,  should 

*  they  be  attacked  by  the  Spanish  squadron 
'  at  the  Havannah.  I  likewise  acquaint^ 
'  him,  that  the  greatest  part  of  the  squadron 
*'  I  had  sent  him  were  intended  to  have  been 
'  sent  to  England  from  hence,  in  order  to  be 

*  repaired,  had  not  this  event  taken  place; 
'  that  it  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  securing,' 
'  with  little  danger,  the  important  commerce 

*  of  Jamaica,  and,  at  the  same  time,  would 
'  be  the  means  of  sending  home  for  repair  a 
'  considerable  quantity  of  his  Majesty's  ships. 

*  Rear>Admiral  Rowley  and  Commodore 
'  Walsingham  sailed  from  hence  on  the  34th 
'  instant,  with  orders  to  despatch  to  me  his 

■  Princess  Soyal,  Thunderer,  Magnificent,  Stiriing  Cutle, 
Albion.  GriLfton,  Conqueror,  Elizabeth,  Trident,  Berwick,  tod 
Bwbadoei  sloop. 
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'  Majesty's  brig  the  Alert,  which  had  been 
'  directed  to  join  the  fleet  off  the  island  of 
'  Beata,  on  the  south  side  of  St.  Domingo, 
'  that  I  might  be  perfectly  acquainted  with 

*  the  situation  of  affairs  at  Jamaica.  With 
'  the  remainder  of  his  Majesty's  ships  under 
'  my  command,  most  of  which  are  copper- 

*  bottomed,  I  shall  hold  myself  in  momentary 

*  readiness  to  assist  any  of  his  Majesty's  co- 
'  lonies  on  which  the  enemy  may  attempt  to 

*  make  an  impression,  or  act  with  them  in 
'  such  a  manner  as  shall  appear  to  be  most 
'  beneficial  to  his  Majesty's  serrice. 

'  The  Boyne  and  Preston  proceed  with  the 
'  present  conroy,  which  I  hope  will  sail  to- 
'  morrow  morning.     The  Fame,  Vigilant,  and 

*  Suffolk,  shall  proceed  to  England  with  the 

*  trade  that  will  be  ready  early  in  September ; 

*  and  the  remainder  of  the  ships  on  this  sta- 

*  tion,  which  are  in  want  of  great  repair,  and 

*  are  not  copper-bottomed,  shall  proceed  with 
'  them,  or  with  the  convoy  which  their  Lord- 
'  ships  have  been  pleased  to  order  shall  sail 

*  from  hence  in  October  next. 

'  By  this  arrangement,  I  hope  all  the  foul 
'  ships   which   want    repair   will    arrive  in 
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'  England  before  the  winter  sets  in,  by  which 
'  Yneans  government  will  be  enabled  to  send 
'  me  such  a  force,  ifithbut  weakening  the 
'  home  service,  as  I  hope  will  enable  me  to 
'  defeat  all  the  designs  of  his  Majesty's  ene- 

*  mies,  and  likewise  enable  him  to  dictate  to 
'  them  his  own  royal  terms  of  peace. 

*  I  am  fully,  convinced  that  I  shall  have 
'  every  assistance  in  their  Lordships'  power 
'  to  grant ;  and  I  beg  you  will  assure  them, 
'that,  whenever  the  courts-martial  are  over 

*  which  begin  to-morrow,  his '  Majesty's 
'  squadron  in  these  seas  shall  not  remain 
'  inactive.' 


Sir  Geoj^e  Rodney's  extraordinary  va- 
lance and  activity  ever  since  his  first  arrival 
in  the  West  Indies,  combined  with  the  prtMiip- 
titude  and  vigour  of  his  movements,  had 
completely  baffled  the  designs  of  the  eaemy; 
and,  having  obliged  them  to  relinquish  what- 
ever enterprises  they  might  have  contem- 
plated, compelled  them  to  remain,  in  listless 
inactivity,  within  their  several  ports.  By  the 
admirable   disposition   of  his    frigates,  •  abd- 
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loqk-out  vessela^  he  nevei  faUed  to.gaia  tlie 
moBt  accurate  intelligence  of  their  motions 
ajQd  intentipuB,  and  by  his  skilful  arrange- 
meots  and  judicious  management  of  his  force, 
crippled,  and  greatly  inferior  as  it  was  to  the 
■  comhmed  fleets,  he  frustrated  all  their  pro- 
jects, and  contriTed, ,  with  the  very  limited 
means  he  possessed,  to  provide  for  the  safety 
of  the  widely-extended  British  colonies  in 
those  seas.  He  had  dtme  all  that  a  brave  and 
wise  man  could  do  to  austEiin  the  honour  of 
the  British  flag,  and  to  revive  the  sunken 
spirit  of  the  navy;  enough  for  his  own  glory, 
and  more  than  his  country,  under  the  dilSicult 
and  truly  distressing  circumstances  in  which 
he  was  placed,  could  have  expected  from  him. 
The  fatigue  of  body  and  anxiety  of  mind  he 
had  endured  during  the  last  four .  months 
were  such  as  (he  ol^erves  in  his  letters)  he 
wondered  how  he  could  have  surmounted. 
The  misbehaviour  of  his  officeis  in  the  actnms 
with  Langara  tmd  De  Guichen  had  filled  him 
with  chagrin  and  vexation;  and  how  deeply 
be  felt  the  disappointment  of  his  cherished 
hopes  of  a  glorious  victory,  which  was  fdmost 
within  his  grasp,  is  best  shewn  by  his  private 

Vol,  I.  2  B 
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correspondence,  in  which  he  gives  fiill  vent 
to  the  expression  of  his  feelings.  His  heart 
was  seared  with  sorrow  and  with  resentment 
at  his  wrongs.  Nevertheless  his  energies  did 
not  forsake  him,  and  his  spirit  rose  above  his 
misfortunes.  Harassed  as  he  was  by  both 
mental  and  bodily  sufferings,  it  were  natural 
for  him  to  seek  repose,  and  some  brief  respite 
at  least  from  exertion ;  but  to  a  man  of  Sir 
George's  frame  of  mind,  inaction  appeared  a 
crime  as  long  as  his  moral  and  physical 
powers  existed;  and  although  the  British 
colonies  were  for  this  year  placed  in  perfect 
security,  the  French  fleet  under  De  Guichen 
having  sailed  with  a  convoy  for  Europe ;  and 
the  Spanish  squadron  being  disabled  by 
sickness,  and  themselves  solely  intent  upon 
garrisoning  and  protecting  their  own  islands; 
yet  was  the  Admiral  not  satisfied  with  what 
he  had  done ;  accordingly,  he  turned  his 
thoughts  towards  North  America,  in  con- 
formity with  the  plan  he  had  suggested  to  the 
British  government,  prior  to  the  breaking  out 
of  the  present  war,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
declaration  which  Lord  Sandwich  had  made 
in  his  letter  to  Sir  George,  dated  September 
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SStfa,  1780,  *  that  unless  our  commanders-in- 

*  chief  will  take  the  great  line  as  you  do,  and 
'  consider  the  King's  lohole  domimaiu  (u  wider 
'  their  cart,  &c.  &c.  our  enemies  must  find  us 
'  unprepared    somewhere,    and    carry    their 

*  point  against  us.'  Having  with  all  despatch 
refitted  and  watered  his  fleet,  he  sailed  direct 
for  the  coast  of  Carolina,  and  arrived  there 
early  in  the  month  of  September,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  British  army,  and  the  American 
loyalists,  who  were  no  less  astonished  than 
^tified  by  his  sudden  and  unlooked-for 
appearance  in  that  quarter. 


'  TO   PHILIP  STEPHENS,    ESQ. 

'  SandwitA,  at  Sea,  Aug.  12th.  1760. 

Having  received  undoubted  intelligence  that 

*  the  American  rebels  carried  on  a  most  per- 
'  nicious  commerce  at  the  island  of  St.  Eusta- 

*  tius,  whicb  was  likewise  an  asylum  for  their 
'  cruisers,  from  whence  they  received  eveiy 
'  succour,  and  were  thereby  enabled  greatiy 
'  to  annoy  the  trade  of  his  Majesty's  subjects. 
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*  I  thought  it  absolutely  necessary  to  station 
'  a  squadron  of  frigates,  in  such  a  manner  as, 
'  I  was  in  hopes,  would  intercept  and  destroy 

*  the  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  his  Ma- 
'jesty's  rebellious  subjects  bound  to  that 
'  island. 

*  Some  of  the  frigates  employed  in  that 
'  service,  pursued  five  sail  of  his  Majesty's 
'  piratical  rebellious  subjects,  armed  for  war, 
'  on  the  6th  instant.  They  took  shelter  in  the 
'  road  of  St.  Martin,  a  small  island,  partly 
'  belonging  to  his  Majesty,  and  partly  to  the 
'  States  General. 

'  The  piratical  rebels  •  had  the  insolence, 
'  after  they  were  at  anchor  in  the  road,  to 
'  insult  his  Majesty's  flag  in  the  grossest 
'  manner,  by  daring  to  hoist  their  rebellious 
'  colours,  with  a  broad  pendant,  bringing  a 
.  *  spring  upon  their  cables,  and  pointing  all 
'  their  guns  into   his  Majesty's    sloop,    the 

*  The  expression  here  used  may  appear  to  be  somewhat 
hftnh,  but  SirGeoi^  Rodney  couJd  never  look  upoD  the  reroK  of 
the  North  American  colonies  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  ■ 
rebellion  against  their  King  and  their  mother  countiy,  wherefoK 
he  invariably  termed  the  commanders  of  theit  aimed  pmaieat, 
piratical  rebels. 
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*  RoTcr.    The  Dutch  Governor  took  no  notice 

*  of  this  insult,  but  permitted  the  Americans 
'  to  wear  their  rebellious  colours. 

'  Notice  of  this  insult  being  immediately 
'  given  me,  at  St.  Christopher's,,  where  I  then 
'  was,  with  his  Majesty's  fleet,  I   instantly 

*  despatched  Captain  Robinson,  with  a  squa- 
'  dron  of  frigates,  and  his  Majesty's  ship 
'  Intrepid,  to  St.  Martin's,  to  seize  or  destroy 
'  the  American  piratical  vessels,  and  to  ac- 
'  quaint  the  Dutch  Governor  that  every 
'  attention .  and  respect  should  be  paid  the 
'  Dutch  flag  while  they  kept  within  the  rules 
'  of  neutrality;  but  that  his  suffering  so  gross 

*  an  insult  to  the  British  flag,  and  his  per- 
'  mitting  the  Americans  to  wear  their  rebel- 

*  lious  and  piratical  colours  in  the  road,  so 

*  directly  contrary  to  treaty,  was  a  convincing 
'  proof  to  me,  that  he  either  could  not,  or 

*  would  not  prevent  it.     I  had  therefore  sent 

*  a  squadron  of  the  King  my  master's  ships, 

*  to  chastise  them. 

'  They  seized  all  the  American  vessels;  and 

*  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  their  Lord- 
'  ships,  that  it  has  had  so  good  an  efiiect,  and 
'  has  brought  the  Dutch  governors  so  much  to 
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'  their  senaeB,  that  they  now  pay  some  atten- 
'  tion  to  ancient  treaties,  and  aclutowledge 
'  that  they  know  no  American  ooloun,  nor 
'  suffer  any  to  he  hoisted  in  their  portg  in  the 
'  West  Indies. 
'  The  Americans  taken  iu  these  vessels  en- 

*  deaToured  to  prevail  upon  my  officers  to 
'  take  from  the  shore  three  hundred  hogs- 

*  heads  of  tobacco,  which  they  had  landed 

*  upon  the  beach,  which  they  declared  to  be 
'  their  property,  and  not  sold  to  the  Duteh. 
'  The  answer  given  them  was  this :  '*  His 
'  Majesty's  ships  were  sent  to  chastise  their 

*  insolence,  not  to  aeize  their  tobacco,  nor  to 

*  make  war  with  the  Dutch."  ' 


*  TO  PHILIP  STEPHENS,    ESQ. 

'  Saadmch,  off  Sandy-Hook, 
*Sept.  16th,  1780. 

*  I  had  the  honour  to  write  you  on  the  31st 
'  July  last,  acquainting  you  with  the  retreat 

*  of  the  French  and  Spanish  fleets  from  Mar- 

*  Unique  and  the  Garibbee  islands,  without 
'  having  dared  to  make  any  attempt  whatever 

*  on  his  Majesty's  territories ;  aa  likewise  with 
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*  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Walsingham,  with 

*  the  ships,  transports,  and  trade  at  St.  Lucie; 
<  with  my  leaving  diat  island  with  the  greatest 
'  part  of  the  fleet,  ordering  every  French  island 
'  to  be  reconnoitred ;  with  my  arrival  at  St. 

*  Christopher's;  and  my  despatching  from.that 

'  island  Rear-Admiral  Rowley  and  Commo-  ' 
'  dore  Walsingham,  with  ten  sail  of  the  line, 
^  the  transports  with  the  troops  commEmded 
'  by  General  Garth,  and  the  trade,  to  Jamaica. 
*  I  must  now  desire  you  will  please  to  ac- 
'  quaint  their  Lordships,  that  the  appearance 
'  of  the  weather  was  such,  that  I  thought  it 

*  extremely  improper,  and  too  dangerous,  to 
'  risk  the  safety  of  so  important  a  part  of  his 
'  Majesty's  ships,  all  copper-bottomed,  and 
'  ready  for  any  enterprise,  to  remain  longer, 

*  at  such  a  season  of  the  year,  in  so  dangerous 

*  a  road  as  St.  Christopher's  in  a  hurricane 
'  month.    I  therefore  put  to  sea  without  loss 

*  of  time,  and  cruised  in  such  a  manner  to  the 
'  northwai^  of  Barbuda,  as  not  only  to  put 
'  my  ships  out  of  the  danger  of  being  wrecked, 

*  should  a  hurricane  take  plaee,  but  likewise 
'  to  intercept  the  enemy's  convoys,  having  left 
'  frigate,  with  proper  rendezvous,  to  join  me 
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'  with  any  intelligence  that  might  arrive,  either 
'  irom  Jamaica  or  America,  hoth  of  which  I 
'  hourly  expected. 

*  Having  received  certain   intelligence  by 

*  my  several  correspondents,  of  the  arrival  of 

*  M.  de  Guichen  at  Cape  Francis  with  the 

*  French  fleet  in  very  bad  condition,  with  the 
'  departure  of  the  Spanish  squadron,  ex- 
'  tremely  sickly,   to  the  Havannah,  with  a 

*  certainty  of  a  convoy  of  upwards  of  three 
'  hundred  sail  of  ships  destined  to  sail  from 

*  St.  Domingo  to  France,  wnder  the  protection 
'  of  the  French  fleet,  I  had  not  a  doubt  but 
'  part  of  that  fleet  was  intended  to  reinforce 
'  the  squadron  under  M.  Temay,  of  whose  ar- 
'  rival  and  taking  possession  of  Rhode  Island 
'  I  had  been  assured  by  a  captain  of  an  Ame- 
'  rican  vessel.  As  it  plainly  appeared  to  me 
'  that  his  Majesty's  territories,  fleet,  and  aimy 

*  in  Americawere  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
'  overpowered  by  the  superior  force  of  the 

*  public  enemy,  1  deemed  it  a  duty  incumbent 

*  upon  me  to  forego  any  elnoluments  that 
'  might  have  accrued  to  myself  by  the  enter- 
'  prise   intended  by '  General  Vaughan  and 

*  myself  during  the  hurric^e  months  on  the 
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*  Spanish  main  ;   th««fore,   without   a  mo- 

*  ment'g  heBitation,  (knowing  that  Jamaica 
'  was  in  perfect  security,)  I  Aew,  with  all  the 
'  despatch  po6sible,  to  prevent  the  enfony's 

*  making  any  impression  upon  the  continent 

*  before  my  arrival  there,  having  left  under 

*  the  command  of  Commodore  Hotham  a  snf- 

*  ficient  force  to  secure  his  Majesty's  Carib- 
'  bean  islands,  and  without  any  person  what- 
'  ever  in  the  West  Indies  (General  Vaughan 

*  and  Mr.  Hotham  excepted)  having  the  least 

*  surmise  that  I  had  left  that  part  of  the  world. 

'  On  my  arrival  oflF  the  coast  of  Carolina,  I 
'was  made  happy  by  the  recapture  of  a  ship 
'  from  Charlestown,  with  the  glorious  and  im- 

*  portant  news  of  the  victory  obtained  by  the 
'  Earl  Comwallis  a  few  daj^  before  over  the 
'  rebel  General  Gates,  with  the  destruction 
'  of  his  whole  army ;  and  having  swept  the 
'  southern  coast  of  America,  I  anchored  yes- 

*  terday  off  the  Hook,  with  the  squadron 
'  under  my  command,  a  list  of  which  I  have 
'  the  honour  to  inclose.* 


*  '  This  reinrorcement  not  only  disconcerted  all  the  plans  of 
'  the  alliea,  and  termiiiftted  the  sanguine  hopes  which  had  been 
fonne    it  the  opening  pf  the  campaign,  but  placed  it  in  thq 


:dbvGoogIe 


378  LIFE   OF    LORD   RODNEY. 

*  It  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  I  learn 
'  that  I  am  arriTed  before  the  enemy's  aqua- 
'  drOn  which  is  expected  to  reinforce  M.Temay, 
'  who,  I  am  informed,  has  landed  all  his  troops, 

*  and  is  fortifying  Rhode  Island. 

*  I  am  likewise  informed  that  Admiral  Ar- 
^  buthnot  is  cruising  with  nine  eail  of  the  line 
'  before  that  island.  I  haye  already  despatched 
'  Commodore  Drake  with  four  sail  of  the  line 
'  to  reinforce  him,  acquainting  him  with  my 

*  arrival  in  these  parts,  and  that  I  shall  hasten 
'  the  other  ships  of  my  squadron  to  complete 
'  the  blockade  of  M.  Temay. 

'  The  sudden  change  of  climate  makes  it 
'  necessary  for  me  to  go  on  shore  for  some 

*  short  time.  To-morrow  I  propose  going  up  to 
'  New  York  to  consult  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 
'  and  co-operate  with  him  in  whatever  he  may 
'  think  most  beneficial  to  his  Majesty's  ser- 
'  vice,  and  to  propose  to  him  to  attack  Rhode 


'  power  of  the  British  to  project  in  securi^  further  expeditioDK  to 
*  the  south;— AfarjiAaif*  Life  of  ffathington. 

It  appears,  from  a  private  letter  addressed  by  Washington  to  a 
iHend  at  this  period,  that  he  was  in  despair  at  Rodnej's  appear- 
ance on  the  American  coast,  and  at  the  non-amval  of  DeGuichcn, 
the  co-operation  of  whose  fleet  he  had  long  been  r 
expecting. 
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■  island,  and  the  French  fleet  in  that  harbour, 
'  if  he  thinks  it  practicable.  Their  Lordships 
'  may  be  assured  that  my  illness  is  not  of  such 
'  a  nature  as  shall  cau86  one  moment's  delay 

*  in  his  Majesty's  and  the  public  service. 

*  Inclosed  I  transmit  the  state  and  condition 

*  of  his  Majesty's  ships  which  arrived  with  me.' 

On  the  15th  September  Sir  George  Rodney 
assumed  the  command  of  all  the  British  ships 
employed  on  the  North  American  station,  ad- 
dressing the  following  official  letter  to  Vice- 
Admiral  Arbuthnot : — 

'  By  Sir  G.  B.  Rodney,  Bart.,  Admiral 

*  of  the  White,  Commander-in-Chief, 

*  &c.  &c.  &c. 

'  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  put 

*  yourself  under  my  command,  and  follow  such 
'  orders  as  you  may  from  time  to  time  receive 
'  from  me  for  his  Majesty's  service,  for  which 

*  this  shall  be  your  order,  Dated,  Sandwich, 
'  oflF  Staten  Island,  15th  September,  1780. 

'  G.  B.  r: 

To  Vice-Admiral  Arbuthnot, 
•  Ac.  &c.  Ac.' 
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It  is  at  all  times  a  painAil  task  to  notice  in 
works  of  this  description  the  jealousies  and 
dissensions  of  officeTS  of  high  rank  and  cha- 
racter  in  the  naval  or  military  services ;  but  it 
would  be  ED  injustice  to  Sir  Geoi^  Rodney 
to  withhold  from  the  public  eye  the  corre- 
spondence which  took  place  between  the 
above-mentioned  gallant  Admiral  and  him- 
self, with  reference  to  his  assumption  of  the 
conunand  in  those  seas. 

In  the  opinion  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  Sir 
Geoi^e's  appearance  on  that  station  was 
uncalled-for,  irregular,  and  unauthorised ; 
and  he,  in  consequence,  remonstrated,  in 
terms,  perhaps,  not  so  courteous  and  re- 
spectiiil  as  an  inferior  officer  should  do  under 
such  circumstances.  Sir  George's  reply  was 
dignified  and  temperate;  and  his  justification 
of  his  motives  for  visiting  the  American  coast 
at  that  season,  and  of  the  measures  he  had 
adopted  subsequently  to  his  arrival  there, 
requires  no  comment. 
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'  By  Sir  George  Rodney,  Bart.,  Admiral 
'  of  the  White,  Commander-in-Chief^ 
'  &c.  &c.  &c. 

*  Whereas  I  have  received  intelligence  that  a 

*  squadron  of  twelre  or  fourteen  line-of-battle 
'  ships  of  the  enemy  are  daily  expected  on  the 
'  coast  from  Cape  Francois,  in  order  to  join 
'  their  force  already  in  North  America ;  and 
'  as  the  state  of  my  health  is  such  as  to  ren- 

*  der  me  unable  to  take  upon  me  the  command 
'  at  present,   you   are  hereby  required  and 

*  directed  to  employ  the  ships  already  under 
'  your  command,  and  such  as  I  shall  from 
'  time  to  time  send  to  you,  in  such  a  manner 

*  as  you  shall  judge  likely  to  prevent  the 

*  junction  of  the  enemy's  forces,  for  which 
'  purpose  I  have  given  directions  for  the  ships 
'  now  here,  to  be  got  ready  as  expeditiously 
'  as  possible,  and  shall  give  them  orders  to 
'  proceed  directly    to  you   the  instant  they 

*  are  so.  Dated  Sandwich,  oif  Staten  Island, 
'  September  19th,  1780. 

'  G.  B.  R. 

'  To  Vice- Admiral  Arbuthnot, 
'  &c.  Sec.  &c.' 
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'  TO  VICE-ADMIRAL  ARBUTHNOT. 

'  SandtDich,  off  Suten  Island, 
'  SeptemlHr  31st,  1780. 

'  Whereas  I  have  received  undoubted  intel- 
'  ligence  that  there  are  several  ships  in  the 

*  river  Delaware  loaded  with  flour  and  pro- 
'  visions  for  the  French  fleet  and  army  at 
'  Rhode  Island,  which  are  daily  expected  to 
'  sail,  I  make  no  doubt  but  you  will  make 
'  such  a  disposition  of  the  ships  with  you  as 
'  shall  appear  most  likely  t»  prevent  their 
'  getting    into    that   harbour,    should   they 

*  have  the  good  luck  to  escape  Captain 
'  Affleck,  whom  with  two  more  line-of-battle 
'  ships,  and  the  Galatea,  I  have  ordered  to 
'  come  nearer  the  Delaware,  so  that  we  shall 
'  have  a  double  chance  for  them*. 

*  The  secret  orders  issued  to  C^ttain  Affleck,  bere  alluded  to, 
were  as  follows  i — 

'  Whereas  I  have  received  certiun  mtelligencc,  that  a  numher  of 
'  PVench  ships  are  now  loaded  with  flour  and  provisions  in  the 
'  river  Delaware,  for  the  use  of  the  French  fleet  and  army  at 

*  Rhode  Island,  and  are  expected  to  sul  in  a  few  days, — 

'  You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  the  ships  named 
'  in  the  margin,  vii.  (the  Teirible,  Aldde.  and  Galatea,)  whow 

*  csfitains  have  my  orders  to  put  themselves  under  your  command. 
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'  In  case  of  the  weather  proving  bad,  or 
'  they  should  meet  with  a  superior  force,  I 
'  have  ordered  them  to  join  you  off  Rhode 

*  Islandi  or  at  Gardiner's   Bay ;    and  as    I 

*  hourly    expect    the    Intrepid,    and     three 

*  copper-bottomed  frigates  from  the  West 
'  Indies,    I   have    ordered   Captain    Affleck, 

*  should  he  fall  in  with  them,  to  employ  them 

*  nod  proceed,  without  loss  of  time,  to  sea,  and  cruise  in  such  a 

*  manner  as  shall  appear  to  you  most  proper  to  intercept  the 
'  sud  ships,  as  likewise  to  protect  the  convoy  daily  expected  &om 
'  Ireland,  with  provisions  for  the  fleet  and  army. 

'  And  whereas  I  daily  expect  the  Intrepid,  Boreaa,  Greyhound, 
'  and  .Cyclops,  from  the  West  Indies,  should  those  ships  join 
'  fou,  you  may  keep  them  with  you,  should  you  think  it  abeo- 
'  lutely  necessary,  otherwise  you  are  to  hasten  them  to  me  with 
'  all  despatch. 

'  Any  other  ftigates  bekinging  to  the  American  squadron  that 
'  may  join  you  at  sea,  you  are  to  take  under  your  command,  and 

*  station  them  in  the  best  manner  you  possibly  can  for  interceptiiig 

*  the  said  French  ships,  or  the  enemy's  privateers. 

'  Should  you  meet  with  an  enemy's  squadron  superior  to  your 
'  own,  you  are  to  join  Vice-Admind  Arbuthnot,  whom  you  wiH 
'find  in  Gardiner's  Bay,  Long  Island;  and  give  me  notice  of  that 
'event. 

'  You  are  to  continue  on  this  service  for  three  weeks,  or  till  you 
'  intercept  the  enemy's  vessels,  at  which  time  you  are  to  call  off 
'  the  Hook  for  further  orders ;  or  if  the  weather  prove  bad, 
'  repair  to  Gardiner's  Bay,  and  put  yourself  under  the  command 
'  of  Vtce-Admiral  Arbuthnot,  till  further  orders. 

■  Saaduikh,  Sept.  IBth,  1760.* 

'  To  Captain  Affleck, 
&c  Sec.  Sec.' 
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'  in  cruising  along  the  coa^t  to  tbe  S9uJ:^fUtl;- 
*  and  should  l^ey  j^in  me  .mthout  that  hap- 
'  pening,  I,  intend  eifiployiotg  tfreni^ . .  (thp 
'  frigates  at  least,)  on  th^t  sternice,.  aa^  I.  am 
'  told  the  privateers  o^  the.  rehiels  .sw^ifi  off 
'  Charlestown.'    ,  ;     . 


'  TO   VICE-ADMIRAli   AftSUTHNOf.      ■       '  ' 

',  Sandwich,  off  New  York, 
'  October  6lh,  1780. 

'  Since  my  last  which  I  sent  you  by  your 
'  secretary,  Mr.  Green,  I  have  the  honour  to 
'  acquaint  you  that  I  have  had  several  con- 
'  ferences  with  Sir  Henry  Clinton  relative  to 
'  the  situation  of  public  affairs.  He  com* 
'  municated  to  me  the  corresponden(;e  that 
'  had  passed  betw^n  himself  and  you  con- 
'  cerning  the  attack  of  Rhode  Island,  and  the 

*  French  fleet.  It  was  with  extreme  concern 
'  that  I  learnt  that  the  enemy  had  avail^ 
'  themselves  of  every  moment  to  fortify  them- 
'  selves  in   such  a  manner,  as  to  make  an 

*  attempt  upon  it  impracticable. 

'  Sir  Henry  Clinton  communicate^  to  me 
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'  his  plan  relatire  to  his  supporting  the  Earl 
'  Oomwallis,  which  appeared  to  me  of  such 

*  consequence,  that  I  have  given  every  assist- 
'  ahce  towards  carrying  it  into  execution ;  and 

*  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you,  that  the 

*  troops  ue  embarked,  and  ready  to  proceed 

*  oh  that  s^rice.  As  the  season  is  so  far' 
'  adranced,  I  believe  there  is  biit  little  pro- 

*  bability  of  a  French  squadron  of  any^  con- 
'  siderable  force  arriving  on  this  coast  to 

*  support  Monsieur  Ternay,  who  before  the 

*  winter  sets  in  will  make  a  push,  and  sail 
'  for  the  West  Indies.  Should  that  event 
'  take  place,  and  he  escape  an  engagement 
'  in  these  seas,  it  will  be  highly  necessary  he 
'  should  be  followed  with  all  the  despatch 
*-  possible. 

'  I  therefore  have  the  honour  to  inclose 
'  you  a  copy  of  an  order  which  I  have  thought  ' 
'  it  necessary  for  his  Majesty's  service  to  give 
'  Rear- Admiral  Graves,  that  no  time  may  be 

*  lost  in  the  pursuit  of  Monsieur   Ternay, 

*  which  order  I  must  desire  you  will  please  to 

*  deliver  him. 

*  And  whereas  it  appears  to  me,  at  this 
'  critical  moment,  that  your  presence  as  his 

Vou  I.  2  C 
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*  Majesty's  Cammissioner,  and  Conuoandor- 
*■  in-chief  of  his  ahipe  in  America  (in  the 

*  absence  of  any  siiperior  officer),  is  highly 
'  necessary,  that  we,  in  conjunction  vith  Sir 
'  Henry  Clinton,  may  take  snch  measurea  as 
'  may  accelerate  the  success  of  hia  M^esty'a 

*  arms,  and  bring  his  rebellious  subjecta  to  a 

*  sense  of  their  duty ;  I  therefiHc,  Sir^  leave 

*  it  to  your  consideration  and  choice,  mther 

*  to  remain  with  the  sqnadirai  employed  in 

*  watching  the  motions  of  Mtmsienr  Temoy, 
'  or  retdm  to  New  Yoric,  for  the  reasons  I 
'  have  suggested,  and  leave  the  blockade  to 
'  Bear-Admiral  Qraves. 

*  As  I  am  convinced  no  man  faaa  his  Ma- 

*  jesty*s  service  more  at  heart  than  yoursdf, 
'  I  am  sure  you  will  do  that  which  in  your 
'  judgment  shall  appear  best,  and  &vout  me 

*  with  the  resolution  you  may  take. 

*  Being  a  total  stranger  to  the  navigation  in 

*  the  neighbourhood  of  Rhode  Island,  I  must 

*  leave  it  to  you,  whether  (now  the  equi- 

*  noctial  gales    are  passed,  and  the  moon 

*  increasing)  the  squadron  under  your  com- 

*  mand  should  not  put  to  sea,  and  cnuBe,  if  it 

*  can  be  done,  without  imminent  danger,  off 
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'^  Hhode  Iriand;  it  appearing  to  me  they  will 
*'  be  more  in  the  way  of  intercepting  eueconra 
*' intended  for  the  enemy;  of  being  joined, 
^should  there  be  occamon,  by  the  squadron 

*  now  cruising  off  the  D^ware,  or-  oi  inter- 
*:  <^}tin^  MoDneurl^ntay,  ihould  he  attempt 
f  to  put  to  sea. 

-  *  Shotdd  you  return  to  join  me  at  New 

*  Yoric,  yon  will  please  to  come  in  whaterer 
^  ehip  may  be  most  agreeable  to  younel^  and 
*-bring  with  you  CoBunodore  Sir  Chaloner 
f  Og^e^  in  the  Restdution,  leaving  whatever 
'  ^hlp  you  may  t^iink  necessary  under  the 

*  command    of    Reac'-Adibiral   Glares    and 

*  Commodore  Dtake,  to  watch  the  motions 

*  of '  Ae  enemy's  sqaaditnt  at  Rhode  Island, 

*  giving  orders  to  Admiral  Graves  joot  to  lose 

*  one  moment's  time  in  the  pursuit  of  Mod- 

*  sieuT  Ternay,  should  he  leave  that  port :  in 
'  that  case  he  is  to  proceed  agreeably  to  the 

*  inclosed  secret  orders,  which  are  not  to  be 

*  i^nedtiU  such  an  event  takes  place. 

'Should  you  choose  to  remain  with  the 
'  squadron,  you  will  please  to  ord«r  Cwnmo' 
!*  dore  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  in  the  Kesolution,  to 
^joia  me  in  this  port. 

s'cs 
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'  I  consulted  Sir  Henry  Clittton  as .  to  a 
'  correspondence  being  kept  up  betvreen  the 

*  squadron  and  New  Yoric,  by  posts  oa  Long 

*  Island.    His  answa*  was,  *'.It  is  too  dan- 


*  I  hope  I  shall  Teryaooa have  the  honour 
*  of  hearing  ttom  you.* 


'  XO  VICE-ADMIRAL   SIR   OE0RO&   RODNEY. 

•  Kt  Sea,  October  I6Ui,  1780.    . 

*  W y  orders  from  the  Board  of  Admiralty  are 
'  positive  to  attend  in  person  the  movements 

*  of  the  enemy's  squadron,  under  Monsieur 
'  Temay  within,  and  to  the  northward  with- 
'  out,  the  lunits  of  my  commukd,  should  he 
'  exceed  them.  The  same  orders  enjoin  me 
'  to  detach  Rear-Admiral  Graves  after  him, 
'  whithersoever  he  may  proceed. 

'  As  one  part  of  your  letter  points  at  my 
'  inducement  for  remaining  occasionally  in 

*  Crardiner's  Bay,  I  judge   it  necessary  to 

*  explain  myself  on  that  head. 

'  It  has,  Sir,  been  my  constant  endeavour; 
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'  by:  t^at  meone,  to  keep  the  ships  constantly 

*  wooded,  vietuatled,  and  watered,  that,  should 

*  the  enemy's  squadron  unfortunately  gire  me' 
'  ths  slip,  not  a  moment  ought  to  be  lost  in 

*  the  pursuit  f.    How  far.  Sir,  your  conduct 

*  (similarly  cinnuustanced  as  you  are)  is 
'praiseworthy  and  proper,  consequences 
'  must  determine. 

*  *  Your  partial  interference  in  the  conduct  of 
'  the  American  war  is  certainly  incompatible 
'  with  principles  of  reason,  and  precedents  of 
'  service.  The  frigates  attending  on  a  cruw- 
'  ing  squadron  you  have  taken  upon  you  to 
* .  oounter-ovder  (a  due  representation  of  which 

*  and  other  circumstances  I  shall  make  where 

*  it  will  hare  every  possible  effect),  and  thus 
'  I  have  been  for  some  time  without  even  ft 
f  repeater  of  signals.    I  am,  &c.  &c.  &c., 

'  Abbuthnot.' 

'Ref fences. 

t  *  Admiral  Sir  Greoi^e  Rodney  having  sent 

*  his  ships  to  cruise  without  any  particularly 
'  interesting  object,  by  which  four  of  them 
'  were  crippled,  and   must  require  a  rery 
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*  considerable  refitment  before  they  can  re- 

*  turn  to  the  West  Indies, 

•  •  The  only  two  firigates  on  the  Carolina 

*  station,  the  Hydra  and  Providence,  being 

*  gone  to  England — ^the  first  with  a  conroyj 
'  the  last  with  despatches  from  Eail  Corn- 
'  wallis,  the  Galatea  was  under  orders  from 

*  Vice- Admiral  Arbothnot  to  proceed  iMtfaer, 

*  when  Admiral  Rodney  arrived  at  the  Hoofe. 

*  Instead  of  permitting  her,  as  he  should  have 

*  done,  in  ibe  execution  of  these  orders,  he 

*  Bent  her  on  a  cruise. 

*  The  Triton  and  Guadaloupe  were  afrer- 
'  wards   ordered    thither   by   Vice- Admiral 

*  Arbuthnot  (a  copy  of  the  orders  are  ea- 

*  closed),  but  these  directions  were  suppressed; 
'and  the  operations  of  the  southern  army 
'  must  have  suffered  considerably,  and  the 
'  trade  remained  destitute    of  all  aid  and 

*  protection.' 
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'  TO  VICE-ADHIRAL   ARBUTHNOT. 

■    ■SowitDicA.DffNewTDrk, 
'  October  19tli,  1780. 

*  I  aifl.  honoured-  mth  your  letter  of  the  16th 
'  initant,  and  am  Borry  that  my  conduct  has 
'  giren  you  offence. .  None  was  intended  on 
'  my  part.  Every  respect  due  to  you,  aa  an 
'  officer  and  a  gentleman,  my  mclination  as 
'  veil  as  my  duty  led  me  to  pay  you  in  the 

*  ^ricteet  sense.  If  any  designing  men,  by 
<  their   insinuations,    have  induced  you  to 

*  doviate  from  that  good  sense  and  politeness 
'  which  Mr.  Arbuthnot  was  always  known  to 
'  possess,  I  am  sorry  for  it ;  and  I  am  per- 
'  Buaded,  that  in  your  cooler  moments,  when 

*  you  reflect  upon  some  of  the  paragraphs  in 
'  your  letter,  you  will  wish  they  had  been 

*  couched  in  more  friendly  terms. 

*  It  was  neither  inclination  nor  choice  that 

*  brought  me  to  America.    It  was  the  duty  I 

*  owed  my  King  and  country.  I  had  flattered 

*  myself  it  would  have  met  with  your  appro- 

*  bation.  I  regret  that  it  has  not ;  but  I  own 
'  I  have  the  vanity  to  Uunk  it  will  meet  with 
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'  Au  approbation,  to    receive  which  is  the 

*  greatest  honour  a  subject  can  enjoy. . 

'  Your  anger-  at  my  partial  interference 

*  (as  you  are  pleased  to  term  it)  with  the 

*  American  war,  not  a  little  surprises  me.    I 

*  came,  indeed,  so  iar  to  interfere  ift  the 
'  American  war  as  to  command  1^  sea  in 

<  it,  afad  to  do  my  best  endeaTOuis  to  put  an 

*  end  thereto. 

'  I-knew  the  dignity  of  my  own  rank,  and 
'  that  the  power  rested  in  me  by  Uie  commis- 
'  sion  I  bear  entitled  me  to  take  the  supreme 

*  command,  which  I  ever  shall  do  on  every 
'  station  where  his  Majesty's  and  the  public 

*  service  may  make  it  necesMuy  for  me  to  go, 

*  unless  I  should  meet  with  a  superior  officer, 

*  in  which  case  it  would  be  my  duly  to  obey 

<  his  orders. 

'  On  my  arrival  at  the  Hook,  I  instantly 
'  despatched  four  ships  to  join  you,  which 

*  made  your  squadron  thirteen  sail  of  the 

*  line — a  force  fully  sufficient  to  attack  Mon- 
f  sieur  Temay's  squadron  of  eight  sail  of  the 

*  line,  which  I  tun  convinced  would  have  been 

*  the  consequence,  if  he  had  given  you  an 

*  opportunity.    I  left  it  entirely  to  you.  Sir, 
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VhoW' tp  .di^K«e)«fr  thitt.,  squadron  as  .to 
^  answer  0(^  d«aim^ld  aaian4.  > : 
::■'.  Yoafi  JbAT^.deta^)«d  ;the  BaisoQQable  to 
VEn^&ad,  .yrittw<|t  oiy  JcAQWUdge,  aft«T  you 
'ihad^^roceivcd:  piy::or4erSf:tO;  put  yourgelf 
'..Undfir  my.  command  ia^  I  belie^et  unprece- 
*.d^ted  m  tbe  ^anjBala  of.Uie  9ntiah  Navy. 
*iMy4uby"iaU  obl^iKe  to  report  it  to  the 
'  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 
:  •  Your  haying  detacb^  the  America  and 
'Pmdsnt  on  a  thre^  ireel^'  <;i!y4se,  between 
Stbeaprthendjof  .3t  QoorgeVBankand  Cape 
VAnaej  conrnpes  me  that  ydu  thought  the 
'.reoaainJiagpart  t^f  your  squadron  fully  suf- 

*  ficient  to defeat  aay  designs  of  Monsieur 
^  Temay  ;  buti  own,- as  Ihave  given  you  no 
'  reasons  for  eo  doing,  I  cannot  approve  of 

*  the  separation  of  the  squadron  while  Mon- 

*  sieur  Temay  lies  with  his  whole  force  at 

*  Rhode  Island. 

*  You  must  excuse  me,  Sir,  if  I  Uiink.  myself 

*  in  a  great  measure  responsible  for  the  dis* 
'  position  of  his  Majesty's  ships  on  the  coast 

*  during  my  continuance  thereon ;  and,  as 
'  superior  officer  of  his  Majesty's  ships  on 

*  this  station,  have  taken  upon  me  to  dispose 
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*  of  tiiem  in  audi  a  maimer  as  appeared  to 
'  me  most  conducive  to  his  Majes^'s  and  tke 

*  public  interests,  copies  of  which  disposition, 
'  \riien  I  leave  -this  station,  will-be  ddivct-ed 

*  to  you, 

'In no  one  instance  have  I  had  the  Isast 

*  intention  of  showing  disrespect  to  yoa  m 

*  to  your  ordeis,  or  of  deviating  &om^  tbem,' 

*  but  where  I  found  it  immediately  necessaiy 

*  for  his  Majesty's  service  ;  eo  far  frera  ft,  that 
'  on  my  arrival  off  the  Hook,  on  ihe  Gmada- 
'  loupe  and  Triton  joining  me  from  Net/ 

*  York,  I  directed  th«n  ta  follow  your  ozdefs. 
'  If,  by  neglect  of  your  secretary,  or  any 
'  other  person,  those  ships  did  not  receive 

*  your  orders  to  repair  to  Carolina,  till  their 

<  return  from  their  cruise,  disabled,  into  this 

*  port,  it  is  not  their  fault  these  orders  were 
'  not  put  in  execution. 

'  As   his    Majesty's   squadron  under  my 

<  command  did  not  meet  one  single  frigate 
'  from  Chfu*le8town  Be^  to  Bandy  Hook,  I 

*  had  reason  to  conclude  that  the  frigates  you 
'  left  at  Charlestown  had  been  detached  fit>m 
'  that  place  to  Great  Britain  and  to  yourself, 
'  with  the  glorious  and  important  news  of 
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'  the  Tictoiy  obtained   by  the  Earl  Corn- 

*  wallie  OTer  the  rebels,  and  of  course  that 

*  the  coast  of  Carolina  was  left  ungnarded, 

*  which,  by  intelligence  received  from  prizes 

*  taken  by  the  squadron  under  my  command. 

*  swarmed  with  priTateers.  I  therefore  deemed 

*  it  necessary  for  his  Majesty's  service  in- 

*  stantly  to  detach  the  Iris  and  Galatea  (both 
'  copper-bottomed),  to  cruise  off  the  Bar  and 
'  the  Thames  with  the  conroy,  to  return  at 

*  the  request  of  Sir  Heiuy  Clinton,  with  pro- 

*  Tisions  for  the  use  of  the  army,  then  and 

*  now  in  the  greatest  want  thereof. 

*  No  one  step  that  I  had  taken  vaa  with 
«  any  other  view  than  the  immediate  service 

*  of  his  Majesty,  and  without  ihe  least  idea 

*  of  giving  you  offence.  Most  of  the  frigates 
'  are  returned,  crippled  by  the  late  gale  of 

*  wind.  Several  will  be  despatched  to  you 
'  when  refitted. 

'  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  you  that. 

*  L'Esp^rance,  taken  by  the  Pearl,  is  in  all 

*  respects  a  much  better  frigate  than  the 
'  Pearl,  mounts  twenty-six  twelve  pounders 

*  upon  the  main  deck,  and  is  only  two  years 

*  old.    I  would  recommend  it  to  you  to  pur- 

*  chase  and  commission  her.' 
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To  -  a  man  of  Sir  Geoi^  Rodney's  ardent 
mind  and  sanguine  temperament,  who,  in 
cases  of  great  national  emergency,  requiring 
despatch  and  vigonr  of  execution,  nev&t 
hesitated,  on  his  awn  sole  respdnaibiUty,  to 
step  aside  irom  the  ordiaaiy  joutineof  serriee 
and  established  usages,  this  copl  recq^tion 
and  want  of  cwdiality,  im^  the  pert  of  his 
brother  officer,  must  have  -been  galling  and 
mortiiying  in  the  extreme;  but  whateTCi* 
were  the  vexations  of  mind  he  suffered  on  this 
account,  they  were  amply  compensated  >by 
the, assurances  he  soon  after  received  fctaa 
the  Board  of  Admiralty  <i£  their  entire  ap- 
probation of  his  conduct  in  every  particular. 
Consoled  and  eno<>uraged  by  this  public  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  servicea,  he  now  prepared 
to  quit  die  American  station,  and  to  resume 
his  more  arduous  duties  in  the  West  Indies;^ 

His  departure  was  much  regretted  by  Ge- 
neral Sir  H^iry  Clinton,  who  had  conceived 
a  great  fricaidship  for  Sir  Greoige,  Emd  who 
was  extremely  solicitous  that  he  should 
remain  in  command  of  the  fleet  on  the  Ame- 
rican coast 
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TO    HIS   EXCELLENCY  SIR   GEORGE    BRYDGE3 

'    EODNpY,    BART. 

■  New  York,  S^lember  18th,  1780.    ' 

*  Since  I  had  the  honour  of  conTcrsing  with 
*'|f%nir  Excellency -this  morning,  I  haTerecon- 
*'Bldered  our  coaveraatitini'  and  imagine  it 
*^  eligible  to  commit  >  my  opinion  upon  the 
*'mw»«l  matters  to  paper,  taking  for  granted 

*  it  will  also  prove.  Sir,  satisfactmy  to  you. 

'The  arrival  of  so  very  respectable  a  force 
'•at  New  York,  under  your  Excellency's  com- 

*  mand,  could  not  fail  of  giving  the  greatest 
'effect  to  the  affairs  of  Great  Britain  in  this 
*cowntry,  and  certainly  has  thrown  the  rebiels 

*  into  a  cmistemation  which  most  produce 
'good  consequences,  and  will  prove  Wash- 

*  ington*s  repeated  and  studied  declarations, 

*  of  a  second  French  fleet  and  reinforcement 
'  of  troops  being  sent  from  France,  to  he 
'  groundless  and  false, — still  more,  for,  under 
'  the  influence  of  these  invented  succours,  he 
'  -certainly  has  been  able  to  collect  a  conai- 
'  derable  number  of  men,  by  forcing  the 
'  militia  to  co-operate  with  the  regular  re- 
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'  gimenta ;  and  with  this  increaaed  strei^tii 
'  he  gave  it  to  be  understood,  that  he  waited 
'.  only  the  addition  of  the  second  divisioci  of 
'  French  ships  and  bvops  to  make  an  attempt 
'  upon  New  York. 

'  Your  fortunate  arrival  upon  this  coast 
^  h&e,    I    am    penuad^,    oitiTely   defeated 

*  every  idea  of  ^uch  a  plan,  Buppoaiag  it 

*  really  ever  to  have  bieen  intraided.     The 

*  rebels  seeing  the  little  likelihood  of  being 

*  so  greatly  assisted  by  the  French  as  at  fiAt 

*  propagated,  have  grovu  alack  in  their  aug- 
!  menting  the  Washington  army,  which,  on 

*  the  contrary,  has  diminished  very  much  by 

*  deaertioo. 

'  Thus,  Sir,  in  a  dtfensive  view  of  things, 
'  your  coming  on  this  coast  may  have  proved 

*  of  the  most  important  consequences. 

*  Respecting  offisnsive    operations,    which 

*  your  zeal.  Sir,  has  engaged  you  to  wish 

*  possible  to  be  improved  into  advantage  by 

*  an  attempt  upon  the  enemy's  force  at  Rhode 
'  Island,  I  am  free  to  own  that  I  am  appie- 
'  hensive  the  enemy  have  h(id  so  much  time 
'  and  assistance  in  labour,  and  they  can  be 

*  so  soon  and  so  considerably  reinfimiedf  tbat 
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'  I-scuKely'thiiik  an  att«npt  practicable  with 

*  any  assurance  of  success.    As  to  land  ope- 

*  ratioss  against  the  French  force  at  Rhode 

*  Island,  I  must  give  it  aa  ray  opdnion  to  you, 

*  Sir,  aa  I  did  to  Admiral  Arbnthnot — that  as 
^  long  as  there  was  appearance  of  a  coup  de 
'  ihtm  before  the  enemy  were  intrenched  or 
*--reiBforced,  I  tbougfat  an  attempt  practicable, 
*aad  with  six  thousand  men  I  would  have 

*  made  it ;  bat  when  I  fbund  the  enemy  had 
t  had  at  \eaat  ibnrteen  days  to  prepare  against 

*  it,  I  naitunUy  gave  up  all  hopes  from  a  cmtp 
'  de  mem.  Tha  army  could  no  longer  tlien 
*-  be  a  first  or  principal.  It  was  then  I  o^red 
f  co-operation  with  the  navy ;  but  I  have  every 
t  reason  to  suppose  that  Admiral  Arbnthnot 
f  saw  very  early  that  the  navy  could  not  un- 
'  dertake  anything,  sitnated  as  the  enooay's 
t  ships  were.    However,  Sir,  that  you  may  be 

*  better  able  to  judge  of  the  whole  business, 
'  I  have  sent  you  my  correspondenoe  with 

*  Admiral  Arbudmot.    I^onld  he,  so  consi- 

*  derably  reanforced  by  you,  Sir,  think  any 
'  attempt  still  practicable,  he  will  of  course 

*  report  it,  and  in  that  case,  I  offer  to  your 
'•  BKoellency,  as  I  did  to  him,  every  po8»ble 
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'  about  three  thousand  men,  all  I  can  now 
'  spare  from  this '  important  post,  I  caimot 

*  undertake  a  siege  against  an  army  of  ten 
*^  thousand  laea,  atwl  in  a  situation  where 

*  Washington  might  assemble  the  .whole  &rce 
'  ef  America. 

'If,  therefoce.  Admiral  Arbuduutf,  ■  >eu- 
'  forced ;  so  considerably  by  you,  does  not 
'  alter  his  opinion,  I  am  pecBuaded  you  will 
'agree  with  me  in  mine,  that  we  should  give 
'  our  whole  attention  to  the  plan  I  laid  before 
'you  yesterday,  and  finally,  in  eendii^  aa  ex- 
'  t>edition  into  Chesapeake  Bay,  as  to  the  neces- 
'  sity  and  importance  of  which  we  bothagreed: 

'  I  sincerely  wish  it  may  be  your  Exce^- 
<  lency's  intention  to  st&y  upon  this  coast,  at 
'  least  as  l(mg  as  there  is  a  possibility  of  Ae 
'  arrival  of  a  superior  naval  fco'ce.  I  am 
'  equally  sincere  in  my  wishes  that  the  course 
'  of  service  may  bring  ua  together  early  next 
'  year,  for  I  have  a  pleasure  in  co-operating 
'  with  you,  as  I  have  in  assuring  you  of  the 
'  perfect  esteem  with  which  I  am, 

'  &c.  &c.  &c., 
'H.  Clinton.- 
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'  FPOM  THE   EARL   OP  SANDWICH. 

'^9;{nJty,  S^Umbet  Sbth,  iT80.    .. 

*  'I  am  fikTouPed  with  yoitt  priratie  letter  of  the 
*'31st  of  Jiily,  and  cannot  aTOid  expresaih^ 

*  how  much  I  think  myself  obliged  to  you  foi* 
*the  friendl^y  language  it  contains,  whidi  you 
''may  be  assured  you  will  ahrays  find  reci- 
**  procal  on  my  part.  • 

■ '  *  You  will  pereeive  that  you  are  become  a 

*  senator,  in  the  ^ost  honourable  and  distin- 
'  guished  manner,  without  expense,  and  with 
*■  almost  the  nnianlmous  concurrence  of  thd 

*  raoat  opulent  city  in  the  worid* ;  and  though 

*  I  am  not  one  of  those  who  think  popularity 

*  alwajrg  creditable  or  desirable,  yet  when  it  is 

*  obtained  in  lh«  way  you  have  acquired  it, 
'  it  is  certainly  highly  houottrable,  and  the 
'greatest  reward  that  can  be  beefow6d  on  a 

*  military  man. 

*  '  I  find  that  you  haTe:  made  your  option  as 
f  to  an  immediate  mark  of  his  Maje9ty*s 
'  favour,  and  I  thitok  youhaveraade  it  wisely, 

•  Sir  George,  Rodney  was  elected  a  representslive  for  the  city  of 
Westminster,  in  the  month  of  September,  1 730. 

Vol.  I.  2D 
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*  and  with  the  proof  that  yon  are  a  good 

*  father,  and  a  true  friend .  to  your  £amily, 
'  which  in  an  honest  mind  must  always  be 
'  the  uppermost  thought. 

*  I  am  very  glad  that  you  tell  me  yow 
'  shall  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  assist  ia 

*  America,  or  wherever  the  enemy  may  en-) 

*  deaTour  to  make  their  impression,  for  that  ia 

*  the  only  measure  that  can  give  us  securi^. 
'  It  is  impossible  for  us  to  have  a  superior 
'  fleet  in  every  part ;  and  unless  our  Conunand- 

*  er^ithchief  v>iU  take  the  great  line,  aa  you  do,- 
*■  and  consider  the  King's  tDhUe  domimons  aa  under 

*  their  cttre,  our  enemies  must  find  us  unpre^ 

*  pared  somewhere,   and  carry    their    point 

*  against  us. 

'  I  own,  I  think,  that  they  are  now  gone  to 

*  America,  and  am  pampering  myself  with  the 

*  idea  of  the  glory  you  will  acquire  fay  pur- 
'  suing  them  with  your  coppered  ships,  and 
'  renderii^  their  designs  abortive. 

*  Our  official  letters  will  tell  you  what  re- 

*  inforcement  is  coming  to  you  immediately, 

*  and  also  that  Admiral  Graves  has  positive 

*  orders  to  join  you  with  five  sail  of  the  line, 

*  as  soon  as  the  winter  seta  in.    You  will  then 
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'  faave  a  noble  l9eet,  and  conmunden  under 
'  you  that  will  obey  your  ordera.  It  has  been' 
'difficult,  very  difficult  to  find  out  proper 

*  flag  officers  to  serve  under  you.  Some  are 
'  rendered  unfit  from  their  fiuitious  con-' 
'nexions — others  &om  inferiority  or  insuffi- 
'  ciency ;  and  we  have  at  last  been  obliged  ta 

*  lAake  a  promotion  in  ofda  to  do  the  thing 

*  ]»vperly. 

'  '  Sir  Samuel  Hood  is  to  have  his  flag,  and 
''to  bring  out  the  next  convoy  to  you;  and 

*  unless  Admiral  Graves  comes  from  America; 

*  (which  notwithstanding  the  positiTe  orders 

*  I  have  already  told  you  of,  I  do  not  consider 
'  as  a  certainty,)  he  will  remain  second  in 

*  command  to  you,  and  with  hkn  and  Com-^ 

*  modore  Drake  I  hope  every  thing  will  go 
'  on  to  yeiu*  satisfEu^on.  We  first  thought 
'  of  Admiral  Darby  and  Admiral  Drake,  fout 
'  their  health  would  not  allow  th«n  to  en-* 

*  counter  a  West  India  climate.  At  all  events, 
'  it  was  my  resolution  that  no  factions  person 
'  should  be  put  upon  you,  nor  any  one  *to 
'  whom  I   thought  you    had  any   persona) 

*  objection.  ,.    ■ 


ib,GoogIc 


4<U  LIFE  OPLOSD   ROSMEY.: 

*  I  have  had  one  interview  with  Admiral 
'  —-  since  hie  arrival.     He  grumbles  and 

*  complains,  but  I  hope  will  fc31ov  my  odvioe, 
'  and  consider  it  his  interest  to  be  qniet.    He 

*  talked  to  me  of  publishing  au  account  of 
'-  what  had  passed  in  the  West  ludies.    I  told 

*  him  that  if  he  did,  it  would,  of  course,  draw 
'  <n  other  publicatioits,  and  that  every  thing 

*  of  this  sort  vras  very  ruinous  to  the  service. 

*  I  have  reaMD  to  think  that  what  I  said  has 

*  had  the  intended  effect,  particularly  as  I 
'  told  him  that  he  would  be  well  received  by 

*  his  Mi^eaty,  of  which  he  seemed  very  appre- 

*  hensive. 

*  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  intended 
'  kindness  to  young  Wells,  whose  father  is 
'  my  veiy  particular  friend ;  I  am  therefore 
'  extremely  anxious  for  the  son's  welfare. 
'  It  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to 

*  have  done  any  thing  for  him  at  home. 

*  I  will,  if  possible,  send  the  Gibraltar  to 

*  you ;  but  her  captain  is  just  married,  and  I 

*  believe  does  not  wish  for  a  foreign  voyage, 

*  and  the  ship  is  not  yet  properly  fitted,  as  to 
'  her  guns,  and  in  some  other  particulars. 
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*.  She  is  now  at  sea  with  AdmiraL  Darby,  and 

*  is,  by  all  accounts,  as  fine  a  man-of-war 

*  as  any  in  the  King's  service. 

*  I  trost  that  you  will  add  some  more  of  the 
^  same  swt  to  the  British  navy,  and  in  that 

*  hope  shall  remain  your  very  sincere  &iend, 

*  &c.  &c.  &c. 

*  P.  S.   I  inclose  a  letter  finm  an  unfortu- 

*  nate  young  man,  whom,.  I  brieve,  I  bare 
'  already  xecommended  to  your  favour.     The 

*  letter  is  put  into  my  hands  bymy  worthy 

*  friend  Jack  Calvert,  .  I  therefore  recommend 

*  its  contents  to  your  particular  attention.' 


'  TO  PHILIP  STEPHENS,  ESQ. 

, '  Sandtoich,  offNew  York, 
<  October  10th,  1780. 

'  Since  my  letter  of  the  15th  of  September, 

*  acquainting  their  Lordships  with  my  arrival 
'  off  Sandy  Hook,  and  with  my  intention  of 

*  waiting  upon  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  to  consult 
'  and  co-operate  with  him  in  eveiy  measure 
'  that  he   might    think    necessary  for   his 

*  Majesty's  service,  more  particularly  uppn 
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'  the  attack  c^  llhode  Island  and  the  Preaeh 

*  fleet,  if  such  an  attack  ires  deemed  prae* 
'  ticable. 

*  And  having  received  inteUigence  that  the 

*  rebel  Qimy  under  "Washington,  which  had 

*  greatly  increased  since  the  wrival  of  the 

*  French  squadron,  meditated  an.  attack  upon 
'  Ne#  Yoric  and  Statin  Island,  I  proceeded 
<  over  the  bar  with  his  Majesty's  shipi  Sand-' 

*  wich, .  Triumph,   Alcide,  IVrrible,  Toibay, 

*  Yarmouth,  and  Fortan6e  frigate,  and  an- 

*  chored  the  Sandwich  in  the  north  river, 
'  between  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  fort 
'  at  Paulus  Hook ;  the  other  part  of  the 
'  squadron  abreast  the    watering    place    at 

*  Staten  Island,  with  orders  to  land  the  sick. 

*  which  are  numerous,  and  to  complete  their 
'  water  and  provisions  with  the  utmost  de- 
'  spatch,  holding  themselves  in  constant  rea- 

*  diness  to  proceed  to  sea  at  a  moment's 
'  warning. 

'  It  is  with  concern  I  must  acquaint  their 

*  I-ordships,  that  having  conferred  with  'Sir 

*  Henry  Clinton,  and  seen  the  ijorrespondence 

*  between  him  and  Admu^l  Arbuthnot,  upon 
■  the  subject  of  attacking  Rhode  Island,  and 
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f  Aeettoyiag  the  French  aquadroa  ia  that  port) 

*  U  vas  his  opinion,  that  it  was  now  too  late» 
'  the  enemy  having  had  sufficient  time  to  for- 

*  tify  it  in  such  a  n^anner,  as  to  render  an 

*  attack  upon   it  impracticable,   without   a 

*  r^ular  siege,  which  at  present  he  has  not 
<  sufficient  force  to  undertake,  more  especially 

*  a&  Washington,  with  his  army,  lay  ready  to 

*  pour  down  upon  New  York  and  ^taten  Is- 
f  land,  or  join  the  French  should  he  withdraw 
'  the  .  troops  from  those  important  posts. 
'  Such  being  the  situation  of  affairs,  I  sent 
'  Of ders  to  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  who  had  been 
'joined  by  the  four  ships  I  had  despatched 

*  with  Commodore  Drake,  viz.,  the  Russell, 
'  Culloden,  Centaur,  and  Shrewsbury,  to  keep 

*  a  watchful  eye  orer  Monsieur  Temay  and  his 

*  squadnm,  to  block  it  up  in  the  best  manner  he 

*  was  able ;  and  as  the  season  of  the  year  was 
'  so  far  advanced.as  to  render  it  impracticable 

*  for  Monsieur  Temay  to  undertake  any  en» 

*  terprise  towards  Quebec,  or  to  the  northward, 
'  should  he  escape  with  his  squadron  from 
-  Rhode  Islcmd,  that  he  had,  in  my  opinion* 
'  but  two  choices — either  to  return  to  Europe) 

*  or  to  proceed  to  Martjoique,  I  therefore 
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f  yifie,  to  give  curders  that  i£  Monaieur  Temay 
V4id  .escape  iroia  Rhode  Island  uao^ft^i^d, 
Mt^aE- Admiral  GraTes,  ifith  eig^t  .or .  tea 
'  cqpper-bottoined  ships  of  the  liDe  and.  two 
'  irigates,  ehwld,  without  a  moment's  loss  of 
Vtiiuo»  push  for  Martinique,  and  station  Jhim-* 
'  self  in  8nch  a  manner  to  windward  of  that 
.  *  island,  as  to  enable  him  to  Ining  MtmBienit 

*  Temay  to  aetion  on  his  ^luroach,  and  to 
'  send  notice  to  Commodore  Hotham  of  his 

*  arrival,  that  he  m%ht  be  joiiied  by  the 

*  other  cof^r-bottomed  line-of-batUe  ships, 

*  which  I  had  left  under  his  command. 

*  Their  Lordships  may  be  assured  I  shall 

*  foUow  with  every  despatch  possible. 

*  The  Triumph.  Alcide,  Ten-ible,  Intr^id, 

*  Boreas,  Greyhound,  and  Cyclops,  (^  ibur 

*  last  having  joined  me  from  the  West  Indies,) 

*  having  landed  liieir  sick,  and  cmnpleted 

*  their  water  and  provisions,  I  ordered  them, 
'  under  the  command  of  Captain  Affleck,  to 

*  cruise  off  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  at 

*  snob  a  convenient  distance  as  not  to  be  dis- 

*  cpver-ed  by  the  enemy,  in  order  not  only  to 

*  intercept  the  great  convoy  of  fr«u;h  ships, 
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*  now  loaded  and  ready  to  Bail  fVom  thatrirer 

*  ^or  the  uee  of  th6  French  'fleet  and  anhy  at 
f'  lUiode  Island,  hut  likewise  to  keep  a  good 
*!  itook  out  ibr  any  French  squadron  thatniay 

*  CAme  to  the  assigtance  of  Monsieur  Tfernay, 

*  to  engage  it,  if  not  too  superior  to  his  own, 

<  and  in  ^at  case  to  join  Mr.  Arbuthnot  with 

*  every  possible  despatch,  giving  him  notice 

*  by  his  Copper-bottomed  frigates,  of  such  an 

<  event,  atid  likewise  sending  a  frigate  express 

*  to  me. 

*  I  acquainted  Mr.  ArhuUinot  with  th^e 

*  orders,  and  that  I  should  hasten  the  Torbay 

*  to  reinforce  CaptMn  Affleck, 

*  As  it  was  with  concern  1  obserred,  mi  my 

*  approach  to  Sandy  Hook,  that  all  the  south'- 
'em  coast  was  left  ungnarded  for  waiit  of 

*  frigates,  and  in  particular  that  no  cruisers 
'  were  stationed  off  Charlestown  Bar,  which 

*  swarmed  with  American  prirateers,  that 
'greatly  distreased  the  trade  of  the  province, 
'nothing  escaping  them,  I  lost  no  time  in 
V  despatching  a  sufficient  number  of  frigates 

*  to  support  the  ccanmerce  of  that  important 

*  ijotony,  and  deetroy  the  rebellious  piratical 

*  vesaeUnhicb  infeeted  it. 
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■    *  I  have  likewise  stationed  a  chain  of  fit-' 

*  gates  along  the  whole  southern  coast,  and 
'  hare  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  theif  Lord- 

*  ships  that  six  of  the  rebel  privateen  baire 

*  already  be»i  taken^  and  there  is  not  a  doubt 
f  that  many  more  will  share  the  same  fate. 

.  *  I  must  beg  yon  will  acquunt  their  Lwd-' 
^  ships,  that  there  being  the  greatest  want  of 
'  j&igates  on  this  station  to  oany  on  the  public 
f  serrice,  and  to  co-operate  in  the  enterpraacs 
'  which  are  intended  to  be  undertaken  Against 

*  the  enemy,  in  parts  where  only  frigates  can 

*  be  of  service,  I  hope  their  Loidahipa  will 
'  approve  of  my  imving  ordraed  two  of  the 

*  lai^est  prirateers,  which  mounted  twenty- 

*  two  guns  each,  and  remaikable  for  their 
'  sailing,  to  be  purchased,  and  commiasioned 

*  as  sloops  of  war.    They  shall  be  offioeced 

*  and  manned,  and  instantly  jmiceed  on.  the 

*  expedition  the  General  aod  myself  have 
f  concerted,  «nd  which  we  are  in  hopes  will 

*  give  such  a  blow  as  to  secure  the  fidelity  of 

*  the  southern  provinces. 

'  I  send  Captain  Brisbane,  of  his  Majesty's 

*  ship  Alcide,  with  these  despatches.  I  am 
'  sorry  to  part  with  so  good  an  officer ;  but  his 
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'  extrenoe  ill  state  of  health  renders  it  ahso- 
'  lately  necessary  tor  him  to  return  to  Europe. 
'  He  go^  in  the  Fortun^e,  a  remarkably  fine 
'  frigate,  of  forty  guns,  and  which  will  do  very 

*  considerable  Bcrrice  when  she  h«»  a  <M>[^er 

*  bottom.    Captain  Christian,  who  Qommandi 

*  ha,  is  an  active  and  gallant  offioer.  I  should 

*  be  g^ad,  if  his  Majesty's  service)  will  admit 

*  of  it,  that  their  Lordships  will  be  so  obliging, 
'  when  the  ship  is  copper-bottomed,  to  wder 

*  his  return  to  the  West  India  station,  whero 

*  he  is  well  acquainted. 

*  In  all  probability,  by  the  time  this  despatch 

*  b  in  your  hands,  I  shall  be  on  my  return  to 

*  my  station  in  the  West  Indies, 

.    *  Inclosed  I  swd  you  the  report  of  the  o£^- 

*  can  of  his  Mfge^'s  yard)  rdative  to  the 

*  purchase  of  the  two  ^oops  of  war. 

-  '  It  is  with  the  highest  satisfaction  I  assure 
'  their  Lordships  that  my  arriral  on  the  coa^t 

*  of  America  has  had  the  most  salutary  effects ; 

*  hut  it  does  not  become  me  to  dwell  upon  this 

*  subject.    I  must  therefore  leave  it  to  tjie 

*  army,  navy,  loyal,  and  even  disloyal,  Ameri- 

*  cans,  to  point  out  the  consequences. 

'  P.S.   This  day  two. privateers  have  been 

*  brought  in  by  the  Greyhoimd.' 
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*  PBOM   THE   EAQL   OF   SANDWICH. 

<  AdmiiBlty,  Oct.  14th,  1780.  • 

*  I  trouble  you  with  these  few  words  merely 

'  to  tell  yoa  that  I  think  your  b^g  joined  by 

'  die  squadron  from  America  becMnes  more 

*  doubtful  than  ever,  as  we  haye  reason  to 
'  believe  that  M.  TreTille,  with  seven  or  eight 

*  sail  of  the  line,  and  a  lai^e  number  of  troops, 

*  is  destined  to  reinforce  the  Frentdi  at  Rhode 

*  Island,  in  which  case  Arbutlmot  will  not  be 
'  able  to  detach.    I  do  not,  at  the  same  time, 

*  think  it  unlikely  that  Treville  may  take 

*  Martinique  in  his  way,  (as  it  is  too  late  to 

*  have  hopes  of  making  the  coast  of  America 

*  this  year,)  in  order  to  be  there  before  us  in 
'  the  spring ;  and  if  he  should  arrive  wfaen  we 

*  have  no  naval  force  on  the  spot,  the  f»nse- 

*  quences  may  be  very  &tal. 

'    *  Of  all  this,  however,  you  will  have  official 
'  notice,  from  which,  only  you  will  judge  hofW 

*  to  act.' 
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*  FROM  THE    EARI.   OF   SAjNDWICH. 

'  Admiralty,  Oct.  29th,  1780 

*  I  cannot  snffer  my  friend,  Captun  Bick- 

*  ert<m,  to  come  under  your  command  with^ 
'out  particularly  recommending  him  to  your 

*  farour.  The  young  man  is  a  most  exceeding 

*  deserving  officer ;  but  I  really  think  you  owe 
'  his  father  a  good  turn,  for  having  taken  hia 
'  riiip  away  with  you  to  the  West  Indies.  I 
'  must  also  speak  a  word  in  favour  of  lieu- 
'  tenant  Curgenven*,  of  the  Barfleur.  He  is 
*■  an  excellent  officer,  and  has  met  with  many 

*  grievous  disappointments.    If  you  will  take 

*  him  under  your  protection  also,  I  shall  es- 
'  teem  it  an  obligation. 

*  You  will  have  now  under  your  command 
'  all  your  Spanish  prizes,  except  the  Dili- 
'  gente,  which  is  not  fit  for  a  foreign  v<^age. 

*  I  hope  they  will  enable  you  to  double  their 

*  number ;  and  am  convinced  thai,  nothing  will 

*  prevent  it  but  the  enemy's  keeping  out  of 

*  your  way.' 

•  This  officer  waa  lost  in  the  Ville  de  Paris,  on  her  passage  to 
England,  in  September,  1763. 
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■    '  TO   PHILIP  STEPHENS,    E9Q. 

'  Sandwidi,  off  New  York, 
■    '  Oct  30th,  1780;       ' 

'  I  must  desire  yvn  irill  be  pleaaed  to  ac-' 

*  quaint  their  Lordships  that  the  tquadran  of 

*  hii  MajestTf's  ships  and  fiigates  which  I  had 

*  stationed  off  the  Delaware  received  veiy 

*  considerable  damage  in  a  violeiUi  gale  of 
'wind,  and.  most  of  them  hare  been  obliged 
« to  retom  to  port  in  a  crip^od  cmdition. 
^  The  Terrible  and  Cyclops  lost  their  uiz«n- 
'  masts ;  the  Guadaloupe  was  (xmipeUed  tv 
"throw  some  of  her  guns  overboard;  aad- 
'  almost  every  ship  was  so  much  damaged,  as^ 
'  to  be  obliged  to  return  into  port.  Every* 
'  despatch  possible  has  been  used  in  refittu^ 
*■  lliem ;  and  I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint 
'their  Lordships  that  in  a  few  days  every" 
'  ship  will  be  ready  for  sea. 

'  You  will  likewise  please  to  mention  that,' 
'  during  the  refitting  the  squadron,  I  thought' 
'  it  a  most  proper  time  to  order  the  trial  of 
'  Captain  Bateman,  of  his  Majesty's  ship  the 
'  Yarmouth,  for  his  behaviour  in  the  action  of 
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'the  17th  of  April  last  with  the  Prench  fleet.' 
'  It  was  impossible  to  bring  it  on  sooner,  with-* 

*  out  great  detriment  to  his  Majesty's  aenriee, 
'.  the  fleet  imder  my  command  being  on  con-' 
'  stant  serrice  since  that  memora:1:de  day,  and 

*  hourly  liable  to  be  called  out  to  action. 

'The  ships  I  stationed  upon  the  coast  haTe 

*  been  very  successM  i^fainst  the  enemy's 
'  privateers  and  ships  of  war,  thirteen  having 

*  been  taken  since  my  arriTaU  and  the  others 
*■  compelled  to  take  shelter  in  thai*  ports.  By 

*  the  great  number  of  prisoners  taken,  whtob 
^  amount  to  upwards  of  1400*  the  rebels  will 
'.  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  man  the  ooati- 
'  nental  ships  of  war  now  in  the  Chesapeake 

*  and  at  Boston. 

*  Their  JLardships  (by  the  Crazette  extraor- 

*  dinary  which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose 

*  for  their  pemsei)  will  perceive  to  what  a  low 
'-  state  the  rebel  navy  is  reduced ;  and  I  am 

*  fiilly  persuaded,  that  if  the  prisoners  taken 

*  in  their  privateers  are  not  released,  it  will  be 
'  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the  commerce 
'■  of  his  Majesty's  loyal  subjecte,  and  the  se' 
'  verest  blow  that  can  be  given  &e  rebelsf 
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*.  whose  chief  support  arisea  from  the  pira-- 

*  tical  captures  they  make. 

*  The  wretches  by  whom  these  |»iTateci9 
'  are  manned  hare  no  principle  whatever. 
'  They  live  by  piracy  and  the  plunder  of 

*  their  fellow-subjects,  when  they  have  been 

*  rdeased,  out  of  humanity,  to  return  to  their 
'  friends,  and  live  by  honest  industry^    They 

*  foi^et  the  mercy  tiiat  has  been  shewn  them, 

*  EUid  instandy  return  to  renew  their  acts  of 

*  piracy.  Since  my  arrlral  here  I  have  al- 
'  lowed  none  of  them  to  be  released ;  and  have 

*  given  notice  that,  till  the  seven  hundred  pri- 

*  Boners  their  Congress  owes  are  liquidated, 

*  the  rebel  sailors  will  be  detained  in  confine- 
'  ment.    It  is  with  pleasure  I  can  assure  their 

*  Lordships  that  very  few  British  seameu  are 
'  in  the  possession  of  the  rebels.    The  great 

*  Increase  of  prisoners,  and  the  extreme  bad 
'  condition  of  the  prison-ships,  render  it  ne- 
'  cessary  to  convert  the  Jersey  hospital-ship 

*  into  a  prison-ship,  which  I  hope  will  meet 

*  with  their  Lordships'  approbation,  more  es- 
'  pecially  as  a  naval  hospital  has  been  esta- 

*  blished  upon  Long  Island,  which  rendered 
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'  the  hospital-ship  (become  imfit  for  tiiatBftN 
'  Tice)  totally  useless,  and  by  conTerting  her 
'  into  a  prison-ship  has  sared  a  tionsiderdble 
'  expense  to  GoTemment. 

'As  the-  season  is  now  so  ikr  .advanced, 
'thel-eis  little  probability  of  an  eneniy'B 
'  Bqhadron  arriving  on  tiiis  coast.  I  have 
'  nadoubted  aiithority  to  say  that  M.  MoBteil, 

*  with  eight  sail  of  the  line  (being  that  part 
'of  the  squadron  left  by  M.  de Quichen,  cm 

*  bis  return  to  Europe,  at  Cape  Francois),  ha4 
'  orders  to  join  M.  Ternay  at  Rhode  Isluid, 
'  and  had  certainly  attempted  it,  if  he  hod 
'  not  received  int^igenee  by  a^  Bermudiwi 

*  (spoke  to  by  the  Centaur),  who,  nndeo-  the 
'  pretence  of  being  bound  to  Turk's  Island  for  . 
'  salt,  traitorously  went  to  Cape  Francois,  and 

*  gave  his  Ms^esty's  enemies  iDibnnatiati'  of 

*  the  squadron  under  my  cotmaand  steeriog 

*  for  America. 

'  My  stay  here  will  be  very  short.    The 

*  season  for  action  in  the  West  Indies  ap- 
'  proachea ;  and  not  a  mopient's  time  shall  be 
'  lost  by  me  in  doing  my  duty  to  his  Majesty 
f  and  the  public ;  and  I  flattar  myself  I  sbail 
'  have  their  Lordships'  approbation  of  my 

*  conduct.' 

Vol-  L  «  * 
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'  TO    PHILIP  STEPHENS,    ESQ. 

'  SandwieA,  off  New  Torit, 
•  OcL  80th.  1780, 

*  I  feel  the  greatest  concern  whenever  I  am 

*  under  the  neeessity  of  giving  their  Lordshipd 
'■  the  pain  of  reading  a  lettrar  which  indicates 
^  any  disagreement  between  officers  of  high 

*  rank  in  his  Majesty's  naval  departmoit,  and 
'  more  especially  when  acting  on  his  real  ser- 

*  vice ;  but  Vice- Admiral  Arbuthuot  having 
'  taken  it  into  his  head  to  be  highly  offended 

*  at  me  for  doing  what  I  thought  my  duty  to 
*■  his  Majesty  and  the  public,  and  acquainting 
'  me  by  letter,  dated  16th  instant,  that  he 
'  would  remonstrate  to  their  Lordships  against 
'  my  conduct,  I  think  it  a  duty  I  owe  myself 
'  to  transmit  to  the  Admiralty  Board  copies 
'  of  my  orders  and  letters  to  Mr.  Arbuthnot, 

*  *ith  his  answers  to  me  (his  superior  officer), 

*  that  their  Lordships  may  judge  which  of  us 
'  has  most  cause  to  trouble  them  with  com- 
'  plaints. 

'  In  my  conduct  as  an  Admiral,  command- 

*  ing  a  great  fleet,  I  am  responsible  to  none 
■  but  their  Lordships,    Their  approbatioa  is 
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*  my  highest  ambition :  to  their  didapproba-' 
'  tioQ  it  is  my  duty  with  humility  to  submit, 

*  as  I  shall  be  confinced  that  I  bare  deserved 
'  reproof;  and  if,  ita  the  command  of  th«  flMt 

*  they  hare  done  me  the  honour  to  intmdt  to 

*  my  charge,  I  have  committed  errors  in  judg-< 

*  ment,  I  hate  such  confidedce  ia  their  jtistite, 

*  that  I  am  sure  they  will  dot  attHbutd  tbeu 

*  to  errors  of  the  wilL 

'  Brer  since  I  haVe  had  the  honour  of  beilig 
'  an  officer  in  the  naTy»  I  have  made  it  an  ln-> 

*  Tariable  rule  to  obeyi  And  cannot  tax  myself 

*  with  having  ever  once  wiliiilly  disobeyed  the 
'  orders  of  a  superior  officer,  when  upod  his 

*  Majesty's  service. 

*  The  superior  officer  who  issues  the  ordef 
'  is  amenable,  not  the  inferior  officer  yrha 
'  obeys  it.  That  I  have  been  extremely 
'  tender  in  issuing  orders  to  Vice-Admlfal 
'  Arbuthnot,  and  been  attentive  towards  pay- 
'  ing  every  respect  due  to  his  rank,  the  in- 

*  closed  letters  will,  I  am  sure,  eonvinee  theit 
'  liordships. 

*  If,  in  his  answen  to  me,  his  letters  have 
'  not  been  penned  with  that  cordiality  which 

*  ought  to  subsist  between  officers  acting  M 

2  £  2 
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'  the.public  Bervice,  I  am  sorry  for  him:  they 
'  a0ect  .not  me. 

*  I  am  aahamed  to  mention  what  a{>pears 
'  to  me  the  jeal  cause,  and_  &om  whence  Mr. 

*  Arbuthuot*s  chagrin  proceeds ;  but    .    ... 

'  Mr.  Arbuthnot  taxes  me,  in  his  letter  of 
'  the  16th  instant,  with  deviating  from  the 

*  orders  he  had  issued  to  the  frigates. ,  Such 
'deriatiou  was  absolutely  indispensable  at 
'  the  time  for  his  Majesty*s  service.  It  was 
'  impossible  for  him,  then  stationed  at  Crardi- 

*  ner's  Bay,  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles 
'  distant  from  New  York,  and  liable. every 

*  moment  to  put  to  sea,  to  know  the  situation 
'  of  affairs.  Could  he  possibly  imagine  that 
'  I,  his  .superior  officer,  then  upon  the  spot  at 
'  New  York,  and  who  came  determined,  to 

*  give  every  assistance  in  my  power  towards 
'  bringing  the  rebellion  to  a  conclusion,  could 

*  so  far  forget  my  duty  as  to  neglect  issuing 

*  orders  for  so.  desirable  an  end,  and  wait  five 

*  or  six  days,  at  least,  for  his  approbation  ? 

*  -No,  Sir  ;  I  was  convinced  the  whole  southern 
'  coast  was  exposed ;  not  a  single  frigate  off 
'  Carolina,  and  not  one  to  be  seen  from  that 
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*  coaet  to  Sandy  Hook.  I  therefolre,  wittmut 
'  a  moment's  delay,  hastened  the  ships  ont 

*  from  this  port,  stationed  them  off  every  pro- 
'  Tince,  by  which  means  thirteen  saiV  of  rebel 
'  privateers  have  been  already  taken,  and  the 
'trade  of  his  Majesty's  subjects,  which  was 

*  not  safe  even  in  sight  of  Saody  Hook,  has 

*  been  most  effectually  protected. 

*  I  flattered  myself  I  should  have  had  the 
'  honour  of  Mr..  Arbuthnot's  approbation  of 

*  my  conduct.  I  am  sony  I  have  not;  but 
'  if  I  am  so  happy  as  to  meet  with  that  of 
'  their  Lordships,  I  shall  be  more  than  ^ly 


*  The  rank  I  have  the  honour  to  bear  in  bis 
'  Majesty's  navy;  the  command,  agreeable  to 
'  that  rank,  I  had  publicly  assumed,  accord- 
^  ing  to  the  invariable  rule  of  service;  and. the 

*  notice  and  orders  I  had  given  Vice- Admiral 
'  Arbuthnot,  oblige  me  to  desire  yon  will  lay 
'  before  their  Lordships  the  inclosed  original 
'  orders  given  by  Vice- Admiral  Arbuthnot, 

*  that  they  may  be  convinced  how  much  he 

*  has  foi^t  himself,  and  how  h%hly  disre- 

*  spectful  his;  behaviour  has  been  to  me,  his 
'  superior  officer,  in  issving  orders  to  officers, 
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*  both  military  and  civil,  in  the  naval  depart- 
'  ment  then  under  the  immediate  direction  of 

*  my  flag,  without  ever  eignifying  to  me  he 

*  had  BO  done. 

'  Though  I  had  such  just  reasons  to  com- 

*  plain  of  the  indignity  offered  me,  I  would 

*  not  suffer  it  to  cause  the  leafit  delay  in  the 
'  public  Berrice,  but  directed  the  officers  who 

<  brought  me  Mr.  Arbuthnot's  orders  to  hasten 
'  the  supplies  demanded,  and  appointed  a 

*  convoy  to   conduct    them    to    Gardiner's 
*Bay. 

'  Hia  despatching  the  Raisonnable  to  Eog- 
'  land  without  acquainting  me  previously  to 
'  her  sailing,  and  after  he  had  received  my 

*  orders  to  put  himself  under  my  command, 

<  is,  I  believe,  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of 

*  the  navy ;  and  it  is  yriih  the  greatest  con- 

*  cem  my  duty  obliges  me  to  make  their 

*  liOrdships  acquainted  therewith.' 
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'  TO  FHILl?  STEPHENS,  ESQ. 

.  *  Sandwieh,  offSudy  Hook, 
'  Novembvr  IStb,  1780, 

'  I  beg  that  you  vill  be  pleased  to  acquaint 

<  their  Lordships,  that  all  the  conToya  fjeord 

*  Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  South  Carolina; 

*  with  prorisions  for  the  navy  and  army,  are 
'  safe  arrived  at  this  port,  the  Gharon  and 
'  Hussar  having  left  at  Charlestovn  the  tradti 

*  and  Tictuallen  bound  to  that  port 

*  Monsieur  Temay  and  the  French  squa- 

*  dron  still  remain  at  Rhode  Island,  and  Vice- 

*  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  with  the  squadron  under 
'  bis  command,  in  Gardiner's  Bay,  in  ordra  to 

*  vatch  their  motions. 

'  I  directed  the  Vice<Admiral  to  recall  the 

*  Prudent  and  America,  which  he  had  de- 

*  tached  from  his  squadron  to  cruise  in  Boston 

<  Bay,  and  on  their  junction  with  them  to 

*  order  the  Russdl  and  Centaur  to  join  the 
'  squadron  under  my  command,  off  Sandy 

*  Hook,  immediately,  in  order  for  their  pro- 
'  ceeding  with  me  to  the  West  Indies ;  and 
'  although  thoM  ships  have  not  joined  me;  I 
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'  ehall  proceed,  without  a  moment's  loes  of 

'  time,  to  sea,  when  wind  and  weather  permit. 

*  By  a  vessel  which  left  St.  Chnstopher's, 

*  on  the  11th  of  October  (haTing  been  blown 
'  out  of  the  road  in  a  sort  of  hurricane),  I 

*  learn   that '  CTerything  was   quiet:  in  ,tEe 

*  Caribbee  Islands,  and  that  ihe  enraiy  bad 
'no  ships  of  war  remaining  at  Martinique  ; 
*■  and  likewise,  that  the  Ramilies  and  Soutii- 

*  ampton  had  passed  St.  Christopher's,    on 

*  their  way  to  Jamaica. 

'  So  many  ships  of  war  at  Jamaica,  and  the 

*  Thunderer  and  '  Warwick  not  having  re- 
'  turned  to  St.  Lucie,  as  your  letter  by  Com- 

*  modore  Walsingham  informed  me   it  was 

*  their  Lordships'  orders  they  should  so  do, 
'  will    leave    the  windward  islands,    which, 

*  in  all  probability  will  again  be  the  scene  of 

*  war,  very  bare  of  ships.  I  trust  and  h<^, 
'  and  have  not  a  doubt  liut  their  Ix>rdships* 

*  intention  is,  that  I  shall  be  folly  supported 

*  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  public  service 
'  will  admit,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  carry 
'  on  the  war  with  advantage  to  his  Majesty 

*  and  the  state. 

'  I  left  orders  with  Commodore  Hotham,  to 
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'  seaA  home  with  the  «Uier  convoyt  the  Fame, 

*  Suffolk,  and  Vigilant,  as  likewise  the  Ven- 

*  geance,  if  her  conditioa  required  it.  I  hope 
'  they  are  now  on  th^  passage  to  Grebt 

*  Britain,  ^ould  they  not  have  sail^  before 
'  my  arriTal  at  St.  Lucie,  I  shall  hasten  them 

*  home,  that  thisy  may  be  repaired  before  the 

*  ^suing  summer. 

•  I  likewise  send  with  these  despatches,  the 
'  Yarmouth,  which  is  in  great  want  of  repair ; 

*  and  I  have  \e£t  orders  for  the  Thames  and 

*  Fowey,  which  are  in  the  same  condition,  to 

*  proceed  from  New  York  with  the  trade, 

*  empty  transports,  and  victuallers,  on  the  30Ui 
<  of  this  month,  to  Great  Britain,  which  I  trust 
'  will  meet  with  their  lordships'  approbation. 

*  Inclosed  I  have  the  honour  to  send  for 
'  their  Lordships'  inspection  the  letter  of 
'  Captain  Gayton,  of  his  Majesty's  ship 
'  Romulus,  to  whom  I  have  ^ven  the  com- 
'  mand  of  the  enterprise  Sir  Henry.  Clinton 
'  desired  might  be  carried  on  in  the  Chesa- 
'  peake.    Their  Lor^hips  will  perceive  that 

*  the  expedition  was  successful,  and  might 
'  have  answered  many  good  purposes,  had  it 
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'  not  been  for  the  misfortune  which  happened 
'  to  part  of  Lord  Comwallifi's  ann^,  which 
'  compelled  them  to  retire  from  James  'River, 

*  in  order  to  support  his  Lordship  in  Cape 
'  Fear  Rivert  North  Carolina^. 

•  To-morrow,  a  reinforcement  of  troops, 

*  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
'  O'  Hara,  sails  for  Cape  Fear  River,  which  I 

*  will  take  care  shall  be  supported  with  a 

*  strong  convoy,  going  myself,  with  the  squa- 
<  dron  under  my  command,  part  of  the  way 

*  for  that  purpose. 

'  In  vain  have  I  solicited  for  a  body  of 

*  troops  to  sail  with  me,  and  act  in  the  West 

*  Indies :  fully  convinced  I  am,  if  that  could 

*  be  obtained,  that  a  post  might  be  taken  in 
'  Martinique,  and  rendered  tenable,  which 

*  would  deprive  the  French  fleet  of  the  power 

*  The  mua  object  of  this  sxpeditioii  wm,  to  oreate  a  direnton 
in  bvonr  of  Lord  Cqrnwallii'i  army.  It  wu  eondueUd  bf 
Captaia  Gayton  and  Major-General  Leslie,  nith  much  skill  and 
jndgiMnt  Thay  took  the  towna  of  Portimouth  and  Hampton, 
and  some  other  miBll  forti  on  the  Jame*  Rirer,  and  o^ttnnd 
and  destroyed  a  quantity  of  small  craft,  atores,  ficc.  Sec.,  but  wen 
prCTested  from  pnrmung  tbdr  anceos  by  the  rereisa  which  hUA 
Lord  ComwaBii'i  maj. 
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'  of  sheltering  themselves  in  the  bay  of  Port 

*  Royal,  and  enable  his  Majesty's  fleet  to 

*  anchor  with  safety  in  the  said  bay,  and  at 
'  all  times  support  the  troops.  If  this  should 
'  not  be  thought  proper,  the  troops  might  be 

*  employed  in  the  reduction  of  the  British 
'  islands  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  at  the 
'  very  time  most  proper  for  troops  to  act  with 
'  advantage  in  that  climate. 

'  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  who  is  sensible  of  the 
<  advantage  it  would  be  to  the  nation,  both 
'  for  the  troops  to  act  in  America  and  the 

*  West  Indies  at  the  proper  seasons,  is  very 
'  sorry  that  the  situation  of  affiiirs  would  not 
'  permit  him  to  comply  with  my  request ; 

*  but  their  Lordships  may  be  assured,  that  if 

*  the  troops  at  present  in  the  West  Indies 
'  are  in  a  condition  to  act,  both  General 

*  Vaughan  and  myself   will  leave    nothing 

*  unattempted  that  can  properly  be  under- 

*  taken  with  any  probability  of  success. 

'  On  my  arrival  in  those  seas,  I  shall  send 
'  an  express  to  their  Lordships,  acquainting 
'  them  with  the  situation  of  aflhirs  in  that 
'  part  of  the  world' 
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'  laclosed  I  send  you  a  return  of  the  dif- 
'  ferent  courts-martial  which  have  been  held 
*  since  nay  arrival  in  the  West  Indies^*.' 


'  TO   THE    EARL   OF  SANDWICH. 

'  SoTidwick,  NoTember  IStb,  1780. 

<  Since  my  last  letter,  which  I  had  the  honour 
'  oi  sending  you  by  the  Roebuck  packet,  no 

*  occurrence  of  consequence  has  happened, 
f  except  Lord  Comwallis's  retreat  in  North 
'  Carolina.    The  whole  expedition  appears  to 

*  me  to  have  been  an  ill-concerted  measure ; 
'  and,  in  my  poor  opinion,  could  tend  only  to 
'weaken  the  army,  and  give  the  rebels  the 

*  opportunity  of  destroying  the  troops  by 
'  detail. 

'  I  flatter  myself  your  lordship  will  be 
'  glad  to  know  the  obserrations  I  have  made 
'  since  my  stay  in  America,  and  the  manner 
'  in  which  the  war  is  carried  on.    I  must 

*  freely  confess,  that  there  appears  to  me  a 
'  slackness  inconceivable  in  every  branch  of 

*  The  return  alluded  to  'a  not  inserted  in  this  work, 
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'  it,  and  that  bri^neas  and  activity  vMch  are 
'  so  -necessary,  and  ought  to  animate  the 
'  whole,  to  bring  it  to  a  speedy  conclusion, 

*  hare  entirely  forsaken  it.  It  ia  now  turned 
'  into  a  war  of  ■  posts ;  and,  unhappily  for 
'  England,  when  they  have  taken  posts  of 

*  infinite  advantf^,  and  which,  if  maintained, 
'  would  have  ■  brought  the  .rebels  to  reason^ 
'  the  British  troops  have  unaccountably,  and 
'  without  good  reason,  evacuated  them. 

'  Such  were  the  Highlands  upon  Hudson's 

*  River,  which  cut  off  all  communication  with 

*  the  northern  and  southern  provinces,  gave 
'  you  the  command  of  that  river,  and  with 

*  little  difficulty  might  have  opened  a  passage 

*  to  Canada.    This  is  the  post  which  Arnold 

*  was  to  have  betrayed  to  us.  The  rebels 
'  look  upon  it  as  their  da-nier  resort,  and  would 
'  have  been  undone  had   the  scheme  with 

*  Arnold  succeeded.  At  ^1  events  it  must 
'  be  recovered  in  the  ensuing  summer.  I 
'  offered  every  assistance  towards  it,  but  was 
'  told  it  was  too  late  in  the  season. 

*  The  evacuating  Rhode  Island  was  the 
'  most  fatal  measure  that  could  possibly  be 
'  adopted.    It  gave  up  the  best  and  noblest 
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*■  harbour  in  America,  capable  of  containing 
'  the  whole  navy  of  Britaiui  and  where  they 
'  could  in  all  seasons  lay  in  perfect  security ; 
'  and  from  whence  squadroati,  in  forty-eight 

*  hours    could   blockade    the  three   capit&l 

*  cities  of  America^  nantely,  Boston,  New 
'  York,  and   Philadelphia.      France  wisely 

*  took  advantage  of  our  misconduct,  and  has 
'  used  CTery  endeavour  to  make  it  almost 

*  impr^;nable* 

*  On  my  arrival  at  New  York,  I  used  the 
'  most  strenuous  endeavours  with  the  Geueral 

*  to  undertake  the  siege.    I  was  told  it  was 

*  too  late,  that  the  enemy  had  made  it  too 
'  stroi^ ;  and  that,  although  six  thousand  men 

*  would  have  been  sufBcient  for  the  under-' 
'  taking  a  month  before,  it  would  then  require 
'  at  least  fifteen  thousand, 

*  Had  not  this  place  been  evacuated,  the 

*  French  must  have  sheltered  themselves  in 

*  the  Delaware  or  Chesapeake,  wh^e  they 

*  could  have  been  easily  blockaded,  which  is 
'  not  the  case  at  Rhode  Island,  off  which 
Mt  is  too  dangerous  for  squadrons  to  cmise 

*  in  the  springs  autumn,  or  winter  Inonths, 

*  bA  your  Lordships  may  perceive  by  Mr. 
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'  Arbuthuot'fl  laying  urith  his  squadron  in 
*■  Gardiner's  Bay,  vihich  is  eighteen  leagues 
'  to  leeward  of  Rhode  Island,  and  where,  if 
'  Monsieur  Temay's  squadron  sails  with  the 
'  wind,  from  h.  w.  to  if.  e.,  Mr.  Arbuthnot 

*  caimot  possibly  more  in  time  to  intercept 

*  him. 

*  I  must  now,  my  Lord,  come  to  the  third 

*  post,  which  our  troops  have  twice  taken 
^  possession  of,  and  evacuated,  Portsmouth 

*  and  Hampton,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
'  James,  in  Virginia — a  post  which  commands 
'  the  Chesapeake^  where  the  people  are  loy- 

*  ally  disposed,  and  where,  by  showing  their 
'  loyalty,  they  were  made  a  sacrifice  to  the 

*  rebels  when  his  Majesty's  troops  evacuated 

*  that  post. 

*  Your  Lordship  will  perceive,  by  Captain 

*  Gayton's  letters  upon  the  late  taking  pos' 
'  session  of  Portsmouth,  how  shy  the  people 

*  were  of  showing  their  loyal  intentions ;  but 

*  when  they  were  told  it  was  intended  to 

*  make  it  a  military  post,  they  expressed 
'  the  highest  satisfaction,    and   I   fear  will 

*  again    experience    persecution    for    their 
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'  loyalty.  For  my  part  I  know.no  port  in 
'  America  where  the  squadron  under  Mr; 
'  Arbutfanot  (which  he  is  ordered  to  keep 
'  with  him  in  the  winter  months)  can  shelter 
'  themselves,  but  in  the  Chesapeake,,  or  where 

*  the  stationing  a  squadron  would  be  more 
'  detrimental  to  his  Majesty's  rebellious  aub- 
'  jects  ;  but  even  then  it  would  be  necessary 
•that  his  Majesfy's  troops  had  a  post  at 
'  Portsmouth  or  Norfolk,  without  which  the 
'  squadron  stationed  in  the  Chesapeake  would 
'  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  get  iresh  water. 

'  I  flatter  myself  your  Lordship  will  attri- 
'  bute  these  observations  as  a  mark  of  my 

*  good  intention,  and  respect  to  you. 

'  I  will  not  trouble  you  with  my  complaints 
'  relative  to  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Arbuthnot. 

*  They  are  mentioned  in  my  public  letter  to 
'  the  Board,  and  I  am  convinced  that  any 
'  altercation  between  officers  must  give  you 
'  concern. 

'The  Russell  and  Centaur  have  not  joined 
'  me.  Mr.  Arbuthnot  writes  me  word  they 
'  shall,  whenever  the  Prudent  and  America 
'  rejoin  him  in  Gardiner's  Bay.    I  shall  pro- 
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'  ceed  with  eight  sail  of  the  line,  without  a 
'  moment's  loss  of  time,  to  my  station  in  the 
'  West  Indies. 
*  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  exclusive  of  the  Russell 

*  and  Centaur,  will  have  eight  sail  of  the  line 
'  (besides  the  Adantant)  in  Gardiner's  Bay, 
'  as  likewise  the  Guadaloupe  and  Amphitrite. 
'  There  are  also  left  at  New  York  the  Charon, 
'  Hussar,  Pearl,  Thames,  and  Fowey.  All 
'  wait  bis  orders,  ready  to  join  him  if  there 

*  be  occasion. 

'  I  am  sure  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to 
'  excuse  my  not  writing  this  letter  with  my 
'  own  hand.  A  small  accident  has  prevented 
'  it ;  and  I  flatter  myself  I  have  no  occasion 

*  to  reassure  your  Lordship  that  I  am,  with 
'  real  truth,  and  the  highest  respect, 

'&c.  &c.  &c., 

'  G.  B   R.' 


At  the  period  of  Sir  Geoige  Rodney's  de- 
parture from  North  America,  to  resume  his 
command  in  the  West  Indies,  the  tide  of 
success,  in  the  various  actions  which  had 

Vou  I.  3  F 
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taken  place  between  the  British  and  Gallo- 
Americau  armies,  had  decidedly  turned  in 
favour  of  the  former,  and  especially  after 
the  defeat  of  General  GateB  by  Lord  Com- 
irallis;  nevertheless  it  was  evident,  that 
although  conBiderable  advantages  had  been 
gained  by  the  royal  troops,  no  event  had 
taken  place  Irom  which  it  could  be  rationally 
expected  that  the  war  would  finally  terminate 
in  favour  of  Great  Britain;  for,  notwith- 
standing the  signal  advantages  that  Lord 
Comwallis  had  obtained  over  the  Americans, 
his  situation  in  Virginia,  into  which  he  had 
advanced,  began  by  degrees  to  be  very 
critical ;  and  the  rather  because  he  failed  to 
receive  those  reinforcements  and  supplies 
from  Sir  Henry  Clinton  of  which  be  bad 
formed  expectations,  and  which  he  conceived 
to  be  necessary  to  the  success  of  his  opera- 
tions. Indeed  the  Commander-in-Chief  was 
prevented  from  sending  those  reinforcements 
which  he  otherwise  might  have  done,  by  his 
fears  respecting  New  York,  against  which  he 
entertained  great  apprehensions  that  General 
Washington  intended  to  make  a  very  for- 
midable attack.    In  fact,  that  able  American 
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general  appears  to  have  taken  much  paingf 
and  to  hare  employed  great  finesse  in  order 
to  lead  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  entertain  this 
Imagination.  Letters,  expressive  of  thi» 
intention,  fell  into  the  hands  of  Sir  Henry» 
which  were  manifestly  written  with  a  design 
that  they  should  be  intercepted,  and  only 
with  a  view  to  amuse  and  deceive  the  British 
general.  The  project  was  successful ;  and 
by  a  variety  of  judicious  military  manceuvres, 
he  increased  Sir  Henry's  apprehensions  about 
New  York,  and  prevented  him  from  sending 
proper  assistance  to  Lord  Oomwallis.  Having 
for  a  considerable  time  kept  him  thus  in 
continued  alarm  in  New  York,  General 
Washington  crossed  the  Delaware,  and 
marched  towards  Vii^nia,  with  a  design 
to  attack  Lord  Comwallis,  who  .had  taken 
possession  of  the  posts  of  York  Town,  where 
he  fortified  himself  in  the  best  manner  he 
was  able,  but  where  he  was  ultimately  com- 
pelled to  surrender  himself  and  his  whole 
army  *,  after  a  defence  against  the  combined 

•  TWs  event  occnrred  on  the  ISth  of  October,  1781,  after 
which  time  no  military  operalions  of  conseqaence  took  place  in 
America;  and  articles  of  peace  were  signed  in  November,  Jf$i, 
2F2 
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forces  of  France  and  America,  suita})le  to  the 
character  his  Lordship  had  previously  ac- 
quired for  courage,  enterprise,  and  militaiy 
skill,  and  five  days  before  the  arrival  of  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  at  the  entrance  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, with  a  reinforcement  of  seven  thousand 
troops. 


It  appears  from  the  foregoing  letter  to  Lord 
Sandwich,  that  Sir  George  Rodney  decidedly 
disapproved  of  the  conduct  of  the  American 
war,  and  of  the  general  plan  of  operations ; 
but  how  far  the  measures  he  suggested,  had 
they  been  acted  upon,  would  have  contributed 
towards  bringing  the  contest  to  a  favourable 
issue,  the  surviving  officers  of  our  countrymen 
who  served  in  that  unhappy  and  disastrous 
war  would,  perhaps,  be  best  able  to  deter- 
mine. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  his  extraordinaiy 

by  which  Orekt  Britain  acknowledged  the  united  colonies  of 
Hampshire,  Maisachuseti  Ba^,  Shode  laland,  and  Providence 
Planlationi,  Connecticut,  New  Yoi^,  New  Jenry,  Penniylvania. 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and 
Geotgia, '  to  be  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  atates.* 
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sagacity  and  foresight,  had  he  assumed  the 
command  on  that  station  at  an  earlier  period, 
and  not  quitted  it  at  the  time  he  did,  might 
have  enabled  him  to  penetrate  the  designs  of 
Washington ;  and  that,  &om  his  unceasing 
activity,  enterprises  might  have  been  under- 
taken that  would  have  prevented  the  calami- 
ties which  ensued  to  the  British  forces ;  nor 
will  such  a  supposition  prove  any  disparage- 
ment to  the  merits  of  Admiral  Arbuthnot, 
who,  although  he  had  felt  high  displeasure 
and  extreme  chagrin  at  the  novel  situation  in 
which  he  had  been  placed  by  Sir  Geo^;e 
Rodney's  supersession  of  him,  was  never- 
theless a  brave  officer  (witness  his  successful 
operations  agunst  Charlestown,.and  his  spi- 
rited action  with  the  French  squadron  on  tlie 
I6th  of  March,  1781  •). 

But  there  are  other  strong  grounds  for  the 
presumption  that  success  would  have  attended 
Sir  Geoige's   co-operation  with   Sir  Henry 

*  NererihelesB  most  of  the  nxnl  uinslists  h&Te  severely  cen- 
Bured  this  Admiral's  mknceaTiei  in  the  action  of  the  16th  B(arcb. 
'  Why,"  s»y  they, '  did  he  keep  the  signal  for  the  line  flying  during 
*  the  whole  engagement?  and,  as  the  British  fleet  had  the  erident 
'  superiority  in  sailing,  -why  did  he  not  make  the  signal  for  close 
'  action,  which  would  have  secured  him  n  complete  victoiy  ?'— 
Btatton,  Ralph,  4c  ^^v. 
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CHntoQ,  namely, .  the  mutual  good-will  and 
cordiality  wbicj)  eubsiated  between  thege  two 
distiuguiBhed  officers;  whereas  it  was  noto- 
rious that  ft  serious  misunderstanding  bad 
unhappily  prevailed  for  some  time  betweffli 
Admiral  Arbuthnot  and  Sir  Henry  Clinton ; 
and  that  they  mutually  disapproved  of  each 
other's  eonduct  is  apparent  from  their  de- 
spatches to  Qovemment,  and  especially  those 
irom  Gener^  Clinton,  whose  expressions  se~ 
speoting  the  conduct  of  the  Admiral  were  by 
no  means  equivocal. 

In  the  affairs  of  war,  a  perfect  communion 
of  sentiment,  p^;ard,  and  confidence  between 
officers  commanding  is  indispensable.  With- 
out it  no  enterprise  ever  succeeded ;  failure  is 
the  certain  result.  ^ 

On  Sir  Geoi^e  Rodney's  retwm  to  the  West 
Indies,  he  found  that  he  had  a  new  enemy  to 
contend  with.  But  before  entering  upon  a 
detail  of  his  enterprises  against  this  nation — 
the  Dutch,  it  will  be  necessary  briefly  to 
advert  to  the  state  of  European  politics  at 
that  period. 

Great  Britain  had  been  manfully  contend- 
ing for  some  time  past  with  the  united  forces 
of  France,  Spain,  and  Am^ea  {  but  whilst 
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she  was  making  the  most  T^orons  efforts,  and 
even  in  the  main  getting  the  better  of  the 
poirers  who  opposed  her  fairly  in  the  field, 
en^nies  were  raised  up  throughout  Europe, 
who,  by  reason  of  their  acting  indirectly, 
could  neither  be  opposed  nor  resisted.  The 
power  which  most  openly  manifested  its 
hostile  intention  was  Holland;  but,  besides 
this,  a  most  formidable  confederacy,  under 
the  title  of  the  Armed  Neutrality,  was  formed, 
evidently  with  a  design  to  crush  the  power  of 
Great  Britaio.  Of  this  confederacy  the  Em- 
press of  Russia  declared  herself  the  head,  to 
which  the  Kings  of  Denmark  and  Sweden 
formally  acceded.  The  States-General  did 
the  same ;  and  it  was  resolTed,  by  the  parties 
engagej^in  it,  to  make  a  common  cause  of  it 
at  ^p  against  any  of  the  belligerent  powers 
wV^ should  violate,  with  respect  to  neutral 
nnons,  the  principles  which  had  been  esta- 
blished by  the  Empress  *. 

■>  TheM  pnnoiplei  wsre  oonUined  in  the  fbUoving  proposi- 
tioiu:— 

Irt.  That  neutral  ihips  ahall  enjoj  a  free  navigatioii,  eren  frooi 
port  to  port,  and  od  the  coasts  of  the  belUgerent  poivers. 

Sd.  That  all  effiacta  belonging  to  the  belligerent  powers  ahall  be 
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But  though  the  British  ministry  could  not 
openly  engage  in  war  -mih  all  these  northern 
powers,  they  determined  to  take  severe  ven- 
getuice  on  the  I>utch,  whose  ingratitude  and 
perfidy  now  became    a  general   subject  of 


looked  upon  a«  &«e  ob  boaid  luch  neutral  (t^ii,  accept  ooif  sodi 
goods  &s  were  stipulated  contnband. 

3d.  Her  Impeiial  Majesty,  for  the  proper  ntid«Tstsn^ng  of  this, 
refer*  to  tie  trtielM  10  and  Ii  of  her  tiea^of  aonunerte  with 
Great  Britain,  ertendins  her  obligations  to  all  the  other  belli- 
gerent powers.  This  treaty  provides, '  that  the  lubjecfs  of  either 
'  partf  mihf  fteAy  pcits,  repus,  and  trade  in  all  counlriea  whidi 
'  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  at  enmi^  with  the  otba  of  the 

*  said  parties  (places  actually  blocked  up  or  besieged  only  (x- 
'  cqited),  [Hrovided  they  do  not  carry  any  wariike  stores  or  snumi- 

*  nitSon  to  the  enemy.  Aa  for  all  other  efiecti,  their  sh^a,  pasmi- 
' '  gers,  and  goods  shall  be  free  and  unmolested.  Camions,  mortars, 

'  or  other  nar^e  utenuls,  in  any  qnanfity  beyond  what  nuqr  be 
'  neeeaaaty  for  the  ship's  proriaicHi,  and  n^  jm^xii^  appertain 
'  to,  and  be  judged  necessary  for,  every  man  of  the  ship's  crew, 
'  or  for  each  passenger,  shall  be  deemed  ammunition  of  war ;  and 

*  if  any  such  be  found,  they  may  sei«  and  confiscate  the  mxstt, 
'  according  to  law;  but  neither  the  vessels,  passengers,  nor  the  rest 
'  of  the  goods  shall  be  detdned  for  that  reason,  or  hindered  &nm 

*  pumung  their  voyage,'  The  same  enumeration  of  the  goods 
stipulated  as  contraband  was  given  in  the  treaty  concluded  be- 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Russia  in  17GG. 

4th.  That  in  order  to  determine  what  characterise!  a  port 
blocked  i^,  that  denomination  should  not  be  granted  but  to  such 
places  before  which  there  were  actually  a  number  of  enemy's  ships 
stationed  near  enough,  so  as  to  make  its  entry  dangerous. 

9th.  That  those  prindples  should  serve  as  rules  in  the  jodicial 
proceedings  and  sentences  v^oa  the  legality  of  [nites. 


:dbvGoogIe 


LIFE   OF   LOSO    BODNEY,  441 

speculation.  £v«r  since  the  commencement 
of  hostilities  with  the  Americans,  the  Dutch 
had  evinced  much  '  partiality  towards  thou. 
This  continued  to  be  the  case,  even  beyond 
what  the  natural  avidity  of  a  mercantile 
people  could  be  supposed  to  produce.  Fre- 
quent memorials  and  mnonstrances  had  of 
consequence  passed  between  the  two  nations, 
and  the  breach  gradually  grew  wider  and 
wider,  until  at  last  matters  came  to  an  extre- 
mity, by  a  discovery  that  the  town  of  Am- 
sterdam was  about  to  enter  into  a  commercial 
treaty  with  the  revolted  subjects  of  England 
in  Nwth  America.  This  happened  in  the 
beginning  of  September,  1780,  by  the  capture 
of  Mr.  Lanrens*,  late  President  of  the  Ame- 
rican Congress,  and  who  had  been  empowered 

*  On  the  3ath  of  SepUmber,  the  Mercury,  &  Congress  packet, 
was  taken  by  the  Vestal,  Captain  Keppel,  near  NenroundJand. 
On  board  this  packet  was  Mr.  Laurens,  late  President  of  the  Con- 
gress, who  was  bound  on  an  embassy  to  Holland.  He  had  thrown 
his  papers  overboard,  but  great  part  of  them  were  recovered,  with- 
out having  received  much  damage.  He  was  brought  to  London, 
and  examined  before  the  Privy  Council,  in  consequence  of  which 
he  was  committed  close  prisoner  to  the  Tower  of  London,  on  a 
charge.of  high  treason.  His  papers  were  delivered  to  the  mimstry, 
and  contributed  to  promote  a  rupture  with  Holland,  as  among 
them  was  found  a  sketch  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  ct 
tween  the  republic  of  Holland  and  the  United  States  oS  A 
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by  that  body  to  conclude  a  treaty  with  Hol- 
laud.  Mr.  Laurens  himaelf  was  instantly 
committ^  prisoner  to  the  Tovrer  of  London, 
^d  a  spirited  remonstrance  was  umde  to  the 
States  of  Holland,  requiring  a  formal  dis- 
avoval  of  the  transaction.  To  thiB,  however, 
no  other  answer  could  be  obtained,  than  that 
'  they  would  take  the  matter  into  considcva- 

*  tion,  according  to  the  usages  and  forms  of 
'  the  country ;  and  that  a  reply  would  be 
'  given  as  soon  as  the  nature  of  their  govern* 

•  ment  would  admit.' 

Such  an  equivocal  answer  could  not  by  any 
means  be  tolerated.  Accordingly,  the  most 
vigorous  measures  were  resolved  on.  In  the 
month  of  January,  1781,  it  was  announced  to 
parliament  that  his  Majesty  had  been  obliged 
to  direct  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  to  be 
issued  against  the  States-General  and  their 
subjects.  The  charges  E^inst  the  republic 
were  briefly  summed  up  by  Lord  North  in 
his  speech  on  the  occasion. 

'  The  States,'  he  said,  '  in  open  violation  of 
'  treaties,  had  not  only  refused  to  ^ve  Great 
'  Britain  that  assistance  which  those  treaties 
'  entitled  her  to  claim  when  attacked  by  the 
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'  house  of  Bourbon,  but  had  also,  in  direct 

*  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  contributed, 
'  as  far  as  they  could,  to  iiimish  France  with 

*  warlike  storee,  and  had  also  thought  proper 
'  to  countenance  the  magistracy  of  Amster* 
'  dam  in  the  insult  which  they  bad  offered  to 
^  this  country,  by  entering  into  a  treaty  with 

*  the  rebellious  colonies  of  Great  Britain,  as 

*  free  and  independent  states.' 

'  The  States-General,  moreover,'  his  Lord- 
iphip  further  observed, '  had  suffered  Paul  Jones, 

*  a  Scotchman  and  a  pirate,  acting  without  any 
'  l^al  authority  from  any  adtnowledged  go- 
vernment, to  bring  British  ships  into  their 

'  ports,  and  to  refit  there.    A  rebel  American 

*  privateer  had  also  been  saluted  at  the 
'  Dutch  island  of  St.  Eustatius,  after  she 
'  had  been  suffered  to  capture  two  British 
'  Bhif»,    within  cannon-shot    of  their    forts 

*  and    castles.     The    British    ministers  had 

*  done  all  in  their  power  to  bring  the  States- 
'  General  to  a  true  sense  of  their  interest ; 
'  and  when  the  necrasity  of  the  case  com- 

*  pelled  them  to  seize  on  the  Dutch  vessels 

*  carrying  stores  to  France,  they  had  paid  the 

*  full  value  for  the  cargoes,  and  returned  the 
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*  ships,  SO  that  neither  the  private  merchant^ 
'  the  private  adventurers,  nor  the  States,  had 

*  suffered. 

'  With  respect  to  an  observation  that  had 
'  been  made,  that  the  treaty  laid  before  the 
'  House  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Ameri- 
'  cans,  was  nothing  more  than  a  contemplative 
'project;'  his  Lordship  remarked,  *that  it 
'  was  actually  signed  and  sealed ;  the  names 
'  of  Van  Berkel,  the  pensionary  of  Amster- 
'  dam,  and  Monsieur  de  Nenville,  a  merchant 
'  and  bui^;ees  of  that  city,  being  subscribed  to 
'  it  on  the  part  of  the  magistracy  of  Amster- 
'  ^tm,  and  the  name  of  John  Lea,  as  commis- 
'  sioner,  or  agent,  for  the  Congress  of  Ame 
'  rica.  The  States-General  had  also  refused 
'  to  pay  the  least  attention  to  the  requisition 
'  in  his  Majesty's  memorial,  delivered  by  Sir 
'  Joseph  Yorke,  that  proper  notice  should  be 
'  taken  of  Van  Berkel  and  his  associates,  so 
'  far  as  such  a  reiusal  could  be  implied  by  a 

*  contemptuous  silence.  As  for  the  principal 
'  magistrates  of  Amsterdam,  they  were  so  far 
'  from  disavowing  the  fact,  or  attempting  to 

*  palliate  it,  that  they  gloried  in  the  whole 
'transaction,  and  expressly  declared,  even 
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*  to  the  States-General,  that  what  they  had 
'  done  was  what  their  indispensable  duty 
'  required.' 

His  Lordship  added,  '  that  he  lamented  a 

*  necessity  of  a  war  with  Holland,  hut  it  ap- 
'  peared  to  him  to  be  an  unaToidable.measure. 

*  He  confessed  the  8itiia,tioa  of  this  country 

*  was  truly  alarming ;  but  when  he  considered 

*  the  powerful  stand  that  had  already  been 

*  made  against  the  most  alarming  .confederacy 
'  that  had  ever  been  formed  against  Great 

*  Britain ;  the  little  success  the  enemies  of 

*  this  country  had  met  with  in  all  their 
'  various  attempts  against  it — and  the  spirit 

*  and  resources  of  the  nation ;  the  public 
'  prospects  a[4)eared  to  him  much  less  gloomy 
'than  some  gentlemen  thought  proper  to 
'  represent  them.  Our  difficulties  were  cer- 
'  tainly  great,  but  he  trusted  that  they  were 
'  by  no  means  insuperable.  He  was  neidier 
'  desirous  of  concealing  their  magnitude,  nor 
'  afraid  to  meet  them,  great  as  they  must  be 
'  acknowledged,  because  he  was  convinced, 

*  that  when  the  force  of  this  country  was 
'  fully  exerted,  it  was  equal  to  the  contest, 
'  and  that  the  only  means  of  obtaining  an 
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'  honourable  and  just  peace,  was  to  efaew 
'  ourselves  capable  of  carrying  on  the  war 
'  with  spirit  and  with  vigour.' 

The  Dutch  nation  appear  not  in  the  pre- 
sent case  to  have  acted  with  any  d^ree  of 
prudence.  Notwithstanding  their  provoking 
conduct  toward  Great  Britain,  they  had  made 
no  preparation  for  war,  in  case  of  being 
attacked  ;  and  although  they  must  have  been 
aware  that,  in  direct  violation  of  every 
acknowledged  law  of  nations,  their  merchants 
had  constantly  supplied  her  enemies  with 
warlike  stores  and  provisions,  of  which  they 
had  made  the  island  of  St.  Eustatius  the 
depot,  yet  they  had  not  thought  it  necessary 
either  to  take  any  precautions  gainst  de- 
tection, or  to  guard  against  surprise  by  the 
British  naval  and  military  commanders  in 
those  seas,  of  whose  vigilance  and  activi^ 
they  could  not  have  been  ignorant. 

The  British  government  sent  Sir  George 
Rodney  and  General  Vaughan  early  notice  of 
the  declaration  of  war  against  the  States- 
General,  with  orders  to  act  immediately 
against  their  colonies  in  that  quarter*.     Not 

*  These  instructions  will  be  fouad  in  another  port  of  this  went 
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an  hour  vas  lost  in  Ailfilling  these  orders, 
and  the  blow  that  fell  was  like  a  thunderbolt, 
as  tremendoua  as  it  was  rapid. 


'  TO  PHILIP  STEPHENS,  &8Q. 

'  Sajidieich,  Gros  Islet  Bay.  St  Lucie, 
*  December  lOth.  1780. 

'  Be  pleased  to  acquaint  their  lordships  that 
'  I  sailed  from  Sandy  Hook,  on  the  16th 
'  of  November,  with  his  Majesty's  ships,  as 
'  named  in  the  mai^in,  for  the  West  Indies*. 

'  The  trade  for  Great  Britain,  under  convoy 
'  of  the  Yarmouth,  and  the  detachment  of 
'  troops,  and  the  trade  for  the  Carolinas, 
'  under  the  protection  of  the  Roebuck, 
'  Raleigh,  and  Hycena,  sailed  at  the  same 
'  time. 

'  The  next  day,  a  violent  gale  of  wind, 
'  which  continued  for  forty-eight  hours,  dis- 
'  persed  the  whole,  and  I  greatly  fear  has 
'  occasioned  very  great  damage  to  his  Ma- 
*  jesty's   ships,  some  of  which,   particularly 

♦  Vii.— Sandwich,  Resolution,  Triumph,  Torbaj,  Shrewsbuir, 
Teirible,  Alcide,  Intrepid,  Cyclops,  Boreas,  Triton,  Sbaik, 
Focohanta,  St  Lucia.  Uuid. 
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*  the  ^ark,  of  twenty  guns,  commanded  by 
'  Captain  Lloyd,  late  of  the   Fowey,   which 

*  ship,  and  the  Hannibal,  taken  from  the 
'  rebels,  I  have  reason  to  think,  foundered 
'  at  sea. 

'  Every  ship  was  separated  from  the  Sand- 
'  wich  till  the  30th  of  November,  when  she 
'  was  joined  under  the  tropic  by  the  Triumph, 
'  Intrepid,  and  Boreas,  the  latter  of  which 
'  had  sprung  her  main-mEist,  in  so  dangerous 
'  a  manner,  as  obliged  me,  when  we  arriTed 
'  in  the  latitude  of  Antigua,  on  the  3d  of 
'  December,  to  detach  her  to  that  island  for 

*  a  new  one. 

'  On  the  6th  instant  I  arrived  at  Barba- 
'  does,   where  I  found   riding  the  Terrible, 

*  Alcmene,  Cyclops,  and  Sylph  sloops,  and 
'  was  joined  the  next  day  by  the  Greyhound 
'  and  Hornet,  from  St.  Lucie,  and  the  day 
'  following  by  the  Resolution,  and  Alcide, 
'  part  of  the  squadron  which  sailed  with  me 
'  from  Sandy  Hook,  and  the  Russell  and 
'  Centaur,  detached  to  me  by  Vice-Admiral 
'  Arbuthnot. 

*  The  two  former  ships  had  suifered  greatly 
'  in  the  storm.    The  Resolution  lost  her  top- 
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'masts  and  main  yard;  the  Alcide  her'top- 

*  masts   and  fore  yard.     TTie  Torbay  aiad 

*  Shrewsbury,  which  have  not  yet  joined  me, 

*  were  seen  in  the  gale  with  their  top-mast^ 
'  gone ;  and,  what  makes  this  distress  the 
'  greater,  no  naval  stores  of  any  kind  are  to 
'  be  got  either  at  Barbadoes  or  St.  Lucie, 

*  owing  to  the  dire  effects  of  the  hurricane 
'  which  happened  on  the  10th  of  October. 

*  It  is  impossible  to  describe  the  dreadful 

*  scene  it  has  occasioned  at  Barbadoes,  and 

*  the  condition  of  the  miserable  inhabitants. 
'  Nothing  but    ocular    demonstration   could 

*  have  convinced  me  that  it  was  possible  fot 
'  wind  to  cause  so  total  a  destruction  of  an 

*  island  remarkable  for  its  numerous  and  well- 
'  built  habitations ;  and  I  am  convinced  that 
'  the  violence  of  the  wind  must  have  prevented 
'  the  inhabitants  from  feeling  the  earthquake 
'  which  certainly  attended  the  storm.     No- 

*  thing  but  an  earthquake  could  have  occa- 

*  sioned    the    foundations   of  the    strongest 

*  buildings  to  be  rent ;  and  so  total  has  been 
'  the  devastation,  that  there  is  not  one  chureh, 

*  nor  one  house,  as  I  am  well  informed,  but 
'  what  has  been  destroyed.    The  whole  face 
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'  of  the  country  appears  one  entire  river;  and 

*  the  most  beautiful  island  in  the  world  has 
'  the  appearance  of  a  country  laid  waste  by 

*  fire  and  sword,  and  appears  to  the  imaging' 
'  tion  more  dreadful  than  it  is  possible  fw  me 
'  to  find  words  to  express. 

*  Such  is  the  condition  of  the  once  flourisb- 
'  ing  island  of  Barbadoes.  In  everything 
'  in   my  power   towards   the    relief  of  the 

*  inhabitants,  their  Lordships  may  be  assured 

*  I  shall  assist  them ;   and   shall  despatch 

*  expresses  to  America,    to   request  vessels 

*  loaded  with  lumber  may  be  sent,  in  order  to 

*  restore  the  buildings  in  this  unhappy  island, 

*  and  screen  the  surviving  inhabitants  from 
'•  the  inclemency  of  the  climate. 

'  Not  one  single  battery  in  the  whole  island 

*  but  what  has  been  totally  destroyed ;  and 

*  such  effect  had  the  violence  of  the  wind  and 

*  sea  even  upon  the  cannon,  that  if  I  was  to 
f  report  the  great  distance  some  of  them  were 
'  carried  from  the  batteries,  few  persons  would 

*  give  credit  to  the  assertion. 

'  I  leave  their  Lordships  to  judge  how  much 

*  my  concern  must  have  been  heightened 
'  upon  the  report  made  to  me  of  the  loss  his 
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'  Majesty  and  the  public  bad  suBtained  in  the 
'  destruction  of  the  ships  of  war,  and  the 
'  gallant  officers  and  men  belonging  to  them, 
'  a  list  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose*; 
'  but  I  hopd  some  of  them  have  escaped, 
'  and  arrived  at  Jamaica,  to  which  island  I 
'shall  despatch  an  express,  acquainting  Sir 
'  Peter  Parker  with  the  great  disastet  that 
'  has  happened,  and  request  and  demand  his 
*  assistance  in  not  only  hastening  such  ships 
'  of  my  squadron  as  may  have  escaped  the 
'  hurricane  and  arrived  at  Jamaica,  to  rejoin 
'  me  with  all  possible  despatch,  but  likewise 
'  that  he  will  reinforce  me,  without  loss  of 
'  time,  with  the  Thunderer  and  Berwick,  in 


*  Loss  suatunedby  Commodore  Hothun'*  flquadron. 

Vengeance,  74,    suatained  great  dunage  in  the  harbour  of 
St.  Lucie. 

Ajax  and  Montagu,  74,  fbrced  to  sea,  and  received  great 
damage.    Since  returned  to  St.  Lucie. 

Egmont,  74,  and  Endymion,  44,  dismasted,  and  obliged  to  run 
down  fo  Jamaica. 

Venus,  3G,  and  Alcmene,  33,  dismasted— reached  Antigua. 

Albemarle,  24,  forced  to  sea  from  Barbadoes, 

Blanche,  32,  and  Cameleon,  14,  tbundered  at  sea — alt  on  board 
perished. 

Andromeda  and  Laurel,  S8,  wredied  on  the  island  of  Martinique, 

Deal  Castle,  24,  wrecked  on  Porto  Kico — crew  saved. 

Bt  Vinceote,  14,  drove  ashore  in  the  hubour  of  St.  Lmne. 
2G3 
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*  pursuance   of  the   orders  he    received  hy 

*  Commodore  Walsingham,  and  in  pursuance 
'  of  his  Majesty's   pleasure,  signified  to  my 

*  ZiOrds  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  by 
'  the  principal  Secretary  of  State,   and  Trith 

*  such  other  shija  as  he  can  possibly  spare 
<•  from  the  Jamaica  station,  which  island  cannot 
'  be  in  danger  whilst  I  hare  the  honour  to 

*  codunand 'his  Majesty's  fleet  on  the  wind- 
'  ward  station,  as  I  hare  already  convinced 

*  the  Commander-in-chief  of  his  Majesty's 

*  fleet  at  Jamaica,  of  my  willingness,  agree- 
'ably  to  my  duty,  to  support  it  when  in 

*  danger. 

'  I  shall  likewise  acquaint  Sir  Peter  Parker 
'  of  the  crippled  condition,  not  only  of  part 
'  of  the  squadron  I  brought  with  me  from 
'  America,   but  also  of  those  I   left  under 

*  Commodore  Hotham,  which  have  escaped 

*  the  hurricane,  but  remain  unserviceable 
'  until  masts  and  rising  can  be  procured  to 
'relit' them;  and  that  no  stores  for  that 
'  purpose    are    obtainable   in    the    Caribbee 

*  Islands.  I  shall  point  out  to  him  the 
'  necessity  of  his  sending  me  a  strong  rein- 
'  forcement  of  ships;   and  I  hope  Sir  Peter 
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*  Parker  will  be  convinced,  from  my  repre- 
'  sentations  of  the  critical  sitaation  of  afifaiis 
'  in  this  part  of  the  world,  that  it  is  his  ^uty, 
'without  a  moment's  delay,  to  hasten  the 

*  reinforcement  I  shall  demand,  more  eape- 
'  cially  as  I  shall  acqtaint  him  with  the  great 
'  force  the  enemy  daily  expects  £rom  Brest, 

*  mider  Monsieur  de  la  Touche  TreTille,  <rf 

*  the  squadron  from  Cape  Francois,  under 
'  Monsieur  Mcmteil  (four  of  which  are  already 
'  arrived  at  Martinique),  exclusive  of  Mon- 

*  sieur  Temay's  squadron  from  America,  as,d 
'  a    strong   reinforcement    of   line-of-battle 

*  ships  which  the  French  expect  from  Cadi^, 

*  as  I  am  credibly  informed  by  letters  in  a 
'  French  merchant  ship  &om  Spain,  taken  by 

*  one  of  my  squadnm,  and  by  whom  I  learn 

*  that  Monsieur  de  Ghiichen,  with  eighteen 
'  sail  of  the  line,  was  arrived  at  Cadiz  from 
'  Cape  Francis.    From  all  these  oonflidem- 

*  tions,   I  hope  Sir  Peter  Parker  will  not 

*  hesitate  one  moment  at  the  part  he  ought 

*  to  take ;  but  &om  his  not  returning  the 
'  frigates  I  sent  to  Jamaica  (partlculady  Uie 
'  Alert  brig,  by  which  I  earnestly  requested 

*  him  to    ms^e   me    acquainted  with    the 
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*  situation  of  affairs  in  his  station,  but  have 

*  never  as  yet  received  any  information  what- 
'  ever  from  him  during  my  continuance  on 

*  the  coast  of  America,  or  through  the  hands 
'  of  Commodore  Hotham,  with  whom  I  left 

*  the  command  at  the  Leeward  Islands  in  my 
'  absence),  I  have  reason  to  think  that  it  may 

*  require  their  Lordships'  strictest  commands 

<  to  Sir  PetN  Paricer,  or  the  cwnmanding 

*  officer  for  the  time  being  at  Jamaica,  that 

*  my  request  for  a  reinforcement  from  that 

*  station  may  be  complied  with. 

*  You  will  please  to  acquaint  their  Lord- 

*  ships  that,  till  the  arrival  of  Sir  Samuel 

*  Hood  with  the  store-ships  from  England, 

*  the  Resolution,  Montague,  Ajax,  Alcide, 
'  and  Shrewsbury  cannot  be  refitted,  for  want 
'  of  masts  and  stores.  The  Torbay,  which  has 

*  not  yet  joined  me,  I  am  convince^]  will  be 
'  In  the  same  condition ;  but  everything  in 
«  my  power  shall  be  done  towards  so  desirable 

*  an  end. 

'  J  have  ordered  the  packet  to  sail  without 

*  a  moment's  loss  of  time,  that  their  Lordships 

*  may  be  acquainted  aa  soon  as  possible  with 

<  the  situation  of  aSain  in  this  part  of  the 
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'  wwld ;  and  I  shall  send  an  express  in  a  few 

*  days,  by  one  of  the  men-of-war  sloops  that 

*  have  escaped  the  hurricane,  with  any  further 

*  intdligence  that  I  may  obtain. 

*  P.S.  The  Shrewsbury  has  joined  me  in 

*  this  bay.' 


'  TO    LADY   RODNEY. 


•  St  Lude.  Dtc.  lOtli,  1780. 

*  Yesterday  I  arrived  here,  after  a  short  pas- 

*  sage,  attended  with  a  gale  of  wind,  which 

*  separated  all  my  fleet,  and  crippled  most  of 

*  them.    John,  whom  I  acquainted  you  I  had 

*  made  a  captain  in  the  Triton,  having  re- 

*  ceived  considerable  damage,  is  now  at  An- 

*  tigua  refitting.    I  sailed  from  New  York  thd 

*  16th  of  November,  and  arrived  at  Barbadoes 

*  on  the  5th  of  this  month. 

*  You  may  easily  conceive  my  surprise, 

*  concern,  and  astonishment,  when  I  saw  the 

*  dreadful  situation  of  that  island,  and  the 

*  destructive  effects  of  the  hurricane.    The 

*  strongest  buildings,  and  the  whole  of  the 

*  houses,  most  of  which  were  of  stone,  and 
'  remarkable  for  their  solidity,  gave  way  to 
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*  the  fury  of  the.  wuid,  and  were  torn  ii{>  finun 
^  their  reiy  fonndatioiis ;  all  tfae  iorta  de- 
'  Btroyed,  and  many  of  the  h«iTy  cuiaoD 

*  carried  upwards  of  a  hundred  feet  &CHZt  the 

*  j<Hi8.    Had  I  not  been  an  eye-witoeas,  no- 

*  thing  could  hare  induced  me  to  hare  be> 

*  lieved  it.    More  than  six  thousand  p^sons 

*  perished,  and  all  the  inhabitants  are  eidii<ely 

*  ruined :  our  friend.  Sir  F.  Gibbs,  has  suf- 

*  fered  severely.    The  hurricane  proved  fittal 

*  to  six  of  the  ships  of  my  sqaadron,  amongst 

*  whom  poor  Jack  Drummond  perished  on  the 

*  back  of  the  island  of  St.  Lucie.  Several 
f  other  valuable  cheers  underwent  the  same 

*  fate  in  Martinique  and  Dominica ;  and  the 
'  remainder  of  ipy  eqsadrtm,  which  I  left  widi 
*■  Commodore  Hotiiam,  are  useless,  having  lost 
'  all  their  masts,  and  no  stores  h«re  to  re[dace 

*  them.    If  Sir  Samuel  Hood  does  not  arrive 

*  soon  from  England,  we  shall  be  in  a  worse 

*  condition  than  last  year,  and  very  inferior 
'  again  to  the  enemy,  unless  they  instantly 

*  despatch  a  lai^  squadron  to  join  me. 

'  On  my  arrival  I  was  made  happy  by  die 

*  receipt  of  your  letters,  the  first  part  of  which 

*  not  a  little  surprised  me,  and  has  convinced 
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'  me  that  my  letters  to  ywu  are  opened  or 

*  ^icreted,  as  I  have  never  sirifered  any  ship 
'■to  sail  without  writing  to  you.  I  find  I  am 
^chosen  fer  Westminster,  and  without  e^- 
'  pense.  I  allow  the  honour  to  be  great  in 
'  the  extreme  to  repr^ent  the  iirst  city  in  the 
>  wedd ;  but  between  you  and  me,  I  should 

*  hare  preferred  being  elected  for  Hampshire, 
'  which  I  certainly  had  been,  if  the  poll  for 

*  Westminster  had  not  been  so  modi  in  my 
'  faTouT.    My  partiality  for  my  own  county 

*  is,  I  trust,  pardonable* 

'  I  must  now  recur  to  the  melancholy  a^Tair 
*■  «f  the  hurricane,  which,  I  hear,  has  depriyed 

*  two  of  my  &ieuds  of  two  very  valuable  young 

*  men.  I  feel  most  sincerely  for  Governor 
*■  Johnstone  and  Colonel  Keene.     Captains 

*  Hawkins  and  Johnstime  were  both  at  anchor 

*  in  Gros  Islet  Bay,  both  drove  out,  and,  I 
'  greatly  fear,  both  have  perished.  Johnstone 
'  I  had  made  a  post-captain,  upon  Captain 

*  Bateman's  being  broke  and  dismissed  the 

*  King's  service.  So  mild  a  sentence  will^ 
'  perhaps,  not  please  the  nation.  He  insulted 
'  hia  judges  when  he  found  that  his  life  was 
'  sale. 

'  I  have  received  my  dear  Jenny's  letter 
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*  from  Brighton,  for  which  I  think  myself 
'  highly  ohliged  hy  the  description  she  has 

*  given  of  her  own  hathing,  and  the  affection 

*  of  my  dog  I^oup,  when  the  women  took  hold 

*  of  you.  She  seems  more  pleased  with  the 
<  nice  souse,  as  she  calls  it,  than  with  the 

*  affection  that  caused  it.    I  am  sorry,  how- 

*  ever,  he  was  so  displeased  with  his  bathing 

*  as  not  to  Buffer  anybody  to  speak  to  him. 

'  Notwithstanding  I  am  so  pleased  with  her 

*  letter,  I  am  not  quite  so  with  her  writing : 
'  I  fear  her  master  is  a  bad  perfonner,  and 

*  does  not  teach  her  a  woman's  hand.  Nothing 

*  is  so  shocking  in  a  lady  as  a  masculine  hand. 

*  Pray  tell  her  so.    I  wish  you  would  Bend  me 

*  some  wax  likenesses  of  my  dear  girls ;  I 
'  believe  it  is  easily  done. 

'  This  letter  I  send  by  the  packet,  which  I 

*  have  ordered  home  at  an  hour's  notice,  that 
'  Government  may  know  of  my  arrival  in  the 
'  West,  and  of  the  forlorn  condition  of  my 
'  squadron.   In  a  very  short  time  I  shall  send 

*  a  frigate  express,  when  you  shall  hear  again 

*  from  me. 

*  Pray  don't  let  any  of  my  girls  go  to  a 
'  boarding-school.     I  cannot  bear  it.     They 

*  will  learn  nothing  there  but  mischief.' 
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TO   SIB   PETEB   PARKER,   COHMAMDINO   AT 
'  JAMAICA. 

<  Smdmich,  olF&t.  Lucie, 
'December  15th,  1T8Q. 

*  On  my  arriral  at  Barbadoes,  on  the  5th 

*  instant,  you  may  easily  judge  of  my  surprise 

*  and  astonishmeDt  at  finding  that  beautiful 

*  island,  which  was  always  thought  to  be  out 

*  of  the  reach  of  hurricanes,  to  be  one  entire 
'  ruin,— not  one    church,    and  scarcely  one 

*  house,  but  what  experienced  the  dreadful 

*  effects  of  the  hurricane  which   happened 

*  there  on  the  10th  of  October.  Upwards  of 
<  six  thousand  inhabitants  perished  I 

*  But  what  added  greatly  to  this  calamity 
'  was  the  loss  his  Majesty  and  the  public  had 

*  sustained  in  eight  ships  of  war,  with  the 

*  gallant  officers  and  men  belonging  to  Uiem, 
'  and  the  great  damage  of  the  remainder  of 
'  the  squadron  I  had  left  under  the  command 

*  of  Commodore  Hotfaam,  in  these  seas,  all  of 
'  which  were  dismasted,  and  rendered  useless, 
'  as  neither  masts  nor  rigging  are  in  the 
'  stores,  nor  are  there  any  to  be  purchased. 
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'  I  have  not  a  doubt,  should  any  of  the  afaips 

*  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  escaped 
'  the  hurricane,  and  to  have  arrived  at  Ja- 
'  maica,  that  you  will  refit  them,  and  hasten 
'  them  back  to  this  station  with  all  possible 
'  despatch.  Their  service  will  be  much 
'  wanted ;  and  the  enemy's  squadnm,  which 
'  is  hourly  expected  in  these  seas,  will  be 

*  very  superior  to  that  under  my  command, 
'  unless  you  shall  reinforce  it  with  the 
'  Thunderer  and  Berwick,  agreeable  to  his 
'  Majesty's  commands,  signified  by  his  prin- 
'  cipal  Secretary  of  State  to  my  liords 
'  Commissioners    of  the    Admiralty,    which 

*  command    the    Admiralty    acquainted    me 

*  they  had  directed  yon  to  comply  with,  by 

*  sending  the  said  ships  to  be  put  imder  my 

*  command,  and  which  I  expected  wmild  hare 

*  joined  me  on  my  return  to  this  station,  but 
'  on  the  non-appearance  of  which  I  must  own 

*  I  have  been  greatly  disappointed  *. 

*  Sir  Geoi^  Hodney  was  not  at  this  time  aware  that  the  dis- 
Bjtrous  efibcts  of  the  hurricane  had  extended  to  Rear-Adminl 
Rowley's  squadron,  who  were  cruising  off  St  Domingo.  "Hie 
loss  sustaioed  was  as  follows:— 

Grafton,  74.  Hector,  74,  Ruby.  64.  Trident,  £4.  Berwidt,  74. 
Ulysses,  44,  Pomona,  88,  and  Bristol,  60 — dismasted,  and  othcr- 
wite  much  <IaiiKige<L  Thundeier, 
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*  I  haye  acquainted  the  Lords  CommiS' 
'  sioners  with  the  situation  of  affairs  here, 

*  aiid  of  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  strong 

Thunderer,  74.  Commodore  Walsingham,  son  of  the  Earl  of 
Shannon,  supposed  to  bare  foundered. 

Stirilng  C^atle,  64,  aod  Fhcsmx,  44,  wrecked;  many  of  the 
CIGW3  drowned. 

Scarborough,  34,  Victor,  14,  Barbodoes,  14,  foundered  at  sea. 

■  ThefoUowinf  extract  ofa  letter  from  Doctor  Blilnb  to  Doctor 
WitLiAH  HnnTBB,  will  give  some  idea  of  the  hurricane. 

'  Sandwich,  at  sea,  oS  St.  Lucie, 
•December  3Siid,  17SB. 
'  Having  Tetumed  to  the  West  Indies  with  the  fleet  from  North 

*  America,  I  found  that.  In  our  absence,  there  had  been  a  most 

*  violent  hurricane  at  Barbadoes,  and  some  of  the  neighbomii^ 

■  islands ;  and  I  send  yon  the  best  account  of  this  interesting  ph«- 

*  nomenon  I  can  coUect  from  the  testimony  of  those  who  suffered 

*  in  it,  and  from  the  re>y  visible  traces  of  it  now  under  my  eye. 

'  It  began  to  blow  hard  at  Barbadoes  on  the  eth  of  October, 

*  but  it  was  not  ^tprehended  till  next  day  that  there  would  be 
'  anything  more  than  such  a  gale  of  wind  b3  they  experience  from 
'  time  to  titna  in  this  island  at  that  season.    On  the  erening  of 

*  the  1 0th,  the  wind  arose  to  such  a  degree  of  violence  ai  clearly 
'  to  amount  to  what  is  called  a  hurricane.    At  eight  o'clock,  P.  v., 

*  it  began  to  make  impression  on  the  houses  by  tearing  off  the 

*  T0O&,  and  overthrowing  some  of  the  walls.  As  the  inhabitants 
'  had  never  been  accustomed  to  such  a  convulsion  of  Nature,  they 

*  remained  tQl  this  time  in  leciuity,  but  they  now  b^an  to  be  in 

*  the  utmost  consternation ;  and  the  sufiierings  and  calamities  of 
'  the  peopWa  the  ravage  and  devastation  upon  every  object  of 

*  Nature  and  art,  during  the  ensuing  ni^t,  exceed  all  descriptiiHi. 
'  It  was  thought  to  be  at  the  greatest  height  at  midnight,  and  did 
'  not  abate  eonsitkrably  till  eig^  o'clock  next  moning.    Durii^ 

*  all  this  tine  most  of  the  inhalntaiits  had  deserted  their  houses  to 
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'  reiofbrcement  being  sent  to  support  the 
'  honour  of  the  British  flag,  and  his  Ma- 
'jesty's  territories  in  these  seas,  which  will 

'  avoid  being  buried  in  the  ruins ;  and  every  age,  sex,  and  con- 
'  dition,  were  exposed  in  the  fields  to  the  impetuous  vrlnd,  incessant 
'  torrents  of  rain,  and  the  terrors  of  thunder  and  lightning.  Man]' 
'  were  overwhelmed  in  the  ruins,  either  by  clinging  too  long  in  the 
'  ruins  for  shelter,  in  attempting  to  save  what  was  valuable,  or  by 
'  unavoidable  accidents  fW)m  the  fidl  of  walls,  roofs,  and  fUroitur^ 
'  the  materials  of  which  were  [mi;eoted  to  great  distances.  Eveit 
'  the  bodies  of  men  and  cattle  were  lifted  from  off  the  ground,  and 
'  carried  several  yards.  The  cries  of  the  heljdess  wounded  and 
'  dying  could  not  be  heard  amidst  the  crash  of  ruins,  and  the 

*  noise  of  the  elements.  At  Bridgetown  the  bodies  were  loo 
'  numerous,  and  the  weather  too  severe,  to  get  them  disengaged 
'  from  the  ruins  for  some  days,  and  they  emitted  a  putrid  stench 
'  which  affected  the  air  of  the  whole  town.    An  estimate  has  been 

*  attempted  of  the  number  of  deaths  from  returns  made  to  the 
'  governor,  and  they  amounted  to  more  than  three  thousand, 
'  though  several  parishes  had  not  given  in  their  returns  when  I 

'  All  the  houses  of  the  island  have  sufiered,  more  or  less ;  and 
'  the  damage  has  been  the  greater,  that  the  buildings  were  not 
'  calculated  to  withstand  such  a  shock,  for  there  had  been  no  such 
'  event  in  this  island  for  a  hundred  and  five  years.    The  late  hur- 

*  ricanea  in  our  colonies  have  been  confined  to  Antigua,  St. 
'  Christopher's,  and  the  other  islands  in  their  latitude ;  and  those 
'  more  to  the  southward  began  to  flatter  themselves  with  an  ex- 
'  emption  from  such  accidents.  The  large  elegant  church  at 
'  Bridgetown  is  a  heap  of  ruins,  many  of  the  private  houses  are 
'  levelled  with  the  ground— all  of  them  unroofed,  and  the  whole  of 
'  their  carpenter's  work  and  furniture  destroyed.  The  greater 
'  part  of  the  inhabitants  fasted  for  forty-eight  hours ;  and  they  were 
'  obliged  to  dig  from  the  ruins'the  necessaries  of  life,  and  clothes 
'  to  cover  themselves  with. 
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*  be  in  imminent  danger  unless  it  be  speedily 
■  eent  me  from  Jamaica,  or  Great  Britain. 

'  Thif  general  wreck  had  a  remarkaUe  effect  on  the  hearts  of 
men.  Any  one  who  was  more  fortunate  than  his  neighbour 
prepared  victual*  to  administer  to  the  cravings  of  the  flrrt  comer. 
Tha  owners  of  warehouses  gave  what  remained  of  their 
victuals  and  clothing  almost  gratuitously ;  and  ideas  of  property 
and  interest  seemed  to  be  forgotten  in  the  moments  of  calamify. 
'  All  the  fruits  of  the  earth  then  standing  have  been  destroyed ; 
most  of  the  trees  of  the  island  have  been  torn  up  by  the  roots ; 
and  (what  will  perhaps  give  as  strong  an  idea  of  the  force  of  the 
wind  as  any  thing)  many  of  them  ware  stripped  of  their  bark. 
The  sea  rose  as  high  as  to  destroy  the  fort,  carrying. the  great 
guns  many  yards  from  the  platform,  and  demolishing  the  houses 
near  the  beach.  A  ship  was  driven  ashore  against  one  of  the 
buildings  of  the  Naval  Hospital,  which,  by  this  shock,  and  by  the 
impetuosity  of  the  wind  and  sea,  was  entirely  destroyed  and 
swept  away.  As  many  of  the  sick  seamen  were  removed  as  was 
possible  under  such  circumstances ;  but  three -and- twenty  of 
them  were  buried  under  the  ruins.  The  mole-head  was  swept 
away,  and  ridges  of  coral  rock  were  thrown  up,  which  still 
remain  above  the  surface  of  the  water;  but  the  harbour  and 
road  have,  upon  the  whole,  been  improved,  having  been  deep- 
ened in  some  places  six  feet,  in  others  as  many  fathoms ;  and  the 
anchoting'ground  in  the  road  is  much  better.  The  crust  of 
coral,  which  had  been  the  work  of  ages,  having  been  torn  upt 
having  a  soft  oozy  bottom,  many  shells  and  fish  were  thrown 
ashore  which  had  been  heretofore  unknown. 
'  The  sufferings  and  losses  by  sea  have  been  great  and  oala- 
mitous.  The  wind  was  too  violent  for  any  ship  to  ride  it  out, 
and  they  all  pushed  to'  sea,  where  most  of  them  perished  by  the 
mere  violence  of  the  weather,  wttbout  toeing  driven  any  where 
on  a  shore.  Out  of  twelve  of  his  Majesty's  ships  of  war  that 
were  exposed  to  it,  dght  have  been  totally  lost ;  and  out  of  the 
crewa  of  tham  all,  notmore  than  tEn  or  twelve  have  been  iav«d  I' 
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'  I  have  likewise  acquainted  them  that  1 

*  should  send  an  express  to  you,  to  desire 
*■  every  assistance  in  your  pow6r,  and,  in  par- 
'  ticular,  the  return  of  the  Thunderer  arid 
'  Berwick,  as  likewise  whatever  other  line-of- 

*  battle  ships  could  possibly  be  spared  to  join 

*  me,  as  Jamaica  could  not  be  in  danger  while 

*  I  commanded  a  strong  squadron  to  wind- 

*  ward — as  1  should  ever  be  ready  to  support 
'  her  with  my  whole  strength,  should  there  be 
'  occasion,  and  as  I  have  always  given  proofs 

*  of  my  readiness  to  assist  that  island  when 

*  in  danger. 

*  I  must  therefore.  Sir,  in  his  Majesty's 
'name,  and  for  his  service,  request  that  you 
'  assist  me  in  supporting  the  dignity  of  the 

*  flag,  and  in  protecting  his  islands  in  these 
'  seas  with  what  force  you  can  spare,  and 
'  without  loss  of  time,  as  I  have  but  nine  sail 

*  of  the  line  fit  for  service,  and  those  without 

*  stores. 

'  I  must  likewise  desire  you  will  despatch 
'  my  frigate,  the  Alert,  which  I  sent  to  you 

*  express,  and  which  I  had  reason  to  expect 
*"  would  have  been  returned  to  me,  agreeably 
'  to  my  request,  that  I  might  have  been  per- 
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*fectl7  acquunted  with  the  situation  of 
'  affavs  on  your  statioB,  and  that  I  mighti  if 
'  zequiBite,  haye  despatched  aa  additional 
'  succour  to  reinforce  you. 

'  I  am  couTiuced  that  there,  must  hare 
'  been  some  reason  I  am  uiiac(]ualated  with, 
'  which  prerented  .  your  sending  l^ck  the 
'  Alert,  as  I  cannot  be  induced  to  believe  that 

*  you  would  have  detained  one  of  my  fi^gates 

*  sent  expreSB  to  you  (and  whose  captain  I 
'  would  hare  preferred),  without  something 
'  extraordinary;  and  therefore  flatter  myself 

*  soon  to  hare  the  honour  of  hearing  from 
'  you  by  her,  or  by  some  othei  fast-sailing 

*  frigate,  that  I  may  knoy  what  succour  I 
'  may  depend  upon,  and  expect  from  you. 

*  The  Surprife,  which  I  send  with  th{s 

*  express,  having  sprung  her  main-mast,  and 

*  there  being  no  stores  whatever  here  to  refit 

'  her,    I    must  request  you  will  please    to  . 

*  order  her  to  be  careened  and  refitted  at 
'  Jamaica. 

'  Inclosed  I  sand  you  autiientic  intelligence, 
'  the  first  and  second  from  the  Admira!^, 

*  the  others    from  intercepted  letters^    ^t 
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'  part  of  the  St.  Domingo  are  already  arrived 
'at  Martinique,  and  the  others  hourly  ex- 
'  pected.' 


'to    PHILIP   STEPHENS,  ESQ.    . 

*  SfMUtofcft,  offSt  Ludc' 
*I3)K.3Xiid,irSO. 

*  In  my  last  despatches  sent  by  the  Aiuia 

*  Tfaer^a  packet,  on  the  13th  imtant^'  F 
'  acquainted  their  Lordshipft  that  General 

*  VaT^an  and  myself  intended  to  undcrUlke 
'  an  enteiprise,  whidi,  we  flattered  ourselves, 
'  might  be  attended  with  snccess. 

'From  the  repeated  inteDigence  of  the 
'  inhabitants  of  St.  Vincent'a,  -we  were  made 
'  to  believe  that,  from  the  severe  eflfects  <tf  the 
'late  hnrricane,  the  fortifications  the enen^ 
'  had  erected  upon  the  monntun  which  com- 
'■  mands  the  town  of  Kingston,  and  on  whidi 
'  the  security  of  the  whole  island  depends, 
'  v&e  m  a  rninons  state,  and  might  be  ea^y 
'  taken  by  a  coup-de-main;  and  more  espe- 
'  cially  that  the  enemy  had  very  few  troops, 
'  and  most  of  them  sickly. 
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*  I  therefiwe  readily  f^reed  'm  opinioa  with- 

*  GieneTQl  Vaughan,  that  not  a  moment's  time 

*  should  be  lost  in  viewing  the  condition  <of* 

*  the  island ;  and,  if  practicable,  or  with  a  pro- 
■  *  bability  of  success,  to  make  the  attack,  and 

'  restore  that  island  to  his  Majesty's  domi- 

*  nion^ 

*  As  fbw  troops  could  be  taken  from  the 
'i^dc^ee  of  St.  Lacie,  I  oonaented  that  the 
'imATUMS  of  the  fleet  shwild  be  esij^oyed  in 
*>  eraj-uoctioo  with  those  few  upon  this  expe- 
'.ctition<    ■ 

.'  Ou  the  14th  instant  we  sailed  from  G^ros 

*  Islet  Bay ;  and,  to  prevait  the  enemy's  pe- 
'  ^ftmting  our  design,  we  turned  to  windward 
'  with  the.fleet  between  Martinique  and  St^ 
'  Xucae,  intending  in  the  night  to  beu  d»wn 
'.ofi  the  back  of  St  Lucie,  in  hopes  of  bewg 

*  ftbk  to  land  the  troops  on  St.  Vincent's.the 
'jtext  morning;  but  the  currents  WffiWg  us, 

*  Tfe  did  not  ,make  that  island  ;till  the  I6II1  in 
'J^  evening,  -and  th^i  at  such  a  distance  to- 
'  windward  as  not  to  be  discovered  by  the 


'  At  day-light  I  made  the  signal  ficw  Com- 
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*  medora  Hotham,  10  the  Centaur,  widi  the 
'•  Triumph,  Alcide,  and  Vigilant,  and  the  Alc- 
'  mene,  Greyhound  and  Triton  frigates,  ec- 
'  CDrnpanied  by  the  Sylph  sloop  (all  of  vhom 

*  had  troops  en  board),  to  bear  away,  and 
'  anchor  in  the  Warrawarrow  Bay,  under 
'  Young's  Island,  he  having  orders  to  station 
-*  the  frigates  in  mcb  a  manner  as  night  ap- 

*  pear  to  him  mcwt  effectual  for  the  protttdtion 
'  of  the  troops  in  landing. 

*  Mr.  Hotham,  in  the  Gentaur,  Ga|>tain 
'  Affleck,  in  the  Triumph,  and  the  Ahiide, 

*  with  the  frigates,  anchored  under  Yofo^s 
'  Island  about  ten  in  the  niomingt  and  with 
'  every  despatch  possible  landed  the  troops 
'  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General 
'St.  Leger,  -vithout  the  loss  of  one  man,  the 

*  enemy  retiring  with  precipitatifm  to  their 
'  citadel  in  the  moantain. 

*  I  ordered  Commodore  Drake,  with  four 
'  sail  of  the  line,  off  Kingston,  to  mal^  a 
'  motion  as  if  he  intended  to  land  troops  near 

*  that  town,  in  order  to  draw  the  enonry's 

*  attention  that  way.  The  Monarch  and 
'  Cyelops  w^e  ordered  to  Ch&teaubelair,  to 
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*  destroy  any  privateeM  tke  enen^  aniglit 
'  have  ia  diat  bay,  and  to  cut  off  their  cam- 

*  municatioQ  with  Martinique. 

'The  Sandwich  vith  dzfficolty,  owing  to 

*  the  current,  anchored  about  two  in  the  a£ter- 
'  noon  in  Warrawarrow  Bay,  and  the  troops 

*  and  naarines  were  landed ;  and  before  the 
'.day  closed,  Gieneral  Yat^han  had  put  the 
f  whole  in  iaoti<m«  and  at  their  head  adTsaced 
'  towards  the  enemy's  citadel. 

*  I  could  eanly  perceiTe,  on  my  approach- 

*  ing  the  island,  and  viewing  the  enemy's 
'  workB,  which  they  bad  erected  upan  the 

' '  mountain  that  commands  Kingston  Bay  and 

*  that  of  Warrawarrow,  that  the  reports  made 
*to  ns  by  Uie  jnterested  inhabitants  of  8t. 
■'Vincent's  wore  fallacious;  that  in  ho  one 

*  part  of  the  said  works  did  there  appear  the 

*  least  breach  or  damage  made  by  the  late 
'  humoane ;  but  that  the  whole  appeared  in 
'  perfect  repair,  with  a  numerous  ^d  strong 

*  garrison.  However,  such  was  the  spirit  of 
'  Cr^iwal  Vaughan,  that  he  marched  to  the 

.  *  foot  of  the  works,  having  dispersed  every 
.  *■  impediment  in  his  way,  and  reconruHtred 
'  them  .in  every  part,  in  hopes  to  find  some 
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^place  Tulnecable,  -vrhexe  he  mig^t  make. the 
'-  attack  with  a  probahility  .of  encceai. 
*  In  every  part  l^ey  wece  complete;  and 

*  iiam  the'  intelligence  I  received  in  the  night 
'  fiomrsome  inhahitaats,  who  are  better  m- 
'  formed  than  those  who  had  presumed^'lo 
'give  the  G^eral  wid  myself  infomakioa^at 

*  Barbadoes  and  St.  Lncie,  I  .dreaded  ^e 
'General's  mahingan  attack  befere  i  could 
'  transmit  the  said  intdligence  tehim,  vbidi 
'  mn»t  hare  been  attended  with  a  repidsevhad 

*  be  had  four  times  the  number  of  tnope  fae 
' commanded;  ■■    '.  ■ 

*1  had  the  honoar  to  have  the  General  oo- 

*  hbeide  with  me  in  opinion.  The  troopft>  v&- 
'  turned  t»  tiie  beach,  and  were  re^embarke^ 
'  v^otat  the  enemy^B  Tenturi«|;  to  movo^from 
'  tfaeir  intrenchments.  They  only  anbosed 
'  tbemeelves  with  bombarding  the  squadron, 
'  moBt  of  which  I  ordered  to  get  under  weigh, 
'  to  avoid  any  accident  that  might  have  -do- 
'  curred  had  a  shdl  fallen  on  boaid  any  of  the 
'  ^ps;  having  been  assured  by  the  pilots  and 
'  inhabitants  of  St.  Vincent's,  that  the  fleet 
'  m%ht  be  anchored  without  the  reach  of 
'  cannon  or  meatwB  placed  in  the  movntMn, 
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'against  which  ships  could  be  of  no  nse,  and 
'  therefore  I  was  determined  that  not  a  ^p 
"tduoiUd  be  wasted  against  their  citadel. 

'SiH^i  had  been  the  diligence  of  the  French 
'  in  fwtifyii^  that  almost  iinpr6gnahl&.  moim- 
*'tain,  which  would  hare  secured: die  idaiod 
'•to  Great  Britain^  had  the  inhabitants  at- 

*  tended  to  the  advic&and  propositioa  «f  their 
*!  goiTerlKH*,  and  Mr.Brirars,  the  engineer,  ^he, 
'  jwidi  the  asaistanoe  of  six  hundred  negroes, 
','QBfaured  them  he  would  make  it  impregnaUe 
'  i^  fpurteen  days ;  bat  they  neglected  tbe 
'  advice,  withdrew  their  negroes,  and  the 
'island. was  taken.  GeaKval  V«ughan.in- 
'  fonaswe  that  few  orsnoae  of  the  iahabltaacfa 
'joined  him,  or  sent  their  inegro«B  to  his-asF- 
'flistanee.  Bo^ne,  whawere  terri&ed  by  Uie 
'cruelty  of  the  Indians,  and.  applied  to  nie, 

*  1.  ordered  to,  be  recdived  on  board  the.  &ir 
'  gates  which  covered  the  landing,  and  wm& 

*  dose  to  the  shore. 

*  Though  I  shall  ever  be  ready  to  assist  in 
'  reccHiquering  the  British  islands^  or  attaok- 

*  ing  the  enemy's^  when  tite  General  com- 
'mands  a  sufficient  force  for  that  purpose, 
'  theD  Lordships  may  be  assured  that  I  shall 
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*  pnt  little  dependenee  upon  the  inteUigence 

*  offered  by  the  interested  inhabitants  of  these 
'  islands,  without  viewing  them  in  person,  or 
'  by  those  officers  upon  whose  judgment  we 

*  can  rely. 

'  Inclosed  I  send  the  present  condition  of 

*  his  Majesty's  ships  under  my  command,  and 
'  am  in  hourly  expectation  of  the  arriral  of 
'  Sir  Samuel  Hood  with  the  store-ships,  as 
'  the  Triumph,  Resolution,  Montagu,  Ajax, 
'  and  Shrewsbury  must  be  put  in  a  condidon 
'  to  proceed  to  sea,  for  want  of  masts,  sails, 
'  and  riggmg, 

*  I  have  only  nine  sail  of  the  line  now  with 
''  me  capable  of  going  to  sea,  not  one  of  which 

*  has  spare  rigging  or  sails. 

'  I  have  sent  an  express  by  the  Surprize  to 

*  Sir  Peter  Parker  at  Jamaica,  a  copy  of 

*  which  I  transmit  for  their  Lordships'  in- 

*  spection.* 


END  OF  VOLUUB  THE  FIKST. 
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